
It’s Time 
“Unexpected Opportunities” 

 
Well, have you ever had something happen in your life that you just didn’t 
expect?   
-  And, what you ended up with was what we’re calling an “Unexpected 
Opportunity”? 
 
EX:  Small example was when we came in earlier this year and our computer 
system was down.  Unexpected Opportunity 
-  Our financial situation this year has given us an Unexpected Opportunity to 
trust God is a whole new way.   
 
Today, we sit here again with a very unexpected “Unexpected Opportunity”! 
 
The Coronavirus has literally changed our community.   
-  Our schools are affected 
-  Our sporting events have been affected 
-  And, our health and safety are being affected every day. 
 
As the church:  We do not live in fear.  Our Heavenly Father tells us that our 
fear is not from Him so we must walk in faith.  We also do not live in the dark.  
We have to recognize that the fear that runs through our society right now is 
very real.  And, usually, when people are confronted with that much fear, they 
will eventually be looking for an answer to it all.  They’ll look for hope. They’ll 
look to understand what and why?  What they don’t know is that they are 
actually looking for Jesus.  Even if they say they’re not. 
 
And, THIS is the “Unexpected Opportunity”. 
-  And, boy, how great would it be if the end result of a worldwide pandemic 
was the salvation of thousands of souls!!! 
 
That is where we come in.   
-  From Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” 
 
Matthew 5:13 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 
and trampled by men.  



 
“Disciples, if they are true to their calling, make the earth a purer and more 
palatable place.”  R.T. France 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither 
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father 
in heaven. 
 
Truth:  A city on a hill cannot be hidden!   
For us:  When you live in a way that the Light of Christ is shining through you 
it will not be hidden. 
-  It will not go unnoticed!!   
 
And, in a world dominated today by fear people are looking for something, or 
someone, to be different.   
-  And, this is just the time for us to stand out and be that difference. 
 
The Key for this passage:  Christians should not look like the world around 
them.  They should make the world around them look better because they’re 
in it. 
-  If we look just like the world, we will never affect the world for Christ. 
 
So, practically speaking, how do we live so that we look like Jesus? 
 
1.  Trust the Father in the Storm. 
 
Mark 4:35-40 
35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the 
other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, 
in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, 
and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus 
was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to 
him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind 
and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still have no faith?” 



Having peace in the midst of the storm is one of the things that makes us 
different from those that don’t know Christ. 
 
2.  Recognize a Spiritual Battle 
He “rebuked the winds” 
-  This was a sign that there was “enemy influence” in this storm. 
-  He wasn’t just stopping the wind. 
 
When people are lost, they don’t have the hope that you have because they 
don’t have Christ.   
-  One of the biggest struggles in the church today is when we expect people to 
live like us when they have never met Jesus. 
 
If a person doesn’t know Jesus, it is not your job to tell them how they should 
live.  It’s your job to tell them how they can have life to the full! 
 
3.  Love People Where They Are 
 
Even in their lack of faith, Jesus took care of their needs.  
 
Many places in Scripture where Jesus had compassion on people and met their 
needs, even when they didn’t start following Him. 
 
When we love people, we… 
-  have compassion on them 
-  don’t judge them 
-  consider their needs before ours 
 
Here’s what the world expects of Christians: 
-  blame others with no compassion 
-  judge everyone for the position they’re in or the one they take 
-  think of themselves first 
 
HUGE:  Our world needs to see a picture of Jesus right now more than they’ve 
needed it in a long time. 
 
It is our responsibility to show them Who He is! 
 



Question:  Have you ever planned on looking like Jesus and then didn’t quite 
live up that idea? 
 
Here’s our struggle: 
 
Look at it again:   
But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  
 
Once a Christian loses their “saltiness” or lets the Light fade into darkness, 
they are no longer able to make a difference for the Kingdom. 
 
This happens to many of us. 
-  We’re walking right along thinking all is good and then a trial of some kind 
hits.   
-  And, all the sudden, we don’t look so much like Jesus anymore. 
 
Why is that such a problem for us? 
 
When we fail to remain faithful in a storm or trial it usually reveals a 
foundation problem.  And, if we don’t have a strong foundation built of Jesus 
Christ we will definitely crumble in the midst of the storm. 
 
Let’s face it.  There is nothing like a good storm in life to show us the 
weaknesses in our foundation. 
 
Matthew 7:24-27 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 
man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
 
Truth:  The strength of our foundation IN the storm is determined by the work 
we did on it BEFORE the storm began. 
 



EX:  Have you ever watched someone prepare to pour a foundation for a 
house or a building? 
-  There is a lot more to it than finding a flat spot and pouring some concrete 
out of the truck.  
 
Digging it out, building it up, making it all level, building a frame, pouring 
footers for the corners, adding rebar for strength, etc.   
-  If you do not build it correctly it will crack instantly when it is put under 
pressure. 
 
And, after it has pressure on it is too late to try and reinforce it! 
 
Spiritually, it happens the same way.  
 
If you want to stand strong, and look like Jesus, you can’t build your 
foundation in the middle of the storm. 
 
If you want a foundation that will withstand the toughest storm… 
 
1.  Develop a prayer life BEFORE the wind starts blowing. 
2.  Dive into the Word of God when you’re NOT desperate for direction. 
3.  Remove the stuff that hinders and the sin that entangles before you have to 
climb the mountain. 
4.  Practice being like Jesus when no one is looking! 
 
Then you’ll be able to keep looking like Jesus right in the middle of the storm. 
 
And, when you’re able to do that, you’re prepared to make a maximum impact 
for the Kingdom. 
 
Close: 
 
Trust the Father with our current situations 
Pay attention to what is happening physically and spiritually. 
Love all people right where they are. 
 
And, then they will recognize that you look just like Jesus! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


