
The Letter from James 
“The Joy in Trials” 

James 1:2-4 
 
From Intro:  
We know that James was heavily impacted by the Sermon on the Mount 
from Matthew 7. 
Especially this portion: 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 

Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 
 
James knew these people.  He had most likely pastored many of them in 
Jerusalem before they were scattered due to persecution.   
-  He loved them 
-  And he couldn’t sit back and not tell them how important it was to know 
the truth of this message. 
 
Reminder from last week:  James is teaching them to test their faith to make 
sure it is real, genuine, saving faith. 
-  Truth:  If you’re faith is genuine, it will prove itself during times of trials 
and troubles.   
 
-  Counterfeit faith will quickly burn up when tested by the fires of trials 
 
True faith grows when tested. 
 
KEY:  How a person handles trouble says a lot about whether their faith is 
genuine or fake! 
 
MacArthur says, “That is especially true for unbelievers who consider 
themselves to be Christians and need to recognize that faith that is reliable 
only when things are going well is not saving faith and is worth nothing.” 
 



So, James is concerned that his people know without a doubt that they have 
a genuine, saving relationship with Christ.  And, this whole book is helping 
them see that. 
 
So, that’s where we get the theme of the letter” 
Theme:  Read Faith Produces Real Works! 
 
That comes in four sections: 
1.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Stability 
2.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Love 
3.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Humility 
4.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Patience 
 
The whole message of the letter is that you can test your faith to make sure 
it’s genuine, real faith just by comparing it to the things I’m writing to you.  
 
First area is… 
Genuine Stability: 
I think about verses like… 
Joshua… be strong and courageous 
 
I Corinthians 16:13 
13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong 
 
He will cover in this first section where true stability comes from and what it 
takes to have it.  
 
But he starts with this: 
 
James 1:2-3 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 

because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  
 
Remember his audience:  Jewish Christians that are being persecuted daily 
for their faith. 
-  They’ve chosen to give their lives to Jesus and live for Him and they are 
being mocked for it every day. 
-  So he tackles this major topic right up front… 
Let’s break it down so we can apply it to our lives… 
 



Consider… 
-  This word is an imperative meaning it’s basically a divine command. 
-  This is not just a suggestion.  It is what the Father expects of us. 
 
Pure Joy… 
What does that even mean?  
1.  Happiness and Joy are two different things. 
2.  Pure joy is not something you fake until you get through the storm.   
3.  We’re not called to ACT joyful, we’re called to BE joyful. 
This requires a change of our mindset. 
 
Whenever you face trials of many kinds… 
 
“Whenever” gives the understanding that you will face trials.   
-  This is not just a possibility.  This is going to happen.   
 
“Trials of many kinds” 
-  Anything can be considered a trial for you. 
-  Not all of your struggles and trials will look like everyone else’s! 
 
So, here’s where that leaves us:  How in the world are we supposed to be 
able to do this? 
 
LISTEN:  “The ONLY way to have pure joy in the midst of a trial is to 
know that God has something great planned on the other side of it.” 
 
James 1:3-4 
Because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  
4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything. 
 
This requires a complete change of the way we think. 
 
EX:  When you invest money in something, the only way you become ok 
with losing that money for now is in knowing that the return will be greater 
in the end. 
-  When you work out even though you don’t want to.  You’re only ok with 
that because you’re focused on the goal of a result more than on the workout 
at the moment. 
 



We must have the same mindset with our Heavenly Father during our trials.   
 
Questions:   
-  What do you want to become for God? 
-  How close to Jesus do you really want to be? 
-  How much of a testimony do you want to have for God to use you in the 
future? 
ALL of that grows through trials. 
- You’re major time of growth toward Christ is NOT when everything is 
going your way.  It’s when everything is COMING your way. 
 
So the question becomes “what do we value most”. 
 
Warren Wiersbe:  “Our values determine our evaluations.  If we value 
comfort more than character, then trials will upset us.  If we value the 
material and physical more than the spiritual, we will not be able to ‘count is 
all joy!’  If we live only for the present and forget the future, the trials will 
make us bitter, not better”. 
 
Do you want to be strong and courageous? 
Do you want to have genuine stability in your life and have a strong 
foundation to stand on? 
Do you want to be more like Christ than you are today? 
 
Well, our trials are what get us down the road to these goals. 
 
Again, we remind ourselves:  Joy and Happiness are NOT the same thing.  
No one is telling you to be happy every time something difficult comes to 
your family.  
 
But… 
Your goal in the midst of a trial must be to get as close to your Savior as 
possible. 
And… If you’re only goal in the middle of a trial is for the trial to end, 
you’re missing the point! 
 
By KNOWING that God has something better in store for you after the trial 
is over, you can have joy in the midst of it. 
 
 



James 1:4 
4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything. 
 
Look at the purposes of trials: 
 
How do trials help us become “mature and complete”? 
1.  Test the strength of our faith. 
2.  Humble us. 
3.  Free us from dependence on worldly things. 
4.  Reveal what we really love. 
5.  Develop our endurance. 
6.  Draw us closer to Christ in real relationship. 
 
When we make the idea of being “mature and complete” our goal, it 
completely changes the way we look at trials and troubles in our lives. 
 
EX:  I was texting someone as I was working on this message that is going 
through a difficult trial.   
-  I told them I was working on this message as we were texting and this is 
her response: 
Quote:  “I can’t contain the joy I have and the trust in God.  I want to 
scream it from the roof.” 
 
-  TRUTH:  Only thing that helps during those difficult times is knowing 
that God has a plan and He’s working that plan in, and through, this storm. 
 
Challenge:  
Where are you in this process today? 
 
	


