
Real Faith = Real Works 
The Letter from James 

“Intro to the Book of James” 
 
Author and Recipients: 
 
James 1:1 
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes 
scattered among the nations: Greetings. 
 
The Author: 
The author of this letter was the half-brother of Jesus!!  
-  Most of us start everything out by pointing out all of the good things about 
ourselves. 
-  James wrote the whole letter without making a big point of how close to 
Jesus he really was 
 
He didn’t even believe in Jesus probably until after the resurrection. 
-  We see that he met with Jesus after He had been raised from the grave 
and, even though we don’t know what they talked about it, James was 
different after that. 
 
Shortly after that he was known as the Leader of the Jerusalem Church. 
-  Side note:  His nickname was “Camel Knees” because he spent so much 
time in prayer. 
 
Can you imagine what it looked like his whole life to live with Jesus as his 
older brother? 
 
The Recipients: 
-  Twelve Tribes scattered among the nations. 
He’s writing to Jewish Christians that have been spread throughout the area 
because of persecution.   
 
Jewish Christians were being persecuted by the Romans because they were 
Jews AND by the Jews because they believed in the Messiah. 
 
Here’s the deal:  They had four problems that they needed to overcome. 
1.  Persevering through hardships 
2.  Maintaining good works 



3.  Promoting peace inside the church 
4.  Living patiently in anticipation of the Lord’s Return 
 
-  Many of the same problems that we have today!! 
 
 
The Purpose of the Letter: 
 
Charles Swindoll:  “Many claimed that they believed the truth of God 
concerning the Lord Jesus, but because of the pressures of the day, they 
began to live a lie.” 
 
They were struggling to continue living the Christian life that they had 
surrendered to. 
 
Key Statement:  Swindoll again:  “They knew Jesus as the Way of Life but 
needed a travel guide for walking in that Way through Life!” 
 
Would any of you say this is you today?? 
 
Key Scripture: 
 
Jerusalem Council 
 
Share the story of Paul and Barnabus 
They were teaching the Gentiles the way to be saved and the Jews claimed 
that the Gentiles had to be circumcised before they could become Believers. 
 
So they went to the Jerusalem Council 
 
Acts 15:19-20 
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the 
Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling 
them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from 
the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 
 
He tells them that it’s not about the circumcision but he does ask them not to 
do a number of things that would cause offence to the Jewish Believers. 
 
The point is this: 



This is one of the ultimate statements in Scripture where we learn that 
salvation is NOT by works! 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
So, how does that match up with this passage in James 2? 
 
James 2:14-17 
14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without 
clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; 
keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what 
good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead. 
 
MAJOR QUESTION:  How do these passages work together in our 
understanding of the Scripture? 
 
Then we get to the second area of major concern in this letter: 
 
James 1:7-8 
7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 
 
Dipsychos:  Deepseekos 
Double-minded:  Only used two times in Scripture 
 
Double-minded:  James was dealing with people who would call themselves 
Believers but their lifestyle did not support that claim.   
-  This is a double-minded person. 
 
James 4:8 
8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
 
HUGE:  You cannot be all that God has called you and built you to be if you 
are a “double-minded person”! 
 



Third area of major concern: 
 
The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  
Jesus takes three full chapters and teaches people how to live as Christians. 
James is heavily influenced by that.   
Now, James wasn’t a Believer until after Jesus was raised from the grave.  
However, he was either present for the Sermon on the Mount, or had access 
to some really good notes of what Jesus taught. 
 
He uses numbers of different ideas in his letter that perfectly match the 
teaching of Jesus in this amazing sermon. 
 
But, the passage at the end of the Sermon is the one that really made this 
letter critical: 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 

Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 
 
Jesus tells His audience that you can say you’re a Believer, and even act like 
a Believer, but if you don’t have a personal relationship with HIM, you’re 
not going to Heaven. 
James could not let this go! 
 
 
 
Theme:  Read Faith Produces Real Works! 
That comes in four sections: 
1.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Stability 
2.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Love 
3.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Humility 
4.  Real Faith Produces Genuine Patients 
 
Double Challenge in this study: 
 



1.  If you have genuine faith,  it will only get stronger as you go through 
difficult times. 
 
2.  You must examine your faith to be sure it is genuine, saving faith.   
 
EX:  Our world is full of counterfeit stuff. 
-  Money 
-  Relationships 
Here’s the deal.  If someone pays you with $100 of counterfeit money, you 
have a problem, but then you move on. 
If your life on this earth ends and you stand before Christ with a counterfeit 
relationship to Him, you’re done.   And, there is no coming back from that! 
 
Last Word for the Day: 
 
James 1:22 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. 
 
 
 


