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Intro:  
A new creation illustration:  one tree/plant replaced by another 
 
 
 
Scripture:  
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (creature). The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 
 
WE ARE A NEW CREATION: 
In these two short sentences Paul paints a picture for us of what happens to a person when they trust in Christ 
alone 
 
Paul says… “If anyone is in Christ”: if anyone has trusted in Jesus – if anyone has been saved 
 
“He is a NEW CREATION”:   

• It is interesting to me that Paul chose to use the words “NEW CREATION” because typically the words 
we use to describe what happens when someone trust their life to Jesus it is things like… 

o Changed – Jesus changed their life 
o Transformed – Jesus transformed who they used to be 
o Rescued – Jesus rescued them from their sin 

• Don’t get me wrong – these are not bad words, but they don’t really give an accurate picture of what 
happens to us at the moment of salvation. 

 
In Ephesians 2, Paul tells us why we are a NEW CREATION 
 
Ephesians 2:1,  2:4-5  (NIV) 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,5 made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  
 

• The truth is that Salvation is not a RESCUE – it is not a TRANSFORMATION – it is not CHANGE 
• Salvation is a RESURRECTION 

 
• Sin is more than a series of bad choices – it is a condition whose result is death 
• It is a condition that you were born into 

 
 
Psalm 51:5  (NIV) 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

Message Outline 



 
Because SIN is a condition of death that we were born into – then what we need in Salvation is not  

• Change 
• Transformation 
• Rescue 

What is needed and has been freely given by God is a RESURRECTION 
 
That RESURRECTION results in us becoming a NEW CREATION  

• No longer are we DEAD 
• We are now ALIVE because of Jesus! 

 
 
Discussion Question:  What is your Jesus story (salvation story)?  Take some time to share it with your 
group. 
 
THE OLD HAS PASSED AWAY: 
After Paul tells us that a person who trust in Christ alone (is saved), is a NEW CREATION he says… 
“The old has passed away”  

• The characteristics that once defined you 
• The choices that used to control you (enslaved you) – whether you realized it or not 
• The attitudes that used to pour out of you 
• The thoughts that used to direct your life 
• The actions that used to feed your (selfish) cravings 

All those things have been rendered powerless 
 
VISUAL:  Vacuum cleaner illustration 
 
Discussion Question:  While God has freed us from the power of sin, our battle against sin is very real.  
What are some sin struggles that you sill battle with today? 
 
Bridge: 
For many of us we know that we have been made NEW – but we still live our lives trying to do Jesus things to 
become like Jesus. 
 

• For some of us it because we have been conditioned to believe that doing Jesus things is how we 
become like Jesus – because we have grown up in church and that is what we have been taught. 

 
• For others of us it is because doing Jesus things makes us feel better about our lives! 

o We live with belief that somehow doing Jesus things compensates in some way for the non-Jesus 
/ sinful things we do 

o We live with the belief that the perception of others is what determines our standing with God 
more than what He has told us in His word 

 
For most of us we have been conditioned to believe that what we do defines who we are.  While there is some 
validity to this train of thought, when put to the test it falls short. 
 
EX:  Apple tree vs Orange tree. 
 
 
Message:  
Abiding in Christ Defined: 



• Abiding in Christ is the process of our formation into His likeness 
• In one word Abiding Christ is “Sanctification” 
• Put simply… Abiding is the process of discovering who God wants us to BE rather than what He wants 

us to DO 
o When we become who He desires for us to BE, then the actions He desires from our life are a 

byproduct 
 
 
Subconsciously Shaped: 

• Before we can begin to understand this Abiding in Christ thing there is something very important we 
have to wrap our minds around…  We are shaped by the PLACE and the MANNER in which we live. 

• Simply put… where you live and how you live play a big part in who you are! 
 

• Most of the time we don’t think about these things 
• And even less often do we realize the impact that our environment and choices big or small are having 

on who we are 
 
Culture of Self: 

• You and I live in suburban America, which has an impact on who we are 
• Our environment in a nutshell – consciously & subconsciously - sends us the messages of… Self 

empowerment – Self enhancement – Self fulfillment. 
• Simply put… Self is at the center of all things and all things serve SELF 

 
• The values of our environment are – Convenience, Abundance, and Comfort 
• Whether we know it or not these values are shaping who we are – and it can be really hard to escape 

their noise to BECOME something else 
 

• Because we live in a culture of self... 
• We invite Jesus to Abide in our time slot instead of Us Abiding in Him 
• We invite Jesus to partake in our leftovers rather than in the best of our day 

 
Discussion Question:  How have you seen culture influence your perception of life, relationships, and 
what it means to follow Jesus? 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4 
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

 
• Peter says… as followers of Christ – God has given us all we need to live godly lives –  
• All we need to live our lives like Jesus lived his life. 
 
• Peter then says… we get to participate in the divine nature having escaped the corruption of the world 

cause by evil desires 
• Interpretation:   

o God has given us access to himself 
o He has given us the power to live a godly life – be holy as He is holy 

• The result… BECOMING like Him allows us to transcend the influence of our culture 
• By Abiding in Christ we escape our own evil desires and the corrosive influence of our world / culture 



 
Jesus said it this way.... 
John 15:5 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

• Jesus says… He is the vine – He is the source of our nutrition, strength, fruit 
• Jesus is the source of our righteousness 

o Our list of good deeds does not bring holiness 
o Our service of others does not bring holiness 
o Our encouragement of others does not bring holiness 
o Our religious check list does not bring holiness 

 
• We are just the branches! 
• The oranges on an orange tree do not make it an orange tree 
• They make it appear as though it is an orange tree  
• But… I could pull all the apples off an apple tree and glue oranges in their place and make it look like 

and orange tree for a while! 
• But it won’t last! – WHY?  Because it is an apple tree at its root 

 
• We can look – maybe even feel like we are the righteousness of God by doing lots of religious things – 

for a while! 
• But it won’t last! – WHY? Because it’s not about what we DO but who we ARE 

o We don’t DO Jesus things to become like Jesus 
o We become like Jesus and DO Jesus thing as a result / byproduct 

 
 
Jesus says… 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
 

• Abiding in Christ is the process of our formation into His likeness 
• Abiding in Christ is us becoming like Jesus and the overflow of that is that we DO what He did 

 
• When we get it out of order – and it’s easy to get it out of order… 
• We do a whole lot to try and be like Jesus – and really find ourselves spinning our wheels and 

exhausting ourselves. 
 
Discussion Question:  What does it mean to you to “be like Jesus?” 
 
Discussion Question:  What kind of things do you feel are important to help you position yourself to 
become more like Jesus and to be used by Him? 
 
DOING IS A BYPRODUCT OF BEING LIKE JESUS NOT THE MEANS TO GET THERE 
 
 
So how do we go from striving to DO what Jesus did to BEING like Jesus and thus DOING what He did 
as a byproduct of who we ARE? 
 
 
Working Harder vs. Working Smarter 
Our first step in shifting our focus from DOING to BECOMING is to start Working SMARTER not Harder 



 
Philippians 2:12 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 

• It is easy to read a verse like this and say to ourselves… “Ok I just have to get after it – work really hard 
– and I will be wh 

• \\o God wants me to be” 
• The problem is this verse ends with a comma not a period! 
• The most important part of Paul’s statement comes after the comma 

 
Sailboats: 

• There are 20-30 moving parts – things to do – on even a simple sail boat 
• There are constant adjustment to be made 
• If you go sailing – you are going to break a sweat 

 
• BUT – there is one very important thing that must happen to get you where you want to go that you have 

no control over 
• WIND!! 
• You can work all day long steering, pulling ropes, tying ropes, etc… but without the wind you aren’t 

going anywhere.a 
 

• As the captain of a sailboat you have active participation in getting where you want to go  
• You are a participant in getting the boat positioned to catch the wind 
• You are a participant in making adjustment as you sail to keep the wind in the sails 
• BUT you can’t get anywhere without the WIND 

 
Philippians 2:13 
13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

• Paul doesn’t just say – “Get after it!” 
• Paul says… It is God who works in you to Sanctify you (make you into who He wants you to be) and 

out of that you will ACT the way He desires for you to – in order to accomplish His specific will for 
your life and sovereign Will for His Kingdom 

• BUT – you have active participation in the process 
• You have a responsibility to continue to work out your salvation 

 
 

• It is God who gets you to your final destination – His Likeness 
 

• God produces the change in you but you have active participation in the process of discovering who 
He wants you to BE through things like SCRIPTURE STUDY – PRAYER – FASTING – SERVICE - 
& CONNECTING IN COMMUNITY 

 
 
Lets look back at 2 Peter 
2Peter 1:5-11 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 
love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 



ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does 
not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their 
past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. 
For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
• God will produce the change but you must - Make every effort 

 
 
Discussion Question:  Are you making every effort to be like Jesus?  What things need to change in your 
life so that you can answer yes to that question? 
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