
Encounters with Jesus 
“Salvation” 

Luke 2:25-35 
 
Luke 2:21-24 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived.  
22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had 
been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is 
to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
 
Custom along with the Law: 
-  Mary had to wait 40 days after childbirth before she could go back into the 
Temple. 
-  They took Jesus to be presented to the Lord as the Law required. 
-   
 
Luke 2:25-27 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into 
the temple courts.  
 
Simeon:  Righteous and Devout 
-  He was like Abraham 
-  His righteousness had been proven through faith 
-  Devout:  Someone who was careful to obey and honor God so as to lead 
an exemplary life before others. 
-  A True Believer! 
 
There was really only a small remnant of Believers that were still holding 
onto hope that a Redeemer was coming. 
 
Simeon and Anna joined the story as part of this group of Believers. 
 
Here’s what they were waiting for: 
“The consolation of Israel” 



“The redemption of Jerusalem” 
 
Consolation:  Person or thing providing comfort to a person who has 
suffered. 
 
Redemption:  The one to bring Jerusalem back to it’s original purpose. 
 
This is why they were waiting on Jesus, the Messiah.  He was the ONLY 
possible comforter for the nation of Israel. 
 
Simeon:  Can you imagine the joy in his heart when he heard, from the Holy 
Spirit, that he would get to meet Jesus face to face before He died?! 
 
When He was holding Jesus, here is what he said: 
 
Proclamation: 
 
Luke 2:27-35  
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of 
the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. 30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in 
the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.” 33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was 
said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  
 
Luke 2:29 
29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised 
God’s promise: 
Gen 3:15 
God had promised a Redeemer right after the fall of man. 
 
God had promised a new covenant that was MUCH better than the old 
covenant: 
 
Jeremiah 31:33 



33“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” 
declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:20 
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 
Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 
 
Luke 2:30 
30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 
1.  Salvation is based on, grounded in, and held together entirely 
through Jesus Christ, PERIOD! 
 
John 14:6 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
 
Luke 2:31-32  
31which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
2.  Salvation was, and is, for ALL people. 
 
Back in Luke 2:10-11 
Good news of great joy that will be for ALL people! 
 
Acts 26:23 
23 that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would 
proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 
 
Simeon’s proclamation at this point really messed with the ideas of the Jews.  
They just knew, once the Messiah came, their kingdom would be established 
for good and they would rule over all these infidel Gentiles. 
 
EX:  Don’t you know that there are still churches, and certain Believers, that 
really believe Jesus only came for them, and those just like them?!! 
 
 
Luke 2:34-35 



34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child 
is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. 
 
3.  Salvation through Jesus breaks down Hypocritical Religion. 
Truth cannot, and will not, accept anything less than the truth! 
 
-  Falling and Rising 
Gentiles will be saved and many religious Jews will be revealed in their 
hypocrisy 
-  The thoughts of many hearts will be revealed! 
 
Challenge for Us: 
 
1.  What is your salvation story? 
 
2.  Are you working to see other people start a relationship with Jesus as 
their Personal Lord and Savior? 
 
3.  Is there still any hypocritical religion that must be dealt with in you? 
 


