
Encounters with Jesus 
“Sanctification” 

 
Steps in our Encounters with Jesus: 
 
Salvation: When we surrender our lives to the call of God for salvation.. 
-  Regeneration – The point when God gives us new life and replaces our 
heart of stone with a heart of flesh! 
-  Justification – When He cleans us up and gives us a legal right to stand 
before Him. 
-  Adoption – When He makes us members of His family. 
 
Sanctification:  a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and 
more free from sin and more and more like Christ in our actual lives.  
 
Sanctification:   a separation.  As you grow toward Christ the more 
“separated” from your sin patterns you become. 
 
Along with these other things that happened at Salvation, Sanctification 
also starts at the point of salvation. 
 
The difference in Sanctification and these others things that happen is that 
sanctification is the only one that is a lifelong process. 
 
Why are we talking about this today? 
-  I don’t think we have a clear understanding of what is happening in our 
spiritual lives on a daily basis. 
-  Many of our Christians today have gotten to the point where we’re simply 
walking through the day and just kind of trying to do the best we can do. 
 
TRUTH IS:  Holy Spirit is working hard in us every day to sanctify us, to 
separate us from our habits of sin that are controlling our lives.   
THE PROBLEM IS:  It’s not only His job.  We have a part that we play as 
well.  And, when we don’t do our part, we’re not moving through the 
sanctification process, as we should be. 
 
The Process of Sanctification: 
 
1.  Sanctification Starts at the Point of Salvation 
 



Romans 6:1-10 
6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  5 If we have been 
united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with 
him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with 
him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from 
sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die 
again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to 
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
 
 
I Corinthians 6:11 
11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God. 
 
 
I John 3:9-10 
9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed 
remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 
10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of 
the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; 
nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 
 
At the point of salvation, we become dead to sin.  We’ve heard this phrase 
many times but we don’t seem to live out that freedom like we should.   
 
Look at it this way:   
“To be dead to the ruling power of sin means that we as Christians, by virtue 
of the power of the Holy Spirit and the resurrection life of Christ working 
within us, have power to overcome the temptations and enticements of sin.”  
Gruden 
 



We actually have the power to overcome the temptations that come at us in 
our lives.   
 
The question is “Do we want to overcome those temptations?” 
 
Here’s the point:  When we start our relationship with Christ, God takes 
away our love for sin, and replaces it with a desire to know Him. 
 
Question from two weeks ago:  Was there a change in you when you gave 
your life to Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior?   
 
**I understand, if you were six, you probably didn’t recognize a huge love 
for sin in your life at the time.  But, do you see a love of sin now or do you 
see a heart surrendered to the Father? 
 
2.  Sanctification is a Continuous Life-Long Process 
 
Romans 6:11-14 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey 
its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 
instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you 
are not under law, but under grace. 
 
Romans 6:19 
Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to 
ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness 
leading to holiness. 
 
This is not a perfect process. 
There will be days when you make great strides in your sanctification 
process.   
 
And, there will be day, or months, where you move very little if any at all. 
 
 



You could actually read verses on this topic all day because the writers of 
the New Testament make it very clear that they expect us to live our lives on 
Earth in he process of becoming more and more like Christ everyday.  
 
3.  Sanctification is Only Completed at Death 
 
LISTEN: You will never reach a point of perfection on this earth. 
 
Romans 6:12-13 
The fact that you give your life to Christ does not mean that sin will not still 
be involved.  These verses make it clear that you are still dealing with sin 
until the Father decides to come and take you home. 
-  Even though it says “sin shall not be your master” it never says that sin 
will completely go away. 
 
You will stop being tempted to sin, and stop having to fight for your purity 
on a daily basis, the day you see Jesus face to face. 
 
 
4.  Sanctification is a Joint Effort 
This is huge for us today! 
-  We love to claim that our sanctification is all up to God and He does all 
that work.  However, it is clear in His Word that we play a major role in the 
sanctification process. 
 
THIS MEANS:  You have a part to play in your own sanctification. 
 
God’s Role: 
 
Be Clear:  It’s still all about God and the whole process rest in His grace, but 
you do have a role to play.   
 
Hebrews 13:20-21 
20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 
what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. 
 
God gives us all that we need to do our part as well. 



Jesus: 
Through His sacrifice actually earned our right to be sanctified.  Without 
Him, we are not even walking through this process. 
 
Holy Spirit: 
Holy Spirit is actually the one living inside of us to help us become more 
and more like Christ every day. 
 
Our Role: 
 
 
 
 
5.  Sanctification Brings Great Joy 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


