
Encounters with Jesus 
“Losing Jesus” 
Luke 2:41-51 

 
Questions for clarity: 
1.  If you have a personal relationship with Jesus, can you lose that 
relationship? 
 
NO 
 
2.  Then why have I called today’s message:  “Losing Jesus”? 
 
Because, even though we have a personal relationship with Jesus that can 
never be lost, we CAN lose our fellowship or our connection with Him.  
And, today we’re going to look at a passage of Scripture where that 
happened, and learn what we can apply to our lives today. 
 
We’re looking at the passage today that follows up where we were last 
week.  But, Jesus is not 12 years old… 
 
Luke 2:41-51 
41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42 

When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the 
custom. 43 After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 

Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they 
began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did 
not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days 
they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were you 
searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then 
he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
 
v. 41 The Passover:   



The Passover was the annual feast for the Jewish people to celebrate their 
freedom from slavery in Egypt.   
 
The people of Israel had spent 400 years in slavery in Egypt and this is the 
ongoing celebration of their freedom.  
 
v. 43 They lose Jesus 
They’re leaving the Passover.  They’ve done all that the Law required them 
to do.  And, they were heading back home. 
 
They were not traveling alone.  They would travel with a large group of 
people.  This would help keep them safe as they traveled. 
-  The trip from Nazareth to Jerusalem was about eighty miles! 
-  Probably took 3-4 days 
 
So, being with a large group of people that are like family to you, they 
assume Jesus is with them, among the group, even though they don’t see 
Him. 
 
-  Basically they think Jesus is with another part of the group. 
-  Some Sunday afternoons I’ll leave here and wonder, “Ok, where did my 
kids go and who are they with?” 
Anybody ever had this happen in your family? 
 
EX:  Me and Heath at the church picnic 
 
vv. 44-45 When they noticed they had lost Him, they went back and 
anxiously searched for Him. 
 
If you’re a parent… Think about that time you were in Wal-Mart and your 
child was on the other side of the toy aisle and you couldn’t find them for 
like 20 seconds.  How anxious did that make you? 
 
They had to stay that night because they needed to travel during the day.  
-  I wouldn’t imagine that Mary or Joseph slept very well that night. 
-  The anxiety of NOT KNOWING is what usually gets us. 
 
And, after THREE days they found Him.  One day of travel away, one day 
of travel back, one day of searching for Him. 
 



And where do they find Him… 
 
vv. 46-47 They found Him in the Temple courts 
He’s basically sitting right outside the Temple talking with some old, wise 
gentlemen about the things of the Bible! 
-  And, a side note for us today, they were all blown away at what He 
already knew at the age of 12 
 
v. 48 Mary blames Jesus for not being with them 
Commentaries point out:  This was totally different from anything Jesus had 
ever done.   
She really didn’t understand why He had to stay behind so she blamed Him 
for not being with them. 
 
EX:  Don’t we love to do this as parents?  I’m sure this happened with my 
earlier example… 
 
vv. 49-50 Jesus asks, “Why have you been searching…?  I’ve told you 
where I need to be.” 
 
Not a sign of disrespect, but a real question. 
-  Jesus staying behind was actually a picture of the break that would come 
later between He and His earthly family.  He came to do the will of His 
Heavenly Father, not His earthly one. 
 
v. 51 He went with them to Nazareth and obeyed them as their son. 
He has shown them that there will one day be this separation between them, 
but it was not yet.   
It wasn’t time for Him to be out from under their leadership just yet. 
 
 
Let’s bring this whole thing home to where we are today: 
 
1.  The Passover v. 41 
This was a celebration of their freedom from slavery. 
 
Q:  When did you receive your freedom from slavery and bondage to sin? 
 
At Salvation 



-  This is the point when you surrendered your life to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and are now allowing Him to lead you everyday. 
 
Galatians 5:1 
5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 
So, this message is for those of us that know we have a personal 
relationship with Jesus. 
-  If you don’t know or have not made that decision yet, you’ll still get to 
learn some great things.   
-  And, once you come to know Christ, you’ll already understand how it 
works. 
 
So, as a Believer… 
-  Let’s look at what the rest of this passage means to us! 
 
2.  They Lost Jesus v. 43 
Honestly… 
How many people in the room have at some point felt like you “lost Jesus”? 
 
I think this is a problem for all of us at some point.  
 
We’re cruising right along in life with everything seemingly going our way, 
and then we realize that we’ve been walking for a while without Jesus! 
 
How does this really work?   
Lost Jesus:  
-  When you don’t feel connected to Him anymore. 
-  You feel like you’ve gone one direction and He’s gone another. 
-  You don’t feel like you’re getting direction from Him like you should? 
 
How does this happen? 
-  For them, they went on ahead and didn’t notice that Jesus was not coming 
with them. 
 
For us: 
1.  You go ahead in some direction and don’t recognize that you’re leaving 
Jesus behind. 
 



EX:  You had a great idea that was going to make everything better for 
everyone in the world.  You jumped right in.  And, now you’ve realized that 
this was not an idea from Jesus, and you have left Him behind. 
 
2.  You stop spending time with Him on a regular basis until you feel the 
connection being lost. 
 
EX:  Have you ever done this with a friend?  You wake up one day and 
recognize that it’s been a month since you’ve actually talked with them. 
-  You’re still their friend but you have no idea what they’ve been up to 
lately. 
 
Quote from Jesus Calling:  “Stay ever so close to Me, and you will not 
deviate from the path I have prepared for you.” 
 
Listen:  As we walk with Christ, it is critical that we stay as close to Him as 
possible.  This will keep us from losing connection with Him. 
 
3.  You continually disobey His direction while claiming that you are 
following Him.  You will eventually stop hearing from Him. 
 
Jesus will not keep on talking to you about other things when you’ve not 
obeyed what He has already told you. 
 
 
3.  The Anxious Search   vv. 44-45 
When they noticed they did not have Jesus with them, they went back to 
look as quickly as possible. 
 
What is our response when we notice we are disconnected with Jesus? 
 
-  We make excuses as to why we’ve walked away from Him for a while. 
-  We start to think we’ve been “gone too long” for Him to want to take us 
back. 
-  Or, like Mary, we blame Jesus!  “I don’t know what happened.  He just 
stopped talking to me!” 
 
What should be our response? 
As soon as we sense a disconnect between us and Jesus we should run as fast 
as we can back to Him. 



Problem:  We don’t have the same urgency to get back to Jesus that we do 
when we lose our child in Wal-Mart.   
 
EX:  Or when you notice that you don’t have your phone… 
 
What do you do when you recognize that you are missing that connection? 
 
5.  They Found Him in the Temple vv. 46-47 
They found Him right where He told them He would be. 
Jesus says to them, “Didn’t you know I had to be in My Father’s house?” 
 
To us He says, “Haven’t I proven to you that I’ll be right here ALL THE 
TIME?” 
 
Listen:  We are masters of complication.  You saw all the things we do 
INSTEAD OF going back to where we know we can find Jesus.   
 
KEY:  What did the Temple represent in the Old Testament? 
-  The Presence of God 
-  That’s where they would go to meet with God. 
 
HUGE:  If you want to regain the connection you have lost with Jesus you 
have to make time to be in the Presence of God. 
-  Have a quiet time 
-  Get into His Word 
-  Do the basic things you’ve been taught since you came to know Christ! 
 
TRUST ME:  Jesus is still right where you left Him.   
 
6.  He Went Home with Mary and Joseph v. 51 
 
Here’s the most simple answer I can give you today on what to do if you feel 
like you’re in that spot where you’ve lost Jesus. 
 
Just come home! 
 


