
Redeeming the City 
Isaiah 58:1-14 

 
What God has been doing lately… 
 
Do you know that God created cities for a purpose? 
God was here before Rome was here and when Rome was built, God 
actually had a purpose for it. 
Do you also know that the devil works hard to make sure our cities do not 
accomplish the purpose for which God created them? 
 
Question:  Wouldn’t it be amazing to know that the city we live in was 
accomplishing God’s purpose? 
 
Here’s a statement of where I believe we are right now: 
 
God is sovereignly rebuilding the walls of our city, starting with the 
leadership of His churches.  I believe that as we continue to meet, God will 
pour out revelation concerning His redemptive plans for the city.  It was to 
the Jews living in the wicked city of Babylon that God spoke these words, 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
Taking our Cities for God by John Dawson 
 

I believe it’s our time to see God redeem THIS city and begin to use it 
for His planned purpose! 
 
Why should you care? 
-  Lived here forever 
-  You may have just moved here.  God brought you here for a reason.  
You’re to be a part of what He’s doing through this city.  If you weren’t, you 
wouldn’t be here. 
-  College Students- You may think you’re just here for 4 or 5 or 6 years.  
Why should you care?   
-  You should care because that hill that Shorter is on should be a beacon of 
light to this community. 
-  You should care because Berry College was started as a Christian College 
and needs to be redeemed to it’s original purpose! 
-  Georgia Highlands, young people, you should have a desire to help your 
city become all that God intended it to be. 



 
Why should we get involved? 
EX:  David Barton story.  1930’s Christians started telling their children to 
become Pastors and teachers instead of lawyers and Presidents. 
 
Our country was built on the principals we find in Scripture.  And all it took 
to get us where we are today is for Christ followers to sit back and allow it 
all to happen.  
 
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.”   
 
What do we know to be true about Rome, GA? 
 
Two things we have to know in order to See God Redeem our City: 
 
1.  What is God’s purpose for the City of Rome? 
 
The act of redemption is bringing something back to it’s original purpose. 
-  You can’t see something redeemed until you know that it was built for in 
the first place. 
 
2.  What is the sin area that is keeping Rome from accomplishing the 
purpose of God? 
 
At some point, the city got off track of following the original purpose of 
God. 
 
Purpose: 
 
Intercessors that I’ve spoken to that have been praying over this city for over  
20 years tell us that God has shown the purpose of Rome to be a city that 
brings Life. 
 
Life 
-  Three rivers connecting as a symbol of the waters of life. 
-  Well over 100 churches in Floyd County. 
-  The County seat where everyone in Northwest Ga comes to do business. 
 
 



Area of Sin: 
 
Isaiah 58:1-11 
58 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet.  
Declare to my people their rebellion and to the house of Jacob their sins.  
2 For day after day they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways,  
as if they were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the 
commands of its God. They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for 
God to come near them. 3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not 
seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’ “Yet 
on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your 
workers. 4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each 
other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your 
voice to be heard on high. 5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day 
for a man to humble himself? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed  
and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day 
acceptable to the Lord? 6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  
to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 
oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the 
naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  
  
Isaiah… tell them where they’re not really following me like they think they 
are. 
-  They seem eager to follow my way. 
-  Their fasting was all about the outside appearances and not about the 
heart! 
 
Then look what else He points out: 
Isaiah 58:13-14 
13 “If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you 
please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s holy 
day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing 
as you please or speaking idle words, 14 then you will find your joy in the 
Lord, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on 
the inheritance of your father Jacob.” The mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
 
They’ve limited the Sabbath to another outer appearance instead of 
something that really comes from the heart.  
 



Here is the sin are that they are dealing with and I believe it is at least ONE 
of the major areas we deal with here in Rome: 
 
Hypocritical Religion: 
Claiming to have moral standards or beliefs that your actions do not support. 
 
David Guzik: 
“In this chapter, God exposed the emptiness of two religious rituals as 
practiced in Isaiah's day: fasting and Sabbath keeping. Both of these are 
expressions of not doing things. In fasting, you don't eat. In Sabbath 
keeping, you don't work. An important aspect to this chapter is showing us 
that what we don't do isn't enough to make us right before God. Our walk 
with God shouldn't only be defined by what we don't do. What do we do for 
the LORD?” 
 
LISTEN:  It can no longer be about what we don’t do in our city.  It is about 
what we DO for the Lord and for His Kingdom in Rome, GA!  We’ve done 
nothing long enough!! 
 
Let’s look at what God plans to do with us: 
-  When we break the habit of hypocritical religion… 
 
Isaiah 58:8-12 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will 
quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of 
the Lord will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the Lord will 
answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. “If you do away 
with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk,  
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs 
of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will 
become like the noonday. 11 The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy 
your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will 
be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 
 
  
Then look what we’ll get to do: 
 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old 
foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of 
Streets with Dwellings. 



 
The City WILL BE Redeemed!! 
 
Here is the part we play: 
 
Pray 
-  Pray for the Glory of God in our city!!! 
-  City and County Commissioners 
-  City and County School Boards 
-  Educators 
-  Police Officers 
-  Pastors and other churches 
-  Pray for unity among our Spiritual Leaders 
-  Come join us for prayer on Tuesdays at noon 
 
Shine the Light of Christ in the City 
 
We want to focus more on the purpose of God for our city than what the 
enemy is doing to distract us from that purpose. 
 
Prepare for the Battle 
Ephesians 6:10-13 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


