
The Light of Redemption 
“First Steps to Redeeming Our City” 

 
Our goal is the see God redeem this city for His original purpose. 
-  We believe God put Rome, GA here to bring LIFE to this entire area.  
 
Reminder:  When something is redeemed, it is NOT repurposed.  God 
doesn’t come up with a new plan when He redeems.  He redeems so that His 
original plan can be accomplished. 
 
Blessing of Redemption:  Once you’ve been redeemed, you can live out the 
original purpose that God had for you at salvation as well. 
**And, we all want to live as redeemed people in a redeemed city so that 
God gets the most glory!! 
 
So, what is our role in the redemption of our city or the purposes of God? 
 
We must recognize up front that… 
1.  The World Needs Jesus  
 
John 3:167-17 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 
 
LISTEN:  Jesus Christ did not come to the world to condemn it to hell.  He 
came to save it so that we can have a relationship with the Father through 
Him. 
How does that relate to us today? 
When Jesus looks at Rome, GA, He also does not look to condemn it.  He 
looks to redeem it for His original purpose. 
 
EX:  Most of the time in our history, when the church gets involved in the 
city, it’s because they’re against something.  Or because they are 
condemning something. 
 
Our city doesn’t need us sitting back in our comfy church pew and 
condemning them for all that they do wrong.   



-  It needs us out there showing them that we are FOR our city, and so is 
Jesus! 
 
It is easy for us to sit back in our church pew and condemn the world 
outside. 
-  The problem with that is that Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world.  He 
came to save it.   
And, if we want to save the world, or redeem our city, we must stop 
condemning people for their sin and start introducing them to Jesus. 
 
Why is that the most important thing?  Because… 
2.  Jesus is the Light of the World 
 
John 8:12 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” 
 
The Light is the only thing that gets rid of the darkness. 
 
PROBLEM:  We have spent years trying to fight back the darkness by 
telling the darkness it is dark.   
-  We go into dark areas and try to fight and beat up the darkness. 
-  We try to cast out the darkness in our city. 
-  We love to tell the darkness how dark it is and that it needs to stop being 
dark and start being light. 
 
EX:  This is about as effective as you going out to your car after church and 
telling your black car that it needs to become white.   
-  It’s simply not possible! 
 
Focusing on the darkness in people is NOT the way to get them to see the 
light. 
 
But, What is the simplest way, in any situation, to get rid of the darkness?  
To turn on the light! 
 
 
 
 



I believe our world has heard enough about why they’re in the dark. 
-  They don’t need another speech on the darkness of darkness. 
-  They need to see the Light of the world. 
And, He will take them out of the darkness forever. 
 
So, what happens when we introduce our city to the Light of Jesus? 
3.  The Light Reveals Everything 
 
John 1:1-9 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men 
might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to 
the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the 
world. 
 
Speaking the truth is a must in our efforts for redemption 
 
And, before we can shine the Light ourselves, we have to allow the Light to 
shine is us. 
 
So, how do we show the Light of Jesus in our community? 
4.  We Must Be the Light! 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on 
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven. 
 
For our city to be redeemed, we must become to Light of Jesus to our 
community. 
-  We cannot keep the Light hidden inside the walls of our churches and 
expect the darkness of the world to go away.   



-  And, the only way the Light of Jesus is going to penetrate the darkness of 
the world is through you and me!   
We are the carriers of the Light! 
 
How do we shine the Light of Jesus into our Community? 
 
1.  Pray for every person you see every day. 
-  It is hard to condemn someone that you are praying for. 
-  It is much easier for you to show patience around people when you’ve 
been praying for them all day. 
 
HUGE:  Ask God to give you a love for the people in your city. 
 
EX:  Guy driving car with race stickers on the back: 5k, 10k, 15k, 13.1, 
26.2. 
-  I’m rooting for him.  
 
2.  Spend time in the presence of God every morning. 
 
EX:  You ever tried to do serious exercise without stretching?   
-  We always want to fastest route to the fastest result. 
 
Listen carefully:  You WILL NOT shine the Light of Christ to the 
community around you if you are not spending time in His presence! 
 
3.  Focus more on the Jesus in you than on the darkness around you. 
 
4.  Introduce others to the Light in you so that they can step out of the 
darkness around them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


