
The Presence, the Voice, and the Glory 
Exodus 33:1-3; Exodus 19:14-19 

Discussion Questions 
 

My time in Washington D.C. this week! 
-  I got to go into the Congressional Prayer Room where many of our 
members of Congress spend time before they go in for votes. 
-  We got to spend time in the original Supreme Court chambers. 
-- It was in that room where they originally started working to take prayer 
and the Bible out of our schools. 
 
I got to sit in the House of Representatives. 
-  23 law makers carved in the walls around the top of that room. 
-  22 of them face in a direction where they follow along the wall around the 
room toward the stage. 
-  Only one of them looks directly straight ahead at the spot where the 
Speaker of the House stands. 
-  That one is Moses!  Placed there as a reminder that there is a Law of God 
that supersedes any law of man.   
-  The means that even though man make laws to accept certain things, that 
doesn’t change what the True Law Maker says about it.  
 
Things I learned: 
1.  Our country is not being lead in the direction that our forefather’s 
intended. 
2.  Our country is built on a foundation that means it is totally possible for us 
to see the Glory of God fall on us in a mighty way. 
3.  Our country will NOT be turned toward God by our government.   
Listen:  Government does not determine culture.  The direction of our 
government right now is a RESULT of our culture.  
 
Which means… we will not see our country turn toward God by hoping the 
government starts making better decisions. 
 
We will see the Glory of God fall over our country when we see the Glory of 
God fall in our communities.  
-  And, we’ll see His glory fall our communities when we see His glory in 
our own lives.   
The country will change when we change.   



And, we will change when we get serious about our relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. 
 
We’ve been talking about Consecration.   
 
What is the goal of Consecration?  
-  To see God do amazing things in and around you? 
-  To see Him use you for great ministry? 
-  To be as close to Him as possible? 
 
Let’s define it like this:  The goal of consecration is to see the Glory of God! 
 
1.  What would you say is the goal of consecrating ourselves before the 
Lord? 
The answer stated in the message is that our goal in consecration is to see the 
Glory of God.  However, I think people will probably describe that in a 
number of different ways.  See how their responses can lead to an 
understanding of seeing God’s glory in our lives? 
 
In Joshua, they consecrated themselves because “tomorrow the Lord would 
do great things among them.” 
 
In consecration, we’re putting ourselves in position to see the Glory of God 
fall in our lives, our families, and our community. 
 
Struggle:  I think most of us have decided that the Glory of God is simply 
not going to fall in our life. 
-  We’ve settled for walking through life as Christians, doing religious 
things, and wondering what it’s really like to have an intimate, personal 
relationship with Jesus like the Pastor always tells us about. 
-  And, I think I know why many of us think that way:   
We don’t know how to hear from God. 
 
Listen:  If you pray and read the Bible, you come to church as often as 
possible, and you never hear anything from God, you begin to think you 
never will. 
-  Then, you settle for the life of religion, ritual, and silence because you’ve 
surrendered to the fact that He will never talk to you like He does all of 
those people around you.   
 



We need to walk through a couple of stories and see how we can overcome 
this issue in our lives. 
 
Exodus 33:1-3 
33 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you 
brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 2 I 
will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land flowing with 
milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked 
people and I might destroy you on the way.” 
 
2.  Have you ever felt like you were one of the Israelites in Exodus 33:3? 
Read Exodus 33:1-3.  People can answer this in a number of ways.  People 
may be right on the edge of a promised land of their own.  They may feel 
like God has sent them somewhere but has not gone with them.  Are they out 
there on their own?  Or they may even think that God has decided He can’t 
go with them because He might just have to kill them. 
 
In the next 10 verses we see a description of how Moses would set up a tent 
outside of camp and spend time with God.  
-  The people would all stand at the entrance of their tents as they watched 
Moses go to meet with God.   
-  That was the only way they knew of to meet with God. 
 
Then look what Moses says: 
 
Exodus 33:13-18 
13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and 
continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”  
14 The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” 15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do 
not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with 
me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish 
me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”  
17 And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, 
because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 18 Then Moses 
said, “Now show me your glory.” 
 
Moses tells God:  If you’re not going with us, we don’t want to go either! 



 
Why:   
Protection:  If they didn’t have the presence of God with them as they 
traveled, they would look just like everyone else. 
 
Moses Question:  How would people know we were Your people if You’re 
not with us? 
-  He was simply not willing to go without the presence of God. 
 
For us:   
1.  We must stop settling for missing the presence of God. 
EX:  Prayer Alters:  Failing in prayer with God? 
 
3.  What does it look like for you to be in the presence of God?  What 
keeps you from being there more often? 
Might be a quiet time or a spot that people go.  They may talk about their 
prayer life or their Bible reading time.  All of this is a part of it.  Truth, 
you’re living in the presence of God when you’re connected to Him in a way 
that you can hear from Him and are willing to respond to Him.  This requires 
consecration! 
 
-  Moses knew He couldn’t settle.  He had to have God with him as he 
moved forward. 
 
Why:  Because if we’re not spending our time in His presence, we’re going 
to look just like everyone else. 
- One thing about consecration:  You never look just like anyone else! 
 
Acts 4:13 
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that 
these men had been with Jesus. 
 
Old Testament vs New Testament:  HUGE BLESSING:  We have the 
presence of God available to us at all times! 
 
Problem:  The fact that we have the Holy Spirit in us does not mean we are 
always in the presence of God!   
 
Then we get to the next step in an intimate relationship with our Savior: 



 
Exodus 19:16-19 
16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a 
thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in 
the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet 
with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was 
covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke 
billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled 
violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then 
Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 
 
How big was this?   
-  They’ve only seen Moses go in and out and then tell them what God said 
to them all. 
-  Then, today, after much consecration, and after doing all they needed to do 
to be in His presence, they hear His voice!! 
 
Then God proceeds to have a conversation with Moses where the people 
could hear them. 
 
For us: 
2.  Nothing draws us closer to our God than learning to hear His voice! 
 
4.  How do you hear from God?  What is the most exciting thing He ever 
told you? 
Let them share how they hear from God.  I think it will do great things for 
the others in the room to hear this info.  There are too many of us that don’t 
hear from God and we love hearing from others about how that works.  
Hopefully, this will be an encouragement to others to start hearing from Him 
as well. 
 
I believe this is where we have a huge struggle. 
Too many people as Believers would have to say that they do not regularly, 
or maybe never, hear God speak to them.   
 
Some people in this room struggle when they hear someone else say, “The 
Lord told me…” because they don’t know if they’ve ever heard the Lord tell 
them anything.   
 



HUGE:  If you never feel like you hear anything from the Lord, you will 
simply try to do the right thing each day and accept the life that you’ve been 
given. 
There is SO MUCH more to your spiritual life than that! 
 
So, what is the secret to hearing from God? 
 
A.  Extended Time in His Presence 
 
5.  What plan can you develop that will help you spend extended time in 
God’s presence? 
This is huge.  I’m hoping to talk through the development of actual plans 
that helps people spend more time with God.  We cannot expect to connect 
with Him in a few minutes a day.  We have to spend quality time with Him 
to begin to recognize His voice.  Ask people to commit to a new plan for 
more time with Him. 
 
The only way to recognize the voice of God in your life is to spend a lot of 
time with Him. 
-  We cannot neglect time with Him and expect to hear Him when He speaks 
to us. 
 
B.  Extended Time in His Word 
 
6.  How much time do you spend daily in God’s Word?  How can you 
increase that amount? 
This is really huge.  The majority of people calling themselves Christians 
spend very little time in prayer and also very little time in His Word.  We 
will not hear clearly from Him reading a verse every few days.  We must 
allow God’s Word to pour into our lives.  This requires a commitment to 
being in it on a regular basis. 
 
God has given us His Word as a gift to us.   
When you spend extended time in it, you will hear Him speaking through 
you. 
 
3.  When you learn to connect to God in this way, you will see the Glory 
of God. 
 
-  You stay in His presence 



-  You hear from Him and respond to Him 
-  You begin to live your life in connection and communication with the 
Father. 
THEN, you get to see Him do the great things you’re hoping for. 
THEN, you get to see His glory fall all of you, your family, and our 
community! 
 
7.  Would you like to see the Glory of God fall in your life? 
Really this is just a question to see if they’re committed to making it happen.  
How badly do they really want to see God show up and show off in their 
lives?  Most people don’t want it that badly.  I hope we can move past that 
and seek more of Him than ever before. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


