
Clean Stables  
Proverbs 14:4 / Joshua 24 

 
Proverbs 14:4 ESV 
4 Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, but abundant crops come by 
the strength of the ox. 
 
What did that mean to them:  
-  Owning an ox was hard work. 
-  They ate a lot and made a huge mess. 
-  You had to feed them, clean up after them, and take care of them in every 
way. 
 
If you wanted a clean stable, or manger, the easiest way to do that was just 
to not have an ox at all. 
 
Problem with that is: 
-  Without an ox, you could do no work.  
-  No plowing, now planting, and ultimately no crops to live. 
 
What does this mean to you and me today? 
 
There is an easy, comfortable way to live and a challenging way to live.   
We come to like the easy way.  The problem is that it doesn’t produce 
anything.   
-  We walk around the church making sure everything is in it’s place and it’s 
just like we want it so our life will be as easy and comfortable as possible. 
-  Problem is that we have no ox!  We aren’t making any difference for the 
Kingdom as we wander around in the easy life. 
 
Or, you can jump in with both feet and do your best to make a difference for 
the Kingdom while you’re still here on Earth.   
 
I want us to look at a day in the life of a person that is consecrated before 
God: 
 
In order to do this we also have to look at the life of a person who lives a 
consecrated lifestyle over a multiple year period. 
 
Let’s look at the life of Joshua: 



 
He was one of the 12 spies sent in to scout the Promised Land. 
-  One of only 2 out of 12 that came back with a positive review and the 
courage to go take the land. 
 
Joshua 24:29 
29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the 
age of a hundred and ten. 
 
“A servant of the Lord” – those that The Lord had taken into His service to 
carry out His specific purposes. 
 
Sounds like “one that has been set apart”. 
 
Joshua 3:5 
5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will 
do amazing things among you.” 
 
Let’s look at what that life looked like then and what we can expect 
today: 
 
If you decide to make a habit of consecrating yourself and living a life of 
total surrender to the Father… 
 
1.  Your Faith will be Challenged 
 
Anytime we step up for God there will come a point where our faith is 
tested.  
 
Joshua 3:8 
8 Tell the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the 
edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’ ” 
 
River is at flood stage. 
If you go in the river at this time, you may not come out. 
 
LISTEN:  When you commit to live out God’s plan for your life instead of 
your plan for your life, your faith WILL be challenged. 
 
Joshua 3:14-16 



14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying 
the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood 
stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark 
reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from 
upstream stopped flowing. 
 
But, the best news is that, when we trust Him no matter how much we’re 
tested, He always comes through like He said He would. 
 
2.  Your Obedience will be Tested 
 
The walls of Jericho! 
 
Joshua 6:2-5 
2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your 
hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once 
with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry 
trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march 
around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When 
you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a 
loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, 
every man straight in.” 
 
Joshua 6:20 
20 When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the 
trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every 
man charged straight in, and they took the city. 
 
3.  You Will Be Affected by Sin 
 
Sin of Achan 
God told them specifically not to take any of the devoted items when they 
defeated Jericho. 
However, Achan took some of them with him. 
  
This is not a sin that Joshua committed but it still cost him dearly. 
 
Joshua 7:10-13 
10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your 
face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I 



commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they 
have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. 
12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn 
their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will 
not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted 
to destruction. 13 “Go, consecrate the people. 
 
When sin happens, you deal with it. 
-  That is a major point in consecration.   
-  We must deal with the sin in our lives or the sin that affects us. 
 
4.  You will Make a Mistake 
 
A group called the Gibeons lived close to the Israelites. 
- They had heard that God was fighting for the Israelites and they knew they 
would be defeated soon. 
-  They deceived Joshua and his men and made a treaty with them so that 
they could not be killed by them. 
 
Joshua 9:14-15 
14 The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord. 
15 Then Joshua made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the 
leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath. 
 
Here’s what happened:  Joshua and his men tested the Gibeonites story and 
were deceived by them.   
-  Problem:  They never asked God what He wanted them to do.  
 
As you walk with Christ, you WILL make mistakes.   
 
5.   The Lord will Fight for You 
 
This is going to be one of the most amazing things that we learn. 
-  When we surrender our agenda to His agenda, our plan to His plan, He 
will fight our battles for us. 
 
Watch this: 
Joshua 10:7-8 
7 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the 
best fighting men. 8 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I 



have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand 
you.” 
 
Listen, when God calls you to something, He’s going to get you through 
something! 
 
Joshua 10:9-11 
…The Lord threw them into confusion before Israel, who defeated them in a 
great victory at Gibeon… As they fled before Israel on the road down from 
Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them from 
the sky, and more of them died from the hailstones than were killed by the 
swords of the Israelites. 
 
 
CHALLENGE: 
 
Daily Consecration 
 
Joshua 24:14-15  
14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the 
gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose 
for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.” 
 
What are you going to do? 
 
Statement from last week:   
 
Your willingness to make this happens is determined by how badly you 
desire the movement of God in your life! 
 
 
 
 


