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21 Days of Connection 
United in Prayer – Week One 

Acts 1:14, 2:42-47, 4:21-31 
 
This year during our “21 Days of Connection” we are going to focus on the prayers 
in the book of Acts. When you read through Acts with a focus on prayer you will 
see that the early church was a praying church. It is easy to conclude that a 
PRAYERFUL church is a POWERFUL church. It is also convicting to realize that 
a PRAYERLESS church is a POWERLESS church.  
 
Quote from E. M. Bounds:  “What the church needs today is not more machinery 
or better, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men whom the 
Holy Spirit can use – men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy Spirit does 
not flow through methods, but through men of prayer.”  E. M. Bounds 
 
Look:  We have a lot of things planned for this New Year. 
-  We will be improving some of our programs, or methods of the way we do 
ministry. 
-  We will be working on our facilities to make sure we can reach as many people 
as possible with the Gospel. 
HOWEVER, none of that matters if we’re not starting, supporting, and grounding 
ALL of it in prayer!! 
 
Focus: 
We’ll be going through some of the prayers in the book of Acts during our 21 days. 
We believe the better name for this book is the Acts of the Holy Spirit and we 
don’t believe the book is complete. 
-  Holy Spirit is still actively at work around us and this book is still being written. 
 
Challenge: 
-  Read through the book of Acts once each week for these 3 weeks. 
-  Use the devotional guide that you can pick up today or read online at 
21daysofconnection.com. 
-  Come to one of the prayer meetings as often as possible.  These meetings are 
offered every weekday at noon and every weeknight at 7:00. 
 
And, as we get started… 
This passage is my prayer for you and for all those joining in this fast for the next 
21 days: 
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Ephesians 3:14-21 
14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he 
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 
of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 
United in Prayer 
Acts 4:24-31 
 
Introduction: 
God makes it very clear throughout Scripture that it is important for us to be united 
as His children. 
 
You can see it in us as a people even when we’re not connected to Him: 
 
Just in music alone over the years it shows up: 
-  In 1969, the Beatles sang “Come Together.” 
-  In 1975, the Captain & Tennille sang “Love will Keep us Together” 
-  Taylor Swift sang the ultimate break up song: “We Are Never Ever Getting Back 
Together” (2012) 
 
You can also see it in our addiction to social media: 
-  We’re even willing to buy into fake relationships if it makes us feel more 
connected to people. 
 
There is something within the heart of each of us that longs to be TOGETHER 
with someone.  
We were MADE for COMMUNITY; for togetherness! 
From the BEGINNING, God declared: “It is not good that man should be alone.” 
(Gen. 2:18) 
 
We can accomplish much more together than we can on our own.  
This is true in the church as well! 
How together are we today? I mean REALLY together. 
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Can you name ALL the people sitting three rows in front of you? 
Do you know the family seated across from you on the other side of our building? 
 
Let’s see how prayer connects to us coming together as a church family: 
 
1.  The Church was Born in Prayer 
 
Acts 1:12-14 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 
Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and 
Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brothers. 
 
Acts 2:1 
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
 
This is when Holy Spirit breathes life into the church that we know today.   
 
And, look who was there for it: 
 
Acts 2:9-11 
9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 
 
Then, the Lord adds about 3000 people to the church after Peter’s first message 
after Holy Spirit shows up. 
 
Alan Carr says, “We need another Pentecost!” 
We can’t recreate that events of that day when Holy Spirit breathed life into the 
church, but we can recreate the atmosphere among Believers. 
 
Key:  They were all together “in one accord” or “with the same mind”. 
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“If we want the Lord's presence and power in these days, then God's people are 
going to have walk together in unity.” 
 
2.  Christians Bonded Together in Prayer  
 
Acts 2:42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many 
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
Notice, corporate prayer is a key practice of this church.  Not just individual 
prayers but prayer together. 
 
What is Corporate Prayer? 
-  When we come together to pray for the same thing. 
-  Prayer with one goal in mind. 
-  Prayer with like minds and like hearts. 
 
It is the things we do TOGETHER that strengthen us! 
Teams practice together 
Teams play BEST when they work together. 
 
How could we pray together more as a church to see a huge move of God? 
 
Together Ideas: 
-  Life Groups 
-  Ministry Opportunities 
-  Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
 
One Challenge:  Make it a priority to be a part of one of our prayer times during 
these 21 days. 
 
3.  The Church was Made Bold Through Prayer  
 
In Acts 4:21 they were threatened to stop preaching and teaching about Jesus. 
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Acts 4:23-24, 29-30 
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all 
that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they 
raised their voices together in prayer to God…  
29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word 
with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs 
and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  
 
Once they were threatened that gathered together again to pray. 
-  And what did they pray for? 
-- BOLDNESS! 
Not protection  
Not permission 
Not less opposition… 
 
BOLDNESS!! 
 
And look what happened… 
Acts 4:31 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
 
Look what happened at the end of the book of Acts: 
 
Acts 28:30-31 
30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all 
who came to see him. 31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom 
of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Listen, the book of Acts is not complete. 
-  And how the Holy Spirit works in, around and through us as a church, and as a 
Body of Believers in this city, depends on how we come together in prayer. 
 
Conclusion:  
-  Are you willing to pour everything you have into prayer and see what ministry 
God brings about as a result of those prayers? 
-  Are you willing to come together with your brothers and sisters in this body, and 
throughout our community, by seeking the Father through prayer for the next 21 
days? 
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-  Are you willing to ask the Lord for BOLDNESS to speak His message in a way 
that our community will be changed? 
 
Community Challenge: 
Let’s commit to joining with other believers, from churches all across our city and 
county to pray for God to redeem our city.  
(Go to: 21daysofconnection.com for locations and times of corporate prayer that 
will be held across the city during the 21 days.) 
  

http://www.21daysofconnection.com

