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Commissioned and Sent by Prayer  
Acts 13:2-3 

 
Commissioning: 
-  to be called on and authorized for a particular job. 
EX:  Frank Murphy 
-  He’s the BSM Director at Berry and Georgia Highlands here in town but is also 
an amazing artist.  
-  He was “commissioned” to build the statue in front of the big circle up on 
Shorter’s campus.   
-  He was “called upon and authorized” to create that piece of artwork. 
 
Commissioning in Military: 
-  Appointing (someone) to the rank of officer in the armed services. 
-  Putting them in a certain position… 
 
Matthew 28:18-20  Called the “Great Commission” 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
 
This is the particular job, the work that we have been authorized to do because of 
our relationship with the Father. 
-  Go and make disciples 
-  Baptize them 
-  And teach them what God has taught us. 
 
Acts 1:8 This is where we are “sent” 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 
 
Listen:  If you are a Believer you have been commissioned to do a job and sent to 
get it done! 
 
Let’s look at what that looks like: 
 
Acts 13:2-3 
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2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they 
had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
 
What do we see about Barnabas and Saul? 
 
1.  They Were Set Apart 
 
It was “while they were worshiping the Lord and fasting” that the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul.” 
 
The sanctification process that we’re all walking in is a constant act of “setting us 
apart”. 
-  The more like Christ you become the more “set apart” you are. 
 
How many of you have figured out in the last three weeks that fasting and praying 
will help you make great strides in the area of being “set apart”?  
 
As we move further into the sanctification process we begin to understand for what 
purpose we are set apart. 
-  This is one of the critical connections that we want you to make as a part of this 
church. 
-  For what purpose did God create you?  For what role did he set you apart? 
 
HUGE:  And, being set apart doesn’t mean quit your job and run to try and get a 
job in a church somewhere.   
-  As a Believer, you’ve been set apart for the position you currently hold.   
 
2.  They Were Sent 
 
They immediately packed up and headed out once they learned that they had been 
sent! 
 
Remember:  The Gospel is just now spreading to other parts of the world.  So, they 
are specifically sent to certain places that still needed to hear the message of Christ. 
 
For us:  Being sent has more to do with lifestyle than it does with location! 
 
Now, don’t get me wrong.  We’re still supposed to go.   
-  We have trips constantly around the world because we’ve been sent. 
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-  We must go and tell others about Christ. 
 
But you have to understand this: 
“Sent” is a lifestyle of ministry no matter where you are. 
-  We were not called to sit and soak up all the good things of God.  We were 
called to be sent out to shine as the Light of Christ in our world! 
 
Living Life On Mission:  Just another way to put it.  When we understand being 
sent for ministry, we begin to live our lives on purpose, or on mission, no matter 
where God chooses for us to go.   
 
3.  They Spoke with Boldness 
 
Acts 13:5 
5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. 
 
v. 12 – The proconsul believed in Jesus because of what he saw and was “amazed” 
at what they were teaching. 
 
Starting in v. 16 Paul stands up and preaches a message that was a lot like the one 
that got Stephen stoned to death. 
 
They were truly out there preaching the Word of God with boldness. 
 
LISTEN:  When your set apart for a special work for the Lord, and sent to get that 
work done, why would you try to do it in any other way than going after it with 
BOLDNESS? 
 
What does Boldness look like in a Believer today? 
1.  People know that your relationship with Christ is your top priority. 
2.  You’re not ashamed of the Gospel when it needs to be shared. 
3.  One of your goals everyday is to live life on mission and make sure everyone          
you know has a personal relationship with Christ. 
4.  You’re not willing to leave anyone behind. 
 
And then the result was… 
4.  They Saw God Move 
 
Acts 13:48-49 
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48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; 
and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 49 The word of the Lord 
spread through the whole region… 
 
Isn’t this what we want to see in our lives. 
-  We want God to use us to make an impact on the lives around us. 
-  We want to see a difference because of how He used us. 
 
In order to do that, we must surrender to His calling on our life and be willing to 
obey. 
 
We must understand that we are commissioned AND sent to shine as the Light of 
Christ WHEREVER He puts us. 
 
So, what does this mean for you today, and tomorrow as you end the fast and go 
back to regular life? 
 
 
 


