
Protected by Prayer 
Acts 12 

 
Week One we talked about praying for Boldness!  Boldness gives us the 
ability to speak up for the Gospel in any situation.  This is exactly what we 
see in the Christians throughout the rest of the book of Acts. 
 
Last week we talked about Hearing from God in a new way.  One thing we 
talked about is that, when we see and hear things from God that others don’t, 
we will do things that others won’t do.   
 
When we become bold as Christ Followers and are willing to step out and do 
things that the “common person” is not willing to do, we will be persecuted 
for it.   
 
People simply don’t like “different”.  Especially people in the church.  They 
really don’t like it when you step out in your faith in a way that they aren’t 
willing to do.   
 
So, persecution comes. 
 
II Timothy 3:12 
12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, 
 
It is TRUE that, in order to see God redeem this city, we must 
PERSEVERE! 
-  A huge part of that is not just persevering through hunger or frustration, 
etc.  It’s about persevering through persecution of many kinds. 
 
But, here’s the good news:  We, as God’s children, are Protected by Prayer! 
-  And that’s what we’ve got to look at today. 
 
Acts 12: 
 
The Persecution Starts 
 
Acts 12:1-4 
12 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the 
church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put 



to death with the sword. 3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be 
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him 
out for public trial after the Passover. 
 
 
The Prayer Intensifies 
 
Acts 12:5 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God 
for him.  
 
 
The Provision Comes 
 
Acts 12:6-10 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the 
entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the 
cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, 
and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on 
your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you 
and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, 
but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he 
thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards 
and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, 
and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, 
suddenly the angel left him.  
 
 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that 
the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from 
everything the Jewish people were anticipating.”  
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of 
John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 
13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came 
to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so 
overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the 
door!”  



15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it 
was so, they said, “It must be his angel.”  
16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, 
they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet 
and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and 
the brothers about this,” he said, and then he left for another place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Protected by Prayer 
Acts 12 
 
Introduction: 
You have heard the ads. 
You can have 24/7 protection with our product.  
We will protect your home, your ID, your mortgage, your WHATEVER. 
Just sign up today and for $19.95 you can be safe and secure with us. 
It sounds good. It sounds like something we might need. Who doesn’t desire 
protection and safety? 
Better than any protection plans that are available today is the protection that 
is ours as children of God. 
[Pastor, the next two paragraphs are here to provide a brief review of what 
you have preached the past two weeks. Repetition is effective in impressing 
the Word into the hearts of our church family.] 
It is certain that there will be times when we need God’s protection… 

• As we come together and pray and see God give “birth” to new and 
exciting ministries. 

• As we forge a tighter “bond” with each other through our times of 
prayer (Satan would love to disrupt our growing fellowship). 

• To speak the Word with “boldness” as the members of the early 
church did. 

As we “see” the invisible, we can do the impossible no matter how 
improbable it seems. We can move in confidence hearing the 
imperceptible as we respond immediately to the Lord’s leadership in our 
lives. As we do this it is good to know the Lord can and will protect us. He 



will either keep us “from” difficulty or He will strengthen us “through” 
challenging times. 
Today we will see very clearly that living for Jesus is not without its 
challenges.  
I wish 2 Timothy 3:12 wasn’t in the Bible, but it is and it clearly tells us… 
“Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted,” 
I will give you three powerful and life changing statements at the end of this 
message. The statements are born out of Acts 12, they come from a time of 
persecution and God’s provision through prayer! 
[NOTE: You do not NEED to preach the outline. The outline is a means to 
enable you to communicate the story well and make the concluding three 
points.] 

1. The Persecution 
The main characters in this story are: 
 

a. Herod the Political ruler 
 

b. James, the martyr 
James is imprisoned. Perhaps the church thought this was a 
temporary or soon to be resolved situation. Then the headlines 
swept through the community that Herod had James 
“Killed…with the sword.” (Acts 12:2) 
 
This situation must have rocked the church. Things were going 
so well. The church was growing. Saul the persecutor had 
become Paul the Preacher. Great days were before the church 
and then in a moment it all changed! 
 

c. Peter, the Apostle who walks free! 
 

2. The Prayer 
After the death of James we read “earnest prayer for him (Peter) was 
made to God by the church. (Acts 12:5) 
 
There is nothing like trouble, trials and conflict to drive you to your 
knees in prayer! 
 
Trying times call for earnest prayer! 
 



3. The Prison Break 
a. The Apostle 

It is interesting to find Peter sleeping while chained to guards 
and facing an impending death. How could he rest at a time like 
this? 
Peter modeled for us the truth of Philippians 4:6-7 “do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 

b. The Angel 
Thank God for His angels who are ministering Spirits. 
“Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the 
sake of those who are to inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14) 

i. Jacob had an angel who protected him from deceitful 
Laban (Gen. 48:16) 

ii. An angel protected Daniel from the lions (Dan. 6:27). 
iii. Little children have angels who keep watch over them 

(Matt. 18:10). 
iv. Paul was strengthened by an angel on a storm tossed ship 

(Acts 27:23). 
v. Peter had an angel to minister to him while in this prison 

cell. 
 
Praise God for His angels that do His bidding! 
 

c. The Announcement 
The angel “struck Peter on the side and woke him” (Acts 12:7).  
The angel told Peter to “Get up quickly” and “Dress yourself 
and put on your sandals.” He also told him to “Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me.” 
 
The angel was clearly there to deliver Peter and yet there were 
specific things that Peter had to do.  
 
The Lord in His wisdom and grace may deliver us from 
troubles and trials but not without us having to do our part. 



God’s deliverance does not absolve us of our responsibility! 
 

d. The gate to the City 
Some of you may be old enough to remember the old “Get 
Smart” TV series. Do you, remember the opening scene where 
Agent Maxwell Smart walks through all those doors that would 
open and close for him? That’s kind of what happened for 
Peter. The chains fell off and they passed by the first and 
second guard. Next they came upon the iron gate. 
 

Acts 12:10 (ESV)  
When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron 
gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they 
went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 
 
If you have ever been in a prison or jail you know those gates and bars are 
very imposing! 
 
Peter is one step away from freedom, but there is a big iron gate between 
him and his freedom. Miraculously the gate leading to the city opened all on 
its own. Wow! 
 
Through prayer we are believing that God can open some “iron gates” for 
you. We are praying he will open gates to this city so we can redeem what 
God has planned for Rome and the surrounding area! 
 

4. The Prayer Meeting (Acts 12:12) 
Peter realizes this whole experience isn’t just a pleasant dream – he 
has really been “boosted” from the prison by an angel of the Lord 
(Acts 12:11). He’s out – now what? 

He goes to Mary’s house where a prayer meeting is going on. 
 
I love how Scripture records: “many were gathered together and were 
praying.” We are once again reminded of the importance of corporate 
prayer! 
 
May we be reminded that when we have problems we don’t need to run to 
the latest ministry consultant, or the banker, or the denominational leader, or 
the latest seminar, or the most recent book. The best thing we can do is 
gather with those who are praying. Prayer can accomplish in a moment far 



more than any of those other resources can accomplish in a lifetime! 
 

5. The Prison Keepers Destiny (Acts 12:19) 
The guards were put to death. 
Those who were to keep and kill Peter ended up being killed 
themselves! 
We need not fear our captors – they should fear that they have 
touched God’s children! 
 

6. The Proud Kings Death (Acts 12:20-23) 
Herod delivered what must have been a rousing speech to the people 
(Acts 12:21). The crowds shouted “The voice of a god, and not of a 
man!” (Acts 12:22). He must have smiled as he enjoyed that moment. 
But his joy was very short lived as the Bible tells us “Immediately an 
angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the 
glory,” (Acts 23). The Jewish historian Josephus recorded that Herod 
endured severe pain for five days and then died. 
 
Those who seek to stop the Word and the spread of the Gospel will 
die! Thankfully the power of God’s Word will continue to live and 
change lives! 
 

7. The Power of God’s Word 
Acts 12:24 (ESV)  
“But the word of God increased and multiplied.” 
 
Isaiah 55:11 (ESV)  
“So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it.” 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Yes, troubles and trials will come our way. We will more than likely 
experience some persecution as we seek to see the redemption of our 
communities, our city, our county and our country. 
But ALWAYS remember… 

1. Tyrants Die! 
2. Troubles Pass! 
3. Truth Marches on! 



 
1. Pray for the protection of believers around the world. There are places 

where persecution is very severe for believers – let’s unite in prayer on 
their behalf! 

Community Challenge: 
Let’s pray for our city and governmental leaders as we are instructed to do in 
1 Timothy 2:1-4. 
 


