
21 Days to Maximum Impact 
“Training the Next Generation” 

 
Strategic Priority #1:  Keeping the Good News of Jesus at the center of all we 
do. 
 
Strategic Priority #2:  Equipping our people to live as Disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Strategic Priority #3:  
Our Children:  Training our next generation to know God and to live 
according to His Word. 
 
What are the steps of ministry that must take place to help us accomplish this 
goal? 
 
Matthew 19:13-15 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  
14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 15 When he had placed his 
hands on them, he went on from there. 
 
1.  Children need to be taken to Jesus. 
 
The disciples “rebuked” them. 
 
EX:  In my home church, that was the job of the Deacons. 
-  Smacking me on the head telling me to stop running in church. 
 
We have to be careful in the way we engage our children here at the church. 
 
 
Matthew 19:13 NLT 
13 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could lay his 
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for 
bothering him. 
 
Question:  Who’s taking your children to Jesus? 



 
The people most responsible for taking the kids to Jesus is the parents! 
 
“If you don’t train your children to follow Christ the world will train them not 
to.” 
 
As your church, we are here to help you in that process.   
 
Our first priority is to introduce your child to Jesus. 
 
Preschool:  That’s why they’re telling them Bible stories and praying over 
them as they rock them in the nursery. 
 
Children:  That’s why for first graders we’re reminding them that Jesus loves 
them and has a great plan for their lives. 
 
Youth:  We meet them right in the middle of the chaos that is “the teen years” 
and take them to Jesus every chance we get. 
 
 
2.  Children need to be taught the Word. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1 
6 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me 
to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess…..4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 

Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie 
them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
 
How committed are you to teaching your kids God’s Word in your home?   
-  It’s not always easy. 
-  It usually needs to happen when your tired and ready for everyone to go to 
bed. 
-  And, you might not have all the answers to every question they ask. 
 



That’s all ok!  
 
I would say that most parents don’t teach their children the Bible at home 
because they’ve not really studied the Bible that much themselves.  
-  They may have been in church forever, but they’ve never made a point of 
studying and understanding the scriptures. 
 
For the Church:  This is another part we focus on.  
 
We are going to teach our children the Bible.  
-  Different ways to do with this with each age of the child. 
-  Video, curriculum, crafts, etc. all involved in teaching a child about the Bible. 
 
 
 
3.  Children need to be trained to live it out. 
 
Proverbs 22:6 
6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn 
from it. 
 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither 
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father 
in heaven. 
 
Your light should shine the very brightest in your own home!  Right in front of 
your spouse and your children. 
 
 
Challenge: 
1.  What are you going to do in your home to help your children know God and 
live according to His Word? 
2.  What are you going to do here at the church to help all of our children 
know God and live according to His Word? 
 



 
 
 
 


