
May 2020 The Grapevine 
Pastor’s Ponderings 

     One of the curious outgrowths of our shelter-in-place 
requirements is that I never expected to have this many 
evenings free until I retired: very few evening meetings, no 
community choir, no Wednesday Night Live, not even pinochle 
on alternate Fridays. This infusion of evening time has afforded 
me the opportunity to spend more time in my workshop, where 
I can do some woodworking. 

     A few months ago, I purchased an antique—or, at least old—
rocking chair from an area resident.  If the chair was a house, 
you might say it had “good bones”, but beyond the structural 
soundness a lot of improvements were indicated.  That chair 
has sat in the garage, in the way, ever since.  Recently, we 
began the process of repairing/refurbishing/ remodeling/
renovating it—everything short of replacing it. It is going to 
take a lot of effort to recover, repad, reglue, and refinish this 
into a beautiful, comfortable, prized piece of furniture.  [I 
hope we are equal to the task!] 

     A few weeks ago, our church was suddenly forced to 
redefine the way it “does business.”  We could no longer meet 
for worship, or fellowship, or Sunday School, or…anything.  
With two days’ notice, we had to figure out how to create a 
worship service and livestream it to those capable of receiving 
it, while not having more than maybe a half dozen people in 
the building at the time.  We also had to determine how to 
keep in touch with people we were used to seeing regularly, 
and funding our ministry when we were used to people picking 
up our offerings as we sat in our pews. 

     I am very pleased with how we have adjusted and 
reoriented through our online worship presence, our weekly 
contacting efforts, and your dedication to making sure those 
cards, letters, and donations keep coming in.  I am also excited 
to see how God is using our new practices to increase our 
presence in people’s lives and bring us to some important 
decision points.  What I am seeing is evidence of what I have 
long claimed: God does not will everything; God can use 
anything. 
      



 

Special Offering to Benefit Emergency Food Bank 
     I think we have all been shell-shocked by the incredible numbers of 
people losing their jobs because of the shelter-in-place orders in effect 
around our nation.  One of the local agencies most affected by this 
sudden surge in need has been the Emergency Food Bank, with whom 
Holy Cross has enjoyed a long history of support. 
 I was pleased to drop off 512# of donated food there on April 21; the 
place was a beehive of activity as befits their increased usage. 
 Here is my challenge to the fine folks of Holy Cross: Give!  Please 
send in donations to the church with “Food Bank” on the memo line and 
we will get the funds to them so they can forward the food to the needy. 

  

Pastor’s Ponderings (continued) 

     I don’t believe that God has designed the COVID-19 
virus as a judgment against some group or another.  I 
believe God is saddened whenever we suffer, and rejoices 
when we find ways to care for one another amidst such 
struggles (think shelter-in-place).  I further believe that 
our Lord is inviting us to use the impetus of these days to 
reconsider and redefine the ways we do ministry to 
continue to extend our reach far beyond our limited scope 
pre-coronavirus. 

  To refurbish that chair I mentioned, we are beginning by 
reducing it to its most basic elements: basic wooden 
pieces, springs, hardware—from which we will rebuild and 
replace as necessary until it is stronger, more stable, and 
more comfortable than before.  Every piece is being 
assessed for its viability in the chair we are re-creating.  

     Similarly, as we emerge from the current situation we 
need to look at the representative parts of our life as a 
body of believers and assess what is still working, what 
needs refining, and what needs replacing.  I invite you to 
be part of that conversation.  My email is 
hcpastorg@gmail.com.  Tell me what hopes are in your 
heart, what ideas are in your head, what prayers are in 
your soul for our future together serving God as Holy Cross 
UMC. 

     Yours for Christ,  
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Wednesday Night Live 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to COVID-19 concerns, Wednesday  Night Live will not meet until 

it becomes safe to do so.  

     Let us pray for the healing of this world. We are all in these hard times together.  

     We look forward to the time we can renew our evenings of fellowship and growth. 

~submitted by Diane Morgali 

Special Offering to Benefit Emergency Food Bank (continued) 
     And here is my special appeal to those who may be in the place to give above and 
beyond: tithe your government ‘stimulus’ check to this effort.  For some of us, this is free 
money: it reaches us, but so does our regular paycheck. Think what 10% (the tithe) of your 
$1,200 could do to help those who are being forced to choose between say, eating and 
having shelter.  When my check hits my account, 10% is headed to the Food Bank. 
     I am hoping and praying that our congregation can donate $2,500 or more through this 
special effort.  We will send our combined donation on May 18, so please send your check 
soon. 

~submitted by Pastor Gary 

Share Jesus Hour 
from the Education Team 
 
     Hello to all our children and youth! I pray that you had a nice Easter with your family. All 
of us missed being able to have the Annual Easter Egg Hunt. I think of how exciting it will be 
for next Easter. I heard that some people had indoor hunts, others found there were some 
eggs left by the Easter Bunny in their backyards. 
     Last Grapevine, I mentioned semons4kids.com as a resource.  It has lessons, crafts, and 
games.  Some of the team have used them as there are themes. It is free! 
     This has not been an easy time for anyone, but it can be especially hard on the younger 
ones.  They don’t understand why they can’t go play with their best friend, it is said that 
“patience is a virtue” and in times like these, it is definitely true.   
     Enjoy this time together, play games, sing songs, bake together, (by the way baking is 
math and science), plant a window garden.  Read Bible stories, Jonah and the whale, Daniel 
in the lion’s den and then perhaps do an art project that demonstrates the story. 

 
In Christian Love, 

Judith Ernst 
Convener, Share Jesus Hour 



WORSHIP THEMES FOR MAY 
 Our worship in May will find us exploring the adventures of the early church 
before we celebrate our Lord’s Ascension and then the birth of the Church at 
Pentecost.  Even if we must worship from the privacy of our own homes, we still 
share an essential unity in Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit who moves 
upon us all. 
 

MAY 3                                                                                                     4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 CELEBRATING A LOVE FEAST 

 Scripture readings: Psalm 23; Acts 2:42-47; John 10:1-10 
 Sermon: Finding Our All in Christ 
 In lieu of communion, we will conclude our worship by celebrating a  
  traditional Love Feast, a simple meal of bread and water as a 
  celebration of the unity we enjoy in Christ.  Have provisions at hand 
  as you join us for our livestream worship. 

MAY 10                                                                                                   5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
FESTIVAL OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME 

 Scripture readings: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; John 14:1-14 
 Sermon title: The Original GPS   
  Preaching will be the Rev. Laura Steed, Multifaith Chaplain at UOP 

MAY 17                                           6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 Scripture readings: 1 Peter 3:13-22; Acts 17:22-31; John 14:15-21 
 Sermon: Not in It Alone 

MAY 24                                                                     ASCENSION SUNDAY/HERITAGE SUNDAY 
     Scripture readings: Psalm 47; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
 Sermon: Ascension Prompts Anticipation 

MAY 31                                            PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 Scripture readings: Acts 2:1-21; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 7:37-39 
 Sermon: Gifted for Great Things 



 

We So Appreciate You! 

     The morning after I agreed to become the pastor 

here at Holy Cross, I was introduced to Office 
Manager Temple Gallagher.  Her enthusiasm bowled 

me over.  I was so struck that someone—who had had 
one “boss” for her 16 years of service—could be so 

enthusiastic in meeting his successor.  That meeting 
convinced me that things would go well here at Holy 
Cross. 

     One of the things I so appreciate about Temple is 
her energy.  As I was preparing to move here, she 

told me she wanted to relocate the church office and 
pastor’s study.  She was already overseeing the 

Trustees’ efforts to renew the parsonage (thank you!) 
and complete the new patio project (fantastic!).  
Well, I thought she was a bit crazy at that point.  Her 

instincts were sure, and the result is a much more 
functional working and meeting space than would have been possible under the 

former arrangement.  Early on I learned, trust Temple and things will work out 
well. 

     Temple regularly exhibits a heart of gold: she does a masterful job of pulling 
together special receptions after memorial services and the like, often going 
beyond the call to provide just the right comfort foods.  Another bit of evidence 

of this is her cranking out face masks to help us keep our germs to ourselves! 

     One final tribute to her generosity is how hard she has worked to ensure that 

Laura Morales succeeds as the new Office Administrator.  Temple has contributed 
many hours to helping Laura wade through annual reports, get familiar with 

people in the congregation and the conference, things like 
that.  Such is an indicator of how her love for Holy Cross 
and its people has always gone far beyond her office 

hours. 

     I could say much more, but instead, I will invite you to 

add your words of appreciation the next time you see 
Temple.  For now, please join me in giving thanks to God 

for the life and work, the energy and enthusiasm of 
Temple Gallagher. 

 ~submitted by Pastor Gary 



 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Malakai Lomano  
3 Paul Gallagher 
8 Melelatai Mulikihaamea 
11 Alivia Mitchell 
12 Kimberley Wight 
15 Alexander Bishop 
15 Richard Gallegos 
19 Rylee Nolan 
22 Alice Hannan 
22 Betty Payne 
29 John Fox 
29 Bob Webb 
30 Scott Maynard 
31 Comfort Matadi 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
11 Willie & Emelda Simmons 
16 Maranda & David Ramirez 
29  Amanda & Jeff Bishop 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 
 

     I pray that all are doing well. This new normal is quite an adjustment for people who love to 
congregate, no pun intended. There has been some silver linings inspired by the corona virus. 
People have become innovators, ex. 3D printers making protective masks, puzzle sales are 
up, and people stepping up and helping their neighbors. 
     Easter came even though it arrived differently.  Here’s the first verse from a song that I 
love:      
    Ev’ry morning is Easter morning from now on! 
    Ev’ry day's resurrection day, the past is over and gone! 
             Good-bye guilt, good-bye fear, good riddance! Hello Lord, hello sun!  
             I arn one of the Easter people! My new life has begun! 
  
     Yes, things will change.  One of which is the Fall Boutique.  It will be rescheduled. What 
will not change is the love and care that this congregation has for each other! Praise God! 
     If you find yourself feeling blue, read Psalm 23. Call a friend to say “hi”, bake some 
chocolate chip cookies to share. 
     In Christian Love, 
             Judith Ernst 



 
 

May 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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31       

Ascension of 
the Lord 
 

National Day 
of Prayer 

Mother’s Day 

May 
Friendship 
Day 

Ascension 
Sunday 

Day of 
Pentecost 

Worship services available on FACEBOOK join us every Sunday at 10:30 am... 

Holy Cross United Methodist Church 

 Special Event on May 21
st 

Hymn Sing at 6:30 pm live on Facebook  



 

Voices from Uganda- the Chosen are Coming 
 
     Holy Cross has hosted  “Chosen”, the children’s singing group organized by our  Ugandan friends  at  
Action for Empowerment (AOET) twice, once in 2007, and again in  People have been asking when the 
children will return, and I’m  happy to announce that they are scheduled to be in our area from  
November 19 to 25, over the Thanksgiving holiday.  
     The Chosen singing and dancing group is an ongoing part of the AOET program in Uganda. Each time 
a tour is scheduled, a new group of children is selected to learn the routines and then travel to the US. 
They are all students at Rehaboth Integrated School in Bugembe, the school which AOET operates.  The 
“Integrated” in their name refers to the fact that the school has both Christian and Muslim students.   
     I wish you could meet the teachers and principal at Rehaboth School.  They are dedicated 
professionals who earn a fraction of what teachers in the US earn.  About half the students in the school 
are sponsored children and half have their tuition paid by their parents or guardians, most of whom also 
are poor.  Class size averages 40 or 50.  But here is the amazing thing: all of the primary 7 students who 
took the national examination required to move on the secondary school (which starts after primary 7 
and is at a different school): passed the exam with the equivalent of our “A” or “B”.  This truly is a major 
accomplishment.   
     You will get to meet the children who have been selected to become the “Chosen.” I am in the process 
of forming a committee to do the scheduling their visit.  Also needed:      
          -donations to help defray the cost of bringing the “Chosen” to the US 
          -sponsorships for children on the AOET waiting list ($35 per month)   
          -prayer support 
      If you would like to be part of any of these efforts , give me a call at 465-3748.  

          ~submitted by Diane Morgali 
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