
     Over each of the next three months, I want to lift up one of the 
instructional tasks taken on by our confirmation class to both keep you 
aware of what they are studying and to challenge you to consider 
learning alongside them.  This month I will be sharing with you the 10 
Commandments; next month we will look at The Apostles’ Creed; in May 
we will consider the value of memorizing the names of the books of the 
Bible in order. 
 I find it interesting that many people will sing the praises of the 
Ten Commandments (or Decalogue), yet 60% of Americans cannot name 
five of them (which points to the attraction of concept over 
application!).  They can be found in two places in the books of Moses: 
Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:1-21.  What appears below are the 
specific commands, minus the details of interpretation which are added 
to some of them: 

I.      You shall have no other gods before me. 
II.      You shall not make for yourself an idol. 
III.    You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
IV.      Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
V.      Honor your father and your mother. 
VI.      You shall not murder. 
VII.   You shall not commit adultery. 
VIII. You shall not steal. 
IX.     You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
X.      You shall not covet. 

 In my sermon on February 16, I showed how Jesus addressed four of 
these commandments and amplified their application during his Sermon 
on the Mount (see Matthew 5:21-37).  I also shared that some people 
say they are not bound by the Ten Commandments because they live 
according to the Sermon on the Mount, which tells me they haven’t read 
Jesus’ words very closely because of his broader application which calls 
into question motive, not just action. 
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     Jesus promised that the testimony of the law would not pass away, which tells me we need 
to take these commandments seriously.  As we move through Lent, let me suggest that each 
week between now and Easter, you focus on two commandments per week and assess how well 
you are living them out and where, by God’s grace and in God’s strength, you can keep to those 
rules more faithfully so that they reflect the purpose and character of Christ in you.  If you 
want to go even farther, try memorizing those commandments: be among the few who can 
name them all. 
 Beyond that personal application, please be faithful to pray for our confirmands and their 
mentors as they engage in these months of dedication, discovery, and decision.  As we pray for 
their growth in faith in Christ and subsequent faithful living for Christ, let us also seek to live 
in the same way. 
 Yours for Christ, 

Cont. Pastor’s Ponderings 

     Welcome to Lent!  Throughout the month of March and half of April we will journey with 
Jesus through Lent, a season of penitence through which we work to align our hearts with the 
aims of Christ.  In our worship, we will contemplate some notable encounters in Jesus’ ministry. 
March 1                                                1st  Sunday in Lent 
 Scripture readings: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19;  
 Matthew 4:1-11 
 Sermon: Which Is Better: 1 or 2? 
March 8                                                2nd Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Psalm 121; Genesis 12:1-4a; John 3:1-17 
 Sermon: How Far Are You Willing to Go? 
March 15                                                    3rd Sunday in Lent 
 Scripture readings: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; John 4:5-42 
 Sermon: Well…Well…Well 
March 22                                                    4th Sunday in Lent 
 Scripture readings: Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
 Sermon: Seeing Clearly 
March 29                                                    5th Sunday in Lent 
 Scripture readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; John 11:1-45 
 Sermon: Raising Lazarus: A Drama in Three Acts 

Worship Themes for March 
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Wednesday Night Live  
                                       

     Our church family eats, plays and learns together each Wednesday evening. Dinner begins at 
5:30pm and is served in the Social Hall. If you are able, a donation toward the cost of your meal is 
appreciated. Our cost per meal is around $3.00. Evening activities for kids and adults begin at 
6:30pm. There are various studies and opportunities throughout the year. Please check below to see 
the offerings available. Please join us and bring a friend as we gather weekly to build community 
and grow in Christian understanding.  
 
5:30 to 6:30   FOOD  
6:30 to 7:30   GROUPS  
 
Groups:   
1. Discussion with Pastor Gary in his office. Conversation during Lent will focus on “Christ in 
Crisis”, the latest book by Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners.  Please contact Pastor Gary if you are 
interested in participating.  
 
2. “The Holy Land Revealed” video lecture series featuring Professor Jodi Magness.  Have you ever 
wondered what archeology can tell us about Bible times? This series focuses on the area which 
includes modern day Israel, the Palestinian territories, 
and Jordan. Historical sources include the Hebrew 
Bible, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the writings of Josephus 
and Philo, and the New Testament. 
 

     Facilitated by Diane Morgali in the church library 

Telephone Reassurance Program 
                                      

      A telephone Reassurance Program offered by the Stockton Police Department Volunteers in Police 
Service (V.I.P.S.).  Each day, except weekends & holidays, a member of V.I.P.S. will call the 
participant.  If the participant does not answer after a reasonable number of attempts a unit will be 
dispatched for a welfare check.  Participants must be a resident of Stockton and complete application 
form listing participant information, emergency contacts, next of kin, doctor, & key holders.  
Participants can include: 
 the elderly 
 Latch-key children 
 Handicapped individuals 
 Homebound individuals 
Program highlights include: 
 Calls made more than once a day or at different times on different day 
 Calling interruptions for vacation/special occasions can be scheduled 
 No cost to participants 
 Peace of mind for family/friends who may find it difficult to maintain consistent contact 
      a practical, caring service to the community. 
If you are interested call the Volunteers In Police Service of the Stockton Police Department at: (209) 
937-8477 
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     Our confirmation class is well underway with 14 youth paired up with mentors 
who are spending time preparing with them for our meetings every two weeks on 
Saturday evening at 6:00 in the Social Hall.  On alternate weeks (more or less), 
the youth will meet for activities and events at the same time, but in Room 2. 
     The schedule for March looks like this: 
 February 29: Confirmation class will discuss the topic: Holy Spirit. 
 March 7: Confirmation class will discuss the topic: Worship 
 March 14: Youth group meets. 
  March 21: Confirmation class will discuss the topic: The Bible 
 March 28: Youth group meets. 
     Youth group is open to all youth in grades 7 – 12.  For more information, please 
talk with Cara Dahl, Ed McKenzie, or Pastor Gary. 

     For his Wednesday Night Live class beginning on March 4, Pastor Gary will be 
leading a study and conversation on the book Christ in Crisis, by Jim Wallis.  This 
book grows out of the Reclaiming Jesus declaration, penned by Wallis and others 
that came out in May of 2018. 
     This book deals with pertinent questions being raised by what is going on in 
American society today, where the aims of Jesus are being supplanted by lesser 
gods.  By dealing with the questions raised in this book we can measure whether 
we are thinking and acting “in Jesus’s name.”      
     Expect to be both inspired and confronted by the content of this book.  
Expect to gain a clearer view of how you and our church can be better aligned 
with Jesus.. 
     You can sign up for this 10-week study by calling the church office (472-2177) 
or emailing me at hcpastorg@gmail.com.  There is no cost for the class.  
Donations made for the book allow our Education funds to 
go farther. 

─submitted by Pastor Gary 

Pastor Gary’s Lent/Eastertide Class Announced  
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      Our small group would like to invite 

new members to join us.  Currently, our 

members are Tracy Tennies, Diane 

Morgali, Emosi Raura and myself, Martha 

Landrum, and we hope to add 4 or 5 new 

members.  We see our group as an 

opportunity to gather in love to discuss 

our various perspectives on the meaning 

of scripture, the traditions of the church, 

and what it means to be a disciple of 

Jesus in this day and age.   

     Intentionally, we focus part of the 

meeting on community building and 

sharing our lives, and as we grow in 

community we hope to hear and see 

God's leading us to action.   

     The group meets at noon on Sundays 

in the church library.  Join us on March 

1st for a Lenten focus using Henri 

Nouwen's book:  Walk with Jesus: The 

Stations of the Cross, for our Lenten 

meditations.   

     Any questions, contact Martha 

Landrum at 209-451-5259 or 

martha.landrum@comcast.net.   

 

We welcome you with open arms!  

Pinochle Group…  
Plays every other Friday.   
Food, fellowship & FUN! 

March 6 and 20 
Bring a friend!  

          J-O-Y Circle is: A vital ministry 
committed to supporting the church, providing 
spiritual growth for the congregation and 
meeting the needs of the community. Joy 
Circle isn’t a ‘club’ or is it limited to a certain 
group of individuals who have ‘joined’. Joy 
Circle involves all  who attend Holy Cross. As 
Christians, we are called to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus, and to love others.  Joy Circle 
has formed various committees that help 
carry out the mission and your involvement is 
greatly needed.  

     Monthly meetings are held  in the Social 
Hall on the first Tuesday of the month at 9:30 
am. Our next  meeting is Tuesday, March 3rd 
at 9:30 am.  

     We invite you to join us! Unable to join us 
during our meetings? We have many more 
activities planned for March: 

 

—March 3rd:J-O-Y Circle meeting @ 9:30 am 
in Social Hall 

—March 10th:Sew & Sow @ 9:30 am in room 5 

—March 14th:Baked Potato and Soup Bar 
Fundraiser from 4-6 pm in the Social Hall  

—March 17th:Craft Day @ 9:30 am in the 
Social Hall 

—March 24th:Sew & Sow @ 9:30 am in room 5 

—March 31st:Sew & Sow @ 9:30 am in room 5  
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     This year we are recognizing some of those in our midst who do 
exceptional volunteer work.  If you have people you would like to 
nominate for recognition, please email Pastor Gary 
(hcpastorg@gmail.com).   

     This month we celebrate the life and witness of Diane Morgali.  
Diane has been part of the Holy Cross family for 58 years, joining 
when Phil Comfort was pastor.  She and her husband Jim have 
been very involved in the life of the church, raising their children 
here.  Diane has also participated in ministries beyond our local 
church: serving on Annual Conference committees and even 
spending two months behind the “Iron Curtain” in 1962 as part of 
a group organized by the Methodist Board of Higher Education. 

     She has been at the heart of Wednesday Night Live since its 
inception in 2001, often preparing the dinners, and frequently 
leading study classes.  Her current class, “The Holy Land 
Revealed”, explores Biblical archaeology. 

     Diane has also been an instigator of our mission involvement in 
Uganda, being introduced to the work by former Holy Cross 
members Paul and Jean Phillips in 2005.  Since then, she has 
made 10 trips, working with schooling and other issues, as well 
as helping develop the Women’s Resource Center in Bugembe.   

     There is no question of the size of her heart, demonstrated 
weekly in our 9:00 service as she raises prayer concerns for 
those suffering most in our world.    

     When I interviewed for the position as pastor, Diane so 
impressed me with her big vision for what a church—even a small 
church like Holy Cross—can be and do.  She continues to inspire 
me.  Thank you Diane for your faithful witness and encouragement 
to us all. 

     Is it Spring?  By 2 or 3 in the afternoon it feels like it.  The famous Groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil did say 
Spring would be early. We start the beginning of Lent on Wednesday, February 26th.  A time of remem-
brance of what Jesus did for us when he died on the cross; He gave his life so that we could be forgiven and 
spend eternity with God the father and the son, Jesus Christ.   
     Joy Circle and MANY others of our church family spent Sat. February 1st handing out Bags of Grace to our 
homeless brothers & sisters.  It was so nice to see our Island youth and their parents helping with this pro-
ject.  Before we went they filled bottles with shampoo, conditioner, and lotion, and packed bags.  When we 
arrived they started helping put up chairs & tables so that the Quail Lakes Church could serve a delicious 
meal. Thanks to All who went.  A special “Thank You” to Temple Gallagher who sewed 25+ Bags of Grace!! 
     J-O-Y Circle will be hosting a POTATO/SOUP BAR on Saturday, March 14th (in honor of St. Patrick?) from 4-
6 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  There will be Take-Out dinners available at 5:00pm.  Tickets are $12 for adults 
and $7 for children 10 and under. This is a general fundraiser for our various outreach projects.  In the Li-
brary, there will be a silent auction of Ilah Mae Osborn’s needle work Art.   

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 

We So Appreciate You! 

Pastor Gary and Diane Morgali  
Sunday Worship February 23, 2020  
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     We invite our Church Family to join us on Tuesdays for 
fellowship.  The first Tuesday is our General Meeting where we have 
a program; 2nd Tuesday is Working on Sleeping Bags for the 
Homeless or putting together Bags of Grace. The third Tuesday is a 
Craft day in preparation for our Fall Boutique.  The fourth Tuesday is 
Sleeping Bags.  We are changing our meeting time to 9:30 for all our 
Tuesday meetings.  We look forward to having you join us !! 

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love” 

Judith Ernst, Convener 

SHARE JESUS HOUR 
 

     Lent starts on Wednesday February 26th.  Lent  is the 40 days before Easter 
excluding Sundays.  It is a time of contemplation and remembering what Jesus 
did for us .   
     In Share Jesus Hour, we will see what Jesus and his followers were doing 
during that time.  There was the triumphal Palm Sunday when Jesus was hailed 
like a King; his arrest, crucifixion, and his resurrection on Easter morning, Praise 
God!  
     Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt is Sunday, April 12th between services, starting 
at 10:10 am.  There be two groups age 5 and under and ages 6-12.  It will take 
place on the lawn east of the Education building. There will be 2 Golden Eggs one 
for each age group. The 2 who find a Golden Egg will receive a Chocolate 
Surprise.  All participants will receive a treasure bag after they turn in the eggs 
they have found. 
     “Easter Egg Hunting began in America when German immigrants brought their 
Osterhase tradition to Pennsylvania in the 1700s. The festivity soon spread 
across the nation, and baskets replaced nests. Eventually, the game evolved into a 
treasure hunt, and the prizes expanded from just hard-boiled eggs to include 
chocolate, candy, toys and coins.” (from e-How) 
     “IMPORTANT” The Education Team need to know who will 
be graduating or promoting at the end of the school year: 
preschool, kindergarten, elementary, middle school, junior 
high, and high school. These accomplishments will be honored 
the first Sunday in June. Please send the names of the 
graduates to the church office.  We do not want to leave 
anyone out.  
     During this time of Lent, may we each remember how 
special we are to be called the Children of God. 
May God bless us, 
Judith Ernst 
 

 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 
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 1 Nicole Maynard 

 1 Eric Quillinan 

 3 Ian Chesley 

 3 Victoria Chesley 

 5 Joseph Coward 

 7 Chole Thiboutot 

 7 Claire Thiboutot 

 8 Edward McKenzie 

 8 Atiola Raura 

10 Sereana Raura 

10 Richard Gallegos V 

12 Anthony Dahl 

14 Dylan Thiboutot 

16 Ann Miller 

16 Benjamin McKenzie 

18 Jim Dahlstrom 

19 Ryan Dahl 

22 Lanny Fertig 

22 Iliana Raura 

23  Ruth Houdashelt 

23 Barbara Jones 

23 Allison Gale 

25 Holly Fillmore 

25 Kalin Byrd 

31 Judith Ernst 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

13 Sybella & Gary Pope-Sears 

30 Craig & Suzan Wedegaertner 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 W. Hammer Lane 
Stockton, CA 95209 
Phone: 209-472-2177 
Email: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

     UMCOR is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and yet they are 
anything but a typical committee. They are a program by the General Board of 
Global Ministries taking action when disaster strikes around the globe.   
      We will be highlighting UMCOR during our next Special Sunday, on March 
22nd.   
      UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s church, moving towards the 
most vulnerable in their time of need. Helping people in their darkest days 
doesn’t have to be something “they” do, it can be something “we” do. We hope 
that you will give generously this upcoming UMCOR Sunday so that we, along with 
our United Methodist congregations around the globe, can share compassionate 
relief in the midst of devastation.   
     Until then, let’s be praying for the volunteers, the lives they touch, and for 
hearts to be moved. 
 
 
*If you want to learn more about UMCOR visit: www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR  
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