
The Grapevine 

     In some ways, these days of sheltering-in-place put me in mind 
of rainy days in grade school: stuck in your desk, no going out to 
recess—enforced inactivity. 
     Going through grade school in the early 60’s I recall a rainy day 
diversion—perhaps you experienced it too—called Fruit Basket 
Upset.  Every student was assigned a ‘fruit’ classification, such as 
orange, apple, or banana.  The teacher would call out a fruit and 
everyone so classified had to jump up and run to a different desk 
as quickly as possible.  (You can probably recall or imagine the 
mayhem!)  It reached a fever pitch when the teacher called out 
“fruit basket upset” which meant everyone had to go to a new 
desk (and everyone wanted to end up near a friend).  Recalling 
those dreary days, I do see a parallel in our current situation: 
everything is sort of up in the air, and we are wondering where 
we will land, and how much adjustment will be required once we 
get there. 
      I am discovering the need to make some little changes in my 
routine which, while comforting, has been lulling my spirit into a 
torpor (great word for ‘dullness’).  Today, while praying for the 
congregation in the sanctuary I moved around a number of the 
photos so that I would see each person afresh rather than just 
where they have always been.  [And, if you send a photo to my 
email, I will replace your current one (or add you to my cloud of 
witnesses) to further energize my praying.] 
     I know that—for now—we are all striving to just survive these 
days, to get through this pandemic alive.  I am hoping that we 
will also find the hope in our hearts and minds to emerge from 
this crisis with renewing intentionality about how we can be the 
hands and heart of Jesus, at work in the world.  I want to 
challenge us to come out of this COVID-19 time moving from 
‘status quo’ to ‘status go’! 
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     I would define ‘status go’ as leaning into all we’ve learned—sometimes through sore 
trial—and making use of that knowledge as we work to expand our footprints in our fol-
lowing of Jesus.  Three quick examples: 
 Worship wherever you are!  The average attendance of our Facebook livestream wor-

ship since March 15 (excluding Easter) is right at 290 per week, which is astounding.  
There is no way we are going to unplug this avenue for participation just because 
some of us might return to 1200 W. Hammer Lane sometime soon.  Therefore, we are 
exploring how to improve the quality and accessibility of our worship events by up-
grading our technology and increasing the number of online platforms upon which it 
appears. 

 Give as you see fit!  You have been generous in supporting the mission and work of 
our congregation over the past three months, and many people will feel freer to give if 
they can do it using their computer or smart phone.  We hope to offer such avenues 
very soon. 

 Meet without leaving home!  I miss gathering face-to-face for meetings, studies, and 
the like.  I also know that such a requirement means some folks can’t or won’t partici-
pate because of mobility issues, not wanting to come out at night, or health concerns.  
Leading weekly Zoom gatherings for Bible Study and Wednesday Night Live has 
shown me that such a resource can prove helpful even when things get ‘back to nor-
mal’, however we define that then. 

     I want to encourage us to imagine all the ways we can use every one of our resources 
to help people feel wanted, allow them to stay safe, and expand our pool of participants.  
Some of you have been exposed to innovative ways of employing technology that goes 
beyond what I have mentioned—please share those methods with me 
(hcpastorg@gmail.com).  As we can become less wed to a specific place, we will expand 
our capacity to share the love of God farther and wider. 
 Yours for Christ, 
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SPECIAL OFFERING TO BENEFIT EMERGENCY FOOD BANK 

 Wow: Holy Cross UMC ROCKS!!!  I challenged us to donate $2,500 to help meet the in-
creased demand for food for the poor in our community.  And you so came through: as of 
this writing, we have received $3,202 to send on to the Emergency Food Bank.   

 Thank you to all who donated, and if you have not given (yet), your gift will be happily 
received and augment our total for this effort. 

─submitted by Pastor Gary 



Family Promise News 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle   

     In spite of the situation in our country please be assured the Family Promise Board and 
Development Team are continuing their work in preparation for services for families. 
 
 The website is being updated using a format from the national organization. 
 The Day Center lease is very close to completion and the work to design the space to 

meet the needs of staff and guests has begun. 
 The components of the process for hiring the Executive Director are being completed.  

There are 15 applicants staying in touch with the Board pending the decision to restart 
the hiring process. 

 The Board and Development team are working in preparation for a new fundraising 
campaign called 209Gives that will take 
place the end of July.  There are currently 
35 recurring donors giving monthly to the 
operating costs. 

 
     I am hopeful a projected start date for 
services to families will not be too far in the 
future.  We know the work of  Family Promise 
will be more important than ever as we 
prepare to move into re-opening our 
community.  I’m happy Holy Cross will be an 
active part of this valuable service to families. 

~Submitted by Kathy Kimber  

     Hello, it’s been a long time since we have seen each other!  My prayer is that everyone is 

doing well, probably a little cabin fever for sure.  We are lucky because “Our GOD IS AN 

AWESOME GOD”.  No matter what we face, he walks along beside us.  This pandemic 

is horrible, but what is interesting is the kindness and helpfulness that has come 

about,  Groups of people making masks for those on the front line. There was a 4H Group 

that made over a 100 bouquets of flowers to honor the medical staff at a hospital, Thank you 

signs in windows, restaurants donating food to first responders, chalk art work done on 

sidewalks by children & young people. Sometimes it seems that tragedy can bring out the 

best in us.   

     Do you ever wonder if God looks down and says” I knew they could care for each other, 

but why did it take a tragedy?” 

Continued on next page... 
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     The following was sent to me by a friend some of you may have already seen it, but it 
bears repeating:  I imagine if Dr. Seuss were still alive today , he ‘d write something like this: 
     The buildings were big and people would smile. 
     And travel they would mile after mile. 
     But sick they became, in numbers it grew. 
     Businesses worried, communities too. 
     Things stopped for a bit, the world slowed its roll. 
     But what they then saw from slowing things down 
     Is in fact they had less reason to frown. 
     Families now gathered, what game shall we play? 
     Pass me the blue crayon, give mommy the grey. 
     Dad’s home guys! He’ll read us a book. 
     Then all of us together will cook.   
     The lungs of the planet caught a small break 
     Less travel means less pollution to make. 
     People did realize they’d all be ok 
     They don’t need so much to get through the day. 
     Maybe this virus that cause so much stress  
     Showed the whole that more can mean less. 
     Written by Patrick Hall     Inspired by Dr. Seuss 
     I keep thinking what a grand time it will be when we can all be together!!! 

~submitted by Judith Ernst, Convener  

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle  continued 
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Share Jesus Hour  

     Hello to all our young people!  We hope that you are doing well!  We sure miss being 
together.  Those of you who are school age have had a very interesting finish to the school 
year.  New teachers— Mom, Dad, and the Chromebook.  How many of you have gone to 
“school” in your PJ’s?  The adjustment to a new way of learning has had its ups & downs 
according to some parents & students. Parents are working at home and teaching and 
preparing 3 meals a day.  I must admit that I get a lot of my information from KCRA 3 
broadcasts.   
     You know that you have a friend in Jesus and he’s on call 24/7, just talk to him in prayer 
if things seem “topsy/turvy” that’s an expression that means, “Boy are things confusing 
right now!” It’s hard not being with your friends.  As an adult, I miss my friends too but by 
staying at home, I’m protecting them from getting sick, and they are protecting me from 
getting sick.  I know that sounds funny, but we can be sick before we feel sick and that’s 
when we can spread germs to others.  We know it seems like this has been going on 
forever.  If we follow the rules:  cover your mouth & nose if you sneeze please; wash your 
hands, practice physical distancing (that means staying 6 feet apart) sometime in the future 
this will be over, nobody can say  exactly when, but it will.  Take care, Jesus loves you and 
we do too!! 

~Submitted by Judith Ernst, Convener, Rita Steele, Leslie Potter, Chanphaeng Plavong 



      

Activities 
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Activities continued 
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~submitted by Judith Ernst 



 

Activities continued 
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Our July communion offering will be in support of our sponsored Ugandan student. 
     Prosper is 15 years old and has taken the big test all Ugandan 7th graders take to 
determine whether or not they continue into secondary school.  Because of the re-
strictions which still are closing down most activity in Uganda, test results are not 
known yet. If Prosper has passed the test with high enough grades, he will continue 
academic studies.  If his grades are not high, he will enter vocational training.  Either 
way,  the Holy Cross sponsorship will make a significant positive difference in the life 
of this young man, who lost both of his parents to HIV/AIDS.   
 
Please give generously 

~Submitted by Diane Morgali 

Prosper Nganyi– Our Sponsored Ugandan Student 
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Wednesday Night Live 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to COVID-19 concerns, WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE 

will meet “LIVE” from 5:30 TO 6:15 via ZOOM until further notice. Please 

contact Pastor Gary at hcpastorg@gmail.com if you would like an invitation to 

the ZOOM meeting. 

~Submitted by Diane Morgali 

Answers to Anagram  



 Our worship in June begins with Trinity Sunday and then heads off 
into Ordinary Time which allows us to explore various books of the Bible 
across 
the summer and fall. 

JUNE 7       TRINITY SUNDAY 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY      CELEBRATING A LOVE FEAST 
 Scripture readings: Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 
 Sermon: Our Enigmatic God 
 In lieu of communion, we will conclude our worship by remotely 
sharing a Love Feast.  Given the struggles of these times, I invite 
you to have on hand something which is a true ‘comfort food’ for you. 

JUNE 14    2ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 Scripture readings: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7; Matthew 9:35-10:15 
 Sermon title: Holy Hospitality 

JUNE 21  3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 Scripture readings: Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
 Sermon: God Will Make a Way 

JUNE 28  4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 Scripture readings: Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13 
 Sermon: Sore Trial of a Sure Faith 

Worship Themes for June 
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FIND US AT A NEW ADDRESS 

 Coming soon to the internet near you will be a new website for Holy Cross at a 
new web address.  Please put this address in your file of web 
favorites: www.holycrossumc.us  Pay special attention to the 
last two letters when you access and/or share this address—
we want everyone going to the right place. 

     In the coming weeks you will be able to use this address to 

access our weekly worship, give online, and read the monthly 

newsletter—in color!  

http://www.holycrossumc.us


Page 10  The Grapevine  

JUNE 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Worship 10:30 am 

 

Peace with 

Justice Sunday 

 

 

First Day of 

Summer 

Worship 10:30 am 

 

Father’s Day 

Worship 10:30 am 

 

 

 

Worship 10:30 am 

 

 

 

Worship services available on 
FACEBOOK join us … 
 
Holy Cross United Methodist Church 



Birthdays and Anniversaries 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

10   Maggie Kolze 

11  Aarna Pillay 

12  Craig Henson 

13  Leanne Osborn 

16  Mary Wedegaertner 

22  Mike Wirth 

25  Lee Combs 

28  Tracy Tennies 

28  Mabel Thomas 

30  Barbara Atkinson 
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 4     Lanny & Beverly Fertig 
14   Don & Mary Wedegaertner 
15   Jerry & Germaine Burke  
16   Jay & Barbara Atkinson 
20   Scott & Laura Maynard 
24    John & Marcia Fox 
26   Richard & Judith Ernst 

Remember In Your Prayers 

To include a prayer on the prayer chain, call Kathy 
Nesmith at (510) 375-2677 or email 

nezek72@gmail.com 

Remember, prayer works!  



     Gifts on Peace with Justice Sunday fund programs that 

advocate for peace and justice in the United States and 

around the world. These programs empower United 

Methodists to speak out for removing structures and 

systems that harm God’s children globally.  

     Please use the enclosed envelop for this special 

offering. Put your check made out to Holy Cross UMC in 

that envelop and mail it to the church office (see address 

above)  

Peace with Justice Sunday 
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