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important to us: how do 

we understand our 

mission and our values.  

Being abundantly clear 

on this will prepare us to 

make sound decisions 

about taking on 

ministries which are vital 

to our self-

understanding and 

those best left to other 

churches.  Clarity will 

bring focus, which can 

in turn intensify our 

efforts and amplify our 

effectiveness. 

     I am eager to see 

how clearly we will see 

and how faithfully we 

will follow the guiding of 

God in the months 

ahead.  Let’s all pray for 

holy boldness to be all 

God has in mind for us 

to be. 

     Yours for Christ, 

     I invite you to join me 

in embracing 2020 as 

The Year of Seeing 

Clearly.  I would like us 

to use the 12 months 

ahead of us to 

thoroughly consider who 

we are and how we are 

equipped and motivated 

to run with 

perseverance the race 

set before us, looking to 

Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith 

(Hebrews 12:1-2).  I 

would like to suggest 

three key ingredients in 

us using this New Year 

to live into a better-

defined, healthier, and 

more effective future as 

followers of Christ our 

Lord known as Holy 

Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

     The first key 

ingredient is our 

continuing participation 

in the Growing Young 

cohort, designed to help 

us keenly assess how 

we are ready to invite, 

include and integrate 

younger participants 

(ages 15-30) into the life 

of our church.  If we 

have your email 

address, early in 2020 

you will be invited to 

complete a survey 

which will give us a 

clearer understanding of 

where our church 

stands and how it 

involves younger 

people, which in turn will 

help us make plans to 

maximize the 

participation of these 

younger people, right 

alongside us. 

     The second 

ingredient will be a 

retooling of the ways we 

invite people to worship, 

interact with people 

online, and integrate 

new ingredients in our 

worship.  As we roll out 

some of these 

changes—growing out 

of training some of us 

received earlier in 

2019—I am aware that 

there will be a certain 

amount of frustration, 

possibly even 

murmuring that we’ve 

never done it that way 

before!  I welcome your 

comments, your gripes, 

and your continued 

participation with hope 

that new things will 

appeal to—and 

welcome in—new 

people. 

     The third key 

ingredient will be 

working to gain clarity 

on what is most 
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Discussion with Pastor Gary in his office. He will be leading a 

discussion on the next book in the Holy Living: Spiritual Practices 

for Building a Life of  Faith series. 

The topic will be Discernment.  Those wanting to participate may 

sign up in the Social Hall on Sunday morning after worship or in the Church Office 

during the week. 
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 In January, we will celebrate the journey of the magi, remember and thank God for our 

baptisms, then begin in earnest our journey through the Gospel of Matthew as our primary gospel 

for 2020. 

January 5                            Epiphany 

 Scripture readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Matthew 2:1-12 

 Sermon title: You Should Have Been Expecting Us 

January 12                  Baptism of the Lord 

 Scriptures: Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17 

 Sermon title: Uniquely Called: He and We 

January 19                   2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Our Human Relations Day offering will be received. 

 Scripture readings: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

 Sermon: Pastor Gary expects to be away with the youth near Lake Tahoe, and a guest 

 preacher has yet to be announced 

January 26          3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Scripture readings: Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; Matthew 4:12-23 

 Sermon title: Light Enough to Follow 



Barbara Jones with Pastor Gary 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 2019 

Join us for FELLOWSHIP, FUN, AND FOOD 
     Our church family eats, plays and learns together each 
Wednesday evening. Dinner begins at 5:30pm and is served in 
the Social Hall. If you are able, a donation toward the cost of 
your meal is appreciated. Our cost per meal is around $3.00. 
Evening activities for kids and adults begin at 6:30pm. There are 
various studies and opportunities throughout the year. Please check below to see the offerings available. Please join 
us and bring a friend as we gather weekly to build community and grow in Christian understanding.  
 
5:30 to 6:30   FOOD  
6:30 to 7:30   GROUPS  
 
1. Discussion with Pastor Gary in his office.  
 
2. “The Holy Land Revealed” video lecture series featuring Professor Jodi Magness.  Have you ever wondered 
what archeology can tell us about Bible times? This series focuses on the area which includes modern day Israel, 
the Palestinian territories, and Jordan. Historical sources include the Hebrew Bible, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the 
writings of Josephus and Philo, and the New Testament.  
 

Facilitated by Diane Morgali in the church library. 

 This year we would like to kick off a new monthly submission, 

recognizing some of those in our midst who do exceptional volunteer 

work.  If you have people you would like to nominate for recognition, 

please email Pastor Gary (hcpastorg@gmail.com).   

 We would first like to recognize the one who is often the first 

person met by people coming to Holy Cross for the first time: Barbara 

Jones.  She is truly one of those people who never met a stranger.  

Barbara has been tireless in greeting folks each week, serving as leader of 

our hospitality ministry which offers support to grieving and struggling 

families in the congregation, and has been at the heart of almost 

everything that goes on around Holy Cross.  Her exuberance and energy 

have helped many people feel like they belong here, among such caring 

people.  

 You are invited to express your appreciation to Barbara the next 

time you see her—probably at the front door of the church. 

WE SO APPRECIATE YOU! 

Note: No WNL on January 1–HAPPY NEW YEAR 

No WNL on January 8-Pacific Islander Watch Night services 

New discussion groups starting January 15 
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You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all 

your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself  

Luke 10:27 

 Many of us are familiar with UMCOR’s work in 
disaster response and relief.  Are you aware that this is only 

one of eight of their areas of impact? Below is a listing and 
description of all of UMCOR’s areas of impact: 
 

Disaster Response and Recovery —United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responds to 
disasters in the United States and around the world by working with communities and local partners. 

When a disaster overwhelms a community’s ability to recover on its own, UMCOR provides essential 
relief supplies and supports long-term rebuilding efforts. While UMCOR is not a first-response 

organization, it stands ready to accompany communities in need over the long haul of their recovery 
until a “new normal” is established after a crisis. “Early in and last out” is a guiding principle of 
UMCOR. 

 
Global Migration—Every day, thousands of people leave and flee their homes in search of a better life for 

their families. Recognizing that migration is a complex issue, UMCOR works with partners to examine 
the causes of migration and to ensure the four rights of migrants: right to stay, right to safe passage, right 

to welcoming and belonging, and right to return. Global Ministries is committed to providing support for 
refugees, migrants and asylum seekers from all over the globe with our partners Church World Service 
and National Justice for Our Neighbors, along with our collaboration with other domestic and 

international humanitarian agencies. 
 

Hunger and Poverty—Lack of access to healthy and nutritious food is a major factor in starvation and 
malnutrition around the world. UMCOR works with partners to improve farming and agricultural 

methods using eco-friendly practices, increase crop diversity and yields, expand market access, improve 
food-storage facilities, and boost nutrition in vulnerable households and communities. UMCOR’s food 
security grants give special consideration to holistic programs that focus on subsistence and small-scale 

farmers, particularly women, keeping in line with international standards to eliminate global hunger. 
 

Sustainable Development—UMCOR works to facilitate long-term community development and 
empowerment in areas of great need. Many development issues and opportunities are interrelated. 

Because of this, UMCOR uses integrated solutions to address the root causes of specific problems. This is 
done by working with UMCOR’s extensive partner network alongside local communities to develop their 

assets in water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH); sustainable agriculture and food security; livelihoods 
and resilience; climate change adaptation and mitigation; and education and health. 
 

Water, Sanitation and HygieneWater—known together as WASH, are essential for good health and well-
being. Some 783 million people around the world do not have reliable access to clean drinking water, and 

even more people lack access to water for agriculture and household tasks to meet their everyday needs. 
Around the world, 2.4 billion people lack adequate sanitation facilities. Global Ministries supports 

WASH programs worldwide, providing direct help through UMCOR and supporting the work of 
partners. Programs provide education and increase access to improved water sources. Every U.S. dollar 
spent on water, sanitation, and hygiene generates U.S. $4.30 in increased productivity and decreased 

health care costs. 
 

Creation Care—Recognizing that climate change and environmental degradation increase disaster risk, 
the UMCOR Creation Care program looks inward at the work of UMCOR and Global Ministries and 

outward at the ministries of The United Methodist Church to equip the church to address modes of living 
and working that contribute to climate change and environmental degradation. These include wasteful  

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
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consumption, deforestation, poor water management and agricultural practices that diminish the land. 
The Earth Keepers program equips United Methodist laity and clergy to develop or deepen environmen-

tal initiatives in their communities. 
 

Global Health—Global Ministries’ vision of abundant health for all focuses on efforts to promote physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual well-being through programs in the United States and overseas. Global 

Health programs focus on assisting economically vulnerable communities to protect children and disad-
vantaged adults from preventable causes of death and disease. To do this, Global Ministries partners with 
thousands of communities and health workers through community-based health programs and provides 

support to more than 300 United Methodist hospitals and clinics. Global Ministries is also the lead agen-
cy for the UMC’s Abundant Health Initiative so it strives to prioritize programs that meet the needs of 

the marginalized. 
 

Women and Children—Women and children are often the ones left most vulnerable in times of crisis and 
in communities that struggle with poverty. Global Ministries strives to improve access to quality prenatal, 
delivery and postnatal services for women, and to provide access to essential health care for children un-

der 5 years old. Global Ministries works to improve the quality of health services provided in rural com-
munities by building the capacity of local health professionals and equipping health facilities to deliver 

essential care, as well as to increase the demand for maternal and child health services through communi-
ty education and engagement. 

HOLY CROSS PRAYER CHAIN 

 We have a prayer wall in the Sanctuary. 

It is meant for all ages. Some of the younger 

children may need some help writing and 

posting their prayers. There will be pieces of 

paper available for you to write your prayer on 

and add to the wall. 

     You are invited to write a prayer of blessing 

or concern for yourself or others. You are also 

invited to write out your hopes for yourself or 

others.  

     The prayer chain is now available by email.  

If interested in receiving the email version of 

the prayer chain, please email Kathy Nesmith 

at nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The 

prayer chain provides prayer support for those 

in crisis or with special needs.   

     Come, my Light, and illumine my 
darkness.  
     Come, my Life, and revive me 
from death.  
     Come, my Physician, and heal my 
wounds.  
     Come, Flame of divine love, and 
burn up the horns of my sins, 
kindling my heart with the flame of 
thy love.  
     Come, my King, sit upon the 
throne of my heart and reign there. 
For thou alone art my King and my 
Lord. Amen 

UMH #466 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF CONT. 

Kathy, Salima and Joel 

The Family Promise Impact Nationwide:   
200+ Local Affiliates; Located in 43 States; 6,000+ Congregations and 
Organizations; 200,000+ volunteers; 126,000+ Served Annually;  88% of those 
served find housing! 
 
These statistics are impressive, especially when you know this is primarily a volunteer organization.  And we at 
Holy Cross UMC have made the commitment to be part of this national success. 
 
Locally our Family Promise San Joaquin County affiliate is moving forward with plans to open June 2020,  
meaning churches will begin taking turns housing four families (up to 14 people) in one week intervals as they 
work to find permanent housing. 
-There are now 27 local churches participating as host or support congregations.  Currently there is work being 
done to match host and support congregations. 
-A property in downtown Stockton has been identified for use as the Day Center and is being remodeled to meet 
those needs.   
-Efforts to build the required operating budget are moving forward - the first year operating budget is $180,000.  
The national affiliate requires us to have one half of that amount available before we can open.  We currently have 
$42,000.  Any and all fundraising ideas are greatly appreciated, so let me know if you have suggestions. 
-The current Matching Funds Campaign is going well.  Until January 31, 2020 every dollar given is being matched 
up to $20,000.  Current total is $17, 638. 
-Family Promise San Joaquin County can be found on Facebook and at www.FamilyPromiseSJC.org.  Both 
provide information about the program and homelessness in the United States, as well as links to a number of 
articles and videos you might find informative.  
-The website for Family Promise also includes a donation button - funds donated stay with the local group to meet 
the annual budget.  One more way we can help meet the opening day goal of June 2020. 
 
Please contact me with thoughts, ideas, questions, anytime! 

--submitted by Kathy Kimber 

September 2019: 
The smiles on Salima’s and Joel’s faces expresses their happiness at returning to 
school for the last term of the current school year.  And it was especially fun for 
me to be there to go along.  They and their families are so grateful to Joy Circle 
and Holy Cross for helping fund their school fees and boarding expenses this 
school year.  Every child you put on our little school house here, helped to make 
this possible for them!  They thank you all for your generosity! 
 
Update: 
The current Ugandan school year ended on November 29th.  The final activity 
for all students is taking national exams.  These exam results determine whether 
students will move to the next grade for the following school year.  I am very 
happy to share that both Joel and Salima successfully passed their exams and will 
move up to the next grade when school resumes in February.  I am very proud of 
them.  You helped provide them with opportunity and they met the challenge!  

--submitted by Kathy Kimber 

CHILDREN’S HOPE  
BUGEMBE TOWN, UGANDA 

Matching funds campaign is going until January 31, 2020, every dollar is being 
matched up to $20,000, our current total is $17,638. 

FAMILY PROMISE-COMING TO SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY JUNE 2020! 
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January 3, Charlotte Frye Memorial Service 
     Charlotte died on Monday, November 25th following several years of 
increasing dementia.  She died at St. Joseph’s with her three daughters at 
her side.  A celebration of her life will be held on Friday, January 3, 2020 
at 3:00 p.m. here at Holy Cross. 
January 11, Marge Combs Memorial Service  
     Marge died on Sunday, December 1st, almost two weeks after suffering 
a debilitating series of strokes.  She died at the Hospice of San Joaquin 
where family and friends had kept vigil throughout her final days.  A 
celebration of her life will be 
held on Saturday, January 11, 
2020 at 2:00 p.m. here at 
Holy Cross. 

 
January  5, Epiphany Sunday 

January 6, Epiphany of  the Lord  

January 6, Seekers BIBLE STUDY at 2pm. 
For further information, contact Judith Ernst, 209-594-1710 or call the Church 

Office at 209-472-2177.  

January 6-10, Pacific Islander Watch Night services 5pm-10pm   
 

 

January 12, Baptism of the Lord 
January 15, Wednesday Night Live resumes 

January 17-19, Youth Snow Trip-Are you in grades 7 – 12?  Would 
you like to encounter something really cool—like snow?  Then 
plan on joining us for our trip up to the Kings Beach UMC – Lake 
Tahoe Retreat Center for a weekend of eating, playing, and 
enjoying one another’s company. Register on the clipboard in the 
Social Hall.  Of course you can bring friends! 
January 18-25, Week of  Prayer for Christian Unity 
January 19, Human Relations Day  

 

GRAPEVINE  

ARTICLES DUE BY 1/15 

Drop off  at the office or email them to:  
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Pinochle Group…  
Plays every other Friday.   

Food, fellowship & FUN! 

January 10 & 24 
Bring a friend!  
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“Marge lived a life of deep faith and true service, with a 
heartfelt mission to share the love of God” 

-Bishop Minerva Carcano 

 

ACTIVITIES AND REMINDERS CONT. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
1/4-Samantha Maynard 

1/5-Wayne Mock 
1/9-Tiola Vea 
1/12-Joan Keller 

1/18-Emosi Raura 
1/19-Cara Dahl 
1/20-Garrett Burke 

1/24-Emelda Simmons 
1/25-Suzan Wedegaertner 

1/25-Leslie Potter 

You are the one who created my innermost parts; you knit me together while I was still in my mother’s 

womb.  I give thanks to you that I was marvelously set apart. Your works are wonderful—I know that 

very well.  My bones weren’t hidden from you when I was being put together in a secret place, when I was 

being woven together in the deep parts of the earth. 

Psalm 139:13-15 

   9:00 am                               10:30 am 
GREETERS 
1/5   Barbara Jones   Judith Griffiths   
1/12   Barbara Jones   Judith Griffiths 
1/19   Barbara Jones   Judith Griffiths 
1/26   Barbara Jones   Judith Griffiths 
 
USHERS 
1/5   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 
1/12   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 
1/19   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 
1/26   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 
 
LITURGIST 
1/5   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 
1/12   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer  
1/19   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 
1/26   Need a volunteer   Need a volunteer 

COME SERVE WITH US!  

Embark  on a spiritual journey with new experiences! Come serve with us in one of many opportunities 
around our church campus. Listed below are a few of the opportunities available, sign-up sheets are in 

the social hall or call the church office for more information. 

 

Then he said to his disciples, “The size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few 
workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest.” 

Matthew 9:37-38  
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 Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your 

town and you will find what Jesus called “the least of these.” 
Those living in the margins of society, struggling to survive. 
 Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing 

them. And that’s what we want to model as the people of The 
United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus 

Human Relations Day was established as a Special Sunday 
that calls our churches to participate in helping all God’s 

children to realize their potential. 
 
Offering opportunity on Sunday, January 19, 2020.   

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

 On Ecumenical Sunday and during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Christians echo the 
message that “we’re all in this together.” 

Jesus prayed, “I pray they will be one … so that the world will believe that you sent me.” (John 17:21) 

 Today United Methodists observe Ecumenical Sunday. During the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity (Jan. 18-25), United Methodists unite with people of other faiths to take Jesus’ prayer to heart. 
God put us here together. How do we treat each other? How can we make it work? 
 It is hard to grasp the religious division in the world today — life-ending conflicts taking place in 

the name of God. Now, more than ever, we need interfaith understanding. We also need more people 
who understand. 

 Friendships can cross boundaries like cultures and identities. Can people say of you, “He or she 
has never met a stranger?” Often, we treat people of other religions like strangers, when a simple 

conversation, shared meal or common cause could help us see how alike we really are. 
 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity can be a catalyst for welcoming and being welcomed. 
Invite people from other churches and religious communities to our house of worship and fellowship 

events. Consider it a two-way blessing to visit other churches. Convey unity by offering meaningful  
encounters representing love, acceptance and commonalties. 

 In John 17:21, Jesus said a prayer for unity, not just for his disciples 
then, but also for his disciples now. How can you fulfill Jesus’ call to bring 

the world together?  
 

“All you people: Trust in him at all times! Pour out your hearts before him! God is our refuge!” 

Psalm 62:8 

 

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY SUNDAY 
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Offertory Prayer 

Loving God, bless our differences. No matter our disciplines, 

practices, logos or symbols, bring us together with one solid 

purpose: to love one another. Amen 



 Wow, as I type this, it is still December 2019! It seems very strange that you 
will read it in 2020!  Twenty years ago, we were worried about Y2K and nothing 
happened, praise God!  2000 years ago they waited for a Baby to be born in Bethlehem, 
a Savior named Emmanuel, God with us.  Still today, during Advent, we waited and 
he came as was foretold.  
 Thanks to Temple, Scott, Kathy and others.  Joy Circle had a delicious 
brunch.  And we asked the men to join us, and they did!  Kathy Kimber found the 
design for the cute table favor and some of us worked on painting them.  Thanks to 
such a good turnout, we will be able to get some nice gifts for Haven of Peace, a women’s and children’s shelter 
from abuse.   
 I would like to ask you to continue your faithful giving by filling our 
Snowman with warm socks, the rain ponchos that you can purchase at the 
Dollar Tree, and gloves that we like to put in the Bags of Grace especially at 
this time of year.  We meet on Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall. The first 
Tuesday at 9:30 and the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Tuesdays in Room 5 at 9:00 to make sleeping bags or do crafts, men are 
welcome.  We’ll put the coffee on for you and sometimes even a delicious treat. 
 May the New Year bring peace, love, and joy in our hearts as we are so blessed by an 
AWESOME GOD! 

--submitted by Judith Ernst 

FROM THE EDUCATION DESK 

“SHARE JESUS HOUR” 

 This is the first year that I have missed the Children’s Christmas Play (and 3 of my 
grandchildren had parts).  Kudos to the Directors: Stephanie Maynard (writer & producer), Mikala 
Hernandez, and Leslie Potter. Also to Rita Steele for keeping the actors fed and under wraps till the 
appointed times.  Again I say, I heard it through the “Grapevine” that the acting was wonderful!!!  We 
are so blessed to have our own writer and that these 3 women were willing to give their time from 
the end of September through mid December to provide our congregation with great way to prepare 
for the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 Share Jesus Hour is the Education Team’s hope that in this coming year, we can make Jesus 
a part of each young person’s life who walks through our doors.  We want to help make reading their 
Bible an everyday occurrence. The younger children will need an older sibling or adult do the 
reading. There are many good children Bibles available.  We want to let them see that talking to God 
is possible in a way they can understand.  Our goal is to find innovative ways that will impart these 
ideas that we feel we are called to do.  As always we ask for your prayers for those who give their 
time, energy, love to the youth of our Church Family.  This is a whole church effort so that each 
young person feels loved and accepted.   

Team Members for 2020 
Nursery—Birth-3 yrs.—Chanphaeng Plavong; Ages 4-1st Grade—Judith Ernst;  
Grades 2nd-5th—Rita Steele; Grades— 6,7,8th—Leslie Potter; High School—. 

 
“Train a child in the way he/she should go and when he/she is old he/she will not turn from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6 

--submitted by Judith Ernst 

“Share Jesus Hour” is the Education Team’s hope that in this coming year, we can make 

Jesus a part of each young person’s life who walks through our doors.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sent with to: 

COMMUNION OFFERING FOR JANUARY 

Holy Cross UMC Love Fund 

     We have a continuing fund at Holy Cross.  It is 
called the Love Fund.   
     This is a fund that is used for many needs.  It is 
open to congregation members and those outside the 
church.  The fund has been used for food and 
transportation, rent, utilities, scholarships to camps 
and conferences, clothes…  
     Some of the requests are from our members and 
some come from those who call the church and some 
come from those who happen to drop by with a need.   
Not every need gets answered.  The general rule is: the 
fund is not for temporary fixes that only put off the 
problem, but for fixes that lead to permanent solutions.  
If you have a need or know of someone who has a need, 
please contact Pastor Gary or the church office.  Thank 
you for your generosity to this loving ministry. 


