
 I want to take my space this month to first look back, then look ahead.  It has been a whirlwind summer filled 
with exceptional and exciting events and investments.  First of all, what a joy to have over 30 folks from Holy 
Cross attend the Redwood Christian Ashram and experience Christian community in a new way and share 
themselves fully in the life and leading of that multi-generational camp.  I am so grateful to the leadership of the 
Ashram for the scholarship support of our youth and adults, and for all who were willing to try something new.  I 
believe that all were blessed. 

 My Wesley Pilgrimage to England in July, followed by Sybella’s and my vacation in England as well as Denmark 
afforded us a much needed hiatus.  We were thrilled to see long-time friends and explore new places and spaces.  
I hope you are more inspired by our Methodist heritage after my four sermons about what I learned.  All that 
moved me on my 10-day pilgrimage will continue to leak out in my leadership in the months ahead.  As I shared 
on the 21st, a watchword among the 31 of us who shared the experience was the hope of becoming more vile as 
John Wesley did, thus engaging in caring outreach to those on the margins, too often ignored by the church of his 
day—and ours as well.  I hope we will creatively apply this aim to our work here in Stockton. 

 The Luau on August 13 was a revelation on how a relatively small church can do a big thing in a really big way.  
Watching the lead up to the actual event: the sewing, the dancing rehearsals, the food preparation, the set up, 
etc. convinced me that we can dream big!  Being present for the evening with its food and fellowship and 
entertainment assured me that such dreaming can become real…and rewarding! 

 With all these events and investments and results as preface, I want to urge us to think and pray and believe 
that even more can be accomplished by us to reflect God’s love upon the world around us.  I challenged all of us 
during worship on the 21st to pray and image how—to emulate Mr. Wesley—we can become more vile, that is, 
connecting with our community in caring, compassionate ways.  I am inviting you to let God plant a holy notion in 
your heart—and then to share it with others and me.  Describing your idea and intent to a few others will help 
shape it into something clear and concise; sharing it with me will allow us to commend it God—together. 

 I never tire of relating how two members of the church I served in Fallon, Nevada came to me with the idea of 
serving one hot meal a week to anyone who wanted to come and eat.  I pointed them in the direction of a third 
woman—new to our community—who had been involved in such an effort elsewhere.  Within two months they 
had the idea up and running.  Within another month the local Rotary Club had held a fund-raiser for the effort 
that netted some $9,500 which helped it expand its scope.  The community came alongside to the point that our 
church only served one of eight meals per month (as one night/week quickly became two). 

 Friends, dare to dream about how we can meet those on the margin at their points of need: great things 
happen there!  Proof positive: our hosting of Family Promise last week created some great opportunities to 
support and bless the two families currently in the program, as well as all of us who shared our time and energy.  
What’s God got in mind next?  Pray…discern …then share. 

 Yours for Christ, 

      

 

Pastors Ponderings 

Seeking the Way~Experiencing God’s Love~Sharing Our Life Together 

1200 WEST HAMMER LANE, STOCKTON, CA 95209       (209) 472-2177       WWW.HOLYCROSSUMC.US 

Holy 
Cross 
United  
Methodist 
Church 

 

The Grapevine 
SEPTEMBER 2022 



WORSHIP THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
I was delighted to hear that those who preached during my absence communicated well 
the love of God and God’s hopes for us as faithful followers.  I was blessed by the time 
away, and pleased to be back among you as we move into the fall. 

 
Sunday, September 4 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture: Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-18; Luke 14:25-33 
 Sermon: Chosen and Choosing 
 Our Communion offering this month will go to support our congregation’s involvement 
in Family Promise.  Your generosity will help defray our expenses as we welcome and care 
for housing-insecure families about four times per year. 

 
Sunday, September 11 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

 Sermon: Serving a Seeking God  
 

Sunday, September 18 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

 Sermon: Stories that Make Us Say, “Huh?!” 
 
Sunday, September 25 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scriptures: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; Luke 16:19-31 
 Sermon: Where Is Your Trust? 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 9/20 
for the OCTOBER 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

SEPTEMBER 24th  9:00 am—11:00 am 



“Joy is the echo of God’s life within us.” 
 

When will Fall arrive?  The calendar says September 22 is the first day. According the the dentist’s fun facts 
board, the United States is the only country that calls this season Fall.  The rest of the world calls it Autumn.  It 
has definitely been a HOT summer.  That is evident by our Pacific Gas & Electric Bill.  Then I think about those 
who have no home to go to and the heat they have to deal with.  I think it is wonderful that our church is 
participating in Family Promise. We are blessed that we have Kathy Kimber as our liaison and Temple 
Gallagher as a Board member.  Many others of our congregation are participating by being hosts, drivers of 
the van, meal providers, and all the other things that are done to make our guests feel at home. 
 
J-O-Y Circle has some busy bees sewing cotton dresses for the “Dress a Girl for Africa”  project.  Shirley Buerer 
got us started on this very worthwhile project.  She brought the pattern and fabrics from the church in Linden 
when she moved to Stockton and began attending Holy Cross.  We also are making pillowcases for the Gospel 
Center Rescue Mission.  We meet in Room 5 the first and third Tuesday of the month from 10:00-11:30. In 
case you feel that you have to sew to participate, we have other things that need doing that don’t require 
sewing skills. The best part of the mission is being together in fellowship.  
 
COVID really proved that we need to be together in fellowship to grow our faith.  Isolation has taken a toll on 
many people, especially our children. Teachers report more behavior issues from students,  many teachers 
have left the profession. Please pray for students and teachers. 
 
September Birthdays— Vi Caldwell 9/18                Temple Gallagher  9/20 
 

“A cheerful look brings JOY to the heart.”   From "You are Amazing!! Remember that!!" 
Judith Ernst, Convener       1-209-594-1909 Home, 1-858-922-6434  Cell 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle SEPTEMBER 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 Love September! My son and I share September for birthdays. Addison was born 3 

days before my birthday.  What a joy he is to me. Addison is in his final year at UOP for 

his Masters. He recently found out that he received a Grad Assistance Award. This 

means his full education for his final year is covered by the school and he also has a job at 

UOP as a Teachers Assistance, for which he gets paid.  We are very proud of him.  

 I recently returned from a trip to New Jersey with my mom. We had a fabulous time 

staying with my brother-in-law.  We traveled all over the Jersey shore, with a stop in 

Philadelphia.  We also went into New York City by ferry one day and drove one day. If you 

think the traffic and drivers here are crazy, try driving in the New York!  We went to a 

Yankees baseball game.  We left in the 7th inning because we had 2 rain drops and then 10 

seconds later we had pounding, drenching rain! Needless to say, we were soaked and cold.  

It was a perfect trip and I loved that I got to go with my mom.  

     Blessings and love,   Temple 



BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Mike Osborn 
5 Liza Tostie 
 7 Jim Morgali 
8 Rachel DeBord 
9 Don Wedegaertner 
16 Russell Thomas 
17 Addison Gallagher 
17 Violalyn Cruz 
17 Marni Foland 
18 Vi Caldwell 
18 Taumata Heimoana Jr. 
20 Temple Gallagher 
22 Gabriel Ramirez 
24 Nicholas Motuliki 
28 Erica Kirstein 
28 Andrew Chesley 
28 Germaine Burke 
28 Lorrie Hoslett 
30 Joy Dime  
30 Ken Sloan  
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
6 Merry & Ken Sloan  
9 Richard & Diana Gallegos 
22 Diane & Jim Morgali 

 
 
 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send 
any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are 
grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way.  
     You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would 
like to receive the Church News emails 
please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   
We will be glad to add you! You may also call the 
office at 209-472-2177. 

Kay “Kunii” Rosendaul passed away in April of 
2020,  surrounded by her family in Stockton. 
A Celebration of Life service will be held at  

Holy Cross UMC on Saturday,  
September 10th at 11 A.M. 

A reception will follow the service.  
All are welcome to attend.  

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Submitted by Wayne Mock 

Lifters and Leaners 
Love lifted me, Love lifted (even) me; When nothing else could help, Love lifted me. – James Rowe 
The hymn “Love Lifted Me”, written and published in 1912, has endured as a favorite among many churches for 110 years. It 
gained popularity among United Methodists as one of the frequently sung songs in The Cokesbury Hymnal. You can find it in 
our green song book: Worship & Song. Rowe's text was inspired by two biblical stories. The first is from Matthew 14:22-33, in 
which Jesus lifts a sinking Peter from the waves. The second story is Matthew 8:23-27, in which Jesus astounds his fearful 
disciples by calming a storm on the sea of Galilee. –Taken from UM Discipleship website 
 

I was talking to a friend over lunch, and she said she has only so much energy (she is 80+) and must choose carefully how, and 
with whom, she does things.   She said it helps to discern between LIFTERS AND LEANERS. 
As Oscar Wilde observed, “Some cause happiness wherever they go; others whenever they go.”  Jesus was obviously the 
former for most people (except maybe the pig-suicide incident, see Matthew 8:28-34), especially to the people who were in 
need. 
 

In our lives there are those who need our attention, encouragement, a hug, but  they never seem to give the same.  They lean 
on us for support and often there is the telltale response to our advice: “yabut”.  Problems are rarely solved, there is always 
someone or something else to blame, or an “insurmountable” barrier. Such people do indeed need our continued love and 
encouragement, but also need limits we may impose – for their own good as well as ours.  We love them because they lean 
on us. 
 

The gospels tell us that after a long day of constant interaction with people, Jesus withdrew to be alone.  Sometimes really 
alone – not even the inner circle around him.  I was a Case Manager at the AIDS Foundation in Stockton for 18 years.  I loved 
my clients who I tried to think of as my brother, sister, mother, dad. But at the end of a day full of heavy interaction I wanted 
nothing more than to go home and sit – no sound, no TV. Just the sounds of silence. Food, prayer, Bible study rejuvenated 
me, and I was ready for the next day. 
 

Then there are people in our lives that give us encouragement, joy, and even challenge us.  We are glad when they call, text, 
or we can see them in person.  They may share their problems with us, and we with them, AND they relate how they are 
meeting their problems.  We love them because they lift us. 
 

I am inspired by the Simon/Garfunkel song “Bridge Over Troubled Water”, and the Scott/Russell song “He Ain’t Heavy…” (I 
tweaked the lyrics of this one). 
 

 When you’re weary  When you’re down and out Sail on silver girl, Sail on by 
 Feeling small   When you’re on the street  Your time has come to shine 
 When tears on in your eyes When evening falls so hard All your dreams are on their way 
 I’ll dry them all   I’ll take your part   See how they shine 
 Oh, when times get rough  Oh, when darkness comes  Oh, if you need a friend 
 And friends just can’t be found And pain is all around  I’m sailing right behind 
 
     Like a bridge over troubled water 
     I will lay me down 
      

The words of these songs make me think of Jesus, his expectation of the Church, his body now in this world. 
 

 The road is long   So on we go    It’s a long, long road 
 With many a winding turn  Her welfare is my concern  From which there is no return 
 That lead us to who knows where No burden is she to bear  While we’re on the way to there 
 Who knows where  We’ll get there   Why not share 
 But I’m strong   For I know   And the load 
 Strong enough to carry him She would not encumber me Doesn’t weigh me down at all 
 He ain’t heavy, he’s my brother She ain’t heavy, she’s my sister He ain’t heavy, and she’s my sister 
  

     If I’m laden at all   He ain’t heavy, he’s my brother 
     I’m laden with sadness  She ain’t heavy, she’s my sister 
     That everyone’s heart  They ain’t heavy, they’re my other 
     Isn’t filled with the gladness 
     Of love for one another 
 

Each of us is a leaner at times and that’s OK. In the Church as we mature, “each does its special work that helps the others 
grow, so that the whole church is health and growing into the full love of Christ” (Eph 4:16, paraphrased). 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+14:22-33
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+8:23-27


More than four hundred tickets were sold for luau! Folks crowded the facilities at Holy Cross United 
Methodist Church parking lot on Saturday, August 13, 2022, from 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. to watch more 
than 50 youth dance to Pacific Island music and eat traditional Pacific Islander cuisine. The event 
raised near 16k in funds for the church’s growing youth program. 

The event featured dancing children, youth and young adults dressed in authentic, handmade 
costumes from five different island groups including Tonga, Samoa, Hawaii, Fiji, Tahiti, and New 
Zealand. The outfits made for this occasion were a project of the women’s group over the past few 
months. 

Islander Youth Ministry Luau Fundraiser 



Responsibilities of the church lay leader 

The 2016 Book of Discipline lists six responsibilities of the Lay Leader.   Listed below are 

the first two of these responsibilities: 

Local Church Lay Leader shall function as the primary lay representative of the laity and 

shall have the following responsibilities: 

Fostering awareness of the role of laity both within the congregation and through their 

ministries in the home, workplace, community, and world, and finding ways within 

the community of faith to recognize all these ministries. 

Meeting regularly with the pastor to discuss the state of the church and the needs for 

ministry.                   Submitted by Tracy Tennies 

Improving Devotion in 2023 

For over 50 years, The Upper Room Disciplines has 
spiritually nurtured individuals to center their hearts and 
minds on God. Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary, this inspiring devotional provides an 
opportunity to look more deeply at Scripture and become 
rooted in the teachings of God. Throughout the year, 53 
different Christian thought leaders from diverse traditions 
will help you engage with God's Word through daily 
prayers, Scripture readings, and meditations. Features 
"A Guide to Daily Prayer" and an index of biblical 
passages.  
 
The special pricing is offered at a substantial discount for 
pre-orders. If you are interested in ordering, please respond by email to 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or call the church office at 209-472-2177. The 
deadline for pre-orders is September 7th.  
 
Pricing:  Regular print    $11    Large print       $13 



Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

 

 

 

 

     We have finally accomplished our Holy Cross UMC goal to provide housing support to 
children and their families who are currently homeless.  Last week we shared our church 
facilities with two families needing this kind of support.  Both have been enrolled in the 
Family Promise program for several weeks and are working diligently to accomplish the goal 
of sustainable housing for their families.  

     There were twenty-four volunteers representing three local churches who did everything 
from set-up guest rooms, purchase food supplies, install smoke alarms, make and serve 
dinners, spend time after dinner engaging with children and adults, and staying as overnight 
support each night.  I’ve shared a few of the highlights below. 

 

 Our first dinner on Sunday night was Chicken Alfredo prepared by Natalie Mulikihaamea 
and her daughter Mele. 

 Ken and Merry Sloan came to spend time with families several evenings.  Many games 
of UNO and Dominoes were played by children and adults. 

 Diane Fender from First Congregational Church came one evening and brought her 10 
year old granddaughter to be with the other children.  Having kids to play with really 
seemed to brighten the day. 

 Leslie Potter arrived each night to assist with homework and provided many activities 
encouraging creativity. 

 Pastor Gary, Sybella and Gabriel were overnight hosts for three nights.  They brought 
Gabriel to meet everyone before he stayed.  As you can imagine, he was a BIG hit with 
everyone, the perfect dog friend! 

 On Saturday morning the families can have a later breakfast.  The ladies (Judy 
Masterson, Susie Freas and EJ Sugar) from First Congregational Church came to 
provide a hot breakfast of waffles and everything to go with them.  This was the favorite 
meal of the week! 

 Pastor Gary spent two evenings with 10 year old Evan teaching him to play chess.  What 
a fun adult, child interaction!  We all enjoyed watching the process of learning that took 
place.  I think I see a rematch somewhere in their future. 

 

     Look for the photos elsewhere in this newsletter. These are only little snips of the fun and 
meaningful things that took place last week.  I am so grateful to all the people who answered 
our calls for volunteers to be part of this great program.  I hope it was a good experience for 
all of you, please talk to your friends and encourage them to join us for our next opportunity 
to help homeless families in San Joaquin County.  Next rotation is: 

 

October 23 - 30, 2022 



Gabriel was a hit with everyone! Room for mom & 2 year old daughter 

Family Room– mom & 3 children 

Pastor Gary teaching Evan (10) to play chess 

After dinner games were a hit! 

Family Promise  

week was full of 

fun, fellowship, & 

food! 

Next week is  

October 23-30th  
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 


