
 On Tuesday, July 1, 1980, I drove into Greenville, California to assume the role of pastor for the 
Greenville and Taylorsville United Methodist Churches in picturesque Plumas County.  I was warmly 
welcomed by the people of both communities and made lifelong friends in the three years I served there 
as pastor.  Their hospitality and patience helped shape me for the service I have rendered across the 
intervening 41 years. 

 On Wednesday, August 4, 2021 the town of Greenville—including the United Methodist Church 
building and parsonage—were destroyed by the Dixie Fire.  As far as I know when I write this, the 
Taylorsville church building is still standing—though the fire is only some 35% contained.  We know of 
one couple from the church who lost their home of 40+ years; we are waiting to hear from others who 
still lived in the area. 

 One of the lay people from Greenville has been contributing dispatches from Plumas County to the 
Annual Conference website, which have been both heart-breaking and hope-giving.  Fire recovery 
buckets—like the ones we have stored at Holy Cross—have been taken up to Reno for distribution to 
those wishing to sift through the ashes…once it is safe to do so. 

 Greenville holds a special place in Sybella’s and my life; I was serving there when we met, the saints 
of Plumas County supported us throughout our courtship.  I proposed marriage to Sybella in that 
church’s sanctuary.  I learned how to be a pastor while serving them…and they were very patient 
throughout the process.  I have a wonderful photo of the church on the wall behind my desk.  Even 
though I haven’t been to Greenville for probably 10 years, I miss what was, for it is precious to my 
memory. 

 While on vacation last week in Seattle, we stayed with a college friend of Sybella’s who grew up in 
Paradise, California.  She could empathize with our grief as her childhood home and the once-family 
business were incinerated, now nearly three years ago.  What is so devastating about this kind of fire is 
how hard it is to rebuild, because so much of the community’s infrastructure is erased as well, and it 
takes time to gather funds and resources to begin the process of starting over. 

 I invite you to join me in praying for all of the affected areas ravaged by this fire season’s devastation.  
Let us pray for the grief which is still raw.  Let us pray for the decision-making of if, when, and how to 
rebuild.  Let us pray for the witness for Christ which the church—now siteless—can nevertheless give as 
its people care and share and hope.  I invite you to pray especially for Mele Vakapuna, the pastor of the 
Chester and Greenville churches, who assumed leadership back on July 1 of this year! 

 Let us pray for these who have lost so much, let us continue to assemble fire recovery buckets when 
our current stores are depleted, let us promote public policies which will help reverse the global 
warming which is putting so many areas at acute risk of wildfire.  All of this is important work: let us be 
diligent, for Christ’s sake! 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER 
After investing our summer months in exploring the Ten Commandments, we are returning to the 
Revised Common Lectionary for our weekly texts and themes as we head into fall.   
 

Sunday, September 5 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scripture: James 2:1-17; Mark 7:24-37 
 Sermon: Work Demonstrating Faith 
      Our worship will celebrate the role labor plays in our lives, how faith should be displayed by 
 faithfulness. 
      Our communion offering will go to the Bugembe Women’s Center in Uganda.  You can bring 
 your offering to church that day, send it into the church office, or donate through our website: 
 www.holycrossumc.us.  
      Our altar will reflect the theme of labor by being adorned with tools of our various 
 occupations.  If you would like to add to the display, please bring items that show or symbolize 
 the work you do—or did—and drop 
 them off at the church on or before 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 2. 
 

Sunday, September 12 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 Sermon: Let the Words of My Mouth 
 

Sunday, September 19 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

 Sermon: Remaining ‘Teachable’ 
 

Sunday, September 26 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
 Sermon: The Communal Glue of Prayer 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 9/20 

for the OCTOBER issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     September is my favorite month of the year.  It is the month that Addison and I celebrate 

our birthdays.  Not only do I love September for the birthdays, but also the weather seems to 

change this time of year.  We go from hot, hot, hot, to cooler days and evenings.  

     The church is holding services on Sundays at 10:30 A.M. in the sanctuary, on Facebook, and 

the website… www.holycrossumc.us.  Please join us in any way that you feel comfortable.   

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to please wear your mask if your not vaccinated. 

My heart is full and God is great! Smile everyday!     

     Blessings and love,   Temple 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


     Summer is almost gone and Fall is around the corner.  Lest I forget, Labor Day is Monday,  September 
6th.  Our family always had a Barbeque on Labor Day.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, watermelon, 
and chocolate brownies.    “According to the US Department of Labor, the holiday “constitutes a yearly 
national tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our 
country.” Today, Labor Day is all those things and more as it’s also a great day for retailers, and for some 
Americans it’s the unofficial end of the summer. In some towns there are parades and concerts in the park 
with picnics. 
 
     Joy Circle has been busy making plans for the rest of the year and making crafts to sell at the Stockton 
Ballroom Craft Faire.  The Faire is Friday, Oct. 22, 10-6 pm and Saturday, October 23rd, 9-4 pm.  Please 
come by and cheer us on!  There are always crafts and goodies. 
 
     September is “Sock it to Me” month.  We are asking our Holy Cross family to help us fill the Black Box 
with soxs during the month of September.  They will be donated to places like St. Mary’s, Bags of Grace, 
and shelters.  We need Children’s and Adults sizes.  Jesus did ask us to help widows, the poor and 
Children. 
 
     ONE TLC has reached out to Holy Cross for Shoes for their students.  A few years ago, we gave them 
shoes galore and they were given to students. It is a new school year and new students.  Monetary and gift 
cards are great.  Thank you! 
 
     “Pies for Sale!  Save the date for Holy Cross’s Apple Pies.  Fri., October 15th and Sat., October 

16th.  Calling All Hands— we need Measurers, Callers, Crimpers. Save the date.     
 
Birthdays—Vi Caldwell —18th;  Temple Gallagher—20th;   Betty Lawrence—25th. 
 
“Love one another deeply from the heart.”  1Peter 1:22 taken from ”You Are Amazing ! Remember That!” 
 
Convenor—Judith Ernst    

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER IS SHOES & SOCKS MONTH! 
We are collecting socks for the unsheltered in our area and athletic shoes for the One 

TLC school.  You can purchase these items and leave them in the black box in the Social 

Hall or you can make a monetary donation (Church website, mailing or dropping off a 

check to the office, or on Sundays). Please note your donation—JOY CIRCLE. Thank you! 

 



Children’s Hope—Jinja, Uganda 
     As I write this I am missing my friends living in Jinja, Uganda and the surrounding area.  Holy Cross UMC has 
had an amazing impact on the children and families there, whether you sponsor students through AOET, 
supported the development and building of the Bugembe Women’s Resource 
Center or support the children and families of Children’s Hope. 
 

     While the latest country lockdown has been modified to allow residents to 
move more freely in their communities, the schools continue to be closed.  It 
has been hard for all our students, but especially hard for our deaf students.  
Because of their language disabilities there are few people they can 
communicate with except at school.  We are hopeful this will change soon 
and our students can return to their education.   
 

     In the meantime, we have found a company providing educational 
learning packets at all levels.  We are ordering these for all students and 
hope to have our teachers make home visits to deliver them to students.  
Hopefully, this will provide learning opportunity for our students as we wait 
for the lockdown to end. 
 

     Last year we had our first student start secondary school and another 
student enrolled in a vocational training program.  This year three students 
took their Primary Leaving Exams required for all students to move from the 
primary to secondary level.  All three 
completed their exams, Joel and 
Salima will enroll in a hands on 
technical institute for vocational 
training and Rukaiya will start senior 
one at a secondary school.  We are so 
proud of these students who have 
worked very hard to move to the next 
level in their education and are 
equally grateful to all of you for your 
support. 
 

Thank you!  Kathy Kimber 



Some Ugandans I Know by Diane Morgali 
 
     When I think of Uganda, visions of the beautiful, rolling hillsides and rich farmland roll before my eyes, but I also 
can see tiny, impoverished enclaves and metropolitan areas jam-packed with vehicles and people darting across 
streets and generally taking care of business, which for most means scratching out enough of a living to feed 
themselves and their children.  
     Over the course of my 10 visits to the community of Bugembe in southeast Uganda, I’ve come to know many 
people, some of them like family to me.  I’d like to introduce you to just a few.  
 

 Margaret Kakaire: Many at Holy Cross will remember Margaret from her two visits with us, the last about five 
years ago.  She shared her life story from the pulpit, and all were touched by it.  She has been the guest house 
manager for AIDS Orphan Education Trust for years, and many of us can attest that she also is a wonderful 
cook and adept at catering to American tastes. Margaret was forced by her mother to marry when she was 15, 
had her first child at 16, raised 10 children, and was widowed when her youngest child was five.  She has 
become a community leader and activist and even lets me be one of her American “mamas”. In Uganda, you 
can call lots of people by family names. 

 

 Zaina: Zaina is that youngest daughter of Margaret that I just mentioned. Jim and I had the privilege of paying 
for Zaina’s university education, where she prepared herself to be a registered nurse.  She now works 
developing health protocols at a major hospital in the southwest hills of Uganda.   

 

 Nelly Kibenzire: Nelly, along with her daughter Hope Nabirye, guides the development and the daily 
operations of the Bugembe Women’s Resource Centre, the registered (with the Ugandan government) non-
profit organization we at Holy Cross partnered with to get built and established. Operating the Centre during 
the COVID restrictions and close-downs has been challenging. Just the same, work continues to develop 
programs which address the very real problems of domestic violence and sexual assault, in part by working to 
build strong relationships with community leaders throughout the area. Nelly is a no-nonsense woman in her 
sixties who was abandoned by her husband when Hope was very young.  She lost her employment when 
government services were privatized, but she managed to keep herself afloat by knitting sweaters to sell and 
by teaching other women to knit. Nelly writes better English than I do, but she has trouble understanding 
American (as opposed to British) accents. Hope has a master’s degree in aquaculture (fish farming) but feels 
her real calling is to help improve the lives of Uganda’s girls and women. She is smart, smart, smart and ever 
ready to learn more.  Nelly and Hope are a formidable team. 

 

     These are just four of the people I have come to know well and consider family.  If you want to hear about 
others, you always can ask me. I love to tell people about the wonderful people I have come to know in Uganda. 

Zaina & Margaret      Nelly, Diane, Hope 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Mike Osborn 
 5 Liza Tostie 
 5 Carol Azevedo 
 7 Jim Morgali 
 8 Rachel DeBord 
 9 Don Wedegaertner 
15 Roy Collins 
16 Russell Thomas 
17 Addison Gallagher 
17 Violalyn Cruz 
17 Marni Foland 
18 Vi Caldwell 
20 Temple Gallagher 
22 Gabriel Ramirez 
25 Betty Lawrence 
28 Erica Kirstein 
28 Andrew Chesley 
28 Germaine Burke 
28 Lorrie Hoslett 
30 Joy Dime  
30 Ken Sloan  
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY 

6 Merry & Ken Sloan  
9 Richard & Diana Gallegos 
22 Diane & Jim Morgali 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey has volunteered to lead the Holy 
Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests 
to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful 
that Sham is choosing to answer this call to serve. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, 

water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: 

clothing for men, women, and 

children.                                 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

Live Reopening of  Wednesday Night Live Postponed but you can join the WNL Zoomers! 

     Because of  the resurgence of  COVID infections, the live reopening of  Wednesday Night Live 
has been postponed until it feels safe for us to enjoy meals, fellowship, and small group 
discussions.  Until it feels safe to meet in person, online Zoom sessions will continue from 5:30 to 
6:15 each Wednesday evening.  These sessions open with a brief  prayer, continue with general 
sharing about how participants are doing, include an unstructured discussion of  a topic introduced 
by Pastor Gary, and conclude with another brief  prayer.  You are very welcome to join. Just notify 
the church (holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or 472-2177) that you would like to receive a Zoom 
invitation. 

Improving Devotion in 2022 
 I have used Upper Room Disciplines as my primary devotional guide for many, many years.  I appreciate 
its use of lectionary readings (which are frequently used in our worship), one writer for each week allowing 
for consistent thought throughout the week, and its breadth of authorship from various nations and 
denominations. 

 I will be taking orders for the 2022 edition through September 12.  If you would like to order a regular 
size copy, it will be $11.00; if you prefer a large print edition, it will be $13.00.  You can pay upon delivery. 

 To get a better look at the resource, go to Cokesbury.com and then enter “disciplines” in the search bar.   

 To order, please email me: hcpastorg@gmail.com.  Again, I will be accepting orders through September 
12, ordering on the 13th. 

mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com




The Four Seasons 

     Antonio Vivaldi wrote a group of short pieces titled “Le Quattro Stagioni”, or the Four Seasons which 
depict the seasons of the year.  Published in 1725, they are his most known work and one of the 
earliest examples of “program pieces”, music intended to imitate or evoke sounds of nature and 
experiences.   
     My favorite of the “Seasons” is autumn.  Listening to it I get that same feeling of excitement as I had 
in childhood when autumn came.  Autumn is a time of change.  The weather changes-have you noticed 
the “fall feeling” in the early morning?  Foliage turns – I have already seen two trees with leaves 
turning. Summer routine gives way to school, and we begin looking forward the fall and winter 
holidays. Colder weather and, for us rain, is around the corner (we hope). I saw a flock of what looked 
like cormorants flying in “V” formation a few days ago. Harvests bring different fruits and vegetables 
for us to eat – berry pies. Can’t wait. 
     In the church, we are coming to the end of Ordinary Time, the longest part of our year, sometimes 
called the Season after Pentecost.  Near the end of this “season” is Reformation Sunday, October 31 
this year on which we celebrate momentous changes in the church.  It is followed on Monday, 
November 1 by All Saints Day, celebrating change in the lives of saints, ancient and new.  The church 
year ends on Sunday, November 21 with observance of Christ the King, celebrating the change in life 
that Jesus brought and will bring at his Second Coming. We begin the new church year on November 
28 with the first Sunday in Advent, change of our routine worship to focus on more solemn themes. 
This ends with the second most important of church Holy Days:  celebration of the Nativity of our Lord 
– Christ’s Mass, on December 25. The end of the secular year holidays follow. Traditionally the 12 days 
of Christmas begin on December 25th and end with Epiphany on January 6. 
     So many changes happen as we enter the autumn/end of year season.  This affords us not only time 
to rejoice and give thanks for our very many blessings, but also time to reflect on the needs of so 
many, and the needs of our own hearts. 
     Listening to music of the masters encourages and challenges my spiritual life.  Bach, for example, 
uses lyrics in his many cantatas that focus on the primacy that God, Father, Son, and Spirit, should have 
in our lives. The coming of Christ, his life, death and resurrection give us hope, peace, joy, and love 
(themes of Advent) with God and with/for each other. Sometimes the lyrics are blunt in demand of our 
lives, and even earthy in their inference.  
     For some the season of joy and celebration represented by autumn and “Christmas” bring sorrow 
when recalling loss.  We uphold our weeping brothers and sisters with messages of hope and the 
unfailing love of our God. 
     It is OK, in fact we are enjoined to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice 
(Rom. 12:15). 
     Whatever your experience of this season of change, I pray that this year, regardless of what 
happens, we may keep our eyes on the promises of God. 

“Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art!” 

Blessings to you and your family, Wayne Mock 
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