
 When I was in the fifth grade, I did not get along with Tommy Reinsch.  Our disputes came to a head one day 
when we decided to meet after school and fight it out.  We squared away and he landed the first punch.  After he 
hit me, I stated: “I’m a Christian, and Christians don’t fight!”  Then, I walked away, bloodied but unbowed.  I 
walked several blocks to attend my weekly Cub Scout den meeting and—getting there first—proudly told Mrs. 
Barker, our den mother, of my Christian witness to non-violence.  She listened to my story then calmly said, “A 
real Christian would not have gone to the fight in the first place.”  Mrs. Barker’s witness to the truth of the 
Christian faith humbled and changed me.  I have not sought to settle disputes with fisticuffs since.  In that brief 
exchange, I stood on her shoulders and saw a better way to live. 

 Throughout October, we will engage in our stewardship emphasis, which is entitled What Do We See from 
Their Shoulders?  The most important part of this month—of us considering our faith and how we want to give it 
expression in the coming months—will rise out of the stories we share of people who have inspired and moved us 
by their investment in Christ’s work through their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  If that series of 
commitments sounds familiar, it is taken from a promise people make when they join a United Methodist Church.  
The final question asked of prospective members is: As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully 
participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?  The 
expected answer is: “I will.” 

 Each week of our stewardship emphasis, we will populate our God Sightings with your stories of people you 
have personally known who have exemplified Christian character through their dedication to prayer, presence in 
worship and study and more, generous giving to accomplish God’s will, eagerness to serve in the church and 
community, and faithfulness to give witness to grace in their words and by their deeds.  I am eager to have us all 
hear how these spiritual giants have inspired and shaped our faith and faithfulness. 

 Obviously, I will not be able to do this without your assistance.  I need your stories of those who have lived the 
Christian life so faithfully that—standing on their shoulders—you have been able to see more clearly God’s 
desires for you and our world.  Let me tell you what I would really like: I would love it if you could put together a 2 
– 3 minute presentation to share during our 10:30 a.m. worship service.  If the idea of public speaking is just too 
scary, I get it: in that case, I will be glad to share the story of your faith hero on your behalf.  My hope is to 
allocate about 5 – 8 minutes each Sunday beginning October 9 to share these moving accounts of faith during our 
God Sightings slot right after the sermon. 

 The lineup for your stories will go like this:  

 October 9: Stories of people who have prayed well and often. 

 October 16: Stories of people who have been a constant, helpful presence in worship and other facets of 
church life. 

 October 23: Stories of those who have given generously of their resources to support the mission of the 
church.                                                                                                                                            (continued on next page) 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR OCTOBER 
 The month of October will find us around Christ’s table, joined by all who call Jesus Lord on 
World Communion Sunday.  The subsequent Sundays in the month will feature stories of people 
who have influenced our walks of faith as we immerse ourselves in our stewardship emphasis: What 
Do we See from Their Shoulders?  For more details, please see the article Pastor’s Ponderings. 

Sunday, October 2 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
 Sermon: Serving Widely and Well 
 Our Communion offering this month supports the World Communion Sunday offering which 
extends scholarship help to national and international students so that they can impact their 
communities.  Your generosity—combined with that of all United Methodists everywhere—makes a 
difference. 
 
Sunday, October 9 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Luke 17:11-19 
 Sermon: Brightening the Corner Where We Are 
  
Sunday, October 16 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Jeremiah 31:27-34; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 
 Sermon: The Value of Showing Up 
 
Sunday, October 23 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; Luke 18:9-14 
 Sermon: Title TBA, The Rev. Sue Thompson, preaching 
 
Sunday, October 30 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
  Reformation Sunday 
 Scriptures: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 
 Sermon: Faith Shaped by Grace 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 10/20 
for the NOVEMBER 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

(continued) 

 October 30: Stories of those who have served the aims of Christ selflessly in the church and community.  

 November 6: Stories of those who have proclaimed their faith in Christ in the form of public witness—
words spoken and deeds done.  

 We all have stories of people who have formed—and informed—our faith journey.  If you are willing 
to present such a story, or relate to me one or more stories of great Christians you know or have 
known, please be in touch, the sooner the better.  You can email me: hcpastorg@gmail.com; call me: 
(209) 472-2177 [church office] or (775) 530-7418 [cell phone]; or even snail mail me: Pastor Gary, 
1200 W. Hammer Lane, Stockton, CA  95209.  I look forward to receiving your stories soon in order to 
excite growth in  faith and hope among us all. 

 Yours for Christ, 

     

mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


Leaves are falling and before long the trees will be bare. Perhaps that is one reason, in the U.S., that we call 
this season Fall.  The pumpkins are in the stores and the Halloween store has been open almost a month.  One 
thing about Halloween for children is that they can be a Superhero, prince or princess.  or anything they can 
imagine.   
 

The “Dress a Girl for the World,” formerly “Dress a Girl for Africa” was a big success thanks to many hands that 
participated. Temple took 40 dresses to our Ambassador (the person who arranges for the dresses to get to 
Africa or any country).  It is a wonderful program.  Imagine being a little girl getting your FIRST NEW DRESS.  
They also are teaching the children to give back by teaching them to sew.  THANKS TO ALL WHO MADE THIS 
HAPPEN.  Pastor Gary led a blessing ceremony before we sent them off.  And a special thanks to Temple for 
delivering them to our Ambassador in Fair Oaks. 
 

The month of October we WILL NOT BE MEETING.  Watch for Future News from J-O-Y Circle.  For several years 
Holy Cross has signed Christmas Cards for the Troops and those GI’s in Hospitals. Look for the Christmas Card 
Table in the Fellowship Hall.  I will contact Congressman McNerney to make sure he is doing the Cards this 
year.  They will be in packets of 10, take them home to sign and return them by November 6th.  In the past, we 
have received thank you notes from the Troops. 
 

I would like to thank all of the members of J-O-Y Circle for the support and caring that they have given me and 
my family during my time of being the Convener.  The laughter and the tears of joy we have shared and tears 
of loss when a member went home to be with Jesus.  I am resigning my position effective immediately due to 
health issues for Richard.  I need to be home with him at this time.   
 

Thank you and God Bless you and keep you in his care. Your Sister in Christ, Judith 
 

Thoughts from, ”You Are Amazing, Remember That!” 
“A cheerful look brings JOY to the Heart” 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle OCTOBER 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 October already? The months seem to go quicker and quicker! I enjoy this time of 

year with the cooler weather and love seeing the trees and plants change colors, or shed 

their leaves.  I find it soothing to stop, look, and listen at the beautiful nature around us.  

 It is the time of year when the office is busy with reports, year-end items, and 

paperwork.  I always have time for you to stop by and say hi! The office is open Tuesday 

and Thursday from 9-12.  Enjoy this weather and know each one of you are a blessing! 

     Blessings and love,   Temple 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

OCTOBER 29th 9:00 am—11:00 am 



BIRTHDAYS 
1 Nanuma Mohetau   
 2 Holy Cross Church 
 5 Karla Cruz  
 7 Lucy Dahlstrom 
 7 Sione Manumanu 
 9 Linda Rosendaul 
 9 Talei McKenzie 
10 Sionesalesi Fonokalafi 
11 Anita Manumanu 
13 Trey Tostie 
13 Christal Tostie 
16 Gigi Quillinan 
25 Sybella Pope-Sears 
27 Evelyn Larsen 
28 Fualea Lomano 
31 Vera Combs 
31 Ann Webb 
 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send 
any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are 
grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way.  
     You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would 
like to receive the Church News emails 
please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   
We will be glad to add you! You may also call the 
office at 209-472-2177. 

 Halloween 

Happenings at 

Holy Cross  

Save The Date – October 

29, 2022 

Watch the weekly 

congregational 

emails for more 

spooky 

information 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


THE FOUR SEASONS 

     Antonio Vivaldi wrote a group of short pieces titled “Le Quattro Stagioni”, “The Four Seasons”, which 
depict the seasons of the year.  Published in 1725, they are his most known work and one of the earliest 
examples of “program pieces”, music intended to imitate or evoke sounds of nature and experiences.   

     My favorite of the “Seasons” is autumn.  Listening to it I get that same feeling of excitement as I had in 
childhood when autumn came.  Autumn is a time of change.  The weather changes-have you noticed the “fall 
feeling” in the early morning?  Foliage turns – I have already seen two trees with leaves turning. Summer 
routine gives way to school, and we begin looking forward the fall and winter holidays. Colder weather and, 
for us rain, is around the corner (we hope). I saw a flock of what looked like cormorants flying in “V” 
formation a few days ago. Harvests bring different fruits and vegetables for us to eat – berry pies. Can’t wait. 

     In the church, we are coming to the end of Ordinary Time, the longest part of our year, sometimes called 
the Season after Pentecost.  Near the end of this “season” is Reformation Sunday, October 31 this year on 
which we celebrate momentous changes in the church.  It is followed on Monday, November 1 by All Saints 
Day, celebrating change in the lives of saints, ancient and new.  The church year ends on Sunday, November 
21 with observance of Christ the King, celebrating the change in life that Jesus brought and will bring at his 
Second Coming. We begin the new church year on November 28 with the first Sunday in Advent, change of 
our routine worship to focus on more solemn themes. This ends with the second most important of church 
Holy Days:  celebration of the Nativity of our Lord - Christ’s Mass - on December 25.  Holidays follow to the 
end of the secular year. Traditionally the 12 days of Christmas begin on December 25th and end with 
Epiphany on January 6. 

     So many changes happen as we enter the autumn/end of year season.  This affords us not only time to 
rejoice and give thanks for our very many blessings, but also time to reflect on the needs of so many, and the 
needs of our own hearts. 

     Listening to music of the masters encourages and challenges my spiritual life.  Bach, for example, uses 
lyrics in his many cantatas that focus on the primacy that God, Father, Son, and Spirit, should have in our 
lives. The coming of Christ, his life, death, and resurrection give us hope, peace, joy, and love (themes of 
Advent) with God and with/for each other. Sometimes the lyrics are blunt in demand of our lives, and even 
earthy in their inference.  

     For some, the season of joy and celebration represented by autumn and “Christmas” brings sorrow when 
recalling loss of loved ones.  We uphold our weeping brothers and sisters with messages of hope and the 
unfailing love of our God. In fact, we are enjoined to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who 
rejoice (Rom. 12:15). 

     Whatever your experience during this season of change, I pray that this year we may keep our eyes on the 
promises of God. 

“Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art!” 

     Blessings to you and your family, Wayne Mock 



News from the Bugembe Women’s Centre 
        by Hope Nabirye, Centre Director  

 

     As we reflect on the past months and the whole range of events that happened, the word that we 
would use to begin describing them is “dramatic”. When we think about drama, we think of it as the 
stage in life upon which great successes, tragic failures, personal loss, renewed love, and every other 
human experience is played out in real time. 
     As the Women’s Centre experienced drama of life, we were inspired by the devotion of our staff 
and volunteers who constantly showed up to support women and girls who came to the Women’s 
Centre. We were saddened by the increased needs of our most vulnerable neighbors as the COVID 
variants and economic uncertainty exposed the food and housing insecurity and exacerbated the 
shadow pandemic of domestic violence. 
     We really struggled to meet the needs of women and girls who came to us for help. Our skills 
training program also suffered a major setback. Despite the Women’s Centre offering free trainings, 
a significant number of the trainees dropped out, just 1-2 months after enrolling. We discovered that 
this challenge has been common across neighboring training Centres.  
     The increased drop-out was mostly attributed to the current economic situation in Uganda. The 
prices of essential goods and services (e.g. household commodities, fuel, transport and education 
services) shot up. And as a result, most parents/guardians could not afford to buy training materials 
for their children. However, we remain hopeful that we shall find a solution to this very important 
challenge. 
     We could have been overwhelmed by the drama of the previous months. But we were not. 
Success stories from some of our former students and clients motivated us. We continued to be 
present and moved confidently forward with our eyes firmly fixed on our hope for tomorrow. We 
understood that every day the Women’s Centre is open brings a success for a client, whether that 
be: a lunch/breakfast, a referral to a needed service, shelter from a violent relationship or learning a 
new skill.  

Training at the Centre 



Submitted by Diane Morgali 

  (continued) 
 
   Rebecca’s story 
     On Wanyama Rd, 28-year old Rebecca sits in her compound, pedaling a manually operated 
sewing machine, as her one-year-old son, Resco plays close by. She is making an African print attire 
that will soon be collected by a client. It is already looking good with a great design. 
About three years ago, her life was very different. Both she and her husband were unemployed 
and couldn’t take care of their growing family. 
     “I was stressed and had no hope. When I came to the Women’s Centre through a referral from 
our L.CIII Chairman, the team counseled me and told me not to worry. When I enrolled for the free 
tailoring training, I was hopeful again and this has changed my life completely. The Women’s 
Centre treats me as family. I am free to use the sewing machines whenever I want, and I am able 
spend the day with the ladies at the Centre. On most occasions, the Centre gives me assignments 
like cleaning, sewing, cooking and I get paid.” 
 
     Viola’s story 
     Raised in a polygamous family by a father and mother who struggled to put food on the table 
for the family, Viola (22 years old) found herself stranded after completing her O-Levels. 
     “After I had sat for my Uganda Certificate of Education, I spent a whole year at home because 
my family could not raise the money to take me back to school to complete my A-Levels. Luckily, 
my mother asked me to go to Bugembe and start living with my older brother who is a primary 
teacher at Nakanyonyi primary school. Through a village meeting, my brother had about the free 
tailoring program at the Women’s Centre. I enrolled in 2017 and completed my training early 
2019. After the training, I went to live with my sister in Entebbe. She got me a sewing job, where I 
would assist her friend with sewing assignments. Life in Entebbe was very expensive, and I could 
see that my sister and her husband were struggling to maintain their large family. So I decided to 
come back to Bugembe, but this time determined to take care of myself.      
     I went back to the Women’s Centre and asked for their help and guidance. I was offered an 
assignment of attending to the guests, taking records of trainees and cleaning. In exchange the 
Women’s Centre pays my monthly house/room rent of 50,000shs and offers me lunch as well as 
breakfast. I was also given a manual sewing machine. I am now very happy and working hard so 
that I start my own sewing business. I also plan to enroll for computer and embroidery classes at 
the Women’s Centre.” 
 
A clarifying note from Diane Morgali:   50,000 shillings’ amount to about $15.00.  The school 
system is modeled on the British system.  O-level exams take place at the end of what would be 
the junior year of high school in the U.S. and determine whether a student can go on to A level 
education, about equivalent to senior year of high school and one year of college.   
 



Responsibilities of the church lay leader - Part 2 of 3 

The 2016 Book of Discipline lists six responsibilities of the Lay Leader.   Listed below 

are the third and fourth of these responsibilities: 

Local Church Lay Leader shall function as the primary lay representative of the laity 

and shall have the following responsibilities: 

c. Membership in the charge conference and the church council, the committee 

on finance, the committee on nominations and leadership development, and 

the committee on pastor-parish relations or staff-parish relations, where, along 

with the pastor, the lay leader shall serve as an interpreter of the actions and 

programs of the annual conference and the general Church. 

d. Continuing involvement in study and training opportunities to develop a 

growing understanding of the Church’s reason for existence and the types of 

ministry that will most effectively fulfill the Church’s mission. 

                                                 Submitted by Tracy Tennies 

Improving Devotion in 2023 

For over 50 years, The Upper Room Disciplines has 
spiritually nurtured individuals to center their hearts and 
minds on God. Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary, this inspiring devotional provides an 
opportunity to look more deeply at Scripture and become 
rooted in the teachings of God. Throughout the year, 53 
different Christian thought leaders from diverse traditions 
will help you engage with God's Word through daily 
prayers, Scripture readings, and meditations. Features 
"A Guide to Daily Prayer" and an index of biblical 
passages.  
 
We have a few extra copies. If you are interested in a 
Disciplines for 2023, please respond by email to holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or 
call the church office at 209-472-2177.  
 
Pricing:  Regular print    $11    Large print       $13 



Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

 

 

 

 

   Our next rotation for hosting is October 23-30, 2022. We are needing volunteers to help 
set-up guest rooms, make and serve dinners, spend time after dinner engaging with children 
and adults, and staying as overnight support each night.  Please help us with this wonderful 
opportunity to serve others! 

 

     On World Communion Sunday, we 
partner with other UMC congregations in a 
special offering to support young adults 
and make a global impact for Christ. Half of 
the offering benefits World Communion 
scholarships for graduate students from the 
U.S. and other countries. The remainder 
assists Ethnic Scholarships for U.S. and 
international undergraduate students in 
the U.S. and Ethnic In-Service Training.  

     These funds are administered by the General Boards of Higher Education and Ministry  and Global 
Ministries. The United Methodist Church, the world and our communities are in a time of transition. 
Together God’s church can be a beacon to navigate the ongoing global trauma of the COVID 
pandemic, the impact of a tumultuous political climate in the U.S. and the anxiety of a looming 
denominational separation. Now, perhaps more than ever, we are called to be part of extending 
healing and hope that can guide us to becoming a new creation in Christ. Through our gifts and 
support, we partner with God and God’s people to strengthen Christ’s loving presence in a hurting 
world. United Methodist Special Sunday celebrations invest in servant leadership, community 
building and ministries of peace with justice. Concentrating our resources to support shared 
ministries equips us to step into a grace-filled new beginning with faithful determination. When you 
give generously on World Communion Sunday, you partner with talented, qualified students from 
around the globe to transform the world as witnesses for Christ. You can donate on Sunday during 
the offertory or online under “Donate” and use the drop down menu for World Communion Sunday.   

World Communion 

Sunday 

October 2, 2022 
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
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