
 As we move into October here at Holy Cross UMC, I invite you to consider afresh who you are as a 
child of God and how God has equipped and empowered you to participate and invest in the work of 
God in the world, in our church, in your daily life.  This is the theme of our stewardship emphasis this 
fall Focusing Our Faithfulness. 

 I wear progressive lenses, which means they have three distinct focal lengths: close up (for reading), 
mid-distance (for working on my computer or seeing my car’s dashboard), and distance (for looking 
across the yard or down the road).  This coming month in our worship I will be inviting us to look at the 
embodiment of our faith in much the same way. 

 We will begin on Sunday, October 3 as we look worldwide at the opportunities for Christian 
engagement.  That day is Worldwide Communion Sunday, which reminds us that fellow Christians join 
us across the globe in sharing the bread and the cup.  For a healthy faith life, it is imperative that we see 
ourselves as part of something much bigger than just our local church: we become much more tolerant of 
differences when we celebrate all we share in Christ—our common humanity. 

 On Sunday, October 10 we will keep the view broad as we focus on the ways the Methodist 
movement has blessed the world in its 284 years of vitality.  Once again, we will see how the work of 
Wesley is alive and lives-changing in places as varied as Russia, the Philippines, in many parts of Africa 
as well as in our own United States.  We will celebrate all we do to improve the world in which we live. 

 Then, on Sunday, October 17 our worship will focus more keenly on the work of United Methodism 
nearer at hand: at the levels of our annual conference, district, and circuit, arriving at last at the ways our 
individual church reaches out in service to our community and world. 

 Our emphasis will conclude as we focus specifically on who each of us is as a person of faith and 
how God is calling us with our unique gifts and capacities to commit to our shared work for the coming 
year.  For many of us that will include an estimate of our giving for 2022.  Our District Superintendent 
will be on hand to preach and participate in our celebration of generosity. 

 Be watching for materials that will invite your consideration and response as you weigh what you 
will invest in terms of time, treasure, and talent in the year ahead.   

 I hope each of us will get to the end of October with a clearer view of the great work of God we are 
involved and invested in: from the farthest reach of the globe to the stirrings of God in our daily doings. 

 Yours for Christ, 

Pastors Ponderings 

1200 WEST HAMMER LANE, STOCKTON, CA 95209       (209) 472-2177       WWW.HOLYCROSSUMC.US 

Seeking the Way~Experiencing God’s Love~Sharing Our Life Together 

Holy 
Cross 
United  
Methodist 
Church 

 

The Grapevine 
October2021 



WORSHIP THEMES FOR OCTOBER 
     The first four Sundays of October will focus on our stewardship—how we understand 
ourselves as people of God, equipped and encouraged to invest in God’s work through the 
ministries of Holy Cross…and beyond. The final Sunday will be very special as detailed 
below. 
 

Sunday, October 3 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
                                                                                                           World Communion Sunday 
 Scripture: Psalm 8, Acts 2:14-21, Mark 14:22-25 
 Sermon: Get the Big Picture 
 Our stewardship emphasis will get started with a consideration of the immensity of the 
Church and its work in the world. 
 Our World Communion Service offering will benefit students in need as they pursue 
religious vocations: these scholarship funds are often pivotal in a person’s pursuit of God’s 
calling.  You can bring your offering to church that day, send it into the church office, or 
donate through our website: www.holycrossumc.us. (fund: World Communion Sunday) 
 

Sunday, October 10 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Ephesians 1:3-22; Matthew 25:31-40; Matthew 28:16-20 
 Sermon: The Magnificence of Methodism 
 

Sunday, October 17 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

 Sermon: Layers of Engagement 
 

Sunday, October 24 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: TBA 
 Sermon: TBA, to be delivered by District Superintendent David Niu 
 We will be pleased to welcome our new District Superintendent to our church as we 
offer up our estimates of giving for the coming year: how we will invest in the future 
effectiveness of Holy Cross. 
 

Sunday, October 31 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Psalm 46; Ephesians 2:1-10; Mark 12:28-34 
 Sermon: Saints of Reformation 
 We WILL NOT meet ‘in house’ on this day due to the Annual Conference Session in 
Sacramento. 
 We will livestream a pre-recorded service at the regular time of 10:30 A.M. celebrating 
the Protestant Reformation initiated by Martin Luther 504 years ago, and recognizing some 
of the other heroes and sheroes who have helped shape the Church in the image of Christ. 
 Our livestream will then transition at 11:15 A.M. to the closing worship from the Annual 
Conference Session, including us all in the larger reality of our connectional church.   

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 10/20 

for the NOVEMBER issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


     I think Fall is almost here.  The days and nights are cooler (thank you God).  The leaves are falling off 
the trees at our complex.  A couple of years ago, we did a Fall excursion to see the colors in the East.  It 
was beautiful!! 
     JOY Circle has been busy making plans for the rest of the year and making crafts to sell at the Stockton 
Ballroom Craft Faire.  The Faire is Friday Oct. 22, 10-6 pm and Saturday, October 23rd, 9-4 pm.  Please 
come by and cheer us on!  There are always crafts and goodies.  One of the crafts I saw there was a 
Nativity made out of a gourd. 
     On a sad note, we will not be doing apple pies this year. We want to keep everyone safe and our work 
space, the kitchen is small.  We remain hopeful for next year. 
     We have had a drop in those attending lately.  Some possibilities are COVID-19 and the variants that 
have surfaced.  We all need to continue in prayer for those caring for patients, the first responders, and all 
those who play a part in trying to defeat this pandemic.  Also we have less members who can drive 
others.  More members are staying at home to help keep the virus from spreading. 
     We want to thank everyone who has donated to “Sock it to Me” and the Shoes for 1 TLC school which 
is a school for homeless children.  Virginia Gallagher started the Holy Cross involvement as a teacher 
there and a Board member.  Temple Gallagher has continued the tradition as it is dear to her heart because 
of her late mother-in-law.    
     We will be having a Craft Sale on Saturday, November 13th on the patio open to the community and 
Sunday, November 14th after the 10:30 Worship Service.  Be sure to check it out you might find the perfect 
gift for the person who has everyone!! 
     October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Let’s be sure Pastor Gary and Sybella know that we appreciate 
their ministry, especially their singing.    
     Next J-O-Y Circle meeting is Tuesday, October 12th at 10:00 am. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Philippians 2:2  “Complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, being united, and 
agreeing with each other.”  (CEB)   
 
“Friendship improves happiness, and abates misery, by doubling our joy, and dividing our grief.”  
             Joseph Addison  
Convenor—Judith Ernst    

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle OCTOBER 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     Thank you very much for the birthday calls, gifts, and cards.  This is such an amazing and 

special church.  I have enjoyed being back in the office for almost a year now. I just realized I 

have been working in the church office for over 18 years. WOW! I am sad that we will not be 

making apple pies again this year. We are hopeful that next October our famous pies will be back! 

     The church is holding services on Sundays at 10:30 A.M. in the sanctuary, on Facebook, and the 

website… www.holycrossumc.us.  Please join us in any way that you feel comfortable.   

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to please wear your mask if your not vaccinated. My 

heart is full and God is great! Smile everyday!     

     Blessings and love,   Temple 



Children’s Hope—Jinja, Uganda 
 

     As the government lockdown continues in Uganda, the staff of Children’s Hope, Jinja is working hard to help 
students stay connected and enthusiastic about learning.  Last month they found newly developed home 
learning packets for all levels.  Those have been purchased for all of our students.  Teachers Emmanuel, Ziria, and 
Grace will be working with Director, Juma Ssozi to make home visits to deliver the materials and help students 
get started with assignments.  This is the first opportunity we’ve had to take the education experience to 
students at home.  And since there is no word from the Ministry of Education regarding opening schools, we are 
hopeful this will help students to maintain their skills. 
     One of our sponsored students with physical disabilities, Charlie, has a benefactor, Joyce Hall, who has been a 
great support for him.  While she was once a resident of Uganda, she now lives in London.  Over years she has 
provided him with clothing, a new mattress and bedding and toys.  Last year she decided to share her birthday 
with him and his friends.  Of course a good time was had by all!  This year she shared with him again and a party 
was held at the Children’s Hope office.  As you can see from the pictures, kids everywhere love birthday cake and 
sodas shared with their school friends.  We thank Joyce Hall for her generosity, especially at this time when 
schools are closed and fun events for kids are few. 
 
Kathy Kimber 



OCTOBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Holy Cross Church  
1 Nanuma Mohetau   
 5 Karla Cruz  
 7 Lucy Dahlstrom 
7 Sione Manumanu 
 9 Linda Rosendaul 
 9 Talei McKenzie 
11 Anita Manumanu 
13 Trey Tostie 
13 Christal Tostie 
16 Gigi Quillinan 
19 Gwen Layman 
25 Sybella Pope-Sears 
27 Evelyn Larsen 
28 Fualea Lomano 
31 Vera Combs 
31 Ann Webb 
 

 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey has volunteered to lead the Holy 
Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests 
to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful 
that Sham is choosing to answer this call to serve. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Our Partnership with the Bugembe Women’s Resource Centre        
 

THE MISSION 
     To improve the lives of women and girls in Uganda – through programs and services that are planned to 
remove barriers, biases and obstacles that prevent women and girls from achieving their goals and reaching their 
full potential.  
 

THE CHALLENGE 
Imagine you are a girl born in rural Uganda….. 
     From childhood, you will face hurdles that will hinder your education, development and advancement. Because 
your family has limited resources, when it’s time for you to start school, your parents will decide to educate your 
brothers instead of you. Because you don’t go to school, you don’t learn to how read and write, making you one of 
the more than 700,000 girls in Uganda between the ages of 6 to 12 who have never attended school (UN Girls 
Education Initiative, 2019). Around half of the girls in Uganda between the ages of 15 to 24 are illiterate and four in 
five girls do not attend high school. 
     While the son is recognized as a permanent member of the family, girls are viewed as temporary members since 
they are expected to join the husband’s family when married. As a result, male children are valued above female 
children. This, leads to unequal access to education because parents regard boys’ education as a better investment 
or boys as more deserving of education. 
     As you grow, because you are home more often than your brothers, you are given disproportionate share of the 
household chores and responsibilities – tasks like walking miles for water and firewood, cooking, cleaning and 
caring for siblings.  
     Because your family is faced with extreme poverty, your parents will sell you off into marriage at a very young 
age in order to gain wealth in the form of bride price (a mandatory payment made by a man to the family from 
whom he takes a daughter). Unfortunately, this payment will grant your husband absolute power and authority 
over you.   
     Without access to adequate family planning, 
contraception or health care, you will get pregnant 
at a very young age. Because your body is not yet 
fully developed, you will need good prenatal care 
to reduce the high risk of child birth complications. 
But due to your limited autonomy or freedom of 
movement, you will not be able to negotiate access 
to health care. You may not be able to access health 
services because of distance, fear, expense or the 
need for permission from your husband. But 
thankfully, you will give birth to a healthy baby 
despite the limited medical care.  
     If you are lucky, you might find a job that will 
empower you to support your family. But even 
then, you will be at a disadvantage compared to your male counterparts. Women in Uganda, on average earn 41% 
what men are paid. Because you are living in poverty and in the rural region, you will be dependent upon 
agriculture to survive. Despite making up 53% or more of the agricultural labor force (World Bank, 2014), women 
like you don’t actually own the land on which they work. This is because land in Uganda is normally passed 
through inheritance, traditionally through the male line from father to son.  
     Women in Uganda own about 27% of the registered land (UNHS, 2012/13). Therefore, when it comes to 
agricultural work, as landowners, men determine the use of their wives’ and children’s labor. As such, they also 
control the products of that labor.  
     Since you are entirely dependent on your husband for survival, you will be vulnerable to violence, poverty and 
food insecurity.  
     This is how Ugandan women continue to have a lower socioeconomic status than men.  Despite working 
tirelessly, women face hurdle after hurdle, amplified by harmful cultural norms, gender stereotypes, and the 
very real possibility of sexual assault or domestic violence. 
     Holy Cross is blessed to be in partnership with the Bugembe Women’s Resource Centre to address these 
problems and to bring hope to the girls and women they serve. 

 
      
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, 

water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: 

clothing for men, women, and 

children.                                 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

FAMILY PROMISE OF SAN JOAQUIN NEWS… 

 
Family Promise of San Joaquin has raised $28,888.60 for the Gift Card 
Project!  
 
On August 19th, they met with representatives from Stockton, Lincoln, Lodi, 
Tracy, and Manteca School Districts to present information about the intended 
use of the cards, as well as  the amount each district will receive for 
distribution. All of them expressed their gratitude and how much of a difference 
this will make for their students. One representative even described a recent 
story where one of their families lost their house to a fire and how a gift card 
program would make a difference.  

Day Center News 
A lease is in progress!  With the help of our real estate lawyer, Chris Eley, we are one step closer to 
settling into our new home which will turn into our Day Center! We also have an architect, Doug 
Davis, who will be drawing up the plans for changes and additions to the building!  

Our Holy Cross AOET Adopted Student 
 
Thank you Holy Cross families!  We did it! We raised $480 in 2 weeks to support our 
sponsored student, Prosper in Uganda!  Thank you so much! 
 
Prosper is scheduled to start high school at Rehaboth High, the secondary school operated 
by AOET, as soon as schools reopen in Uganda.  They have been closed because of a 
country-wide lock-down imposed to halt the spread of the Delta COVID.  Both of Prosper’s 
parents died of HIV/AIDS, and he has been looked after by his retired grandparents. 
 
Our sponsorship covers uniforms and shoes, books, and medical care in addition to the cost 
of providing classroom instruction and meals at school.   



HYGIENE KITS UPDATE… 
 

     Sunday, September 19th after worship we had a team of about 20 people assemble 
200 Hygiene Kits. Thank you to everyone who donated and helped support our 
project for our California-Nevada Conference.  A special thank you to Tracy Tennies 
for spearheading and organizing this outreach ministry event. 
     These kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced to leave their 
homes because of human conflict or natural disaster. Hygiene kits are also used as 
learning tools in personal hygiene, literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes. 



     October deepens our experience of autumn with prosperity represented by the cornucopia and the ubiquitous 
pumpkin.  We see evidence of the coming holidays on display in our stores – any Christmas sightings yet?  It 
seems to start earlier each year.  On the TV there are ads for an entire month of the fantastic - Hallowe’en movies 
from foul to funny. Did you notice the apostrophe in the word Hallowe’en?  We don’t often see that in our ads, 
nor do we usually include it when we write it.  Like so many of our Christian traditions Halloween has taken over 
Hallowe’en.  Sometimes the knowledge and wisdom of the past is blurred or lost in the traditions of the present. 

     While ‘wisdom of the elders’ is an adage, so is ‘tradition of the elders’ – which Jesus found an obstacle to his 
ministry.  Family ties that bind and gag (as Erma Bombeck titled one of her books) stifle the spirit of family 
members and has often stifled the Spirit in the family of God, the Church.  Martin Luther saw this in the Church in 
the 16th century. He acted with force and faith to bring change.  The elders of the traditions fought back, but 
change had begun, and the Reformation movement was born.  We recognize and celebrate this liberation from 
law to grace every Sunday as we meet and give thanks to God for salvation that we have received by grace 
through faith, not by works– one of the truths of Scripture that so fired Luther.  We set aside the Sunday before 
All Saints Sunday, October 31st this year, to mark this Reformation which eventually led Charles Wesley to 
establish the Methodist denomination. 
     The hymn we associate with Reformation Sunday is the well-known A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, written by 
Martin Luther some time around 1527-1528.  You can read more about this mighty hymn online. I have printed 
the words below.  Sometimes when we sing, we may not have time to grasp the impact of the words.  I invite you 
to read these and to think about what Martin Luther is saying.  It is militant, to be sure, but it is also a strong 
affirmation of God’s power, providence, and protection.  We still face foes, let us face them with the faith of our 
fathers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessings to you and your family,  Wayne Mock 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

a bulwark never failing; 

our helper He amid the flood 

of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe 

doth seek to work us woe; 

his craft and power are great, 

and armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, 

our striving would be losing, 

were not the Right Man on our side, 

the Man of God's own choosing. 

Dost ask who That may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth, His name, 

from age to age the same, 

and He must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, 

should threaten to undo us, 

we will not fear, for God hath willed 

His truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, 

we tremble not for him; 

his rage we can endure, 

for lo, his doom is sure; 

one little word shall fell him. 

 

That Word above all earthly powers, 

no thanks to them, abideth; 

the Spirit and the gifts are ours, 

thru Him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, 

this mortal life also; 

the body they may kill; 

God's truth abideth still; 

His kingdom is forever. 





Consecration of Pastor Tevita Vaikona’s Office 
 

     After worship on Sunday, September 5th we gathered around Pastor Tevita’s new 
office at Holy Cross. Pastor Gary Pope-Sears consecrated the office with about 20 
members in attendance. A special thank you to Tracy Tennies for spearheading and 
overseeing the remodeled office space.  We also thank all hands involved in this project.  
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