
 Welcome to November, a month for Thanksgiving—the holiday of course, and so much more.  I want to 
accentuate four specific, yet different sources for the giving of thanks as we head into—and through—this month 
as a body of thankful people. 

 We begin with our first Sunday in the month celebrating the lives of our “saints”, those people who have 
made our hope in God more real, more approachable, more livable.  Our response to their faithfulness is to 
commit to our own living out of God’s love, displayed in two ways as we gather for worship on November 6.  The 
first is by putting up photos of our dearly departed friends and family members who have inspired us.  Our altar 
will become an ofrenda, borrowing from the Mexican tradition of inviting their spirits to be with us.  They will be 
before us as we come up for communion.  Also when we come, we will offer the commitments of our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness as we make our pledges for 2023.  We will look forward with hope, giving 
thanks for those who have paved the way for us to walk by faith. 

 Our second prompt for the giving of our thanks will come 2½ weeks later on Wednesday, November 23 as we 
gather at 7:00 p.m.—in person— to share a service of Thanksgiving, remembering and celebrating the many, 
many blessings we enjoy.  We will hear scriptures, sing thankful songs, and take some time to count our blessings.  
I hope you will join us. 

 The third instance of thanks-giving comes the next day, on our national day of Thanksgiving.  I would like to 
challenge each and every one of us to set aside an hour that day—a full 60 minutes—to simply give thanks to 
God.  Sybella and I will probably do this as we take our morning walk: we will name the people and the events and 
the hopes which bless us, pouring out our heartfelt appreciation to God.  I know an hour may sound daunting, but 
trust me and try—you will be surprised how many thanks are still unsaid when the hour has passed. 

 The final source of thanksgiving for us to feast on in November is our worship on November 27th as a new 
church year begins with the First Sunday of Advent.  We will give thanks that we get to prepare again for Jesus’ 
coming in two ways: at his birth in Bethlehem, and as the King of Kings whose reappearance we look forward to at 
the end of time. 

 The world is enduring many trials and tribulations in this season as we deal with inflation, fear further 
escalation of the conflict in Ukraine, and deal with the results of contentious elections.  Nevertheless, we are 
invited by our Sovereign Lord to take time to give thanks, to look beyond our struggles to view God’s greatness, 
God’s capacity to hold us, direct us, and empower us to embody his love. 

 As the psalmist said it: Know that the Lord is God.  It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.  Give thanks to him, bless 
his name. (Psalm 100:3-4)  Let’s follow that advice all month. 

 Come: give thanks with me! 
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All Saints Day 2022 is quickly approaching! 
The Worship Team has asked me to design an Ofrenda again. 

One of the key components of the Ofrenda are pictures of those who have departed 
this earthly life.  Larger pics of those who have passed since last November will be 
provided by the church office.  

Here’s where you can help:  provide a 5” x 7” or 4” x 6” picture of your loved one who 
is in the life beyond. Pictures can be in frames or not. Please put Your Name on the 
back so that your pic can be returned to you. I need these pictures by Thursday, 
November 3rd.  Bring them on Sunday, Oct 30th, drop them off at the office on Tuesday 
or Thursday mornings, or call me (209-327-7072) and let’s meet up.     

          Submitted by Tracy Tennies 

Past Ofrendas 



WORSHIP THEMES FOR NOVEMBER 
We begin our month of worship with the culmination of our stewardship emphasis What Do We 
See from Their Shoulders? This month will also feature a Thanksgiving Eve gathering and the 
beginning of a new church year with the first Sunday of Advent on November 27.  A full month 
indeed! 
 
November 6 All Saints’ Sunday 
 Scriptures: Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 
 Sermon: What Do We See from Their Shoulders? 
 This will be Commitment Sunday as well as All Saints’ with communion.  Tracy will again 
construct a wondrous ofrenda on the altar, with people contributing photos of their dearly-
deceased, with prime space and size given those from the church who have died in the last 12 
months. 
 People will be asked to bring their pledges of prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness 
up with them as they come forward for the elements of communion. 
 Our monthly Communion offering will support the Bugembe Women’s Center in Uganda.  
See the supporting article elsewhere in this Grapevine. 
 
November 13 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 21:5-19 
 Sermon: Faithful in All Seasons and Circumstances 
 
November 20 Christ the King Sunday 
 Scriptures: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 1:68-79 (#208 Canticle of Zechariah); 
Luke 23:33-43 
 Sermon: The King’s Hard-Won Victory 
 
November 23 Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7:00 p.m. 
 Scriptures: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 100; Philippians 4:4-9;  
  John 6:25-35 
 Sermon: The Elixir of Thanksgiving 
 This will be the first time in recent years that we have had a Thanksgiving worship service.  
Please join us on Wednesday evening as we celebrate God’s provision for us in this wonderful 
world.  This will be an in-person worship experience. 
 
November 27 1st Sunday of Advent 
    United Methodist Student Day 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44  
 Sermon: Ready and Raring to Go! 
 On this Sunday we will also receive our annual offering for United Methodist Student Day.  
Please see the article elsewhere in the Grapevine which details the benefits made available by 
the generosity of United Methodists the world over. 

 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 11/20 
for the DECEMBER 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 



 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

1 Beverly Fertig 
2 Sham Sealey 
8 Tony Tostie 
11 Seletute Fonokalafi 
12 Jerry Burke 
12 Chanphaeng Plavong 
15 Maata “Ata” Taulahi 
16 Gayla Wimer 
17 Jean Janssen 
18 Amy Dahlstrom Peterson 
18 Kathleen Kaplan 
22 Marcia Fox 
26 Tui McKenzie 
26 Gary Pope-Sears 
29 Ken Steele 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
20  Stephen & Carolyn Mitchell 
25 Ann & Bob Webb 

 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send 
any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are 
grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way.  
     You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would 
like to receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad 
to add you! You may also call the office at 209-
472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Submitted by Diane Morgali 

 
 

November  
Communion Offering 

 
Bugembe Women’s Centre 

 
~You Can Make a Difference~ 

 
Did You Know? 
 
–The Bugembe Women’s Centre has been a joint project of Holy Cross since the idea was 
conceived when we at Holy Cross sent our first work team to Uganda in 2012.  The Centre now is a 
registered Ugandan non-profit. 
 
–Prior to 2012, Diane Morgali had been on work teams to AOET (AIDS Orphan Education Trust) and 
had met , been impressed by, and built relationships with the leaders of the Bugembe Women’s 
Group, a support group formed in 1992. The Women’s Centre now is independent of the Women's 
Group. 
 
–The Centre has provided skills training to empower women and girls economically since its official 
opening in 2015 in a beautiful complex largely funded by Holy Cross. 
 
–Over the years, the Centre has expanded its services to include support and advocacy for women 
and girls suffering from abandonment by spouses, domestic violence, and/or sexual assault.  Staff 
members (Hope and Eva) have accompanied victims to police stations and court hearings and have 
advocated on their behalf. You have read about some of these cases in recent Grapevine articles.   
 
–The Centre runs on a “bare bones” budget, but has managed to stay open during the COVID crisis. 
 
                                                        ~Every Donation Counts~ 
                                                          ~Please Be Generous~ 
 
For all regular and special offerings you can donate in person on Sunday morning, mail a check to 

the church office, or use our giving portal on our website: www.holycrossumc.us, then find the 

desired fund under “donate.” 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

NOVEMBER 26th 9:00 am—11:00 am 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


How does the creature say thanks? 
 

In our hymnal is the wonderful hymn “God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale”. Each stanza ends with a repeated 
phrase, “How does the creature say…”. The concluding word varies:  awe, praise, woe, grace, thanks, etc. 
 
This month of THANKSGIVING, I explore some words in our Bible translated as ‘thanks’, ‘praise’. 
 
In September I attended the Asian Mid-Autumn or Moon Festival, and as I write this, the 7-day Jewish Festival of 
Sukkot is going on:  “Sukkot is the plural of sukkah, a temporary hut or dwelling…[reflecting] the Biblical harvest 
times when workers would spend harvesting in makeshift huts, erected in the fields…”  www.newstimes.com/news/
article/Understanding-the-true-meaning-of-Sukkot-6514581.php 

 
Towns across our country hold harvest festivals and county and state fairs which highlight harvests.  Most families 
in our land observe the holiday of Thanksgiving with a feast presenting a bounty of foods, a result of rich harvest. 
 
As Christians, we celebrate our God with thanksgiving and praise weekly, on special “holy-days” throughout the 
year, and hopefully, daily in our personal times of devotion. The words in the Bible translated as ‘thanks’, 
‘thanksgiving’, ‘praise’, etc., are interesting and instructive for giving thanks and praise thought-fully to our God.  
May this brief look at some of these words encourage you in your THANKSGIVING. 
 
Give Thanks –the English ‘to thank’, grew from words meaning to think, to have a memory, to feel and be glad, 
think-ful, therefore thankful.  Our memories and thoughts can help us feel grateful, for the things we have 
experienced, or that we no longer must endure. 
 
In the Old Testament: A Hebrew word with many uses is yadah, from the root yad - hand, and can mean to 
throw, to shoot (an arrow); the form yadah means to acknowledge/confess, to express publicly.  2 Sam. 22 is a song 
or psalm of thanksgiving that David sang. In vs 50, first use of yadah in the Bible, he says, “…I will give thanks to (lift 
up my hands in public recognition of) YHWH…” God had protected him from enemies of Israel and from the king of 
Israel, Saul, who tried to kill him. 
 
It is a strong witness to the power and presence of our God when we give public acknowledgement of what God 
has done for us. We can do so in church services, in giving thanks for the food we receive at meals (wherever you 
are), and in ways you might think of. 
 
In this psalm a word David uses about God, is the Heb.  barak-“bless” (vs 46). “ YHWH lives, and blessed be…God, 
rock of my salvation” (deliverance). Some Hebrew scholars link the word barak to the word for knee; as to kneel in 
allegiance to and in worship of God. “In the OT, to bless is ‘to endue with power for success, prosperity, fecundity, 
longevity, etc’. (Theological Workbook of the Old Testament). David was expressing to all present the greatness of 
his God, YHWH. And he may have been on his knees with hands raised. 
 
One of my favorite prayers is one used by Jewish people at the beginning of nearly everything: ‘Blessed art Thou O 
LORD our God, king of eternity’ (past, present, future). It expresses faith in the presence, the provision, and the 
power of God, our king. 
 
Another form of the word yadah, is todah, confession, often meaning a thank offering (Lev. 7:12).  Some offerings 
were literally lifted up and waved before the altar. In Jer. 33:11, God is promising a return from captivity. The land 
will ring with song, people will again (and with purified hearts) bring the sacrifice of praise, todah.  Ps 50:23 states, 
‘whoever offers praise (a thank offering) glorifies me’. When we give our tithes and offerings, we confess our need 
of God and the provision from God. We think of all God has done and express our thanks. “Todah” is the word to 
say ‘thank you’ in Israel today.                 (continued next page) 

 

http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Understanding-the-true-meaning-of-Sukkot-6514581.php
http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Understanding-the-true-meaning-of-Sukkot-6514581.php


Improving Devotion in 2023 

For over 50 years, The Upper Room Disciplines has spiritually nurtured 
individuals to center their hearts and minds on God. Based on the 
Revised Common Lectionary, this inspiring devotional provides an 
opportunity to look more deeply at Scripture and become rooted in the 
teachings of God. Throughout the year, 53 different Christian thought 
leaders from diverse traditions will help you engage with God's Word 
through daily prayers, Scripture readings, and meditations. Features "A 
Guide to Daily Prayer" and an index of biblical passages.  

 
We have a few extra copies. If you are interested in a 
Disciplines for 2023, please respond by email to holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or 
call the church office at 209-472-2177.  
 
Pricing:  Regular print    $11    Large print       $13 

Submitted by Wayne Mock 

(continued) 
 
In the New Testament: Jesus gave thanks (eucharisteo= eu-well + charizomai-to give freely), for the freely 
given loaves and fishes (Matt. 15:36). Our Eucharist or communion is an expression of the freely given gift of 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. W.E. Vine (Expository Dictionary) says, “’Thanksgiving’ is the expression of 
joy Godward, and…fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22); believers are encouraged to abound in it, Col 2:7-abounding 
in thankfulness because of our walk, our life in Christ Jesus the Lord. 
When the infant Jesus was presented in the Temple, Simeon realized by revelation that this baby was God’s 
Messiah (Christ). And so he held the child and “blessed” God, (eulogeo, eu-good + logos, word/expression) 
He said good things about God and the acts of God.  One method of praying follows the anagram ACTS, 
starting with adoration-expressing thanks for who God is, his attributes, character, all God is. Selah (meditate 
on this).  Following the praise prayer of Simeon, Anna who had lived and performed service in the Temple for 
decades, came upon them and began to give thanks to God (vs 38) and to speak of this to everyone she 
could.  The word she used is anthomologeomai, (anti-fully/intensity + homou-same +logos-word) so, to with 
fulness of feeling to say the same thing about God as God would say about himself; to agree, profess, praise; 
we praise God by saying the same things God does – about God, to others, to ourselves.  Beloved, think 
about all that God is, and thank God for all God has, is and will do in your life.  
 

There are many other words to look at, but I hope that, for now, 
this gives you some food for remembering and rejoicing. 

HAPPY GIVING THANKS! 



Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

 
Children’s Hope, Jinja 

 

I have made five trips to Uganda, Africa since 2014.  I do blame Diane Morgali for creating this deep care and 
concern in me for the people there.  Because of the world wide pandemic it has now been more than three 
years since my last visit.  I hope to rectify that situation this spring with a visit to the friends and programs I 
have missed so much.  The parents, mostly the mothers, working so hard to care for their children by giving 
them opportunity.  The program developers and teachers committed to providing the best educational 
opportunities.  The community developers and activists, many coming out of the universities ready to help 
make the world better for themselves and the next generation.  And, of course, the children smiling and 
laughing, running and playing together, singing and dancing at any opportunity.  They have hope and faith in 
a creator who cares for them. 
 

I originally went to Uganda to support AIDS Orphans Education Trust (AOET) and continue to sponsor two 
girls now grown into young women attending vocational training programs.  On my second trip I met a young 
Muslim man, Ssozi Juma, working as a volunteer with children and adults with disabilities.  He introduced me 
to many of the local families and shared his goals of educational opportunity for the children.  We have been 
working together since that time, still with a goal of adults with disabilities with appropriate job skills earning 
their way as productive members of their communities.   
 

I am so happy to be traveling to Uganda once again.  I have been worried about my kids and their families.  
They were out of school for more than a year.  Their parents had no work for much of that time.  No working 
from home or online school in Uganda.  I can hardly wait to arrive at the guesthouse to be surrounded by a 
small crowd of laughing happy kids crying “Muzungu”. 

November 27th—United Student Day 
 

WHAT IS UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY? 

     Students are the future of The United Methodist Church. In the 18th Century, our 
Wesleyan roots were formed around the importance of education and its role in 
spiritual formation. In fact, the original Special Sunday was created to help advance 
education for children - and today we call it United Methodist Student Day. 
     By investing in our students, the Church supports potential in students who will 
one day pay the investment forward to society. Together, we support their effort to 
become Christian leaders of tomorrow. Unfortunately, higher education grows more expensive and less 
accessible each year. 
     One of the major challenges that students face is a lack of financial support to attain a college education. 
Worrying about expenses adds to the already existing anxieties students experience. But for students 
attending United Methodist Churches, we extend a hand to help them accomplish their career goals. 
     For more than one-hundred years, United Methodists have been supporting their students’ educational 
needs through a special offering. The funds received from the offering go into the United Methodist Student 
Loan Fund to underwrite scholarships for United Methodist students. Scholarships are awarded to deserving 
United Methodist students annually. Please give generously.  
     For all regular and special offerings you can donate in person on Sunday morning, mail a check to the 
church office, or use our giving portal on our website: www.holycrossumc.us, then find the desired fund 
under “donate.” 

http://www.holycrossumc.us
https://www.holycrossumc.us/donate


Submitted by Rita Steele 

 
In the next week we, along with our support congregations - First Congregational Church and Crosstown 
Community Church, will host a family for Family Promise, San Joaquin.  This is our second opportunity to 
provide assistance to a local family with children as they work with organization staff to resolve issues and 
acquire sustainable housing.  This week we will serve a family of two parents, a seventeen year old, and a one 
year old baby. 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers making this effort possible by providing a welcoming environment for family 
dinners, breakfast and lunch, evening socialization opportunities, inviting rooms for relaxing and sleeping and 
transportation to and from the Day Center each day. 
 

The Family Promise Day Center located at Zion Lutheran Church was recently renovated and a number of us 
attended the Open House celebration.  The Day Center is the place where families are given support to work 
through any issues hindering their ability to obtain sustainable housing.  The executive director and case 
manager work diligently with parents to establish goals and achieve them.   
 

At the event it was shared the parent of one of our last host week families had found a job and housing and 
the family of four moved to their new home last weekend.  Please pray for a similar outcome for the family 
we will serve next week and for the volunteers coming together to support them! 
 

Kathy Kimber 
Family Promise Liaison  

CARING MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.   

Matthew 25:40 

I started riding in downtown Stockton with Mercy Pedalers 
in May.  Twice a week, we ride three-wheeled bikes with a 
cabinet built into the rear basket.  We approach homeless 
men and women with, “Would you like a cup of coffee?”  
Almost all say, “Yes, please.”  We share a baked good or 
granola bar.  We might ask if they are new to Stockton, in 
which case we give information about shelters, meals and 

showers.  In our cart we also carry water, socks, hygiene items, plastic bags, and other useful items. Our hope 
is to meet a need and make a connection.  A homeless man or woman cannot see change as a possibility for 
them.  At the same time change can not happen unless the person engages to be a part of the process.  Maybe, 
you or I can “plant a seed.” 
 
Sister Libby Fernandez started Mercy Pedalers in 2017 in Sacramento.  Not everyone bikes.  Many use their 
cars.  We would like to enlist interested individuals to start connecting and making a difference in North 
Stockton.  Sister Libby will be scheduling an orientation at Holy Cross in early December.  If you or anyone you 
know, is interested in helping with this outreach to homeless men and women, contact Rita Steele.  
Participants do not have to be church members.    https://mercypedalers.com  
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 


