
 By the time you read this, we will have recently concluded our annual stewardship emphasis inviting 
the investment of our individual—and collective—prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness as we 
seek to be a blessing to one another and the larger world in and beyond 2022.  Thank you for 
participating. 

 I would like to communicate a recent awareness I came to and invite you to join me in thinking 
differently about how we work together.  Like many inspirations, this awareness came to me while I was 
showering the other day.  Truth is, most of my best ideas hit me while I shower.  If you ever come to 
worship and I look like a prune, expect a great sermon! 

 I love the game of baseball: the drama can be amazing as so much can ride on any given pitch and 
swing—the pitcher’s best versus the batter’s best.  Still and all, the results can be devastating for the 
ardent fan, as illustrated by the tragic end of the Giants’ season on October 14 (don’t worry, the black 
armband will come off soon!). 

 As I weighed the emotional cost of the Giants’ downfall, I started to assess the value of competition 
writ large.  Thirty teams began the baseball season, only one goes home a champion.  The three-weekend 
fervor which is the NCAA basketball tournament each March ends in defeat for all but one team.  The 
adage: it doesn’t matter if you win or lose, it’s how you play the game is never quoted by the winners. 

 So there, in the shower, listening to a classical radio station, it hit me: such music is a cooperative 
endeavor, it is not a you versus me for all the marbles enterprise; it is about blending our sounds together 
into a glorious, shared expression.  It should also be noted that one person cannot hope to produce all 
the needed sounds for a symphonic work; while there are people who can play several instruments, the 
best cellist would have a dickens of a time trying to play a passage on an oboe—the skill sets are very 
different though both are musical. 

 It is easy to superimpose that metaphor on the church; in fact, the Bible does that in several places, 
most clearly in 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 – Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them 
in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  We are differently enabled 
by the Spirit to serve the aims and ends of the Church to bring the kingdom of God into clearer focus 
through our words, our deeds—our living. 

 So, looking to the commitments many of you made in the last week or so—what you have to offer is 
going to be different than anyone else when it comes to how you will pray, when you can be present, 
how much you can contribute, the forms of service you can render, and the witness you can share.  What 
is vitally important for us as the body of Christ is that you share what God is inviting you to invest in the 
work we engage in together.                                                                                            (Continued next page) 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR NOVEMBER 

     The Sundays in November are kind of a potpourri of themes and seasons.  We begin by 
celebrating All Saints’ Sunday, remembering the saints of our lives and of the Church, spend a week 
considering the role of the Jewish high priest, embrace Christ as the King, then conclude the month 
entering into Advent.  Each week will be a special joy: plan to join us in-person or online. 
 

Sunday, November 7 All Saints’ Sunday 
  Communion Offering 
 Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
 Sermon: Our Communion of Saints 
 Those of the congregation who have died this past year will be remembered as we prepare to 
receive Holy Communion.  Along with their pictures, if you would like to bring a photo (no larger 
than 5x7” please) of deceased family members to put on our altar—our ofrenda for the day—please 
bring those photos to the church by Thursday, November 4 so Tracy can create an artful display of 
them for our worship. 
 

Sunday, November 14 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: 1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25 
 Sermon: A Renewing Vision of Priesthood 
 

Sunday, November 21 Christ the King Sunday 
Scriptures: 2 Samuel 23:1-5; Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37; 19:16b-22 

 Sermon: A King Unlike Any Other 
 

Sunday, November 28 1st Sunday of Advent 
    United Methodist Student Day Offering 
 Scriptures: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
 Sermon: Finding Ourselves Right with God 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 11/20 

for the DECEMBER issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

(Continued) 

 I want to acknowledge that such investments will grow and evolve over time.  Some of our 
younger Tongan men—skilled in building smarts did amazing work preparing the ground for our 
new labyrinth.  Some of you have helped fund the church so we could afford the materials which 
they put to use.  Many of you will hopefully have your prayers deepened when you make use of 
this same labyrinth.  When the church is working right, it all comes together into a symphony of 
praise and service.  Thank you for playing your part so well. 

 Yours for Christ, 

 



     Fall is in full swing according to all the leaves that have fallen in our complex.  It is nice to 
have cooler weather.  Soups and stews sound really good as well as homemade bread baking 
in the oven.  What do you like about the change in the weather?   
 
     J-O-Y Circle would like to thank everyone for supporting the Sock Drive.  Socks are the #1 
item requested item in homeless shelters. Holy Cross, "might be small but we are MIGHTY" 
when it comes to sharing with those less fortunate. 
 
     November is a time for THANKFULNESS.  We remember our Veterans and those who 
gave their lives for our country.  The fourth Thursday we celebrate Thanksgiving. 
 
     J-O-Y Circle will be hosting a Mini Boutique sale on Sunday, November 14th after church 
for the Holy Cross families. We will offer Christmas items, homemade items, Ugandan items, 
and baked goods. Save the dates. 
 
We celebrate Beverly Fertig’s birthday on November 1st and Kathleen Kaplan on November 
18th. 
 
We pray that we all stay healthy during this continuing Pandemic. 
 
Next Circle Meeting:   Tuesday, November 9th, 10:00 AM 
 
Convener—Judith Ernst    

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle NOVEMBER 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
     It’s a busy time of the year!  Conferences, Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, New Years...you name 

it! Get your calendar set with so many wonderful things to do! Don’t let life pass you by. Do it all, you 

really can if you set your mind to it!  

     The church is holding services on Sundays at 10:30 A.M. in the sanctuary, on Facebook, and the 

website… www.holycrossumc.us.  Please join us in any way that you feel comfortable.   

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to please wear your mask if you are not vaccinated. My 

heart is full and God is great! Smile everyday!     

     Blessings and love,   Temple 



SPECIAL OFFERINGS IN  

NOVEMBER 

 During the month of November we will receive three special 
offerings.  While each will go to a worthy effort, please be 
mindful of giving to these above and beyond your regular 
support of Holy Cross’ ongoing ministries.  In each case, you 
can give by check or cash or donate online using the church 
website: www.holycrossumc.us.  

 November 7: Communion Offering.  The funds collected on 
this day—or through our ongoing giving portal—will go to 
support the Emergency Food Bank and the extra expectations that they seek to meet during the 
upcoming holiday season.  If you are giving online, you can designate either the “Communion 
Sunday” fund or the “Food Bank” fund. 

     November 25: Thanksgiving Offering.  We will seek to bless the One Charter Elementary School 
(Formerly known as One TLC School) because of the great work they do. One Charter Elementary 
services K-6th grade students who are unable to attend a traditional school environment due to 
housing instability. It has been a part of the San Joaquin County Office of Education alternative 
education program since February of 1992 when it was known as the TLC School. Families served 
may be residing in automobiles, motels, family shelters, tents, or in informal rental situations.  All 
students are provided with door-to-door transportation, school supplies, clothing, PPE, and 
nutrition. Student counseling and parent support are provided along as extra enrichment activities 
such as music therapy and art classes.  Staff to student ratio never exceeds 1:7. These extra services 
are made possible by the support of the nonprofit TLC Foundation.  

     Carmen Abundez, Music Therapist at the One Charter Elementary School, describes the school’s 
mission this way: “Our goal is to transition our students to traditional school environments as their 
families achieve permanent housing and students demonstrate social-emotional and academic 
growth that will set them up for school success.   Many of our families achieve housing within a 
semester or school year. In recent years, we have experienced an increase in chronically unhoused 
families that remain at our school for more than two years.  These students often move 2-4 times per 
school year and have experienced several other major traumas in addition to housing instability. We 
can’t always wave a magic wand and take away our student’s life stressors that our students are 
experiencing, however we can build our school culture to become a major protective factor in their 
lives that counteracts their risk factors.  Holy Cross United Methodist’s support of our shoe 
program has gone a long way in providing our students with safety, comfort and pride.  It has been 
a joy to provide our students with well-fitting, weather appropriate, comfortable shoes to help make 
them feel good about themselves in their school and home environments”.                                                                            

     If you are giving online, please designate the “Thanksgiving Offering” fund.                                                                                                                                         

     November 28: United Methodist Student Day Offering.  The 1st Sunday in Advent is designated 
as the day to receive this denominational offering, the proceeds of which fund scholarships for 
United Methodists moving into church-related occupations.  If you are giving online, please 
designate the “United Methodist Student Day Sunday” fund. 
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NOVEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 1 Beverly Fertig 
 2 Sham Sealey 
 8 Tony Tostie 
12 Jerry Burke 
12 Chanphaeng Plavong 
15 Maata “Ata” Taulahi 
16 Gayla Wimer 
16 Siu Raura 
17 Jean Janssen 
18 Amy Dahlstrom Peterson 
18 Kathleen Kaplan 
22 Marcia Fox 
22 Seletute Fonokalafi 
26 Tui McKenzie 
26 Gary Pope-Sears 
29 Ken Steele  
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7 Tom & Carol Azevedo 
20  Stephen & Carolyn Mitchell 
25 Ann &  Bob Webb 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful that Sham is 
serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Sunday, November 14th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Please come and support Joy Circle & the Uganda Women's Resource Center at a 
boutique and bake sale on Sunday, November 14

th
 from 11:30 am-12:30 pm. 

 
This event will feature Christmas items, handmade items, Ugandan items, jewelry, 
gifts, scarfs, wood work, and baked goods. 
Cash and credit cards accepted. Funds will go to support ongoing ministries of Holy 
Cross UMC. For more information, please contact the church office at 209-472-2177. 

BOUTIQUE 



UPCOMING EVENTS Faith Fellowship Feast 
We were joined by our District Superintendent Rev. David Niu, Rev. Tevita Vaikona, & 

            Rev. Gary Pope-Sears 

October 24th  



Reception of New Members 

October 17th 

Confirmation Youth 

October 24th 



     This year for the Advent and Christmas season I am preparing music both old and new to 
celebrate the fantastic (extraordinarily good) news that God has in love (desire for our highest good) 
reached out to humanity by sending God’s unique Son, Jesus.  Jesus came to live among us (“moved 
into the neighborhood” The Message) to help us in daily life and to show us the Father – God who 
created and loves us – yes, LOVES US, and to set us free to live as God intended both now and 
eternally! 
 

     To help us experience the joy that this Good News brings I have chosen as a theme a well-known 
Christmas carol. As it turns out, the cliché, “Jesus is the reason for the season”, is right after all. 
 

     The ancient Christmas Carol, In Dulci Jubilo, became known and soon popular in the Middle 
Ages.  According to that venerated source Wikipedia, the original song text, a macronic [written in 
more than one language] alternation of Medieval German and Latin, is thought to have been written 
by the German mystic Heinrich Seuse circa 1328. According to folklore, Seuse heard angels singing 
these words and was invited to join them in a dance of worship. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
In_dulci_jubilo  Was he the first Dr S… OK, never mind.  
 

     As an aside, praise dancing is very old, David danced before the LORD (2 Sam 6:14). It was part 
of worship in most religions from as far back as worship is recorded (Egyptian, Assyrian stele, etc.) 
 

     But back to In Dulci Jubilo (In Sweet or Quiet Rejoicing). The German was translated into English 
retaining the Latin, by R.L. Pearsall in 1837.  The version in our hymnal (#224) titled Good Christian 
Friends, Rejoice!, was translated in 1855 by John M. Neale is, and tristis, nullum Latinum (sadly, no 
Latin-Thank you, Google Translate). 
      

     Below is the original text and a literal translation of the first verse. Although I like the refrain: 
“News! News!, it has been criticized as a mistake made “when transcribing [the original notation] … 
which led to the repeated "News, news" and "Joy, joy" phrase.  In 1921, H. J. Massé wrote that it was 
an example of "musical wrongdoing ... involving the mutilation of the rhythm of that grand tune In 
dulci jubilo to the English words Good Christian Men Rejoice.” Wikipedia, again. Sorry, Monsieur 
Massé, it seems here to stay. 
 
              Original            English                with the Latin (Pearsall) 
Nun singet und seid froh!         Now Sing and be glad  In dulci Jubilo Let us our homage shew 
Unsers Herzens Wonne         Our hearts bliss   Our heart’s joy reclineth 
Leit in praesepio          lies in a manger  in praesipio 
Und leuchtet wie die Sonne       and shines like the sun And like a bright star shineth 
Matris in gremio          In the mother’s lap  Matris in gremio 
Alpha es et O          Alpha he is and O(mega)      Alpha es et O 
 
     The music I will play will be Medieval, Baroque, and modern, and will include a Hymn-Prelude, 
Veni, Veni, Emmanuel, by Australian organist/composer Wes Jordan – and a couple of arrangements 
by a W. Mock. 
 

     Gaudet! Venit!  I hope this encourages you to Rejoice! He is coming! And maybe you too will 
dance before the LORD. Blessings, Wayne Mock       

       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_dulci_jubilo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_dulci_jubilo




FAMILY PROMISE OF SAN JOAQUIN NEWS… 

 
Family Promise of San Joaquin Executive Director 
We are pleased to announce the hiring of our affiliate's first Executive 
Director, Jory Gwasdoff.  

Day Center News 
Family Promise SJC is excited to officially announce that our Day Center 
will be located at Zion Lutheran Church! We couldn't have asked for a 
more ideal location, a generous amount of indoor space, and plenty of 
outdoor space that we can develop in the future. Our hope is to open our 
doors to guest families early in 2022.  

Family Promise Week 
Stockton Board of Supervisors declares Family Promise Week—October 24-30! Board members 
Temple Gallagher and Jonathan Jacoby briefly spoke about our mission and upcoming plans for our 
program to begin in early 2022!  

UPDATE ON WHAT IS HAPPENING AT THE BUGEMBE WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTRE  

     The Covid situation has limited what the Womens’ Resource Centre is able to do,  but here is a report from 

Nelly and Hope, the guiding lights of the Centre:  

A) We have been supported women and girls on an individual basis through the following ways: 

      -Grace Kavu desired to go back to her parents’ home in Mombasa-Kenya, so we managed to arrange transport 

 for her. 

       -Provided shelter, counseling, shelter, and food  to three women who approached us for assistance. The 

 women are aged 42, 30 and 20 years, and one of them has a two-year-old child. 

       -Provided food (maize flour and beans) and soap to old women who were in great need. 

B)  Sewing and distributing of masks and menstrual pads while conducting structured conversations about                                                      

domestic and sexual violence (i.e. women’s and girls’ experiences during the lock down). 

C) Weekly group counseling for girls/women who use the resource centre during the daytime. The group sessions 

explore healthy relationships, rights in marriage, sexual harassment and domestic violence. The attached photos 

are for this activity. 
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 
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