
      In my early years as pastor at Epworth UMC in Fallon, NV, I would end up at clergy meetings with Fr. Jim              
Connolly, the Roman Catholic chaplain at the local Navy base, Naval Air Station, Fallon.  As we met, Fr. Connolly 
would busy himself doing origami designs, which he would give away at the end of the meeting (he did exquisite 
work!).  He would do this because he was hyperactive/hyperkinetic and the only way he could concentrate in the 
meeting was to stay busy in some other way, to effectively turn down the ‘noise’ in his mind to be fully present.  I 
have known others who could participate most fully in meetings by keeping their hands busy knitting or 
crocheting. 

 For many of us, the idea of sitting in silence contemplating the wonders of God sounds like so much torture.  
We are so used to being busy and on the go that trying to sit quietly becomes an exercise in futility.  Allow me to 
suggest that finding any method to turn down one’s inner ‘noise’—allowing the presence and voice of God to be 
sensed—is a good thing, and worth trying. 

 To that end, let me recommend to you our labyrinth.  We consecrated it some 4 ½ months ago, and I am 
hoping for increased usage.  I have noticed a few folks from Holy Cross using it; I would love to have more folks 
gracing its trail to center and back out again.  We held our Easter Sunrise Service there on April 17th, and I was 
excited about the turnout.  Perhaps even sitting in a chair on the labyrinth may incline some more folks to try 
walking it next. 

 You see, I don’t want to keep it to myself, like my own private spiritual retreat: I am very willing to share its 
space and power.  That power for me is found in the ease with which I can eliminate intrusive thoughts and 
troubles once I begin following its route, allowing me to think more deeply about some important task or sermon 
that is in need of some centered—focused—thought.  For example, this column is the direct result of going with 
an open mind into the labyrinth this afternoon. 

 I cannot say exactly how it works for me, but the labyrinth seems to have a divine effect upon my demeanor, 
allowing me to get to the heart of the matter before me and discern the best path forward for me.  The rhythm of 
simply walking and thinking suits my soul. 

 If you would like some guidance on walking the labyrinth, stop by the office—there is some helpful 
information in the church office, or available from me.  If you would prefer to wing it, simply lift to God the issue 
before you, or the hope for clarification or blessing you came with, and start walking.  I recommend silence—all 
the better to discern the still, small voice of God.  In fact, if I see you walking the labyrinth, I will not speak to 
you—your journey is between you and God.  If you see me walking the labyrinth, I trust you will extend to me the 
same courtesy.  If you would like to discuss with me some guiding you received in your walking, I would relish 
hearing how God met you in that journey. 

 I am so grateful for this resource and its availability.  I hope you will consider claiming its blessing for yourself. 

 Yours for Christ, 

 Pastor Gary 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR MAY 
The five Sundays in May take us through the remainder of Eastertide, all the way to Ascension 
Sunday in preparation for the birth of the Church at Pentecost (for that, we must wait until 
June 5).  Each week we will revisit a significant event in the early days of the Christian Church. 
 
Sunday, May 1         3rd Sunday of Easter 
                   Native American Ministries Sunday 
 Scripture: Acts 9:1-20; John 21:1-19 
 Sermon: Christ Calls and Recalls 
 Our Communion offering this month will support Native American ministry efforts  around 
the county and help fund the education of seminarians coming out of various  tribes. 
 
Sunday, May 8                      4th Sunday of Easter 
                                                                                             Festival of the Christian Home 
 Scriptures: Psalm 23; Acts 9:36-43; John 10:22-30 
 Sermon: Daring to Live 
 
Sunday, May 15                    5th Sunday of Easter 
 Scriptures: Acts 11:1-18; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
 Sermon: Embracing New Things 
 
Sunday, May 22        6th Sunday of Easter 
                  Heritage Sunday 
 Scriptures: Acts 16:9-15; John 14:23-29 
 Sermon: Following Where We Are Led 
 
Sunday, May 29        7th Sunday of Easter 
                Ascension Sunday 
 Scriptures: Acts 1:1-11; Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-26 
 Sermon: Doing the Good Before Us 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 May is always a happy month...not too hot, not too cold...just right! Addison is 

finishing up his first year of his Masters program at UOP. I think back, he was going into  

Kindergarten when I started working in the office so many moons ago. I am looking forward 

to June, July, and August, as I will be taking some time off each month to enjoy life with 

loved ones. Please be patient with the office volunteers. I will be working remotely while on 

vacation, I like to call it “A WORKING VACATION!”. My heart is full and God is 

great! Smile everyday and stop by the office to say, “Hi” before I head off in the sunset! 

       

     Blessings and love,   Temple 



I hope that everyone had a blessed Easter.  We spent ours with our daughter and son-in-Law and 
grandkids.  Dylan, age 7, was told by a classmate that there is no such thing as Easter.  During the Easter meal 
his Dad and I tried to explain to him that yes that Easter is real and the meaning of Easter.  Hopefully that 
helped him understand two things:  Easter is real and that people have different understandings of Easter.   
 

Growing up in a Family of six kids with quite an age range, Easter meant different things.  As the oldest, it 
meant getting new clothes to wear to church.  My younger siblings got new clothes, but the big thing for them 
was hunting for the goodies that the Easter Bunny left : chocolate eggs, jellybeans, and the beautiful 
decorated hardboiled eggs.  Mom & dad prayed & hoped that we would find them all! As an adult Easter 
meant thinking about how I read the Bible, prayed, and tried to live a life worthy of the sacrifice that Jesus 
made for me.  Let’s just say that I am “a work in progress”.   
 

J-O-Y Circle has been a work in progress with dates & times changing frequently.  I am sorry for the 
confusion.  As most of you know, I have a new role as caregiver for Richard.  Sometimes it might mean 
cancelling at the last minute because he needs my help.  
 

We are working on Dress A Girl in Africa.  This is a very worthwhile project.  We have all the material to make 
a simple dress and the notions required to do that.  We are part of a team that sends finished dresses to a 
central site for distribution in Africa.  The congregation has donated & we have filled over 100 Bags of 
Grace.  Our church family is always generous with their donations which enabled us to put together so many 
bags. Temple is working on getting together with the group that has the shower truck so we can distribute our 
bags.  Thank you for sharing so others can have personal hygiene items they might not have otherwise.  
  

Meeting times:  Tuesday, May 3rd @10:00 am-11:30 am.      Tuesday, May 17th @10:00-11:30 am   
 

Mother’s Day—May 8th                    Kimber Wight—May 12th Birthday                           May 30th--Memorial Day 
 

Bible Verse:  “Show me the right path, O Lord;  point out the road for me to follow.”    Psalm 25:4 (NLT) 
God Bless & Keep You, Judith Ernst, Convener 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle MAY 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

                MAY 28th   9:00 am—11:00 am 

Thanks to everyone for your contributions during Lent and Easter Services. He is Risen indeed! 
 
You are welcome to explore the many ways available to contribute to things that are close to your 
heart. Examples include Uganda support such as the Women’s Center & Children Hope. Also 
available are Family Promise funds, particularly with our hosting week expenses during May 1-7. 
 
Ken Sloan, Financial Secretary 



 
 
 

 
IN-PERSON WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE STARTING  

MAY 11th at 5:30 PM 
 

FOOD- FUN - FELLOWSHIP- GROWTH 
 
You are invited to come on May 11th (assuming there has not been an alarming spike in COVID cases) to eat 
a meal and to help plan activities for future WNL gatherings. 
 

Over the many years  since WNL was started in 2001, it always has included a fellowship meal 
together.  Small group activities which follow the meal have ranged from study/discussion groups to bell 
ringing practice to craft making to something as simple as watching movies together.  There have been 
activities for children and youth as well as adults, but the core of the gathering has been a meal together. 
Some people have left right after the meal, and that has been okay. 
 

Please come to eat and to help plan the shape WNL will take as it enters its 22nd year of providing food, 
fellowship, and opportunities to grow personally and in our ministry together as followers of Jesus. 
 
Wednesday Night Live Group Starting May 18th 

 “The Holy Land Revealed” video lecture series featuring Professor Jodi Magness will be one of the groups 
convening after the Wednesday Night Live dinner on May 18.   If you ever have wondered what archeology 
can tell us about Bible times, this series offers fascinating glimpses into what can be learned from the 
archeology which has taken place in biblical areas.  This series focuses on the area which includes modern 
day Israel, the Palestinian territories, and Jordan. Historical sources include the Hebrew Bible, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, the writings of Josephus and Philo, and the New Testament.  This series will be facilitated by Diane 
Morgali in the church library. 

Submitted by Diane Morgali 

Special Offerings in May 
 On Sunday, May 1, we will collect our monthly Communion Offering.  The money collected this month 
will support our denominational collection for Native American Ministries Sunday.  The funds contributed 
will help fund existing native ministries, create programs and support seminary scholarships for United 
Methodist Native Americans.  To contribute, please send a check with the memo: ”May Communion” or 
give online using our website (www.holycrossumc.us) and selecting the fund “Native American Ministries 
Sunday” under the “Donate” tab. 

 On Sundays May 29 and June 5, we will collect for our Annual Conference Offering, which will go to 
support relief and rebuilding efforts in Tonga following the devastating volcanic eruption and tsunami back 
in January.  This will also be the focus for our June Communion Offering. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 5/20 
for the JUNE 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Malakai Lomano  
3 Paul Gallagher 
8 Melelatai Mulikiha’amea 
11 Alivia Mitchell 
12 Kimberley Wight 
15 Richard Gallegos 
18 Maumi Tonga 
19 Rylee Nolan 
22 Alice Hannan 
22 Betty Payne 
23 Soana Fua 
24 Lillian Tonga 
29 John Fox 
29 Bob Webb 
30 Scott Maynard 
31 Comfort Matadi 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
11 Willie & Emelda Simmons 
16 Maranda & David Ramirez 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please 
send any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. 
We are grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is 
EMAIL.  If you would like to receive the Church 
News emails please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will 
be glad to add you! You may also call the office 
at 209-472-2177. 

Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

     Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships 
to graduating high school seniors for college or 
vocational school expenses.  These scholarships 
are intended for students who attend or 
participate in the life of Holy Cross.   
     You must meet all the requirements to be 
eligible for the scholarship. Call the church 
office to receive an application at 209-472-
2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Applications are due July 1, 2022 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


PANNING FOR GOLD  

     There are places in the Gold Country you can pay to get a pan and swish the water in the sluice.  You are 
guaranteed to come away with some gold – usually enough to lose on the way to the car. 
     Every time I read the Bible, study a psalm, a verse, a book of the Bible I come away overwhelmed by the 
beauty and the power of this wonderful book.  Sometimes something I’ve read “all my life”, suddenly takes 
on new meaning; something I need to hear at the moment.  If I don’t take time to “pan” these precious 
waters, I miss a nugget of treasure. 
     The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (MSG) titles Proverbs Chapter 25 “The Right Word at 
the Right Time”. Throughout the chapter are nuggets of wisdom true in Solomon’s day and in ours.  
     Vs 2: It is the glory of God to hide something and the glory of kings to discover something (CEB), or, God 
delights in concealing things; scientists delight in discovering things (MSG). Reading astronomy news delights 
me no end. I just keep thinking the heavens are telling the glory of God.  A recent program in the NOVA series 
on PBS was about butterflies. Scientists have discovered several “secrets” of the butterfly that have yielded 
amazing applications for healing.  “Delights” is a good use of the word “glory” in this verse.  Do you delight in 
discovery?  I love to watch our grand children discover something in nature, in color, in learning to read. 
What a joy discovery brings to our heart. 
     Vs 5: “Remove the wicked from the king’s presence, and his throne will be established in 
righteousness” (CEB), or, “Remove the wicked from leadership and authority will be credible and God-
honoring” (MSG). Enough said. 
     Vss 6-7: “Don’t exalt yourself in the presence of the king, or stand in the place of important people, 
because it is better that he says to you, “Come up here,” than to be demoted before a ruler” (CEB). Reminds 
me of Jesus’ counsel (Luke 14: 7ff). 
     Vs 11: “Words spoken at the right time are like gold apples in a silver setting” (CEB), or, “The right word at 
the right time is like a custom-made piece of jewelry” (MSG). When someone says what we need to hear at 
the moment, it is a blessing, humbling, perhaps painful. But if we are wise, we can only grow from it. The 
next part of this couplet is a truth we seem to have forgotten in our time. 
     Vs 12 “Wise correction to an ear that listens is like a gold earring or jewelry of fine gold” (CEB), or, … “a 
wise friend’s timely reprimand is like a gold ring slipped on your finger” (MSG). According to Prov. 3:12 and 
Heb. 12:6 God reprimands/corrects the ones he loves.  Maybe you are saying, “Lord stop loving me so 
much!”.  Hold on to the promise of God: “God’s anger lasts a second, his favor a lifetime, weeping may last a 
nighttime, joy comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5). 
     The rest of Proverbs 25 is packed with equally delightful and insightful nuggets. 
     The greatest treasure we can find is our own relationship with God. Jesus told parables such as the Lost 
Coin, Lost Son, Lost Sheep, and the Treasure in the Field to illustrate this. You are so precious to God, he gave 
his greatest treasure, Jesus, to suffer and die in our stead to open the way home. The anonymous hymn, I 
Sought the Lord, #341 in our hymnal states it this way: 
 

I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 
He moved my soul to seek him, seeking me. 
It was not I that found, O Savior true 
No, I was found of thee. 

 

     It is the glory, the delight of God to seek the greatest treasure in the universe:  your eternal soul. You can 

mine that thought for treasure that lasts a lifetime. 

                                     PEACE BE TO YOU 

M U S I C  N O T E S   

Submitted by Wayne Mock 



Children’s Hope, Uganda 
 
The children of Uganda have just completed their first school term after schools were closed for two years.  
Not unlike school children in the United States, those three and a half months were spent building back skills 
lost over the long break.  We feel very lucky to have added a third teacher at the School for Deaf students, 
replacing Teacher Emmanuel who left for a new position.  Our newest teacher is herself deaf, so provides an 
excellent role model for the students. 
 

Madame Joyce Hall, a great friend to the program who lives in London, provided funding for the purchase of 
clothing, shoes, and disposable diapers for students and parents.  These items were distributed to families as 
part of the end of term activities.  As you can see in the pictures, all were grateful for her generosity.   
 

As a university student, Executive Director, Ssozi Juma is taking exams next week to complete the first term 
of the last year of his degree program.  Completing his education has been a long time dream for Juma.  As 
many of you know, working all the time in more than one job, caring for  community and family, including his 
elderly mother, one or more foster children and three children of his own only adds to the challenge.  His 
graduation next spring will be a great event! 
 

Thank you to all who continue to remember Children’s Hope in your prayers and through you donations.  The 
students and families are forever grateful for your support! 

Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

Ssozi Juma’s children,  
Idi, Kimber & Swaibu 

New shoes from Madame Joyce 

Clothing distribution 

End of term reports Charlie & Ssozi Juma 



Family Promise 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 

FAMILY PROMISE, San Joaquin 

 
Family Promise is a national organization empowering families to overcome homelessness 
and regain independence.  We at Holy Cross UMC have been part of the local planning for 
several years, waiting to step into our role as a Host Congregation providing overnight 
accommodations for up to four enrolled families for one week periods four times per year. 
 
As you have been hearing, our first week on the Family Promise rotational calendar is the 
week of May 1-8, 2022.  During that week we need volunteers to set-up beds and sleeping 
areas, prepare and serve breakfast and dinner, plan evening activities, manage facility use 
and supply needs and be overnight host/hostess.  First Congregational Church, our support 
congregation, has been working with us to accomplish these tasks.   
 
We expect to be the second, or possibly the first church community to provide to our guests 
with a positive experience as they do the work to gain sustainable housing for their family.  I 
am very appreciative of the interest expressed, donations made and volunteer hours given to 
help this project to be a success!   
 
By the time you are reading this we should be hosting our first family and will have many 
stories to share in the next Grapevine.  If you were not able to volunteer during this first 
week, please consider participating in our second rotation June 26th to July 3rd. 
 
You can call, text or email me your interest in helping! 
 
Kathy Kimber, Family Promise Coordinator 
katkim49@gmail.com   (209)603-1129 

A BIG THANK YOU  

TO ALL THE 

VOLUNTEERS  

THAT SERVE  

HOLY CROSS OR THE 

COMMUNITY! 

mailto:katkim49@gmail.com
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

 


