
 I hope you have benefitted from our nine-month long trek across the biblical landscape through The 
Bible Speaks to Me.  We are in our concluding weeks of this 39-week survey of the Bible [for details, see 
Worship Themes for May elsewhere in this newsletter].  We have covered a lot of ground, sometimes 
taking a very broad view of people and events, affording us at least a taste of the history and theology 
that is foundational to who we are as followers of Jesus today. 

 As we head into the summer months, I thought we might benefit by taking a more intensive look at a 
smaller section of scripture, indeed focusing for 10 weeks on a mere 17 verses.  It must be said that these 
are no ordinary 17 verses of the Bible though: they are Exodus 20:1-17, what we know to be the Ten 
Commandments. 

 Now before you object, fearing 2½ months of “thou shalt nots”, let me hasten to add that I will be 
using as a resource the book Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today, by Adam 
Hamilton.  Adopting his insights to our unique setting, we will discover how even the prohibitions of 
the Decalogue (10 Words) point to life-giving “thou shalt” encouragements.   I encountered Hamilton’s 
scholarship in a sermon series he preached at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 2020 
and knew that I wanted to share his insights and hopefulness with you. 

 As we emerge from the isolation of the pandemic, I think it will be helpful if we reflect on these 
guidelines for our living, helping us both grow in our faith and our faithful expression of God’s love. 

 This series will begin next month and carry us into August.  While we are considering the topics in 
our weekly worship, I am also hoping to organize small group sessions where the insights and 
inspirations of the book can take deeper root in order to bear more bountiful fruit through our daily 
walk with Christ. 

 If you would like to be part of such a study group, whether that be in person, online, or hybrid, send 
an email expressing your interest to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or call the church office: (209) 472-
2177.  Let us know how you would like to participate and we will order a book for you to begin reading.  
[If you cannot afford the book, it will be provided for you.] 

 Too often churches relax in the summer, anticipating a lack of interest on the part of church members.  
I think you are ready to embrace afresh teachings that will invigorate us for the important work God has 
in mind for us.  Words of Life await: let’s share them! 

 Yours for Christ, 

Pastors Ponderings 

Worship services available on FACEBOOK every Sunday at 
10:30 am join us! … Holy Cross United Methodist Church 

Or streamed LIVE at www.holycrossumc.us 

1200 WEST HAMMER LANE, STOCKTON, CA 95209       (209) 472-2177       WWW.HOLYCROSSUMC.US 

Seeking the Way~Experiencing God’s Love~Sharing Our Life Together 

Holy 
Cross 
United  
Methodist 
Church 

 

The Grapevine 
May 2021 

mailto:holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net


Wonderful news!    
We would like to invite you to worship in-
person inside! 

We will ask that you comply with all existing 
protocols, including: 

 Face coverings 

 Social distancing 

 No congregational singing 

 No sharing of food/drink 

 Restroom use will be limited to one-
person-at-a-time. 

 No childcare or Sunday School will be provided (children must remain with their 
family). 

We will ask that you reserve a seat for each person by: 

 Email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

 Phone at 209 472-2177 

 No later than Saturday 5pm  

We will ask to know if you have been fully vaccinated for seating purposes.  If you 
choose not to disclose this information, we will ask that you maintain a minimum of 6’ 
social distancing from other households.  

We will have a single entrance and exit, which will be clearly identified. 

We will limit capacity of each area to 25%.  If we fill the sanctuary and social hall to 
25% capacity, we will seat people on the patio. 

We will have hospitality volunteers available to guide and direct you.  

We look forward to actually seeing you while we continue our vigilance at keeping 
everyone safe.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMING SOON… 

 SAVE THE DATE! 

June 26, 2021 

 

More information to follow soon! 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR MAY 
   This month we begin wrapping up our journey through The Bible Speaks to Me as we 
spend the first two weeks looking at Old Testament prophets and then vault into the New 
Testament to embrace the Ascension of Jesus, next the coming of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost, and then the early growth of the Christian community. 
 

Sunday, May 2 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Scriptures: Jonah 1 - 4 
 Sermon: Called Beyond Bigotry 
 

Sunday, May 9 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Scriptures: Daniel 1; 3; 5:1, 30-31; 6 
 Sermon: Abiding Faith in Tough Times 
 

Sunday, May 16 Ascension Sunday 
      Scriptures:  Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
 Sermon: Preparing for Pervasive Presence 
 

Sunday, May 23 Pentecost Sunday 
 Scriptures: Acts 2:1-41 
 Sermon: The Church Bursts into Being 
 

Sunday, May 30 Trinity Sunday 
 Scriptures: Acts 3; 4:1-22, 32-35; 8:4-8, 12-17, 25-40 
 Sermon: Working Out Jesus’ Plan 

     

 

 

Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each week 

and would love to invite you to attend.  

Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

 

 Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

 Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 5/20 

for the JUNE issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

Gardening News: 
 
Trying to set up a ‘how to weed & 
deadhead out raised beds’ class for 
those interested.  
It would be very easy to pull up the 
wrong thing. So, please text Sybella & 
let her know of your interest and she’ll 
at least let you know when she is 
trying... especially if you are under 5th 
grade!!!! But I accept adults and others 

also   775.530.1701 remember to 
tell me WHO you are! Text preferably 
as then I have your notes!  
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=92#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=92#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=92#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=92#gospel_reading
mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


May 30th we celebrate  
Peace with Justice Sunday 

Moved by Christ’s love to pursue 
reconciliation and peace, honoring the 
dignity of every individual made in God’s 
image, The United Methodist Church is 
unwilling to turn a blind eye to injustice. 

Although you, and possibly even your congregation, may lack the resources alone to effect change in a 

broken world, your giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global ministries of reconciliation. 

Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the people of The United Methodist Church are able 

to make a difference together by sowing seeds—and yielding fruit!—of peace. 

When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical kingdom work in 
the world. Because you give: 

 Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities 

 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the denomination’s Social Principles 
to address social-justice issue 

 Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at home and abroad 
These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you give. 

Will you continue to support Peace with Justice Sunday? Will you empower local Christians—in 

Pennsylvania and Arizona and Liberia—to build the kingdom of peace that Jesus ushered in?  

Make your donation on our church website at holycrossumc.us under Donation; and choose funds for 

Peace with Justice or send in a check to the office.  

Here's the News!   
 
J-O-Y Circle will be having their first In-Person Meeting on Tuesday, May 11, at 10:00 
a.m. in the Social Hall.  Program to be announced.  This is so exciting!   
No Food or drink will provided at this time.  I am looking forward to seeing everyone.   
 

"Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord."  Psalm 31:24 
Judith Ernst 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 

MAY 







DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 
Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

   Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors for college or vocational school expenses.  
These scholarships are for students who attend Holy Cross.   
   You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 
receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Applications are due July 1, 2021 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     The best news I heard in April was that we could reopen the church for Worship inside!  I was so 

excited to get to sit inside the sanctuary and hear the word of God.  It has been over a year since we have 

gathered together.  If you want to worship at church please email me the church office at 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or call 209-472-2177 by Saturdays at 5 pm.  We will sit you inside sanctuary, 

social hall, or patio.  

     April also brought us a little bit of nature! A wild duck laid and hatched eggs in our yard. For 2 days I 

enjoyed this mother duck teach her 12, I said 12 ducklings how to hunt, swim, and eat.  It was exciting to 

watch. 

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to 

please wear -your masks. My heart is full and God 

is great! Smile everyday!                                          

Blessings and love,   Temple 

 

 

Sunday’s “Children’s Worship” program  
Children's Worship is a free innovative online worship experience for children everywhere. The 
production is a collaborative effort sponsored by the United Methodist Churches of the 
Sacramento Pentecost Circuit. The 15-20 minutes includes music, faith-based messages and 
special friends to meet--including talking animals and a puppet called “Mort” ... video clips come 
from around our church family in Northern California and Nevada.  
 
Please email Holy Cross UMC church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or leave a message at 209-472-
2177 to sign-up.  You will then receive an email each week with the link to the children’s worship!  Videos are 
geared towards age 4-10 years old 



 ~YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE~ 
Women’s Centre in Bugembe, Uganda 

 
THE OPPORTUNITY 
 
Because of the limitations imposed by the pandemic this year and last, we have not been able to do 
“New to You” nor have handcraft sales to benefit the Women’s Centre in Bugembe, Uganda.. We 
will be sending money over in early June and would welcome gifts from any of you who feel an 
inner prompting that this is work you are called to support.  Checks can be made out to Holy Cross 
UMC, with Bugembe Women’s Center on the “for” line, and mailed to the church at 1200 W. 
Hammer, 95209.  For online donations, go to the church website at http://www.holycrossumc.us,, 
click on donations, and choose the Bugembe Women's Resource Center option. 
 
THE BACKGROUND 
 
Holy Cross has partnered with the Women’s Resource Centre in Bugembe, Uganda, to provide 
services for women and girls, empowering them by teaching vocational skills and providing 
support services.  As soon as the Centre was opened, it became clear that there also was a great 
need for services for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault,  as well as education 
programs to raise community awareness of the scope of the problem. The Centre has taken major 
steps in that direction.   
 
Our congregation contributed major financial support to acquire the land and build the buildings 
needed to get the Centre opened in 2015, as well as raising money to help fund the ongoing 
program over the years.  Our pattern has been to raise those funds by holding “New to You” giving 
opportunities twice a year, periodic sales of Ugandan beads and other handcrafts, and dedicating a 
communion offering (this year’s scheduled for September) to the Centre.  Funds have been sent 
over in early June and early December. 
 
The Centre has a second partner in San 
Joaquin County: the Women’s Center-Youth 
& Family Services. Ken Steele of our 
congregation has been working with Hope 
(Uganda) and Krista (Stockton)  to develop 
and submit a grant proposal to Rotary for an 
international grant which would fund an 
exchange program between the two Centers. 
The Center here is the major provider of 
domestic violence and sexual assault services 
and prevention programs in the county. Their 
website at 
www.womenscenteryfs.org  provides full 
descriptions of services offered. 
 
Submitted by Diane Morgali 

http://www.holycrossumc.us%2C/


MAY BIRTHDAYS 

1        Malakai Lomano 

3        Paul Gallagher 

8        Melelatai Mulikihaamea 

11      Alivia Mitchell 

12      Kimber Wight 

15      Richard Gallegos 

18      Maumi Tonga 

19      Rylee Nolan 

22      Alice Hannan 

22      Betty Payne 

23      Soana Fua 

24      Lillian Tonga 

29      John Fox 

29      Bob Webb 

30      Scott Maynard 

31      Comfort Matadi 

     The prayer chain is available by email.  If interested in receiving 

the email version of the prayer chain, please email Kathy Nesmith at 

nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The prayer chain provides 

prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  You can also 

visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click 

on PRAYER REQUEST. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is EMAIL.  If you 
would like to receive the Church News emails please send an email 
to the Church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be 
glad to add you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

MAY ANNIVERSARY 

11      Willie & Emelda Simmons 

16      Maranda & David Ramirez 



Pentecost 

 I love a birthday party. In my 40’s and 50’s, not so much, but when I hit 60 I 
began to appreciate each year that I was still here – by God’s grace and mercy. 
Now I love to watch the glow in the eyes of our grandchildren as they see the 
beautiful cake made by their mom, the decorations, enduring the singing (alright 
already – can we get to the presents?) and of course the gifts they are so eager to 
open.  
 Birthday parties have excitement, beauty, traditions, like well-wishing, gift 
giving -------- waiting to open the gifts, eating together, lighting the candles, singing 
“the song” (different in various cultures), now open the gifts, ooh and aah over 
them (yes, even the ones you don’t particularly like) and eating the cake (actually an insult if you don’t – forget 
your diet and eat at least a bite!!, except in cases of allergy of course – and perhaps the host/ess could be a bit 
more sensitive here?). Then saying, “Happy Birthday” to the person(s) of the moment again as you depart the 
party. 
 Following the party is the clean-up- not so fun. The birthday boy or girl (even 70 somethings can feel a 
bit of the child-like excitement) admire their gifts and put them away or begin to put them to use. 
 The first birthday party of the Church had all of this and more. 
 The church tradition which began on Pentecost has a rich and long tradition rooted in a feast that God 
commanded the Jewish people to keep annually. 
 Fifty days after Passover was a feast of first fruits, or first/early harvest.  A few sheaves of grain – a type 
of wheat at that time of year – were harvested and brought to the Temple. The priest would wave it before the 
holy place (before the Lord).  The first fruit of grain, animal, human belonged to the LORD.  It was also a thank 
offering to show gratitude to God for the harvest and a sample of the harvest to come. 
 Many Christians see Pentecost as much the same.  At the time of this feast, God sent the Holy Spirit, the 
promised Comforter (Jn 14:16; Ac 1:4-5). The first fruits of the harvest ( Matt 9:37) were the thousands who 
believed the Good News on that day.  The gifts:  our lives given to God.  We received a gift as well from God, 
spiritual gifts to be used for the edification of the Church (1 Cor 7:7, Eph 4:11ff, et al). 
 Passover proclaimed freedom.  Jesus became the Passover sacrifice which paid the price for freedom 
not just for the nation of Israel, but in taking away the sins of the world. Pentecost shows the fruit of this 
freedom.  Now empowered by the Holy Spirit, the apostles and disciples immediately offered the gift of 
reconciliation to God through faith in Jesus, God’s Messiah.  3,000 opened that gift that day, and thousands 
more in the days following. 
 God lit the candles the Holy Spirit spread the flame.  God spread the feast and sends out the invitation.  
You and I are the carriers of this invitation. We have the great honor and privilege as Christ’s messengers/
ambassadors; God is making an appeal through us. Speaking for Christ we appeal and plead with you be 
reconciled to God, become a friend of God. Come to the party!   Submitted by Wayne Mock 

I wanted to thank Holy Cross UMC for 

the drive-by Birthday party on March 

23rd.  It was in front of my house and 

a complete surprise to me! I turned 90 

years old that day! Holy Cross is a great family church. 

Thank you again for the cards, balloons, flowers, the big 

cake, and the poster signed by the church family. I am so 

glad that I am a member of Holy Cross UMC.                

Love, Barbara Jones 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF(south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

Announcing the next “IN THE MEANTIME” pandemic project from your local Family Promise, San 
Joaquin affiliate.  We are collecting gift cards in small denominations for use by local school district 
coordinators to assist their students qualifying as homeless.   
 
FACT:  Each school district in San Joaquin County has an office dedicated to assisting students 
qualifying as homeless. 
FACT:  In the 2019/20 school year there were 3,681 students qualifying for homeless services. 
 
Q:  Why this project? 
A:  We want to use the power of the Family Promise network of congregations to collect small 
denomination gift cards ($5, $10) for school district personnel to distribute to students and families. 
Q:  What kind of gift cards are most needed? 
A:  GENERAL SCHOOL SUPPLIES - Walmart, Target, Walgreens/CVS, Dollar Store 
GROCERIES - Grocery Outlet, Safeway, Rancho San Miguel, etc. 
FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS - McDonalds, Taco Bell, etc - $1 menus allow the cards to go a long way 
and the restaurants have free WiFi which is helpful for those without it. 
 
There is also a matching funds grant of $6,400 which will increase each donation!! 
 
Please drop donated cards or money for purchase of cards at the church office or to Tracy Tennies at 
the church patio on Thursday afternoons between 1 and 4pm.  They may also be mailed to the church 
office.  Please mark checks for Family Promise on the memo line. 
 
We will be collecting cards from now until the end of May. 
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         Sent with to: 

Our MAY communion offering will be in support of  

     This months communion offering will go to the Emergency Food Bank in dedication to the 
memory of Chuck Kolze. Chuck was a much-loved member of Holy Cross. One of Chuck’s 
many projects while he was with us was the Emergency Food Bank. He was always ready to 
remind us that there are many people in our community that need our help.   
 
     This statement is from the Food Bank website: “Our county is coming together to best serve residents in 
these unprecedented times. Emergency Food Bank is doing our part by making sure no one is without food. 
We are here for you!  The Emergency Food Bank is still distributing food during its normal hours to those in 
need in our community. The COVID-19 virus has required the Emergency Food Bank to change some of its 
food distribution. Masks are required and gloves are available when needed. Our food is put in bags that 
will be distributed instead of people picking items and touching produce. This will keep our staff, 
volunteers, and those that we serve in line with the recommendations from the California Food Bank 
Association and public health departments.” 
 
    The targeted food for May is canned BEANS (kidney, refried, pinto, green, chili, etc.) however, all food 
types are needed and will be accepted. We have volunteers collecting donations on Thursdays from 1-4 pm 
on the church patio.  You can also donate money to the food bank by contributing to Holy Cross with “Food 
Bank” in the memo space of your check or on the website at www.holycrossumc.us.  
 
Your Emergency Food Bank Ambassador,    Tracy Tennies Mangrum 


