
      

 It’s more than enough time!  As we move through the church year’s season of Lent, this penitential period 
offers us more than ample time to build habits of righteousness into our lives.  It has been said that three weeks—
21 days—of regular practice of a new routine can render it permanent.   Lent offers us more than twice that 
amount.  We think of Lent as having 40 days, when it really has 46 (because Sundays are not counted: they are 
special—serving as a reminder of the Resurrection). 

 So, as you consider certain things which may be needing to change in your life—to make your life more 
workable and effective in extending grace to others—let me invite you to commit to doing something which 
would result in daily Bible reading and prayer, adding perhaps a service element in to ground your new awareness 
in helpful action.  Commit to doing these things (and they don’t need to be heroic, simply faith-prompting) for 
three weeks beginning, say, today.  Then, when those three weeks are over, evaluate how you’re doing and see if 
something new might be warranted as a next step. 

 Imagine arriving at Easter with a couple of new, healthy habits (healthy for body, mind, and soul) in place to 
aid you in your quest to be more like Jesus: such progress could indeed be revolutionary—not only for you but for 
us as a body of believers. 

 Throughout Lent, I will be offering encouragement to our usage of five tried-and-true methods of cultivating 
one’s faith life as detailed in the Rev. Adam Hamilton’s book The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian 
Life.  The practices which he focuses on are worship & prayer, study, serving,  giving, and sharing.  Each Sunday, 
right after the sermon, I will be outlining the value of each of these practices and giving a brief testimony of 
someone for whom that practice was life changing. 

 As you consider the habits you want to develop during this Lenten time, you would do well to see that your 
habit aligns with one or more of these essential practices: 20 centuries of Christian life provide a powerful witness 
of the value of each of these practices.  I commend you to prayerfully discerning what to do this Lent—then be 
about it.  And if, for any reason, you fail to follow through one day, for heaven’s sake (literally) pick up the 
practice the next day and keep moving forward.  Unfortunately, developing bad habits (like avoidance and 
procrastination) often comes much more easily than bolstering good ones (like adoption and tenacity). 

 My prayers for us all is that the Spirit will touch us, nudge us, move us to seek after God’s divine will and 
blessed way using new—and renewing—practices.  I welcome your stories of perhaps a new awareness or a 
wondrous opportunity by which you blessed someone else.  Please share such with me: hcpastorg@gmail.com.  

 Yours for Christ, 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR MARCH 
The entire month of March is given to Lenten themes as we move—with a somber eagerness—
towards Holy Week and Easter, early in April. 

March 5   2nd Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4;1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 
 Sermon: Walking by Faith 
 
March 12   3rd Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; John 4:5-42 
 Sermon: Drinking the Right Water 
 
March 19   4th Sunday in Lent (UMCOR Sunday) 
 Scriptures: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; John 9:1-41 
 Sermon: Seeing with God’s Vision 
 
March 26   5th Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45 
 Sermon: The Story Behind the Story, the Rev. Al Grimm, preaching 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 3/20 
for the APRIL 2023 issue.  

The articles can be turned in anytime before the 20th.  
Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

Special Offerings in March 

 We will be investing above and beyond our regular giving to support two great forms of 
outreach.  Our communion offering for March (collected on March 5) will go to support 
Children’s Hope School in Uganda.  Kathleen Kimber will be traveling to Uganda the 
following week and will bring us news as to how our gifts will be invested. 

 Our second offering, for UMCOR Sunday (March 19), will go underwrite the phenomenal 
disaster response ministry we have as United Methodists: the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief.  This ‘infrastructure offering’ goes to pay for all the people and planning for the year.  
That means, when it comes time to give in response to some disaster, every dollar given goes 
directly—and quickly—to add the impacted region and people. 

 We invite your generosity in support of both of these exemplary efforts. 

 

 

 



BIRTHDAYS 
1 Nicole Maynard 
1 Eric Quillinan 
2 Moana Pilivi 
3 Ian Chesley 
3  Victoria Chesley 
3  Vili Mulikiha’amea 
6 Laine Latuhoi 
7  Chole Thiboutot 
7  Claire Thiboutot 
8  Edward McKenzie 
10 Richard Gallegos V 
11 Angie Leone 
12 Anthony Dahl 
14 Dylan Thiboutot 
16 Benjamin McKenzie 
18 Jim Dahlstrom 
19 Ryan Dahl 
22 Lanny Fertig 
23 Allison Gale 
23 Aisea Muli Mohetau 
25 Salesi Lolhea Fonokalafi 
25 Holly Fillmore 
25 Kalin Byrd 
31 Judith Ernst 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
1  Natalie & Vili Mulikiha’amea 
13 Sybella & Gary Pope-Sears   
30 Craig & Suzan Wedegaertner 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send 
any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are 
grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way.  
     You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please send an 
email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad 
to add you! You may also call the office at 209-
472-2177. 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-
up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to 
our church yard.  We need helpers to sign up and 
spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance 
so the gardening is more manageable.  Anyone can 
come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a 
message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday 
breakfast you decide you need to get out of the 
house, come on over.  We would love to have you.   

MARCH 25th  

9:00 am—11:00 am 
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Upcoming Study for Lent 

 Lent is coming soon: a penitential period in which we hope to grow 
closer to Christ as we set aside lesser things and take up greater 
things.  I want to invite you to join me in exploring five particular ways 
we can grow in our faith, expressed through our faithfulness. 

 On Wednesday evenings in Lent, I will lead a study of The Walk: 
Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life, by the Rev. Adam 
Hamilton.   The practices he examines and promotes are: worship and 
prayer, study, service, giving, and sharing one’s witness.  With his 
typical depth of insight and stirring examples, those who go through 
this book with me can expect to be encouraged in their faith and 
guided in how best to live that out moving forward. 

 This study will begin on Wednesday, March 1 and conclude April 5.  
We will be meeting in my office beginning at 6:30 p.m.  There are 8 spaces around my conference 
table, so I can only accommodate 7 other participants.  If you are interested in being part of this 
study and sharing seminar, please contact me via email: hcpastorg@gmail.com.    

             ─submitted by Pastor Gary 

UMCOR 
Bucket Brigade Event 

 Four River Circuit event; Hosted by Holy Cross UMC 
 Event on February 18, 2023 
 45 people attended from 3 of our circuit churches - Holy Cross UMC, Lodi 1st UMC, 

Central UMC 
 50 buckets completed       

          Submitted by Tracy Tennies 
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Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

 
CHILDREN’s HOPE, Jinja, Uganda 

 
Exciting times are coming quickly for the small team of Kathy Kimber and Lori McLaughlin.  They will be 
departing from San Francisco for Bugembe Town, Jinja District, Uganda on March 7th. After approximately 20 
hours, two airplanes, overnight in Entebbe and a long van ride they will arrive at the AOET Guesthouse in 
Bugembe Town on March 9th to be greeted by the ever faithful, Margaret Kakaire.   
 
Given it has been more than three years since our last visit, we are very excited to be with our many friends 
and members of our second families.  Our students have accomplished much since last we met and new 
students have enrolled.  We even have a new school to house the Children’s Hope offices and school for 
students who are deaf.   
 
Thank you to everyone who have supported our efforts through the years.  These children would not have 
opportunity for an education without the support of all of you!   
 
You can be sure we will return with pictures and stories to share - watch for the May Grapevine! 

 

 

Our first Holy Cross rotation with Family Promise for 2023 begins Sunday, February 26 with us hosting one family.  
It is a great achievement of the program that two families have graduated in February, both meeting their goals 
and moving their families into sustainable housing.   
 
We will be supporting a family of two parents and their children, a nine year old son and four year old daughter.  
We will provide safe housing for one week, including breakfast, dinner, after dinner social time and being present 
as an overnight host.  Thank you to all who have volunteered to provide the man/woman power to make this 
possible!   
 
If you haven’t signed up, please consider stopping by for dinner one night or after dinner to meet the family.  
Sharing in games or other activities is a good way to offer support on their journey. 

 
Our second rotation week will be April 30 to May 7.  We will be starting volunteer sign-ups right after Easter.  
Please consider helping!! 
 
Kathy Kimber, Family Promise Liaison   (209) 603-1129 



Submitted by Wayne Mock 

WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS? 
Wondrous, archaic adverb – inspiring a feeling of wonder or delight; marvelous; Webster’s - that is to be marveled 
at: extraordinary. 
 

Rom 5:6-8-When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. Now, most peo-
ple would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person 
who is especially good. But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sin-
ners. (NLT) 
 

The hymn What Wondrous Love Is This, appeared in 1811 in an early hymnal. The tune has been traced to "The Bal-
lad of Captain Kidd", a song about a very irreligious pirate.  
 

In the late 18th century Methodists began setting hymns to popular tunes. This gave rise to criticism from more 
mainstream religious believers who thought that popular music shouldn't be heard in church...The first recorded use 
of the term in print is found in The Monthly Review, December 1773 included this:  They [sc. the Moravians and 
Methodists] have adopted the music of some of our finest songs, &c. such as, He comes! The Hero comes, &c. And 
they have given good reasons for so doing: for, as Whitefield said, ‘Why should the devil have all the best 
tunes?’...the line is now usually attributed to the evangelical Methodist preacher Rowland Hill (1744–1833).  https://
www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/the-devil-has-all-the-best-tunes.html 
 

As I deepen my Lenten contemplation, this hymn moves me to the wonder of God’s love and sacrifice.  It’s hard to 
imagine how the voluntary actions of God the Son affected the Eternal Trinity: becoming human, living in this fallen 
world and dying at the hands of his own creation. For what? That is the subject that the writer of this hymn pursues. 
 

I invite you to meditate on the words, enter into the wonder exclaimed, and let your soul respond to the God whose 
love motivated such extraordinary actions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus' thirst… Repent and believe." 

– St. Mother Teresa 

1. 

What wondrous love is this, 

O my soul! O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this! 

O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this! 

That caused the Lord of bliss! 

To send this precious peace, 

To my soul, to my soul! 

To send this precious peace 

To my soul! 

 

2. 

When I was sinking down, 

Sinking down, sinking down; 

When I was sinking down 

Sinking down 

When I was sinking down, 

Beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown 

For my soul, for my soul! 

Christ laid aside his crown 

For my soul! 

 3. 

Ye winged seraphs fly, 

Bear the news, bear the news! 

Ye winged seraphs fly 

Bear the news!-- 

Ye winged seraphs fly, 

like comets through the sky, 

fill vast eternity! 

With the news, with the news! 

Fill vast eternity 

With the news! 

 

4. 

Ye friends of Zion's king, 

join his praise, join his praise; 

Ye friends of Zion's king, 

join his praise; 

Ye friends of Zion's king, 

with hearts and voices sing, 

and strike each tuneful string 

in his praise, in his praise! 

and strike each tuneful string 

in his praise! 

 5. 

To God and to the Lamb, 

I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, 

I will sing-- 

To God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme, 

I will sing, I will sing! 

while millions join the theme, 

I will sing! 

 

6. 

And while from death I'm free, 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

And while from death I'm free, 

I'll sing on. 

and while from death I'm free, 

I'll sing and joyful be, 

and through eternity 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

and through eternity 

I'll sing on. 



Submitted by Rita Steele 

Mercy Pedalers – Holy Cross 

     We have been driving through shopping areas on Hammer Lane on Wednesdays and Fridays for 3 weeks now.  

We watch for homeless men or women as we drive.   We invite ourselves into their space by offering coffee or hot 

cocoa and cookies.  We are there to show that someone does care.  It has been a blessing to all of us participating.  

     If others are interested in joining in this mission, I could designate another route to drive, or you could go out 
other than Wednesday or Friday.  Three persons per vehicle is ideal.  We have been going from 9-11 am, or as 
soon as the coffee carafes are filled.   We could also use some backup or job sharing with our current members.   

     You can also help with this effort by baking or donating supplies or money to Mercy Pedalers.  Our church 
website now has a donation category for Mercy Pedalers.  We have designated the last Sunday of the month to 
bring donations of needed items specifically for Mercy Pedalers.  Our needs change from time to time so please 
check our list.  

     Rain ponchos, gloves, socks, knit caps for men or women, purse size tissue packs, dog treats or small bags of 
dog food, 300 pack of 8-ounce Kraft hot coffee cups – unbleached, from Amazon, oatmeal and brown sugar for 
cookie baking.   

Scott Jones has been baking weekly for us.  Other bakers have been Sybella, Judith Ernst and Sham Sealy.   

HELP!!!  Birthday Wall in Social Hall 
We are looking for someone or several someones to take over the monthly 
birthday wall in the Social Hall. 
Requirements: get the list of names from the office, think of a theme for the 
month, and put up the display by the first of every month.  
It's very simple and should only require about 30 minutes per month.  We have 
some decor supplies available for your use.  
If you would like to take it over or have questions, please contact the office at 209-
472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net. 

Rita Steele-Coordinator Sham Sealey-Volunteer They work out the back of their cars! 
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Mercy Pedalers & Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Mercy 

Pedalers 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 


