
     I am always interested in the kinds of things I remember, and how well I recall them.  For instance, on 
Saturday, June 20, 1981, I processed down the aisle of the Sacramento Convention Center Theater for my 
ordination as a deacon along with all of the other ordinands, other clergy, and Bishop Wilbur Choy.  The hymn 
that accompanied that processional was Once to Every Man and Nation, lyrics by James Russell Lowell.  I vividly 
recall verse three, which reads: 

 By the light of burning martyrs, Christ, thy bleeding feet we track,  
 toiling up new Calvaries ever with the cross that turns not back;  
 new occasions teach new duties, time makes ancient good uncouth;  
 they must upward still and onward, who would keep abreast of truth. 
 

 Let me tell you: those are very sobering lyrics, especially that burning martyrs imagery!  And, while I have 
gotten past such bloody implications of living as a disciple in 20th and 21st century America, I remain convicted by 
Lowell’s challenge to adapt to changing times and understandings, if we would indeed express relevant 
faithfulness.  In short, the world has changed and continues to change at an alarming rate; we must adopt new 
ways of sharing the love of God or be dismissed by the world which Christ came to save. 

 My understanding is that the hymn’s author was speaking for the abolition of slavery, urging the nation to 
pursue the path towards equality, even in the face of the price to be paid to ensure it.  The price for abolition was 
indeed steep, the work for true equality continues.  

 As I consider other difficult alterations in the social landscape, Lowell’s words ring in my ears.  How long will 
men receive significantly more compensation in a position than an equally skilled woman?  How long will we seek 
to dismiss the testimonies and clear science regarding gender identity and sexual orientation, hiding behind a few 
select verses of the Bible to allow us to ignore disparities of employment and relationship?  How long will we turn 
a blind eye to the rapidly growing inequity of wealth in our nation, content to ignore the pain of others while 
celebrating the privilege of few? 

 Lent begins next Wednesday, March 2 with worship opportunities detailed elsewhere in this edition of The 
Grapevine.  Often people come to Lent with the idea of giving up something during this seven-week period, with 
the expectation of picking it up again come Easter (April 17th, by the way).  Perhaps you have been among those 
who have given up chocolate, or alcohol, or cursing, or the like: suppressing the urge as a kind of proof of your 
Christian faithfulness—at least in the short-term.   

 While there is nothing wrong with such behavior, let me offer a more redemptive alternative.  Let me suggest 
you both give up and take up something this Lent.  Give up an obsolete understanding of some position which has 
left you out-of-step because you could not release a tired, narrow-minded concept which has not served you—or 
others—well.  For many years I harbored the idea that whites were superior to other races of people, a notion 
subtly endorsed during my upbringing.  Giving up that prejudice has been very helpful for my enjoyment of life. 

                         (Continued) 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR MARCH 
 March begins with Lent’s grand entrance on Ash Wednesday, March 2.  We enter then into this 
7-week period of penitence in preparation for Easter, which will be April 17 this year.   
 For details on other Lenten observances from Ash Wednesday through Good Friday see the 
associated article in this Grapevine. 
 

Sunday, March 6 1st Sunday in Lent 
 Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 
 Sermon: Who You Gonna Call? 
 

Sunday, March 13 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1;  
  Luke 13:31-35 
 Sermon: TBA, Vaitafa Heimoana preaching 
 

Sunday, March 20 3rd Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Psalm 63:1-8; Isaiah 55:1-9; Luke 13:1-9 
 Sermon: Inviting God’s Nourishment 
 

Sunday, March 27 4th Sunday in Lent  
    UMCOR Sunday 
 Scriptures: Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21;  
  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 Sermon: The Pivotal Role of Repentance 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 3/20 

for the APRIL 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

(Continued) 

      Search your heart, your mind, and your history: weigh what it is time to let go of—to give up what does 
not work—in order to have more mental and spiritual space to take up what is beneficial, for you and for all. 

 The other part of this improvement equation is to take up a new outlook, perhaps in response to what 
you choose to give up, perhaps unrelated.  Seek out reputable information on the topic or issue, prayerfully 
open your mind and heart to being changed from the inside out.  For instance, there was a time in my life 
when I thought homosexuality was a personal choice, unrelated to genetic makeup and the like.  As I gath-
ered both scientific information and personal testimony, I have become convinced that sexual orientation is a 
given, which may be suppressed—but probably with devastating results.  I am still learning about the subject 
of gender reassignment, a growing edge for me.  Perhaps that will be my take up this Lent. 

 My hope is that by the time we reach Easter, we will be true resurrection people, alive to the new life 
which is ours in Christ, and better prepared to share it with any and all people because we have given up 
what has been holding us back and taken up what is helping us move forward. 

 If you would like to discuss your path through Lent with me, be in touch: hcpastorg@gmail.com.  Start 
with an email, we’ll go from there. 

 Yours for Christ, 

mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


Lenten Observances 
 Please keep this list handy to help guide you to and through the special Lenten worship and 
fellowship opportunities. 
 

 Wednesday, March 2             Ash Wednesday 
 Drive-in Ashes 
 From 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Pastor Gary will be offering the imposition of 
ashes and prayer to anyone who drives in or walks in the front of the church property. 
 

 Ash Wednesday Worship 
 Beginning at 7:00 p.m. we will gather in the Sanctuary and online to receive the imposition 
of ashes and humbly we begin our Lenten journey. 
 
 Holy Week Services (subject to updates: be sure to see next month’s Grapevine) 
 

 Sunday, April 10              Palm/Passion Sunday 
 Our 10:30 a.m. worship service will begin with the waving of palm fronds as we welcome 
Jesus to Jerusalem. 
 In place of a sermon, we will hear a reader’s theater rendering of the Passion of Our Lord, 
Luke’s account of Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial. As we conclude, worshipers will 
receive a palm cross as a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice—as well as a prompt for prayer—during 
Holy Week. 
 

 Thursday, April 14       Maundy Thursday 
 We will gather in person and online at 7:00 p.m. to recall Jesus’ final evening with his 
disciples, remembering the washing of the disciple’s feet, and then receiving the Last Supper.  
Those joining us online are invited to have bread and juice available and join us in receiving 
Holy Communion. 
 

 Friday, April 15                   Good Friday 
 We will gather in person at Noon to revisit Jesus’ Passion through our use of The Scriptural 
Way of the Cross, a series of 14 readings and brief meditations taking us from Jesus praying in 
the Garden of Gethsemane to his burial in the tomb following the crucifixion.  
 This solemn service helps us appreciate all Jesus did to bring us the hope of salvation. 
 

 Sunday, April 17, 7:00 a.m.           Easter Sunrise Service 
 We will gather in person at the labyrinth on the south side of the church property to 
commemorate Jesus’ resurrection on Easter.  Our time of worship will be followed by a 
continental breakfast on the church patio. Please dress appropriately for worship and 
fellowship al fresco. 
 

 Sunday, April 17, 10:30 a.m.                 Easter Celebration 
 We will worship in person and online, revisiting the redeeming work of Jesus, risen from the 
dead, alive forevermore!   
 



IT’S NEVER TOO LATE….. 

Stewardship Reminder— If you have not already returned your 2022 Tithing card you 
may do so by mailing it to our church: 

Holy Cross United Methodist Church   ATTN: Financial Secretary 
1200 West Hammer Lane, Stockton, CA 95209 

March, will it come in like a Lion and go out like a Lamb?  Well, if the winds that we have been having in February is 
any indication, BE Ready for wind.  March returns us to daylight savings time according to my calendar that is 
Sunday, March 13th.  A very important date is, Wednesday March 2nd.  LENT begins on that day.  Lent is a time of 
preparation for Easter.  It is a time for reflection of how we have lived our Christian lives and how we should live 
our lives.  For some people they give something up and others do something like making Bags of Grace, making 
sleeping bags, donating the items to fill the Bags of Grace.  Reading the Bible and praying more faithfully is another 
way to making Lent more meaningful.  Calling someone who is homebound or writing a card lets the receiver know 
that someone CARES.  These are things that demonstrates that we are Christ’s hands and feet on this Earth.  Jesus 
cared for ALL HIS CHILDREN! 
 

J-O-Y Circle tries to help others by the projects they do.  The motto, J-O-Y stands for: Jesus, Others, and You.  We 
put Jesus first, then others, and then self.  We have started meeting again following COVID protocol: Masks, social 
distancing, no shared refreshments.  Some members worked on putting together sleeping bags, some worked on 
“Dress a Girl” which is making a simple dress that goes to Africa and some put fabrics together to make the tops for 
the sleeping bags.  Our Church family is part of our Mission by donating articles for Bags of Grace, socks and 
supporting our Fund-raisers. 
 

In December we had a delicious lunch for the members for their dedication to J-O-Y Circle by hosting a thank you 
luncheon.  It was delicious food and great fellowship! 
 

Future meetings will be announced online and personal phone calls. 
 

Birthdays for March:  Barbara Jones—March 23rd & Judith Ernst—March 31st 
Anniversaries —Pastor Gary & Sybella—March 13th (40th) 
 
“It is not how much you do but how much love you put in the doing”  Mother Teresa 

 
God Bless & Keep You, Judith Ernst, Convener 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle MARCH 

Special Offerings in March 
 On Sunday, March 6, we will collect our monthly Communion Offering.  The money collected this month 
will support the work of our local Family Promise effort, helping fund the shared effort as it begins later this 
month.  Your donations will help fund the leadership, remodeling efforts at the Day Center, and other start-up 
costs.  After two years of pandemic delays, this ministry to our community is underway! 

 On Sunday, March 27, we will observe UMCOR Sunday, collecting funds to cover the infrastructure costs 
of the United Methodist Committee on Relief.  Our generosity ensures that all 100% of subsequent contribu-
tions for disaster aid go to the affected areas and people. 

 If you write a check, please note “Communion” (March 6) or “UMCOR” (March 27) on the memo line.  If 
you are giving through our website (www.holycrossumc.us) select the “Donate” tab then select the desired 
fund from the drop-down menu. 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
     Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Happy Spring! I seemed to have missed those months of 

writing my blurb for the monthly newsletter.  I can’t make excuses, but, one month there wasn’t 

even room, the next month, I forgot to put it back in, and this last month, I thought, no one will 

notice again. I was wrong! I started to get text messages, emails, and calls about why I wasn't writing 

something. I am back and it is great to feel so loved and missed.  

     During the last couple of months, the church was open for Sunday worship, then closed down, 

and now we are back! We are back with masks on, but really, it’s only an hour and we would love to 

see you!   

     I love this time of year. It reminds me that new life arrives everyday. I will take the weeds, the 

flowers, and the allergies, and make the most of it! It means that I am here and present!  

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to please wear your mask if you are not vaccinated. 

My heart is full and God is great! Smile everyday!     

Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

     Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating high school seniors for college or 
vocational school expenses.  These scholarships are intended for students who attend or 
participate in the life of Holy Cross.   
     You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 
receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Applications are due July 1, 2022 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 

By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of 
our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a 
few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the 
outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the fireside room, leave a message 
at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, 
come on over.  We would love to have you.   

       MARCH 26 10:00 am—12:00 pm 



Submitted by Wayne Mock 

M U S I C  N O T E S   

This hymn, entered twice in our hymnbook (294, and 359-with a chorus added later), was the result of 
intense meditation on the death of Christ  to redeem and reconcile his creation. It shows the power of words 
and music.  May we sing on with tears and with shouts of exultation! 
 
Growing up in the late 1600s in Southampton, England, Isaac Watts was a prodigy who mastered Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, and French as a teenager and was already writing poems and hymns. In his twenties, Watts 
was a rebel [regarding] church music. For centuries, psalm singing was the only accepted form of hymn 
singing; any newly created lyrics were met with deep suspicion. But young Isaac Watts had a dangerous 
notion: “If we can pray to God in sentences we have made up ourselves, then surely we can sing to God in 
sentences that we have made up ourselves.” And he was ready to make words for those songs. 
 
Despite the psalm connection [in such hymns as Jesus Shall Reign and Joy to the World], Watts was roundly 
criticized for daring to alter the old-fashioned phrases of the psalter… Some of his best work resulted from 
his simple meditations on the sacrifice of Christ. Songs like “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” and “Alas! 
And Did My Savior Bleed” bring us to the foot of the cross in worship, wonder, and love. “I have made no 
pretense to be a poet,” Watts wrote. “But to the Lamb that was slain, and now lives, I have addressed many a 
song, to be sung by the penitent and believing heart.” 
 
[His hymns] provided a lyrical vocabulary for Baptist and independent churches in England, influencing 
Charles Wesley and the Methodists and, later churches in America and around the world. 
 
In 1851, this hymn was sung at a revival meeting in a Methodist church in New York. A blind woman there 
was struggling with her faith. When she heard the line “here, Lord, I give myself away,” she later wrote, “My 
very soul was flooded with a celestial light. I sprang to my feet, shouting ‘hallelujah.’” That woman was Fanny 
Crosby, who went on to write hundreds of hymn texts herself. So, with his pen and his fervent heart, the 
rebellious prodigy from Southampton had sparked a musical revolution that is still going on. 
               — Randy Peterson, Be Still My Soul, (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2014), p. 9 
 
You may read the full article using this link: https://cornerstonemagazine.org/hymn-stories-alas-savior-bleed/ 
 
 

 

Alas, and did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 

 

Was it for sins that I had done, 
He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 

 

Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut His glories in, 
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 
For man, the creature's, sin. 

Thus, might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears; 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
And melt my eyes to tears. 

 

But drops of tears can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe. 
Here, Lord, I give myself away; 
‘tis all that I can do. 
 

    Isaac Watts 



BIRTHDAYS 
1 Nicole Maynard 
1 Eric Quillinan 
2 Moana Pilivi 
3 Ian Chesley 
3  Victoria Chesley 
3  Vili Mulikiha’amea 
5 Joseph Coward 
6 Laine Latuhoi 
7  Chole Thiboutot 
7  Claire Thiboutot 
8  Edward McKenzie 
10 Richard Gallegos V 
11 Angie Leone 
12 Anthony Dahl 
14 Dylan Thiboutot 
16 Benjamin McKenzie 
18 Jim Dahlstrom 
19 Ryan Dahl 
22 Lanny Fertig 
22 Iliana Raura 
23 Barbara Jones 
23 Allison Gale 
23 Aisea Muli Mohetau 
25 Salesi Lolhea Fonokalafi 
25 Holly Fillmore 
25 Kalin Byrd 
31 Judith Ernst 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

1  Natalie & Vili Mulikiha’amea 
13 Sybella & Gary Pope-Sears   
30 Craig & Suzan Wedegaertner 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful that Sham is 
serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

Ilah Mae Osborn passed away on 

Dec. 7, 2021, in Rancho Santa 

Margarita, California.   

A Celebration of Life service will be 

held at Holy Cross UMC on Saturday, 

March 19th, at 11:00 A.M.   

A reception will follow the service. 

All our welcome to attend.  

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Children’s Hope, Uganda 
The children, their families and the staff of Children’s Hope, Uganda wish to express their  
gratitude to Holy Cross UMC for their generous holiday donation!  Since schools in Uganda  
opened in January for the first time in two years, there was great need to fund school fees,  
school supplies, new uniforms and, of course, all the costs of opening the Children’s Hope  
School for Deaf students.   
 

Director, Ssozi Juma, has been very busy holding meetings with parents, enrolling students in classes, participating 
in community outreach to surrounding communities and participating in training himself.  He has found a number of 
new students in need of services.  Little Rebecca, who has albinism, told him she heard he can help her go to school 
and she wants to go to school to become a nurse, so she can take care of her baby sister and mama.  These children 
are always anxious for the opportunity to go to school.  Your support has made that possible for many children. 
 

Our teacher Emmanuel Waiswa has made the decision to accept a position with the Ugandan government.  He was 
the first teacher at the school for deaf students and has seen the program through significant growth.  The students 
and their families will miss his quiet presence very much.   
 

We are very proud of our older students, two attending secondary school, and two beginning vocational training 
programs.  That is in addition to our growing numbers in the program for deaf students and approximately twelve 
students with physical disabilities in regular primary programs in their neighborhoods, and two in regular boarding 
programs. 
 

It is a very busy time in all aspects of Children’s Hope, Uganda.  Please keep the children, their families and the 
staff in your prayers! 
 

With gratitude, Kathy Kimber 

Ssozi Juma participating in community outreach to 
enroll new students. 

A class at the school for deaf students. 

Left– Salima and her sister. 
Salima is beginning a 
vocational training 
program. 
 
Bottom Left– Rebecca 
wants to go to school so 
she can become a nurse. 
 
Below--Paul is ready to 
begin a boarding program 
in a nearby town. I first 
met him when he was just 
beginning to sit alone. 



Bugembe Women’s Resource Centre  
Activities report for November 2021 to January 2022 

 
“What happens when your spouse dies and leaves property registered only in his names?” This was one of 
the questions asked during the women outreaches conducted in December 2021 and January 2022.   
 

Over twenty women were taught about property rights in marriage, laws governing marriage and divorce, 
and early signs of domestic violence. During these outreaches, masks, reusable menstrual pads, soap and 
food items were distributed.  
 

Other activities conducted include:     
 Working with our area local chairpersons to identify and register 20 girls who dropped out of school due 

to the COVID. These girls will be receiving free tailoring and hairdressing training from the resource 
centre. 

 Individual counselling. 

 Girl talk- Interactive discussions held at the centre to explore sexual health and true love. After each 
discussion girls were taught how to make cookies and cakes.   

 

Many thanks to Holy Cross for your support.  It is making a real difference in the lives of women and girls in 
Bugembe. 

Clients of the Women’s Resource Centre 



FAMILY PROMISE 
Family Promise is a national organization empowering families to overcome homelessness and regain 
independence.  We at Holy Cross UMC have been part of the local planning for several years, waiting to step 
into our role as a Host Congregation providing overnight accommodations for up to four enrolled families for 
one week periods four times per year. 
 
So, here we go!   
The rotational calendar is set and Holy Cross will be hosting families for the first time the week of May 1-8, 

2022.  In addition we will host families June 26-July 3, 2022, August 14-21, 2022 and October 23-30, 2022.   
Each week families will arrive Sunday afternoon and depart early the following Sunday morning.   
We will need volunteers to set-up beds and sleeping areas, prepare and serve breakfast and dinner, plan 

evening activities, manage facility use and supply needs and be overnight host/hostess. 
We have a Support Congregation - First Congregational Church - working with us to accomplish these tasks. 
Committees were established pre-pandemic and are listed here.  I hope everyone will consider joining as a 

volunteer to make this effort a great success! 
 

 Facilities - Temple Gallagher, Beverly Fertig, Tracy Tennies, Diane Morgali, Linds Rosendaul, Merry 
Mitchell Sloan, Ken Sloan, Rita Steele 

 Supplies - Tracy Tennies, Temple Gallagher, Kathy Kimber, Diane Medeiros, Linda Rosendaul, Merry 
Mitchell Sloan, Ken Sloan, Rita Steele 

 Food - Diane Morgali, Judith Ernst, Kathy Kimber, Merry Mitchell Sloan, Ken Sloan, Rita Steele 
 Activities - Sybella Pope-Sears, Judith Ernst, Tracy Tennies, Diane Medeiros, Merry Mitchell Sloan, Ken 

Sloan 
 Volunteers - Kathy Kimber, Diane Morgali, Merry Mitchell Sloan, Ken Sloan, Kimberley Wight, Don 

Wedegaertner 
 Overnight Host/Hostess - Sybella Pope-Sears, Rita Steele, Linda Rosendaul, Temple Gallagher 
 
This does not include everything we will need to make our guests stay a positive experience for all involved, 
but does get at the primary work we have to do.  Mostly we need more volunteers for to sign up.  Please 
share your skills and abilities to make this long awaited project a success! 
 
You can call, text or email me your interest in helping! 
 
Kathy Kimber, Family Promise Coordinator 
katkim49@gmail.com  (209)603-1129 

 

 

We’re Coming Back—Wednesday, April 27th  
Join us for food and fellowship! 

More to come... 
 

mailto:katkim49@gmail.com
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

 


