
 The month of March marks one year of global upheaval from the COVID-19 virus.  There have been 
times in my four decades of pastoral ministry where I did not feel adequately prepared by my seminary 
training for something new or different; NOBODY was prepared for all that we have endured across the 
last 12 months.  The analogy of building a plane while we are already in the air seems appropriate. 

 That said, it is amazing that—given the scope and severity of the crisis—we are already emerging 
from it, due to the unparalleled advances in immunology and the emergence of MRNA therapies.  This 
pandemic has been horrific…and it could have been much worse and even longer-lasting. 

 That said, as we turn our thoughts toward resuming our “more normal” lives over the next few 
months, we face a different sort of challenge—how to safely increase our inclusion rate while 
maintaining public health.  I have been kidding some folks that—as people get their doses of vaccine—
we could become the fellowship of the inoculated.  This will certainly pose challenges to the way we “do 
church.” 

 Here is how I have been thinking of it on a personal basis.  Sybella and I recently met two of our 
neighbors while picking persimmons from their well-laden tree (with permission, of course).  We have 
been thinking that we would like to get to know them better.  The reality is that once they and we have 
been inoculated we can gather with impunity—posing no threat to one another, yet retaining a certain 
modicum of threat to those who have not received both doses of the vaccine.  We can carry while unable 
to catch the disease. 

 So, friends, how do we go about resuming worship together?  It certainly does not seem very 
Christian to invite into the sanctuary those who can to show their inoculation records, while turning 
away those who have not yet received their shots.  Those who have put together our COVID-19 
protocols which have defined our life together (and apart) over the past year will also be closely 
monitoring the best ways to invite us back into the same spaces while honoring the public health of all.  
So, stay tuned… 

 You may be assured—especially if you are younger and more vigorous and hence farther back in line 
for your vaccine—that online worship will remain an option moving forward—even beyond the current 
crisis.  If this pandemic has prompted only one good thing, it is that we have discovered and begun 
employing ways of being together, even when we can’t be together.  This supplies further proof that 
while God does not will everything, God can use anything. 

 Yours for Christ, 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR MARCH 
     This month our path through The Bible Speaks to Me continues our focus on the life and 
teachings of Jesus during Lent.  I heartily encourage you to read the noted scriptures prior 
to worship each week, if possible.  It will help you feel fully involved in the whole of our 
worship experience.  Remember, each Sunday’s worship may be found on our website at 
10:30 A.M.: www.holycrossumc.us  and on our Facebook page: “Holy Cross United 
Methodist Church”. 

Sunday, March 7 Third Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-15, 22-40 
 Sermon: A Meal and Its Meaning 

Sunday, March 14 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21 
 Sermon: Three Views to a Miracle 

Sunday, March 21 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 19:1-10; John 3:16-17; 8:1-11 
 Sermon: Holy Hospitality 

Sunday, March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday 
 Scriptures: Mark 11:1-11 (Palm); Mark 14:1-15:47 (Passion) 
 Sermon: The Passion of Our Lord  

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     March brings flowers, sunshine, and weeds. Even the weeds are pretty right now, bright 

green and flourishing. I wish our weather was such that everything stayed green and pretty. 

On my daily walk around our neighborhood, I love to spot new items popping up!  (see pictures 

below of random flowers growing) 

     In the last couple of months, I have received so many heartfelt messages and calls about 

being back in the church office.  It makes my heart full! This job is so rewarding in many ways!! 

If your curious, Laura left the office to care for her 3 teenage children. Laura is our 

webmaster and works at home to keep it up to date. Laura will 

sub for me when I am sick or on vacation.  I love having Laura as 

a back up. God has a plan for everyone of 

us and brings people into our lives for a 

reason.  

     If you plan to come to the office, 

remember to please wear your masks. My 

heart is full and God is great! Smile 

everyday!      

Blessings and love,   Temple 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


FOOD INSECURE? 

 

FOOD INSECURE? 
 One of the biggest threats to any individual or 
family in these COVID days is food insecurity, the 
inability to put enough food on the table.  Here at 
Holy Cross, we have a well-endowed Love Fund 
that can help. 

 If you are in need of money to buy food, or 
know someone who really needs some help, please 
contact me so that a donation from the Love Fund 
can be put to use alleviating the need. 

 The best ways to reach me are by my cell 
phone (775) 530-7418, either by talk or text.  If you 
choose to email me: hcpastorg@gmail.com    

    Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each 

week and would love to invite you to 

attend.  Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

• Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

• Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing 

fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 3/22  

for the April issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

Patricia Miller says HELLO!  Pat moved 

down South to be closer to family in 

2012.  She misses everybody so very 

much!  She is so grateful for the church 

staying in contact with her via the Grapevine 

after all these years.  She especially loves the 

beautiful cards that brighten her day from Joy 

Circle.   

 
 
 
 
 

     Thank you to everyone who supported the effort by Family Promise to assist the Gospel Center 
Rescue Mission by giving clothing and blankets during the months of January and February.  That 
project is now complete.   We will be kept informed as new projects are identified where we can 
participate.  Thank you to everyone who made donations! 
 
 

 
 

mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 
March 2021 

     Lent began February 17th with Ash Wednesday; March 28th is Palm Sunday; and Holy Week starts March 29th, 
then we rejoice on April 4th with EASTER . 
     ALLULIA CHRIST HAS RISEN!!  Our program on March 9th at 10:00 AM will be based on "Preparing for Easter" It 
will be a ZOOM meeting.  Kathy Kimber will send the invitation.  If you are interested and have not attended before, 
please call Kathy Kimber so she can send you an invitation at kakimber@aol.com or 209-603-1129. 
Rita Steele sent the following piece "Do You Want to Fast this Lent?"  

In the Words of Pope Francis:  
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.  

Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.  
Fast from worries and have trust in God.  

Fast from complaints; contemplate simplicity.  
Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

Fast from bitterness; fill your hearts with joy.  
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate.  

Fast from grudges and be reconciled.  
Fast from words; be silent. 

 
     I would ask you to think about these words.  How can they be part of your Lenten journey? 
     It will be wonderful when we can be together again to work, pray, and have fellowship. Until then, please stay 
safe and healthy.                   Judith Ernst 
 

Birthdays in March--Barbara Jones March 23rd; Holly Fillmore March 25th; Judith Ernst March 31st 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL, YOUR LIFE IS GOD' GIFT!  
 

HOLY WEEK KITS 
   Pick up at the CHURCH, Saturday, March 20th 1-3 p.m. DRIVE THROUGH EVENT! 
 
  For Lent 2021, households are invited to come to the church and pick up a “Holy Week” kit 
that includes a variety of items people of all ages can use to observe Holy Week and Easter at 
home. Households of all shapes and sizes can participate. We will have kits for singles, 
couples, and families with children and youth. 
     Throughout Holy Week, we invite people to send photos of their families completing the 
activities at home together. We’ll share these photos with the congregation, so it creates a 
more communal feel. Send pictures to holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The kits will also be available for pick up Tuesday, March 23 9-12 p.m. or Thursday, March 25 
from 9-4 p.m. If you are homebound, please call (209) 472-2177 for delivery to you!  

mailto:holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net






DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 
Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

   Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors for college or vocational school expenses.  These 

scholarships are for students who attend Holy Cross.   

   You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 

receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

A Healthy Helping of Hagiography 
 
     As Lent gets fully underway, I want to invite you to take full advantage of a great way to get a 
daily dose of some wondrous people—the saints of God!  For several years, I have been a devotee 
of Lent Madness, the creation of a couple of Episcopal priests which blends an appreciation of 
some very faithful people with the head-to-head intensity of March Madness. 
     Here is how it works: beginning the day after Ash Wednesday and concluding on Wednesday of 
Holy Week (March 31st this year) you can read about two saints each day (some well known, 
many fairly obscure) and vote for the one you like best.  The winner of each daily contest goes 
forward in the rankings until the eventual victor is awarded the Golden Halo.  It is all good fun 
and helpful education and inspiration as you read about the lives of people who have embodied 
Christian faith and values with panache. 
     If you want to get in on the action, go to: www.lentmadness.org and sign up to receive the daily 
emails which allow you to vote and receive daily results.   They even publish a bracket which you 
can print and record the daily results (which are also on their website, but some of us are 
especially nerdy about such things). 
     Check it out: you’ll be blessed because you did. 

─submitted by Pastor Gary 

NEW—Sunday’s “Children’s Worship” program  
 
Children's Worship is a free innovative online worship experience for 
children everywhere. The production is a collaborative effort 
sponsored by the United Methodist Churches of the Sacramento 
Pentecost Circuit. The 15-20 minutes includes music, faith-based 
messages and special friends to meet--including talking animals and a 
puppet called “Mort” ... video clips come from around our church 
family in Northern California and Nevada.  

 

Please email Holy Cross UMC church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or leave a 
message at 209-472-2177 to sign-up.  You will then receive an email each week with the 
link to the children’s worship!  Videos are geared towards age 4-10 years old 

http://www.lentmadness.org/


 Young Disciples Ministry 

Young: 

having lived or existed for only a short time.  

For this group we will consider grade school through high school aged children and youth.  

Disciple:  

one who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another.  

For us this is Jesus. 

Ministry:  

an activity carried out by Christians to express or spread their faith. 

For us this will be programs and activities for and with our children and youth to build, encourage, 

and enhance their relationship with God. 

It is no secret that the COVID 19 pandemic has affected everything that we do as a congregation, including having 
a major impact on our ministries to our children and youth.  The good news is that this challenging time gives us 
the incentive to look at new possibilities for refocusing and expanding our commitment to nurturing our young.  It 
continues to be our mission to encourage and support our young to become disciples of Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  
We propose the formation of Young Disciples Ministry to: 

Include adult leaders from Pacific Islander and primarily English-speaking congregants. 
Unify efforts for education, fellowship, and service of both groups into one program. 
Explore partnership with Central UMC and/or Lodi First UMC youth. 
Explore and make available resources from our district and conference: 

Sierra Service Project 
Conference Young People’s Ministry 
Online programs  

Saturday Mornings with Mr. Wesley 
Children’s Worship 
ZZP with SSP (zooming with Sierra Service Project) 

We need to hear from you!  Do you have ideas or suggestions that would assist our focus on Young 

Disciples Ministry?  Do you feel called to be an active participant in Young Disciples Ministry? 

                                                                                       -submitted by Diane Morgali and Tracy Tennies 

 

 

We will be announcing a meeting. Possibly on the patio with COVID safety measures in effect 

and possibly on a Sunday afternoon.   

This meeting will be for anyone who:  

has young people in their care, 

feels called to be an active participant in Young Disciples Ministry, 

feels called to be a supportive participant in Young Disciples Ministry, 

is involved in leadership of HC, 

has ideas or suggestions to add to our discussion. 

We will: 

brainstorm ideas, develop a core team. 

We look forward to meeting with you and hearing your ideas! 



Children’s Hope, Uganda 

     A Community Based Organization (CBO) located in Jinja, Uganda serving children and adults 
with disabilities.  Services include:  
 a small school for children with hearing impairments,  
 funding of school fees for children with physical impairments to attend community schools,  
 funding for school and boarding fees for children requiring more specialized programming,  
 support to families with food, housing and medical issues, as needed. 
     Almost three years ago we began the purchase of a piece of land with the goal of building a 
education center.  We developed the design for the center and a local architect drew the plans.  
Those plans were approved by Jinja District and we are now looking for sources of funding to begin 
building.   
     Last July in an effort to make use of the land while working on the funding to build our center, a 
large garden was planted as a source of fresh food for our families and possible funding source.  The 
land was cleared and planted with corn and bananas.  Both are staples in the local Ugandan diet, the 
corn being ground as maize flour.  The corn was harvested three weeks ago and went to the mill to 
be dried and ground.  The yield was better than expected and will provide 250kg to 300kg (500-
600lbs.) of maize flour for our families. 
     The bananas were planted from shoots growing from existing trees and have done extremely 
well.  They have grown very tall and are beginning to set on bunches.  If you look at the picture with 
Juma Ssozi, you can see the blossom hanging over his head.  We hope to have sufficient crop for our 
families and to sell. 
     Next, beans will be planted in place of the corn, also a staple in the Ugandan diet.   
     Please be praying for the continued success of the Children’s Hope Garden. 
     Blessings, Kathy Kimber 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF(south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

Greetings in the name of our merciful and loving God, 
 
     Lent is a time for contemplation and self-examination.  Seasons are changing from winter to spring, 
days are warming and lengthening (meaning of Lent from the Old English). 
     We have been through a dark year of “winter” with COVID 19 dominating our lives in many ways. 
There are hopeful signs that the coldness of COVID is giving way to the consonance of community. 
We have hopefully learned the value of taking care of ourselves and others, and the true need of  
comm-unity. 
     In one of my favorite works of music, the Brahms Requiem, there are sections that deal with the 
human suffering.  One commentator opined that the way Brahms has used the text seems to indicate 
that suffering with grace and keeping faith with God is what is blessed. May that be our response to 
suffering. 
     As I have been preparing music for the Lenten season this year the hymn “Ah Holy Jesus” (found in 
our hymnal) has been a source of personal inspiration and reflection. 
     This Lutheran Passiontide hymn was written by Johann Heermann, in 1630, in 15 stanzas of 4 lines 
each, and based on Luke 23:20-24. http://www.bach-cantatas.com/Texts/Chorale159-Eng3.htm 
His title, in German, is: Hertzliebster Jesus, war hast du verbrochen, which more literally would read, Heart
-favorite/dear Jesus, what have you done… (to deserve the judgement brought upon you). 
     The English words in our hymnal were written by Robert Bridges in 1897. The first line reads: “Ah, 
holy Jesus, how hast thou offended…  Several Lutheran hymnals use a translation written in 1863 by 
Catherine Winkworth which begins "O dearest Jesus, what law hast thou broken?"  
     Composers from the time it was written have set selected verses to this inward looking hymn. 
     On each of the five Sundays of Lent I will play as my Prelude a Chorale setting of this hymn and a 
Chorale Prelude: Three by Bach, one by Brahms, and one by Mock.  I have asked that the words of a 
verse be displayed on the screen.  I hope you find the words meaningful and helpful in your Lenten 
Journey. 
 
The blessings of God to you and your family,  Wayne Mock 

http://www.bach-cantatas.com/Texts/Chorale159-Eng3.htm


MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Nicole Maynard 

 1 Eric Quillinan 

 2 Moana Pilivi 

 3 Ian Chesley 

 3 Victoria Chesley 

 3 Vili Mulikihaamea 

 5 Joseph Coward 

 7 Chole Thiboutot 

 7 Claire Thiboutot 

 8 Edward McKenzie 

 8 Atiola Raura 

10 Sereana Raura 

10 Richard Gallegos V 

11 Angie Leone 

12 Anthony Dahl 

14 Dylan Thiboutot 

16 Ann Miller 

16 Benjamin McKenzie 

18 Jim Dahlstrom 

19 Ryan Dahl 

22 Lanny Fertig 

22 Iliana Raura 

23 Barbara Jones 

23 Allison Gale 

25 Holly Fillmore 

25 Kalin Byrd 

31 Judith Ernst 

     The prayer chain is available by email.  If interested in receiving 

the email version of the prayer chain, please email Kathy Nesmith at 

nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The prayer chain provides 

prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  You can also 

visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click 

on PRAYER REQUEST. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is EMAIL.  If you 
would like to receive the Church News emails please send an email 
to the Church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be 
glad to add you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

MARCH ANNIVERSARY 

13 Sybella & Gary Pope-Sears   

30 Craig & Suzan Wedegaertner 
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         Sent with to: 

Our MARCH communion offering will be in support of  

For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in a special offering, 
laying the foundation for the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s ministry of relief and hope. 
UMCOR’s work of alleviating human suffering around the world includes disaster relief and supplies, 
disaster risk reduction, health, and humanitarian development. 

Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday offering (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) cover the costs of doing 
business. This helps UMCOR keep the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a specific UMCOR 
project will go toward that project, not administrative costs. UMCOR has no source of revenue for 
administration except from UMCOR Sunday. 

Because of UMCOR Sunday, when you hear about a disaster or humanitarian crisis and you give to 
UMCOR, you can be assured that one hundred percent of the money you designate goes toward 
people in need. 

 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leaders-kit

