
 To be honest, the United Methodist Church is sort of an odd duck.  We are a very disparate people 
embracing a wide range of theological and social priorities which often vary from congregation to 
congregation.  Yet, for the most part, we find ways to cooperate in ministry and celebrate the love of God 
while showing forth this love in life-changing ways. 

 This stems from the reality that we have a connectional structure, rather than a congregational 
structure.  That is stated most clearly by this: The purpose of the annual conference is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its local churches for ministry and by providing a 
connection for ministry beyond the local church; all to the glory of God. (2016 Book of Discipline, ⁋601)  Unlike 
many other denominations, we are connected with the other United Methodist Churches around us as 
we share social witness opportunities, contribute to the same causes, and engage in mutual clergy 
support, to name three things.  For instance, we will be collecting two special offerings in June which 
will be used to help fund broad initiatives across the denomination (see this month’s Special Offerings 
article for details).  Bringing together funds from across the denomination means more can be done by 
the group being so broadly funded.   

 When it comes to mutual clergy support, we meet monthly in our Circuits (our Four Rivers Circuit 
covers the area of Linden to Galt) to support each other and design shared outreach to our various towns 
and cities.  Closer to home, I just agreed to cover emergency pastoral calls for a colleague here in 
Stockton while he will be away. 

 One of the ways we most clearly see how we are different from other denominations is when it 
comes to deployment of clergy.  Most churches engage in a search process, interview a variety of 
candidates, pick the one they like the most…and hope the candidate wants to come and serve as their 
pastor.  This process can last months or even years, with pastoral services being provided by one—or 
more—interim pastors until a new one is called. 

 That is not the United Methodist way.  When a change needs to be made, the priorities of the church 
are considered by the District Superintendent who meets with other Superintendents and the Bishop to 
arrange for the comings and goings across the entire Annual Conference (our California-Nevada Annual 
Conference is roughly the northern 2/3’s of California and Nevada) of all the pastors who are moving 
that particular year.  Then, all those designated for a new ‘appointment’ strive to pick up and move 
across the last two weeks of June.  In grade school we called such a thing fruit basket upset!  Strangely 
enough: it works!  I have served seven churches in my 42 years of ministry and have found ways to be 
effective in all seven. 

 The second weekend of June will find about 800 United Methodists gathering at the SAFE Credit 
Union Convention Center in Sacramento for our Annual Conference Session.  During our four days 
together we will hear reports, make recommendations, approve a budget, celebrate the lives of those 
clergy and spouses who have died in the past year, and ordain and commission those called by God into 
ministry as clergypersons.                            (Continued) 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR JUNE 
     The Sundays in June begin with the celebration of Pentecost (Happy Birthday Church!), then a 
quick stop on Trinity Sunday (June 12) before entering what is liturgically known as Ordinary Time.  
During this period that lasts until the Sunday before Advent begins (November 27 this year) the 
readings from the lectionary do not have any particular thematic unity, so I will be picking and 
choosing from each week’s readings those which I think will speak best to the people and ministry 
of Holy Cross. 

Sunday, June 5                                                                                                                      Pentecost Sunday 
 Scripture: Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17, 25-27 
 Sermon: Even Greater Works 
 Our Communion offering this month is our Annual Conference Offering which will be going to 
relief and rebuilding efforts on the islands of Tonga. 
 
Sunday, June 12                                                                                                                          Trinity Sunday
                                                                                                                 Peace with Justice Sunday 
 Scriptures: Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-21; John 16:12-15 
 Sermon: How Much More?                                                              The Rev. Al Grimm, guest 
preacher 
 We will have our regular worship service at 10:30 a.m. in person as well as livestreamed on our 
website and Facebook page. 
 As that is Annual Conference Sunday, you may also livestream the Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning from the Annual Conference Session in Sacramento at 9:30 a.m. (or watch the 
recorded version later) by accessing the Conference website: www.cnumc.org.  
 We will also collect our Peace with Justice special offering which aids the development of social 
justice ministries near and far. 
 
Sunday, June 19                                                                                                    2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: 1 Kings 19:1-15a; Psalm 42; Luke 8:26-39 
 Sermon: Facing the Future with Hope 
 
Sunday, June 26                                                                                                    3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Luke 9:51-62 
 Sermon: Before You Go… 
 

(Continued) 

 This year’s conference will have its special stresses as we expect retired Bishop the Rev. Sally Dyck to 
be presiding while our resident Bishop Minerva Carcaño remains sidelined by complaints and an 
investigation.  We will also deal with perhaps a few congregations looking to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church in order to align with the new (as of May 1) Global Methodist Church.  [If you would 
like to know more, I encourage you to do a Google search on the internet.] 

 While it may be tempting to get sidetracked by these extraneous matters, our mission remains to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Let us keep our heads up—looking to Jesus to 
guide and uphold us as we seek to follow his path, and serve in his name. 

 Yours for Christ, 

http://www.cnumc.org


“Summer time, summer time, in the good old summer time”.  These are both words from songs from 
long ago.  Summer always seemed more relaxed.  When we were raising our children, it was 
swimming lessons, then when can we go to the pool?  Vacation Bible School and even Zoo School (we 
had the wonderful San Diego Zoo.  Now it’s writing the doctor appointments so we won’t forget.  I 
am not complaining.  I thank God for the wonderful doctors we have.  I thank God that we seem to 
have turned the corner on COVID but we still need to be diligent and not lulled into complacency. 
 

What will summer look like for J-O-Y Circle?  We have some sewing projects that we are working 
on.  Dress a Girl in Africa, sewing, and Bags of Grace. You say, “I don’t sew”, well, there are things 
like pressing and cutting. When we work together, we talk and share.  We have fellowship and— 
“Where two or more are gathered in my Name, there I am also”.   
 

We meet the FIRST and THIRD TUESDAYS OF THE MONTH in Room 5 at 10:00 until 11:30 AM.  
We stay longer if we are busy and having fun together. I will be in Spokane on June 1st for my 
brother’s Celebration of Life.  Check with the office to see if we have someone to facilitate the 
meeting.  Thank you all for dealing with my sporadic leadership.   
 

Anniversaries— Beverly & Lanny Fertig—4th, Judith & Richard Ernst--26th 
 

Meeting Dates; June 7th and June 21st 
 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits” Psalm 103:2 (KJV) 
 

God Bless you, Judith Ernst—Convener 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle JUNE 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 Last month I stated that May is always a happy month for me. Well, not May of 

2022. I started the month off with Addison getting the flu, being so sick that he ended up in 

the Emergency Room. He wasn’t able to make it to school to take his final. His sickness 

lasted over 10 days.  Then, on May 19th, I started to get a sore throat. I was thinking that it 

had to do with allergies and the wind that we had been experiencing at the time.  It seemed to 

go away, and on late Sunday evening the 22nd, I developed cold like symptoms. When I 

awoke Monday, I knew I wasn't well, so I decided to take a Covid test.  Sure enough, 

Covid positive! I ended up with a moderate case of Covid, and was prescribed the new 

antiviral medication. I need to tell you, that the week before I came down with Covid, I let my 

guard down, not wearing a mask anywhere.  I managed to not get Covid for 2 years and 2 

months! My recommendation is to stay diligent on your safety protocols, and if you test 

negative at first, re-test 3-4 days later.  As I write this, I am on day 10 and starting to feel 

better.  Thank you for all the prayers and I am so thankful for life!       

     Blessings and love,   Temple 



 
 
 

 
IN-PERSON WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE  

FOOD- FUN - FELLOWSHIP- GROWTH 

 
5:30 to 6:15 PM dinner available. We will be eating on the patio and food safety protocols are being 
observed. 
 
6:15 to 7:15 PM groups meet. Wear masks for these indoor meetings, please.  
  
If you prefer simply to stay on the patio to visit with people or to bring your favorite games to 
share with others, that also is an option. 
 
Currently we have two discussion groups: 
 
1.)  The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life, by Adam Hamilton.  Pastor Gary will 
lead this study/discussion gathering in his office, with some participation via zoom. 
 
2.) The Holy Land Revealed, a video/lecture series which offers glimpses of what can be learned 
from the archeology which has taken place in biblical areas. Diane Morgali will facilitate this group in 
the church library. 

Submitted by Diane Morgali 

     Those who choose to serve at the attendance/check-in table fill an especially vital role of how we 
show hospitality to those who come through our doors. This is much more than taking attendance! 
This is our Holy Cross Welcoming Team. This is the first chance for us tell each person that comes 
through the door “We’re glad you’re here!.”  This important message is given through welcoming 
words, a cheerful attitude, and answers to any questions.  
     We ask that, in addition to welcoming, noting attendance, and answering questions, the person 
(s) serving at the check-in table offer each person whatever handouts are available for the service, a 
facemask (as needed), and a Listening device (as needed). 
     We ask that persons serving at the check-in table be at the table by 10:10am, plan to stay there 
until after the first hymn to provide for any late comers, and at the end of the service to note the 
total # in attendance at the bottom of the first page of the attendance sheet.  
     Please contact me at tracyltennies@gmail.com or 209-327-7072 to be added to the schedule of 
volunteers serving at the check-in table. We would appreciate your help and participation! 
 

Be a part of the Holy Cross Welcoming Team! 

mailto:tracyltennies@gmail.com


BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Mau Tonga 
3 Shaunda Cartwright 
9 Reva Williams 
10 Maggie Kolze 
10 Natalie Mulikiha’amea 
12 Craig Henson 
13 Leanne Osborn 
22 Mike Wirth 
25 Lee Combs 
28 Tracy Tennies 
28 Mabel Thomas 
28 Komisoni Latukefu 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 4 Beverly & Lanny Fertig 
15 Jerry & Germaine Burke  
20 Laura & Scott Maynard 
23 Suni & Moana Pilivi 
24 Marcia & John Fox 
24 Kathy & Ed Nesmith 
26 Richard & Judith Ernst 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please 
send any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. 
We are grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is 
EMAIL.  If you would like to receive the Church 
News emails please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will 
be glad to add you! You may also call the office 
at 209-472-2177. 

  There will be a Celebration of Life for  
Mary Wedegaertner  

on Saturday, June 18 at 11:00 AM  
Holy Cross United Methodist Church 

Everyone who knew Mary is welcome to attend.  

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


     The children of Barbara Jones, in chronological order, Patricia Rocero (Jones), Debra Jones, and 

Scott Jones would like to thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts for attending or 

livestreaming our mother’s celebration of life service! To quote the neighbor, “It was very touching.” 

     Thank you! Pastor Gary! Natalie, Rose and the girls, we are extremely grateful. The dance was 

just heavenly! Not quite sure what Tracy did, but I do know we couldn’t have done it without her. 

Thanks for all your hard work. Wayne playing the 88s, great as always! Oops, almost forgot Al 

Grimm. Can’t forget Shaunda, floor mopper, cleaner-upper, etc. sorry about the mess. Thanks for all 

you do at the church! 

     Would like to express much gratitude and love to the CEO Committee and the Joy Circle gang. 

You guys kept her going all these years. Oh, my goodness, Diane Morgali, those excellent rolls. Our 

neighbors, Craig and Lynette, the KFC chicken and coleslaw, good stuff I tell ya! 

     Mom (Barbara) would tell everyone that she was this person’s second mother. You get a very 

special heartfelt appreciation, Temple Gallagher! You were an amazing friend to her! P.S. those 

carrot cake cupcakes were the piece de resistance, so so tasty! 

     Once again, from the bottom of our hearts and with admiration to all, God Bless. 

     Scott Jones 

The altar 

The cupcakes 

Left to right: 

Debra, Scott, Barbara, & Patricia 



Here is What is Happening at the Bugembe, Uganda, Women’s Centre  (You May Be Surprised) 
 

First–A word from Nelly Kibenzire, a guiding light at the Centre 
     It’s because of the generous support and love from Holy Cross United Methodists Church that we are able to 
continuously support clients like Celestino, a man who has been saved from despair with help from the Resource 
Centre. Without the support from Holy Cross UMC, so many people in our community would be trapped in a life of 
depression and extreme poverty.  Thank you Holy Cross. 
 

Domestic violence response 
     Aren’t men just as likely to be victims of domestic violence as women? 
Though spousal violence against women is much more prevalent, many Ugandan men also experience domestic 
violence. The Ugandan public usually perceives that it is only women who are violated and abused, forgetting that 
there are men who are equally victims of domestic violence at the hands of their wives, partners or even ex-
partners. 
     If a man walked to the police station and reported a case of domestic violence by his wife, no one would believe 
him. The police officers would first insult him before asking him to make a statement. In most cases, such 
statements are not even followed up, how would a woman beat up a woman? 
     Last April, we received a case of domestic violence against a man in our neighborhood. Celestino, is a victim of 
both physical and emotional abuse by his wife of more than six years.   
      “Soon after our wedding, I found out that my wife was an alcoholic. My wife’s behavior became controlling and 
manipulative as months went by. She would check my phone and send messages to my female friends from my 
phone pretending to be me. My wife became so violent towards me. 
     One time, while I was taking a nap, she poured urine on me and severely attacked me with a panga. She later 
destroyed our most of our house property. That’s the day I decided to leave my home. 
     The resource center was able to connect Celestino to the individuals and assistance he needed urgently. His 
case is now being handled by his local church as well the children and family protection unit of the Bugembe Police 
Station. Every week he meets with the resource centre counselor. 
 

Skills training 
     In March, we resumed hairdressing training while tailoring training resumed in April. So far, we have 16 girls 
receiving free tailoring training. Most of these girls failed to go back to school because of the COVID lock 
down.  The girls also attended counselling sessions every week. 
 

A message from Diane Morgali 
     If the work of the Centre touches a place in your heart and you want to donate to this work, you can make a 
donation on the church website or place it in the little wooden church at the back of the sanctuary on Sunday 
morning.  Be sure your gift is clearly designated for the Bugembe Women's Centre. Every penny will be sent to 
Uganda. 

Training at the 
Centre 



Family Promise Host Week 
June 26-July 3 

Volunteers Needed 
 
     Our next week to host families for Family Promise is coming the last week of June.  I know our first 
experience as hosts was not what we had hoped.   We did not, in the end, have a family to host.  But the fact 
that we had beds made and volunteers ready to share meals and conversation with families in need was a 
testament to the Holy Cross willingness to care for others.  And I want you to know a family did begin in the 
program the following Monday and are currently working positively toward their goals.  Hopefully, we will 
meet them during our next rotation. 
     During our rotation week our responsibility is to provide comfortable accommodations for one or two 
families as they work toward achieving sustainable housing.   
     For us to fulfill our part, volunteers are essential!  Starting on Sunday afternoon each week we need 
volunteers to:  
 set up and make the guest beds 
 prepare and serve dinner (each night) 
 spend after dinner time with children and adults, homework help (each night) 
 be overnight hosts (each night) 
 set up and serve breakfast (each morning) 
 dismantle beds and help load in the van (following Sunday morning) 
 launder sheets and blankets, store for next assigned week 
 
     A minimum of 2 volunteers are needed for each of these tasks.  Setting up and taking apart the beds could 
use 3-4, if possible.   
     Please sign-up to help where you can.  There is a sign-up across from the check-in table in the social hall.  
Or call, text or email Kathy Kimber at 209-603-1129, Katkim49@gmail.com.  Or call, email the church office. 

 
This is our opportunity to help our community’s homeless one family at a time! 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

                JUNE 25th 9:00 am—11:00 am 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 6/20 
for the JULY 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 



Special Offerings in june 

 On Sunday, June 5, we will conclude our collection (begun on May 29) of our Annual Conference 
Offering, which will support the relief and rebuilding efforts on the islands of Tonga. 

 On Sunday June 12, we will collect for our special offering in support of Peace with Justice Sunday.  All 
funds donated will go to support the development of social justice ministries: half of it beyond our Annual 
Conference bounds, and half of it within our conference.  As Pope Paul VI put it: If you want peace, work for 
justice. 

 For all regular and special offerings you can donate in person on Sunday morning, mail a check to the 
church office, or use our giving portal on our website: www.holycrossumc.us, then find the desired fund 
under “donate.” 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


Submitted by Wayne Mock 

June – month of the bride 

Always a bridesmaid, never… Well, I have good news for you! 

The writers of the Bible compare God’s people, first Israel, then the Church, to a bride. Often, the prophets 

speak of Israel as a faithless wife.  The Song of Solomon is about lovers, which many have seen as a metaphor 

of God and the people of God, or of the Lord Jesus and the Church. The Apostle Paul, oft maligned as 

misogynist, writes about the place the Church has in the heart of Christ:  she is the bride, the beloved, the 

one for whom he died, for whom he will come again to take her to his Father’s house – far from subservient 

or second-class. This imagery also fits so well the eastern way of marriage. Understanding the culture of 

Mideastern weddings brings a richer reading of the Bible, and a wonderful application to one’s own life. Eph. 

5:22-23 …Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior… the church submits to Christ…  

As one put it, “How much domination is there from a man hanging on a cross?”  Pure love pours forth, not 

petty demands. 

An internet search for “hymns about the Church as the bride of Christ” yields a rich treasure of songs and 

hymns. 

One of my favorites is “The Church’s One Foundation”, written by Samuel J. Stone. Born out of a time of 

controversy in the Church, the Rev. Stone pens a hymn of assurance that God is in control and truth will 

prevail. 

“The Church’s One Foundation” speaks specifically to article nine of the Apostles’ Creed, “(I believe in) the 

Holy Catholic Church: The Communion of Saints.” The hymn itself is based on I Corinthians 3:11: “For other 

foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (KJV). This hymn, as well as others in the 

collection, was intended to serve pastoral, devotional, and catechetic purposes, according to hymnologist 

Albert Bailey, aiding in the “interpret[ation of] the Apostles’ Creed… 

British hymnology scholar H. E. C. Stapleton offers insight into the hymn’s popularity: “The strength of the 

hymn lies in the simplicity and directness of its message, the vividness of its metaphor, and the deliberate 

and distinct echoes of words and phrases from Scripture. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-the-churchs-one-foundation 

The church’s one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 

She is his new creation 

By water and the Word. 

From heaven he came and sought her 

To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, 

And for her life he died. 

Dearly Beloved, we are so deeply and eternally loved by our God, saved by our Lord, and led by the Spirit.  

How can we not return such a love by devotion, faith, and following our lover’s leading? 

“Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. My Father’s house has room to spare. If that weren’t the 

case, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you?  When I go to prepare a place for you, I 

will return and take you to be with me so that where I am you will be too.  You know the way to the place I’m 

going.” John 14: 1-4 CEB 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-the-churchs-one-foundation
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 


