
 Throughout these last 14 months, as a sociologist, I have been bemused (albeit tragically) at the 
seeming incapacity—even during the darkest days of the pandemic—of vast numbers of our populace to 
refrain from gathering with others, even upon risk of death.  Perhaps it is a sign of my introversion, but I 
find it quite easy and comfortable to stay at home—safe and sound.  I don’t consider myself anti-social, 
but I will make such sacrifices if it means that my family and yours will be spared exposure to the 
COVID-19 virus.  To be sure, I am glad those days are coming to an end. 

 What is it that drives some people to take such risks in order to dine together, be entertained 
together, and the like?  I think it is the strong drive we humans possess to have experiences.  If I really 
love the music of say, Yo-Yo Ma (and I do), it makes no economic sense for me to pay $50 to attend a 
concert that lasts 90 minutes when, for that same $50, I could buy enough CD’s to play for 6 hours.  That 
said, one of the great thrills of my life was attending a Yo-Yo Ma concert in Reno—truly memorable!  
The experience outweighed the cost. 

 That brings me to a very special experience I invite you to share with me on the evening of Saturday, 
June 26.  The grounds of Holy Cross will be hosting the 2nd Annual Night-Without-a-Bed event wherein 
those willing to sleep outside, or in their car—anywhere but their bed—will gather to do so as a 
community dedicated to getting a better sense of how the homeless live.  If you want to sleep in 
solidarity with our efforts, but not stray from home, perhaps you will try out your couch that night. 

 The aim is to experience how the homeless exist day-to-day, night-by-night.  Elsewhere in this edition 
of The Grapevine you can read more about this event and how you can support it through your presence 
and your presents (i.e. donations).  We will share certain community-building activities along with 
sleeping in extraordinary ways, all while observing appropriate COVID-19 safety protocols.  The event 
promises to be a great deal of fun, though it may lack certain comfort. 

 Again, the aim is to experience that discomfort, to recognize that for many it is not a choice but a lived 
reality.  Sharing that reality, even if only for one night, builds awareness.  As I said in a recent sermon: 
awareness foments compassion.  It is hoped that such compassion will result in increased financial 
support for the work of Family Promise.  I also hope such compassion will be on display in the way we 
look at—and interact with—the homeless in our community moving forward.  I hope we will become 
people who do not turn away or shun the homeless but see them as people in need of affirmation and 
assistance.  While we may not have the finances to aid them, the affirmation of a smile, a kind word—in 
short acknowledgment of them as people of worth is a gift we can surely afford. 

 May our investment in such an experience grow our awareness, may our awareness grow our 
compassion.   May we honor all as people for whom our Lord died, precious companions in Christ. 

 Yours for Christ, 

Pastors Ponderings 
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Wonderful news!    
We would like to invite you to worship in-person inside! 

We will ask that you reserve a seat for each person by: 

 Email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

 Phone at 209 472-2177 

 No later than Saturday 5pm  

We will ask that you comply with all existing protocols, including: 

 Face coverings 

 Social distancing 

 No congregational singing 

 No sharing of food/drink 

 Restroom use will be limited to one-person-at-a-time. 

 No childcare or Sunday School will be provided (children must remain with their family). 

We will ask to know if you have been fully vaccinated for seating purposes.  If you choose not to 
disclose this information, we will ask that you maintain a minimum of 6’ social distancing from other 
households.  

We will have a single entrance and exit, which will be clearly identified. Enter on West side of patio 
& exit through front doors of church facing west. 

We will limit capacity of each area to 25%.  If we fill the sanctuary and social hall to 25% capacity, we 
will seat people on the patio. 

We will have hospitality volunteers available to guide and direct you.  

We look forward to actually seeing you while we continue our vigilance at keeping everyone safe.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A SPECIAL SUNDAY—A SPECIAL SCHEDULE 

 We will have a special worship schedule on Sunday, June 27, opt-
ing for an earlier worship time to afford us all the opportunity to 
participate as well in a wonderful worship event from our Annual 
Conference. 

 On June 27th, we will have our weekly worship service, but the 
time will be moved up to 9:00 A.M.  Then, beginning at 10:00 A.M. our 
livestream will feature the Service of Ordination and Commissioning 
being aired by the Annual Conference.  This annual worship event 
features a sermon by our Bishop Minerva Carcaño, special music, 
and the chance to recognize and support those coming into ministry as they are ordained and com-
missioned as pastors. 

 You are invited to spend the extra time to share in the broader vision of the church beyond the 
walls of Holy Cross.  Our weekly worship begins that morning at 9:00 A.M., the special service begins 
at 10:00 A.M.  Both are available at the usual web locations. 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR JUNE 
     Our month begins as we conclude our journey through The Bible Speaks to Me and then 
ends with the beginning of our summer emphasis: The Ten Commandments.  We will be 
looking at these defining demands through the lens of Jesus’ ministry; I will be referring 
often to the recent book Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today, 
by Adam Hamilton.   
Sunday, June 6 Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Acts 7:58-8:3; Acts 9:1-31; Acts 13:1-5; Acts 16:1-34 
 Sermon: Apostle to the Gentiles 
 Communion Service and livestream from the church patio at noon. 
 

Sunday, June 13 Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: 1 Samuel 8:4-20; Mark 3:20-35 
 Sermon: Looking Beyond the Obvious 
 

Sunday, June 20 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: 1 Samuel 17:19-37, 40-49; Mark 4:35-41 

 Sermon: Finding One’s Calm in God 
 

Sunday, June 27 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 SPECIAL WORSHIP TIME – 9:00 A.M. 
 Scriptures: Exodus 20:1-3; Matthew 6:33 
 Sermon: Commandment #1: The Heart of Things 

     

 

 

Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each week 

and would love to invite you to attend.  

Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

 

• Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

• Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 6/20 

for the JULY issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     Blessings from the church office! We started 

worshipping inside the sanctuary at the end of April 

and it has been wonderful. Come when your ready, we 

will be waiting for you.  The church is starting to 

open up more and more every week.  As more people 

get vaccinated, we are going back to a new normal.   

     Speaking of a new normal, with much thought 

and prayer we decided that the Grapevine monthly 

newsletter is just too costly to send through the 

bulk mail system.  We will cut down on our mailing list 

to reduce costs.  We understand that for some this 

will be upsetting.  We understand! If you would like 

to stay on the newsletter list, please email the 

church and let me know at 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  The newsletter will 

still be available through email each month and 

posted on our website at www.holycrossumc.us.  

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to 

please wear -your masks. My heart is full and God is 

great! Smile everyday!                                          

Blessings and love,   Temple 
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DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 

Check out our Fabulous website! 

www.holycrossumc.us  
It’s a wonderful tool to keep you up to date with what is happening at Holy Cross. 

On our website you can read the Pastor’s message, read our church history, view our team and 

mission, live stream worship, donate and so much more! 

     June is a very busy month:  Graduations, School Promotions, Weddings, Father’s Day.  Summer officially starts 
on June 20th. It is with hope and prayers that summer activities like picnics with families and friends will again be 
the norm. 
     J-O-Y Circle met for the first time in-person on May 11th. It was GREAT TO BE TOGETHER.  COVID protocols 
were observed.   
     Our June meeting will be Tuesday, June 8th at 10:00 AM in the Social Hall.  Masks and social distancing are 
required. Please bring your own drink and snacks.   
     Some of J-O-Y Circle met and filled 40 Bags of Grace.  We thank our Church family for the donations that made 
this possible. At this point we are no longer needing donations.  We will let you know when we need donations, 
and again thank you for your generosity. 
     Anniversaries for June are Bev and Lanny Fertig, June 4th;  Judith and Richard Ernst, June 26th. 
     J-O-Y Circle likes to recognize people graduating from High School, and those promoting from Kindergarten, 
Elementary School, Middle School, and College.  If you have someone in your family that is in any of those 
categories, please let the office know, 472-2177 or Judith Ernst, 594-1710. 
 
From the Book,  Choose JOY;  Joy in the Morning 
“All who seek the Lord will praise him, their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy.”  Psalm 22:26(NLT) 
 
"Every day, God provides us with beauty all around to cheer and help us.  It may come through the beauty of 
flowers or the bright blue sky—or maybe the white snow covering the trees of a glorious winter wonderland. It may 
be through the smile of a child or the grateful face of the one we care for.  Each and every day, the Lord has a special 
gift to remind us of whose we are and to generate the joy we need to succeed.” 
 
Prayer:  “Lord God, I thank You for Your joy; I thank You for providing it every day to sustain me.  I will be joyful 
in You.”                                                                                                                                                 Submitted by Judith Ernst 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle JUNE 

Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

   Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating high school seniors for college or 
vocational school expenses.  These scholarships are for students who attend Holy Cross.   
   You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 
receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Applications are due July 1, 2021 

holycrossumc.us


Children’s Hope 
A Community Based Organization (CBO) located in Jinja, Uganda  

serving children and adults with disabilities. 
 

     Classes at the Children’s Hope School serving children with hearing 
impairments has been underway since the beginning of April.  Although 
there was a bit of a slow start, all students have now returned and are 
hard at work.  Also returning were our two teachers, Teacher Emmanuel 
and Teacher Ziria.  Joining Monday, May 17, 2021 will be our new 
teacher, Teacher Grace.  She comes with recent teacher training and 
many ideas to increase student 
learning. 
     I have been asked about our 
student curriculum and the sign 
language used by the students.  The 
school curriculum in Uganda is 
based on the British Educational 
System as Uganda was previously a 
British Colony.  Our students use 
British sign language, their version of 
our American Sign Language (ASL).  

It is similar, but different.  Parents of our students have been 
provided with a handbook of basic signs and several can now sign 
with their children.  A big accomplishment! 
     We are patiently waiting for National Leaving Exam results for 
our three Primary 7 students, Rukaiya, Salima and Joel, to determine 
if they will move to secondary for next school year.  More to come. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TRY OUT ASHRAM 
 When Sybella and I bought a car a few months ago, we test 
drove it—not once but twice.  It was a big commitment; we 
wanted to make sure it was worth it.  Because of the pandemic, 
you will have a unique opportunity to “test-drive” a Christian 
camping opportunity from the privacy of your own home. 

 The Redwood Christian Ashram will be a virtual experience 
this July 5-9, and we would love to have you join in the 
experience.  I will be one of the camp speakers, which will help 
you feel more at home already.  While registration is required, 
donations for the week are optional, which make it affordable 
for all. 

 The Ashram is a very precious time for our family, and has been for more than 20 years.  It is a 
linchpin for our spiritual well-being.  We heartily invite you to explore the possibility by accessing the 
following website: https://summer2021.redwoodchristianashram.org/ 

 If you have any questions about what happens at an Ashram, please contact Sybella or me: 
hcpastorg@gmail.com or sybellasgarden@gmail.com  

 Join us for a vacation with God!                   Submitted by Pastor Gary 

https://summer2021.redwoodchristianashram.org/
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

1 Mau Tonga 

3 Shaunda Cartwright 

10 Maggie Kolze 

10 Natalie Mulikihaamea 

12 Craig Henson 

13 Leanne Osborn 

22 Mike Wirth 

25 Lee Combs 

28 Tracy Tennies 

28 Mabel Thomas 

28 Komisoni Latukefu 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARY 

 4 Beverly & Lanny Fertig 

15 Jerry & Germaine Burke  

20 Laura & Scott Maynard 

23 Suni & Moana Pilivi 

24 Marcia & John Fox 

24 Kathy & Ed Nesmith 

26 Richard & Judith Ernst 

     The prayer chain is available by email.  If interested in 

receiving the email version of the prayer chain, please email 

Tracy Tennies at tracyltennies@gmail.com or 209-327-7072. 

The prayer chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or 

with special needs.  You can also visit our website at 

holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on PRAYER 

REQUEST. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is 
EMAIL.  If you would like to receive the Church 
News emails please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be 
glad to add you! You may also call the office at 209-
472-2177. 

Sunday’s “Children’s Worship” 
program  

Children's Worship is a free innovative online worship experience for 
children everywhere. The production is a collaborative effort sponsored 
by the United Methodist Churches of the Sacramento Pentecost Circuit. 
The 15-20 minutes includes music, faith-based messages and special 
friends to meet--including talking animals and a puppet called “Mort” ... 
video clips come from around our church family in Northern California 
and Nevada.  
 
Please email Holy Cross UMC church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or leave a message at 209-472-2177 to 
sign-up.  You will then receive an email each week with the link to the 
children’s worship!  Videos are geared towards age 4-10 years old 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

Dear brothers and sisters,  
Having been in a contemplative frame of mind recently, I was happy to find a piece for choir, during my 
cataloging of our music library. The piece is Richard de Castre's Prayer to Jesus.  During my cataloging of our 
music library I have found several pieces with ancient text (other than Biblical texts).  This Prayer to Jesus, 
was written around 1430 and has been attributed to Richard de Castre, the vicar of St. Stephen’s Church in 
Norwich, England during the early fifteenth century. The words (called a Carol) are part of a longer text 
which you may find using this link: 
https://allsaintsmusic.info/tag/richard-de-castres-prayer-to-jesus/ 
The text of the song we have is as follows: 

Prayer to Jhesu 
Jhesu, Lord, that madest me 

And with Thy blessyd blood hast bought, 
Forgive that I have grievéd Thee, 

With word, and wil, and eek (thus) with thought. 
 

Jhesu, in whom is all my trust, 
That died upon the roodé tree, 

Withdrawe myn herte from fleshli lust, 
And from all worldly vanyté 

 
Jhesu, for thy woundés smart 

On feet and on Thy handés two 
Make me meeke and low of herte 
And Thee to love as I schulde do. 

 
Jhesu, keepe them that are good, 

Amende them that han grievéd  Thee, 
And send them fruites of earthli food, 

As each man needeth in his degree. 
I hope this simple yet profound prayer encourages you today. Sometime, try taking a favorite psalm or 
other scripture and making up a tune.  Let it encourage your heart, and if you are so inclined, share it with 
others - even in the congregation.  We are looking forward to the choir returning as soon as it is safe to do 
so.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in being considered for the choir. 
Blessings to you, Wayne Mock 
 

https://allsaintsmusic.info/tag/richard-de-castres-prayer-to-jesus/
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UPCOMING SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

 I am always amazed and delighted at the generosity of the people of Holy Cross.  You support the staff, 
facilities, and programs of our own work and then go above and beyond to ensure that we give a whole lot 
to other special needs. 

 As United Methodists, we have six annual offerings overseen by the denomination, and then we add on 
special seasonal giving opportunities and monthly communion gifting.  In all of these, you come through! 

 Looking across the summer, let me apprise you of the special efforts we will be supporting by our gifts, 
as well as our prayers.  If you give online, you will find a special fund designation for all but the August 
special offering, for which the designation of “communion offering” will suffice. 

 

• June 6 – Communion Offering: donations will support the United Methodist offering in support of Peace 
with Justice.  These monies will support diverse efforts at home and abroad that help bring about justice 
through education and advocacy: as near as Arizona, as far as Liberia.  

• July 4 – Communion Offering: we will be wrapping up our month of giving for Family Promise (see 
Pastor’s Ponderings and related articles) as we help them prepare to begin their outreach to homeless 
families. 

• July 25 –  Christmas in July Offering: we will extend the Christmas spirit to Children’s Hope in Uganda, 
the school that aids children with disabilities, helping them gain the education needed to thrive. 

• August 1 – Communion Offering: we will again help fund the vital work of the 1TLC School here in 
Stockton, making a difference to the area’s poorest students. 



Last year some of us participated in the 1st 
Family Promise National Night Without A Bed 
campaign.  This year you can show your support 
for children and families battling homelessness 
and raise awareness of this crisis by joining 
Family Promise’s 2nd National Night Without A 
Bed Sleep-Out on Saturday, June 26, 2021. 
HOLY CROSS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1200 W. Hammer Lane, Stockton, CA  

Old Fashioned BBQ Chicken Dinner  
Served from 6-7:30 pm 

Holy Cross UMC, 1200 W. Hammer Lane, Stockton 

Adults $12 donation, Children 10 & under $6 donation 

BBQ Chicken, Baked Beans, Corn-on-the-Cob, Watermelon 
Tickets must be purchased by 6/21/2021 

 please contact Temple Gallagher at 209-986-8367 

Camp-Out in the Holy Cross Yard and Parking Lot from 7pm-7am 

Bring your tent & set up camp at Holy Cross or park in the lot & sleep in your car. 
Participants will be served continental breakfast on Sunday morning. 

Call the church office (209)472-2177 or email holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net to reserve 
your space for the camp-out. 

Then ask your friends and family to pledge donations for this 12-hour sleep-over. 

Come and share the experience with family and friends! 
If you’re not able to camp-out at Holy Cross UMC, you can still participate: 
• Wrap up in a blanket on the couch 
• Sleep in a sleeping bag on the living room floor 
• Put up a tent in your backyard 
• Be sure to post photos on social media or the church’s website. 
• Ask friends and family to sponsor you in support of your efforts to help families battling 

homelessness. 
 

All proceeds will be donated to our local affiliate: Family Promise San Joaquin. 
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