
 I am writing this the week we begin a new worship emphasis which will span the Sundays from June 27 – August 29.  
Each week during that period we will examine another of The Ten Commandments, as seen in Exodus and also influenced by 
the life and teachings of Jesus.  My primary reference work for this is the book Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the 
Ten Commandments Today, by Adam Hamilton.  This book grows out of the sermon series he preached at The United 
Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas from August 18 – October 27, 2019.   

 If you want to hear it “straight from the horses’ mouth” you can listen to Rev. Hamilton’s sermons by going to the 
church website:  

• Go to cor.org 

• Go to the “Resources” tab 

• Select “Sermons” 

• Choose “1999” from the year tab 

• Go to your choice of sermons, again beginning with August 18.   

 His presentations will be more complete than mine, since he is allowed about 40 minutes/Sunday for his sermon.  The 
kind folks at Holy Cross would tar and feather me if I tried that! 

 The Ten Commandments are one of those things we claim as Christians, yet I wonder how many of us could name five of 
them without reading their listing in either Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5.  My hope in preaching this series this summer is 
that by September we will have a working knowledge of all ten and a clearer understanding of their relevance for us today. 

 I am hoping we will begin to think “expansively” about each of the rules God lays out.  For instance: what comprises a 
“god” for us today—perhaps not a religious effigy, but that wonderful new car in the garage which elicits our devotion; or 
perhaps the ways we rationalize never taking a day off or slowing down though we are clearly told that God rested and so 
should we. 

 I so appreciate that the first four commandments emphasize the vertical relationship we have with God and the 
remaining six commandments focus on the horizontal relationships we have with others.  Life is about holding those two 
elements in a creative tension, lest we be too heavenly minded to be any earthly good, or so down to earth that we never 
lift our eyes to heaven. 

 I will remind us all that we are allowing as many as desire to attend our sole worship experience at 10:30 a.m.  We do 
ask that you wear a face covering: either a mask or a full-face shield.  You may sing with your mask on.  We are considering 
safe ways to reinstate fellowship events and even snacks into our Sunday mornings together: stay tuned! 

 Yes, indeed: we are getting back to normal, though that has been redefined.  If you are hesitant to return, we will of 
course continue to livestream our weekly worship so that you can join us live, or view it later.  We do recognize that there 
have been issues with the quality of the sound on the livestream and are taking steps to improve that online offering. 

 Thank you for being part of our mission to know the love of God and make that love known as we live for Christ. 

 Yours for Christ, 
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Open, Open, Open! 
The state of California has completely reopened with most restrictions 
reduced or eliminated with some remaining guidelines for face coverings 
in public areas.  
However, the county of San Joaquin 

• Currently has less than 40% of its population fully vaccinated, 

• Has a Covid case rate that is much higher than the state case rate. 
For those reasons, at Holy Cross UMC when we gather in-person. 
For INDOOR services, events, or meetings we will: 

• Continue to wear a face mask or a full-face shield. 
o   Persons leading worship from a distance of 10 feet will be exempt from wearing a face covering. 

• Allow congregational singing! 
o   If vaccinated: with a mask or full-face shield in place, 
o   If not yet vaccinated: please refrain from singing in the presence of others. 

• Enter and exit from the front door. 

• Eliminate one-way travel to and from the restrooms. 
For ALL services, events, or meetings we will: 

• Continue to refrain from self-service food and drink. 
o   Food will be allowed if it is safely served by limited number of people with thoroughly cleaned or 
gloved hands. 

• Continue to refrain from sharing books and resources. 

• Continue to self-screen for Covid symptoms. 
  o   If you don’t feel well, please stay home. 

• Continue to note attendance. 

• Continue to receive “resources”: announcements, envelopes, etc…from a hospitality volunteer. 

• Continue to deposit offering in the little wooden church. 

• Discontinue reservation requirement. 
For OUTDOOR worship, events, or meetings we will: 

• Require facemask or full-face shield only in crowded conditions. 

• Allow congregational singing with no mask required. 

• Not yet vaccinated: please refrain from singing while in the presence of others. 

We appreciate your cooperation as we endeavor to keep everyone safe during this time! 

TRY OUT ASHRAM 
 There is still time for you and yours to register and 
attend (virtually) the 2021 Redwood Christian Ashram: 
Refresh, Restore, Renew: Come Alive! 

 If any of those words bring hope to your soul go, 
register for Ashram at:                                                   
https://summer2021.redwoodchristianashram.org/.  
While registration is required to participate in each day’s 
activities, donations for the week are optional, which make 
it affordable for all. 

     Ashram has been a linchpin for Sybella’s and my spiritual well-being.  If you have any questions 
about what happens at an Ashram, please contact Sybella or me: hcpastorg@gmail.com or 
sybellasgarden@gmail.com  

Join us for a vacation with God!                                                                                 Submitted by Pastor Gary 

https://summer2021.redwoodchristianashram.org/
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR JULY 
This month we will continue our exploration of The Ten Commandments, looking at these defining 
guidelines through the lens of Jesus’ ministry; using as a reference the book Words of Life: Jesus 
and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today, by Adam Hamilton.   

Sunday, July 4 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scripture: Exodus 20:4-6 
 Sermon: Commandment #2: Discerning Our Idols 
 Communion will be served as part of our regular worship once again. 
 Our Communion offering will complete our recent fund-raising in 
 support of Family Promise. 
 

Sunday, July 11 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37 
 Sermon: Commandment #3: Respect the Name 
 

Sunday, July 18 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: Exodus 29:8-11; Matthew 12:9-14 

 Sermon: Commandment #4: A Weekly Holy-Day 
 

Sunday, July 25 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Exodus 20:12; John 19:25-27 
 Sermon: Commandment #5: Honoring Our Parents (and Others) 
 Special Christmas in July offering for Children’s Hope in Uganda  

     

 

 

Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each week 

and would love to invite you to attend.  

Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

 

• Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

• Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 7/20 

for the AUGUST issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     Blessings from the church office! We are OPEN! 

We miss you and we aren’t requiring reservations. I 

love the saying on the TV game show Price is Right, 

”Come on down”! 

     I have a summer packed with fun trips. I went 

camping with a long time friend in June.  We had a 

great two days at Big Trees in Arnold. It was all 

fun and games until we encountered a bear on our 2 

1/2 mile hike into the grove.  I have never been so 

scared.  Of course, the bear didn’t want to see us 

either.  It causally walked down the hill and away 

from us. I learned a valuable lesson in life. Don’t go 

camping where bears live!  

     If you didn’t make it out to the Chicken Dinner 

event for Family Promise, you missed a great time.  

Look for future event at Holy Cross UMC.  

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to 

please wear your mask if your not vaccinated. My 

heart is full and God is great! Smile everyday!     

     Blessings and love,   Temple 
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     Well, it looks like July 4th will be a Holiday that can be celebrated with family & friends! Praise 
God!!  Picnics, bar-b-eques, and fireworks.  Several members have talked about the “New normal “ post 
COVID and decided that “If it ain’t  broken, don’t change it or fix-it”.  J-O-Y, As group is about 22 years 
old.  It has seen membership grow and decline.  Now it is in a decline cycle.  Some of our members no 
longer drive, so there are less people to transport others.  We need to celebrate what we can do: bags of 
Grace, sleeping bag ministry, and the Apple Pie Sale. We need to be willing to accept that there will be a 
time when we can no longer do these things.  But other ministries will take their place. 
     Any monies raised by J-O-Y Circle are used to benefit others:  Children’s Hope, Women’s Center in 
Bugembe, Refurbishing a room at the Women & Children’s Shelter and of course the Dirdak Scholarship 
Program.  These activities are possible due to the Support of the Holy Cross Family.  I think it is time to 
celebrate what we know we can do! 
     J-O-Y Circle would like to recognize all young people promoting or graduating from elementary school, 
Kindergarten, middle school, and High School, or college.  If someone in your family is promoting or 
graduating, please let the office or Judith Ernst, 209-594-1710. 
     Our next meeting is July 13 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Please let the office or Judith Ernst, 209-
594-1710 know if you need transportation.  Please bring your own snack or drink.   
 
July Birthdays:  Kathy Kimber, 28th; Pat McCaffery, 31st. 
 
Quote from “You are Amazing, Remember That!” “Life doesn’t have to be perfect to Be Wonderful.”  
 
Judith Ernst, Convener 
 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle JULY 

“New-to-You” Event 

On the Holy Cross UMC patio 
 

Thursday, July 15 from 1-4pm 

Saturday, July 17 from 9am-12pm 

Sunday, July 18 from 11:30am – 1pm 

 

Come and shop donated items to find the things that your home  

must have and make a donation to take it home. 

 

All proceeds will go to our Ugandan friends! 

 

If San Joaquin’s Covid #’s continue to trend in the correct direction masks  

will likely not be required as this will be an outdoor event.  

If you have gently used or new items to donate for this event: 

Bring them to Holy Cross UMC by Sunday, July 11th
 

Drop-off on Sundays 9-10:20am or 11:30am-12pm 

Drop-off on Thursdays  1-4pm 

Call the office (209 472-2177) and ask to arrange a pick-up. 



Songs in the Night 
 
The well known and oft used phrase “songs in the night” originates from Job 35:10 when Elihu, Job’s young 
friend attempts to give Job a reason for his intense suffering.  Notables such as the great preacher Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon, and author CS Lewis have used this as the title of their works. The radio program with this 
title began in 1943 and continues today.  https://bbn1.bbnradio.org/english/home/all-programs/songs-in-the-
night-dr-erwin-lutzer/ 
 

Every summer a Mockingbird returns to our neighborhood and sings – many times at night when it is especially 
hot. One night I believe I counted 32 different “songs” sung by this bird. But recently, something has changed.  
When I hear the voice of this bird, I think of the songs God gives us in the dark seasons of our lives.  Recently, 
something has changed.  In our neighbor’s tree I hear a sad, one-note plaint from this bird.  I don’t know why, 
but the “songs in the night” are sung no longer.  None of the articles I have read give answer.  Perhaps one of you 
know and can share with me the reason. 
 

It reminds me of times in our lives when we can only groan.  During those times I take comfort in the knowledge 
that God’s Spirit “helps our weakness; for we do not know what to pray for as we should, but the 
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words…” Rom 8:26 NASB-20 
 

The story is told of the exceptionally beautiful Mockingbird who had a lovely voice but was arrogant.  The other 
birds were jealous and shunned Mockingbird.  One day a raging fire swept through the forest.  Mockingbird 
bravely saved many birds from death but in the process lost her beauty and was now the color of ashes.  (The 
Mayan word for this bird is Zenzotnle, or Cenzontle, the Spanish word for ashes is cenizes).  The birds were 
amazed at her willingness to rescue them to her own peril, even though they had shunned her. As a reward they 
all gave her permission to sing their songs. 
 

We have personally experienced the presence and peace of God in the pressure of suffering.  Yet there are times 
we feel alone.  We feel abandoned by God.  
 

The psalmists expressed the full range of human emotions: elation, rejoicing, thankfulness, fear, sadness, anger – 
yes, even at God. I encourage you to read the Psalms to express this full range of emotions as well as finding 
practical spiritual and everyday guidance. Sometimes I even try to make up a tune as I am reading the psalm. 
There are 150 psalms, you can read a psalm a day (or in the case of psalm 119, several days), and make it 
through them twice in a year. 
 

Music helps me when I am feeling sad, angry, depressed.  The song of my heart in a dark season is like the one-
note sad plaint of the Mockingbird.  But after my pity party I listen to the Spirit speaking through the Bible, family 
and friends, nature, even strangers, and slowly I recover my perspective.  God is in control and God loves me.  
Songs of joy return to my heart and lips, and I give thanks and praise to God. Perhaps God made the Mockingbird 
for people like me. 
 

Moses' sister Miriam led the Women’s Chorus of the Exodus in a mighty song of thanks and praise to the LORD 
who set them free from slavery and from pursuit by the army of Egypt. 
 

Paul and Silas sang (psalms most likely) after being beaten and imprisoned thanking and praising God for God’s 
power and love and for the honor of proclaiming the Gospel (Acts 16:25). 
 

I pray that you may find your song no matter the season of your soul.  James wrote to the Church:  Is anyone 
among you enduring hardship, let him/her pray, is anyone feeling cheerful, let him/her sing (the Greek word 
here is ψαλλέτω-psalleto, from ψαλλω -to sing). 
 

Blessings,  
Wayne Mock 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 6 Stephen Mitchell 
 8 Laura Maynard 
 9 Destiny Vea 
 9 Maliyah Matadi 
10 Saia Lomano 
13 Rudy Ceja 
14 Craig Wedegaertner 
15 Earl Rosendaul 
15 Junior Tonga 
20 Mau He Lotu Leone 
21 Amanda Tonga  
22 Judy Griffiths 
25 Bette Loosen 
28 Stan Gallagher 
29 Auggust Ceja-Ruiz 
31 Pat McCafferty 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARY 

  7 Cara & Anthony Dahl 
11 Ken & Rita Steele 
24 Vera & Lee Combs 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     I am happy to announce that Sham Lee-Sealey has 
volunteered to lead the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com 

     Kathy Nesmith and I will continue as Sham’s 
assistants and backups for the prayer ministry efforts.  I 
will continue to be available if you have questions, 
requests, or concerns. 

     I am grateful that Sham is choosing to answer this 
call to serve and thankful that I can be a conduit for her 
service. 

Blessings, Tracy Tennies 

Your Holy Cross Lay Leader   

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 

chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 

special needs.  You can also visit our website at 

holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 

PRAYER REQUEST. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is 
EMAIL.  If you would like to receive the Church 
News emails please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be 
glad to add you! You may also call the office at 209-
472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

Wildfire Bucket Assembly Event 

Saturday, July 10th  9am -12pm 
 

At Holy Cross United Methodist Church, 1200 W. Hammer Lane, Stockton 

On the sidewalk in front of classroom #10 
 

Contact Tracy Tennies tracyltennies@gmail.com  or call the church office @ 209 472-2177 

If you are interested and available to help with this vital ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Tracy Tennies 

Lunch will be provided on 
the church patio once our 

work is completed! 
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Thank you for your 

support with our 

Chicken Dinner & 

Night without a bed 

events!   
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UPCOMING SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

 

 As United Methodists, we have six annual offerings overseen by the denomination, and then we add on 
special seasonal giving opportunities and monthly communion gifting.  In all of these, you come through! 

 Looking across the summer, let me apprise you of the special efforts we will be supporting by our gifts, 
as well as our prayers.  If you give online, you will find a special fund designation for all but the August 
special offering, for which the designation of “communion offering” will suffice. 

 

• July 4 – Communion Offering: we will be wrapping up our month of giving for Family Promise as we 
help them prepare to begin their outreach to homeless families. 

• July 25 –  Christmas in July Offering: we will extend the Christmas spirit to Children’s Hope in Uganda, 
the school that aids children with disabilities, helping them gain the education needed to thrive. 

• August 1 – Communion Offering: we will again help fund the vital work of the 1TLC School here in 
Stockton, making a difference to the area’s poorest students. 


