
  

 At long last, I am preparing to participate in a continuing education event which has been 2½ years in the 
making.  On July 7, I am planning to fly to London to begin a 10-day Wesley Studies Pilgrimage, based in Salisbury, 
England.  Over those days the other pilgrims and I will study together, see important sights together, and be 
reinvigorated about the pertinence of John Wesley’s practical theology for the needs in our world today.  
Originally this pilgrimage was to have been held in July of 2020, then July of 2021…this time for sure! 

 My hope in attending this pilgrimage for a second time (I did it back in 2006) is to see how Wesley’s priorities 
and programs can be brought to bear on the needs in our congregation and community for increasing spiritual 
seeking and vital social sharing.  I expect to bring back some new and renewing ideas for how we can unite in 
service to Christ in the coming year. 

 Following the actual pilgrimage, Sybella will be joining me to spend another week in England seeing friends in 
Manchester (where I did a pastoral exchange in 2005), and spending a couple of days at the Royal Flower Show in 
Tatton Park.  After that we will visit a clergy colleague in Ipswich before heading to Denmark for four days with a 
family friend. 

 I am pleased to say that you will be in good hands during my absence as a wonderful array of preachers will be 
sharing the gospel with you during the final four weeks of the month.  [Details can be seen in the Worship Themes 
for July article.] 

 I am very thankful for the support the church is giving me in making this faith pilgrimage.  Engaging in the 
pastoral exchange in 2005 was the first time I ever ventured out of the United States.  Since then, I have had the 
opportunity to not only visit the United Kingdom and parts of Europe but also the Holy Land, Central America 
(Guatemala), and the Far East (South Korea).  Going on such trips has broadened my understanding of the 
wonders of God’s world and all that we share as human beings, wherever we call home.  I could wish that 
everyone had such opportunities; it would certainly undermine some of the prejudices which propagate among 
the ill-informed. 

 I covet your prayers for our safe travel and for meaningful education and experiences while we are away.  I 
will use my September column to let you know how things went and what you can expect for the fall and winter 
based on all that came my way while I was away. 

 Yours for Christ, 
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS FOR JULY  
 
Communion Offering--July 3rd   

AOET SPONSORED STUDENT  

     Our July communion offering is dedicated to the annual sponsorship for our student in Uganda, Prosper 
Nganyi.  Please be generous. 
     We just received the following update on Prosper from Molly Kline, the Program Manager for Operation One 
(the new name for AOET). 
     Prosper is in Senior 1 at Rehaboth High School. Prosper did very well on the national exams to graduate from 
Primary 7 (the last year of primary school in Uganda). Many children did not pass these exams due to the 
pandemic!  
     Prosper's schooling will go for six years. After the first four years (O level or "ordinary"), Prosper will get to 
choose whether ot test up into the A level (advanced) years of secondary school for two additional years (Senior 5 
and 6), which would prepare Prosper for University, or to switch to a trade school to prepare for a vocation.  
     Prosper is still living with his grandparents, Judith and Humphrey, who are getting older. His siblings, Treasure 
and Bridget, live with Prosper. Prosper is 18 years old. This is not uncommon for students in Uganda. They are often 
older than in the United States. This is due to gaps in education from poverty, and if a child has to repeat a grade.  
     Rehaboth is a school run by AOET and the headquarters for our child welfare office, so it's a great spot to be. It 
also has an EXCELLENT reputation in Uganda and is a high school with many extracurricular opportunities for 
students.                                                                                                                                   Submitted by Diane Morgali 
 
Christmas in July Offering—July 24th  
CHILDREN’S HOPE 

     Children’s Hope started in 2015 following my second trip to Uganda.  It was during that trip that I met Ssozi 
Juma the director of CH.  In 2016 CH became a registered Community Based Organization. 
     We started sponsoring children with physical disabilities in local primary schools in 2015 and opened the school 
for deaf students in 2016.  We began employing two teachers of the deaf at that time and rented a little two room 
building to house a classroom and program office. 
     In 2016 Holy Cross donated the funds to start a school breakfast and lunch program.  That provided materials to 
build a kitchen shed, required pots and dishes, beans, rice and maize flour and employment of a parent as cook. 
     We’ve remodeled an additional two rooms to accommodate dividing students into levels for more focused 
learning. 
     Then all schools in Uganda were closed for most of two years during the worst of the pandemic.  During that 
time we worked to provide support to as many families as possible.  Most are very poor, working as day labor and 
jobs were lost at that time.  We did what we could to keep them housed and fed.  We also continued to pay our 
employees during this time. 
     In January 2022 the schools opened once again!  While everyone was so happy, it took a lot of work to bring 
students back together and reestablish programs.  We now have two students in a boarding vocational training 
program, two in secondary school, three primary students in boarding school, and five in a special class for 
students with multiple disabilities.  In addition to the school for the deaf and five or six in regular primary schools. 
 
Our current goals are - 
- to move our office and deaf program to a new safer and more secure site 
- to expand the educational offerings for the deaf students 
- to increase the number of students with physical disabilities we sponsor in local schools 
- to begin a process for sponsorship of students through donations 
- to employ and maintain a teaching staff with more varied skills 
- to begin the first phase (clearing, preparation of the land and laying the foundation of the first building) of 
building the Children’s Hope Education Center.  We completed the purchase of five plots of land for this purpose in 
2021.                                                                  Submitted by Kathy Kimber 
 



WORSHIP THEMES FOR JULY 
 I greatly appreciate my colleagues in ministry who have said that they will take a week filling in 
to preach during my absence after the first Sunday of the month.  Be sure to be on hand—in 
person or online to hear the gospel preached well by a wondrous variety of my friends. 

Sunday, July 3                                            4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-14; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 Sermon: Recognizing God’s Grace 
 Our Communion offering this month will go to support Prosper Nganyi, a high school student in 
Ugandan whom we sponsor through Operation One (formerly AOET).                       (see facing page) 
 
Sunday, July 10 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Psalm 127; Luke 12:22-31 
 Sermon: Be Not Anxious!  
 The Rev. Dave Thompson, preaching 
 
Sunday, July 17 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Luke 10:38-42 
 Sermon: Permission to Say No 
 Vaitafa Heimoana, preaching 
 
Sunday, July 24 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Genesis 2:4b-7; Ezekiel 37:1-10; John 20:19-23 
 Sermon: Breath: Receptivity and Resourcefulness 
 The Rev. Alexis Easton, preaching 
 We will celebrate Christmas in July, and invite donations to support Children’s Hope school in 
Uganda, where those with disabilities can receive a good education.                          (see facing page) 
 
Sunday, July 31 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Luke 12:13-21 
 Sermon: How Much Is Enough? 
 The Rev. Dr. Tevita Vaikona, preaching 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR AUGUST  
 
Communion Offering—August 1st  

ONE CHARTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (Formally known as TLC School) 

One Charter Elementary School is part of the San Joaquin County Office of Education’s alternative 

elementary program.  It is designed to serve students whose families are experiencing homelessness and 

are unable to attend or do not have a school of origin.  The school, formally known as the TLC School, has 

been serving students in San Joaquin County for 30 years with the goal of helping children obtain social 

emotional and academic stability while their families work on obtaining housing stability. The nonprofit, 

TLC Foundation has helped support the school financially throughout its existence by helping to provide for 

clothing, school supply, field trips, community building resources, transportation and extra staffing needs 

so that the needs of this vulnerable population can best be met.                     Submitted by Temple Gallagher 



The news is telling us that we are in for some “Hot Days & Nights”.  That isn’t encouraging given it makes the 
power grid work overtime or worse it can go down.  I had a friend that was born in Chicago many years 
ago, she told me that in the summer in those hot muggy nights she and her family and the neighbors would all 
go to the local park to sleep.  WOW!  How things have changed.  We wouldn’t even think about going to the 
park to sleep even if the whole neighborhood went with us.  It’s sad that so many of us are afraid to go to the 
grocery store after dark. 
 
The Good News is that we have a Savior who cares for us.  Even sometimes when we cry, “Where are you 
God?”  He might even be carrying us.  It reminds me of the poem “Footprints”.  He also says “when two or 
more are gathered in his name, there I am also”.  Well we are gathering on the First and Third Tuesdays from 
10:00-11:30 in Room 5.  Some of us might be putting together sleeping bags for the homeless; some might be 
sewing dresses for our newest project, “Dress a Girl in Africa”.  There are Bags of Grace that can be sewn and 
filled with hygiene items which are donated by our generous Holy Cross family; Some people like to iron so 
that the dresses are easier to sew together.  There are no requirements to join us, perhaps one, a loving heart 
that finds doing something in a group isn’t work at all.  I talk a lot about my mom but she always said, “Many 
hands make light work”.  So come lend your hands and your heart and join us.  If transportation is a 
problem, it isn’t because we can find a way to make it happen. 
 
Next Meeting Dates:   Tuesday, July 5th and Tuesday, July 19th from 10:00-11:30 am 
    Tuesday, August 2nd and Tuesday, August 16th from 10:00-11:30 am 
 

Happy 4th of July and God Bless America  
Judith Ernst, Convener       1-209-594-6434 Home, 1-858-922-6434  Cell 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle JULY 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 The month of June has flown by fast. I can’t believe that July is already upon us.  I 

am headed on a vacation to the beach and hopefully looking to get a reprieve from the heat.  

I will be back in the office the 3rd week of July.  This issue of the newsletter is combined 

since I am gone for a few weeks and Pastor Gary is gone for the month.  I wanted to thank 

you again for all the prayers when Addison and I were sick and I am so thankful for this 

wonderful church family!       

     Blessings and love,   Temple 

 

 

 

      

 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 6 Stephen Mitchell 
 8 Laura Maynard 
 9 Destiny Vea 
 9 Maliyah Matadi 
10 Saia Lomano 
13 Rudy Ceja 
13 Vaitafa Heimoana 
14 Craig Wedegaertner 
15 Earl Rosendaul 
15 Junior Tonga 
20 Mau He Lotu Leone 
21 Amanda Tonga  
22 Judy Griffiths 
25 Bette Loosen 
28 Stan Gallagher 
29 Auggust Ceja-Ruiz 
31 Pat McCafferty 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 7 Cara & Anthony Dahl 
11 Ken & Rita Steele 
24 Vera & Lee Combs 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please 
send any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We 
are grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would 
like to receive the Church News emails 
please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   
We will be glad to add you! You may also call the 
office at 209-472-2177. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
5 Aliva Okusi Jr.  
6 Ele Lomano 
7 Suni Pilivi 
9 Stephanie Maynard 
9 Sally Cain 
10 Jeremy Tostie 
11 Diana Gallegos 
12 Richard Ernst 
14 David Ramirez 
15 Bob McCafferty 
24 Lupe Eva 
24 Ana Vanila Siale 
27 Grace Ramirez 
30 Diane Morgali 
30 Kylie Dahl 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 8 Lucy & Jim Dahlstrom 
 9 Vi & Bob Armstrong 
 9 Bob & Pat McCafferty 
15 Carl & Gayla Wimer  
31 Lorrie & Al Hoslett 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


     Those who choose to serve at the attendance/check-in table fill an especially vital role of how we 
show hospitality to those who come through our doors. This is much more than taking attendance! 
This is our Holy Cross Welcoming Team. This is the first chance for us tell each person that comes 
through the door “We’re glad you’re here!.”  This important message is given through welcoming 
words, a cheerful attitude, and answers to any questions.  
     We ask that, in addition to welcoming, noting attendance, and answering questions, the person 
(s) serving at the check-in table offer each person whatever handouts are available for the service, a 
facemask (as needed), and a Listening device (as needed). 
     We ask that persons serving at the check-in table be at the table by 10:10am, plan to stay there 
until after the first hymn to provide for any late comers, and at the end of the service to note the 
total # in attendance at the bottom of the first page of the attendance sheet.  
     Please contact me at tracyltennies@gmail.com or 209-327-7072 to be added to the schedule of 
volunteers serving at the check-in table. We would appreciate your help and participation! 
 

Be a part of the Holy Cross Welcoming Team! 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 8/20 
for the SEPTEMBER 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

Grapevine newsletter update 

     If you haven’t  notice yet, this is the July and August issue 

combined.  We combined as much as we had available this month 

to give to you, the readers.  If you haven’t yet signed up for our 

emails, please submit to holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  We will be 

glad to add your email to our list.  We send updated and most 

current events through emails weekly.   

mailto:tracyltennies@gmail.com


Children’s Hope, Jinja 
When Children’s Hope, Jinja was established in 2015 as a community group it was with the goal of serving children 
and adults with disabilities in the local community.  In most cases this meant funding the enrollment of children 
with physical or learning disabilities in local schools.  However, for children who were hard of hearing or deaf it 
meant the establishment of a school to address their unique needs.   
 
In 2016 Children’s Hope was registered as a recognized Community Based Organization and the School for the 
Deaf began in a small two room building with two wonderful teachers and twenty plus students.  Among those 
students were ten year old Salima and Joel.  In the time since then, they have been devoted students working 
hard to pass year end exams every year.   
 
Three years ago it was determined they would benefit from the opportunity to attend a more comprehensive 
program where they had more similar peers.  To accomplish this they needed to attend as boarding students.  The 
women of Joy Circle came to our aide and help provide the funding to make their enrollment possible.  They 
attended boarding school two years and were our first students to take the National Leaving Exams required to 
move from primary to secondary level programs.  (This was inspite of the Ugandan national closures of all school 
programs.) 
 
Joel and Salima are both now enrolled in the Uganda National Association of the Deaf Vocational Resource 
Center.  Joel enrolled in carpentry and Salima enrolled in tailoring and fashion design.  They will be attending as 
boarding students in these two year programs.   
 
I am so proud of these two students and grateful for the support they have received through Holy Cross to be 
ready for this step! 

Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

Joel & Salima talking with program staff while waiting to register. Vocational resource program enrolling Joel & Salima. 

Van loaded with all the 

supplies required for boarding 

students in Uganda. 



Family Promise Host Week 
AUGUST 14-21, 2022 
Volunteers Needed 

 
     Once again we at Holy Cross are approaching our rotation as a Host Congregation in support of Family 
Promise, San Joaquin County, June  26th - July 3rd.  We will accomplish our mission with the assistance of 
our Support Congregations - First Congregational Church and Crosstown Community Church.  Volunteers 
from the three congregations are making it possible for families with children to receive needed support in 
order to obtain sustainable housing for their families.  It has been a challenge to find sufficient volunteers, 
especially as overnight hosts.  Please consider being a volunteer in whatever capacity - overnight host, 
evening activity time, sharing dinner, etc., all are encouraged!!  Our next rotation will be August 14 - 21, 
2022!! 
 

     As families leave the host church each morning, they are delivered by the Family Promise van to the Day 
Center.  The Family Promise Day Center provides daily central services to the families as they work toward 
their individual goals.  In the late afternoon, the families are returned by the van to the host church for 
dinner and evening activities.  Recently required funds were raised and renovation has begun to expand 
existing bathing and laundry facilities for use by the families, as some host churches do not have such 
facilities available.  
 

     FYI - During our rotation weeks, Joe and Sham Sealy are our van drivers.  Please consider being a Family 
Promise volunteer! 
 
     For us to fulfill our part, volunteers are essential!  Starting on Sunday afternoon each week we need 
volunteers to:  
 set up and make the guest beds 
 prepare and serve dinner (each night) 
 spend after dinner time with children and adults, homework help (each night) 
 be overnight hosts (each night) 
 set up and serve breakfast (each morning) 
 dismantle beds and help load in the van (following Sunday morning) 
 launder sheets and blankets, store for next assigned week 
 

     A minimum of 2 volunteers are needed for each of these tasks.  Setting up and taking apart the beds could 
use 3-4, if possible.   
     Please sign-up to help where you can.  There is a sign-up across from the check-in table in the social hall.  
Or call, text or email Kathy Kimber at 209-603-1129, Katkim49@gmail.com.  Or call, email the church office. 

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our 
church yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening 
is more manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

JULY 30th & AUGUST 27th  9:00 am—11:00 am 



Submitted by Wayne Mock 

DAY OF IN(TER)DEPENDENCE 

This year these United States are 246 years old. But the great experiment in Democracy seems in jeopardy more than 

ever.  The hallmark of our nation is life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. And the great debate is what that may 

actually mean.  It seems, to me, that for a growing number of people it means, ‘I can and will live my life in absolute 

liberty to do anything I will and can do for my happiness’. A neighbor recently told me that they keep their home AC at 

74˚, 24/7.  His attitude is, ‘me and mine first and forever’.  Many of our leaders have had the same concept about the 

USA.  It’s us against the world. We will operate on shifting ethics to maintain our standard of living regardless of who 

may be harmed.  The concept ‘no man/nation is an island’ is remote from our general national attitude.  Am I being too 

harsh? Maybe.  It just so sad to me that the Church of Jesus Christ in these latter days is so impotent, so inaudible, so 

imperiled by enemies without and within.  I am reminded of Luke 18:8, “But when the Son of man comes, shall he 

indeed find faith on the earth?”, Darby’s Translation.  The answer seems doubtful. 

In our nation we do enjoy a great amount of “freedom” to pursue our happiness. Yet every one of our freedoms is 

limited and conditioned on how others may be affected. 

In the Church too, there is freedom.  To begin with when one comes into the Church, the family of God, the Body of 

Christ, it is initiated by an act of liberation, a setting free. Paul wrote to the Colossians that they were set free FROM the 

power and authority of darkness and transferred  TO the authority and power of his beloved Son., Col. 1:13.  Jesus said, 

the truth will set you free, and if it should be that the son sets you free, you will indeed, actually, and certainly be free. 

John 8:32,36 (my expanded version) 

This freedom is not only FROM something but is also TO and FOR something; FROM darkness TO light – the kingdom of 

God’s beloved Son. Having been placed in the Church, the Body of Christ, over whom Christ is head/king, there are 

expectations of us.  For this to work, there must be not independence, to do what I want without regard to others, or to 

God, but interdependence.  Our freedom was the most expensive thing in all of creation. It cost God his very best – his 

only Son. This is so far above our understanding that only in heaven will we come to a better understanding of what 

this really means. 

Our interdependence has a personal aspect: “Wait, what!? Don’t you understand that your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit within you – that God gave you? You are NOT your own person. God paid the highest price possible for 

you.  So, honor God, and make God’s name beautiful, by living your best life for God through your God-given body”. 

1 Cor. 6:19-20 (my very contemporary version) 

Our interdependence has a social aspect: For like the human body is a unit with many parts, all the many parts form 

a unit. It is the same with Christ. In Christ we were all immersed into a single, unified body…, 1 Cor 12:12-14 (me, 

again)  Paul writes to the Ephesians, I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live worthy of your God-calling, 

with complete humility, gentleness, and patience, putting up with one another IN LOVE, being quick to and 

exerting yourself to guard the unity of the Spirit (who is the life of the Body) in the bonds, the ligaments (which hold 

the body together). Eph 3: 1-3.  Each member of the Body has a job to do. “…until we all attain to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity as measured by the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be 

children, …carried about by every (new, trendy) wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love (lit. truth-ing in love), we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 

head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 

each part is working properly, makes the body grow to build itself up in love.” Eph 3:13-16. 

The eastern culture has for millennia had a sense of family and state before the individual.  So foreign to us is that 

concept, it seems wrong.  But to understand it helps when reading the Bible, especially the Old Testament.  And yet, 

the Church is to be countercultural, no matter the culture. So much to say. I welcome further discussion on this. 

But, meanwhile, let us sing loudly and together: 

THEY WILL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE. 
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
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