
 I am writing this on December 23rd, hence in anticipation of what will occur in a scant two days as our family 
gathers to celebrate Christmas.  If all the travel plans come together both of our sons—Isaac and Elisha, Elisha’s 
wife Artemis, my sister Judy, and my mother-in-law Kathleen will gather to commemorate Jesus’ birth through 
feasting and gift-sharing with Sybella and me. 

 I have been striving to complete woodworking projects for Artemis, Eli, and Isaac for the past few weeks, and 
am pleased with the results: nothing fancy, but thoroughly functional.  I hope they are pleased when they get 
them. 

 As I completed the actual projects with a few days in-hand, I decided to get a little tricky in the packaging by 
creating boxes which will house a portion of their gift above a panel which will seclude the greater gift until it is 
carefully removed.  So, in short, the upper compartment is the tease, the hidden compartment is the more 
impressive portion of the gift.  On this side of that day, I am hoping everything works well.   

 As we move into a New Year, when hopes arise for something more, something better, let me invite each of 
us to consider how we might go deeper in 2022.  How might you and I move past the superficial things, slide the 
panel back to revelation so that we may entertain greater hopes, search for deeper understanding, and engage in 
more disciplined behavior that will help us grasp God’s grace in more life-giving ways? 

 At the Covenant Renewal Service on New Year’s Eve, we will contemplate some specific areas that can help 
grow our connection with Christ.  That event will take place online through our website: www.holycrossumc.us at 
5:00 p.m. on December 31.  If you miss it, the resources inviting your reflection and resolutions will be available at 
our website or in print form in the Social Hall for the next few Sundays. 

 As I have been considering how the Lord would have me refocus my efforts in 2022, I am sensing a call to 
invest more time and energy into hymn-writing and hymn-singing as a spiritual discipline—something I enjoy 
doing but often allow to be crowded out by other tasks.  If you find yourself singing more hymns next year with 
yours truly listed as the author, then you will know I’m being faithful to that call. 

 For you it might be more time reading the Bible, and/or pausing to pray daily, and/or spending time with 
other like-minded believers to discuss matters vital to your faith: truth is, these three activities are foundational to 
a healthy life in Christ.  As I am urging folks on the 31st, be sure to put the big rocks in the jar first—those matters 
which help establish a resilient faith in a believer. 

 My prayer for each of us is that we will wait upon the Lord for guidance as to the steps God would have us 
take—the priorities God would have us make—so that we might draw nearer to God.  If you aren’t sure where to 
start, be in touch: hcpastorg@gmail.com.  

 Yours for Christ, 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR JANUARY 
 The Sundays in January begin with the Wise Men coming to the baby Jesus, then 
advance through his baptism and the beginning of his ministry. 

Sunday, January 5 Epiphany Sunday 

 Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 Sermon: Drawing the Circle Wider 

 We will celebrate Holy Communion as part of our worship. 

Sunday, January 9 Baptism of the Lord 

 Scriptures: Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 Sermon: Seeking after the Holy Spirit 

Sunday, January 16 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

    Human Relations Day 

Scriptures: Isaiah 62:1-5; John 2:1-11 

 Sermon: TBD (Pastor Gary may be on the Snow Trip) 

Sunday, January 23 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Scriptures: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; Luke 4:14-21 

 Sermon: When the Word Comes Alive 

Sunday, January 30 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Scriptures: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 

  Luke 4:21-30 

 Sermon: Speaking on Behalf of God 

Special Offerings in January 
 We will collect our monthly Communion Offering on Sunday, January 2, with 
the proceeds going to support our youth as they seek to fund their annual trip to 
Kings Beach for Snow Camp.  Your generosity will help ensure a lively weekend 
away. 

 On Sunday, January 16 we will also collect for our Human Relations Day 
offering, one of the six denominational offerings collected each year.  The funds 
we collect will support community developers, voluntary services, and youth 
offender rehabilitation.  



GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 1/20 

for the FEBRUARY 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE….. 

Stewardship Reminder— If you have not already returned your 2022 Tithing card you 

may do so by mailing it to our church: 

Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
ATTN: Financial Secretary 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA 95209 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR and may it be one of Health for ALL!!  2021 had MANY challenges but with God’s help many 
of us made it through, PRAISE GOD !!  We prayed for those who lost loved ones during the Pandemic.  So 
many people were affected in other ways, lose of jobs, homes, businesses.  But we didn’t lose Hope.  I have 
decided that HOPE will be my word for this year.  The word HOPE is mentioned over 25 times in the Bible.  My 
favorite verse is: 
  
 “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man sees, why does he 
yet hope for?  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. ”Romans 8:24-25”. 
 
What will J-O-Y Circle look like in 2022?  Will our Sleeping Bag & Bags of Grace ministries restart?  Are there 
new ministries we can become involved in?  We must realize that our numbers have decreased as our ladies 
ages & health have changed.  Do you have ideas that we could implement in our meeting times? How can we 
continue to be Christ’s hand and feet on this earth? Speaking of our Earth, what part could we play in taking 
better care of our Earth?   
 
I would like to thank everyone who baked and plated the delicious delights, and of course to all of you 
who purchased them! We made over $333.00 that we can use to further our ministries. 
 
Our meetings will continue to be the second Tuesday of the month at 10:00 to 11:30 to give us more time for 
Fellowship.  Our meetings will be in the Fellowship Hall or Room 5 depending on what we are doing. 
 
January Birthdays:  Vi Armstrong—30th 
 
God Bless & Keep You, Judith Ernst, Convener 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle JANUARY 



 
FAMILY PROMISE OF SAN JOAQUIN 

NEWS… 
 

A note from Family Promise of San Joaquin Executive Director, Jory Gwasdoff: 

     I would love to have you join me in the San Joaquin Continuum of Care Point in 

Time count (PIT)! I am volunteering in Stockton on January 31st. You can sign up with the link below or 

respond directly to this email with your name, email address, phone number, and date/location you wish to 

volunteer and I will pass the info to the PIT organizers. 

     Our Family Promise congregations are supportive of the unhoused community and congregants may find 

this to be a meaningful experience. 

 
The San Joaquin Continuum of Care is seeking at least 
500 volunteers to help conduct the 2022 Point in Time 
Count, a bi-annual effort to determine the total number of 
individuals living unsheltered in the county. The goal of this 
effort is to collect vital data to inform local strategies and 
policies to address housing and homelessness in our region. 
 
To volunteer, people must meet the following criteria: be 18 
years or older; complete a 30-minute orientation prior to the 
day of the count; and commit to a 3-4 hour volunteer 
shift during one of the PIT Count events. 

  
2022 PIT Count Event Dates and Command Centers: 
●     January 25 — Manteca City Hall, 6 am – 5 pm 
●     January 26 — Gravity Church, Lodi, 7 am – 1 pm 
●     January 27 — Tracy City Hall & Tracy Community Connections Center, 6 am – 5 pm 
●     January 31 — Stockton Civic Auditorium & Alliance Church, Stockton, 6 am – 5 pm 
  
Volunteers can sign up and learn more by visiting https://bit.ly/PITcount2022. 
Registrations will close on 1/14/2022. 
 
Kathy Kimber 
Family Promise Liaison  

https://familypromisesjc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa9feb11c8ef1671e19cca591&id=737fa78fbf&e=c4a287a40b


Children’s Hope, Jinja 
     There is good news from Uganda - the Minister of Education has declared all schools will 
open for the new school year on January 10, 2022.  This is cause for great celebration as the 
schools have been closed, with the exception of a couple of months last year, for nearly two 
years.  In our determination to be ready when this day arrived, we have continued to pay our 
teachers and maintain the rent on our program office and school classrooms.  Unfortunately, 
the climate is hard on classroom desks and supplies when they are not in use.  Ssozi Juma, his friends and school 
staff are working on repairs and replacements to be ready for our first day. 
     For the Christmas holiday we were able to provide food supplies for a holiday meal for our families.  Meat, rice, 
bread, bananas and cooking oil were distributed by Ssozi Juma and his friends to approximately thirty families.  
Our small banana plantation on the Children’s HOPE land continues to produce fruit to help our families. 
     All involved with Children’s HOPE, Jinja - the children, their families, adults in the community with disabilities, 
staff and community members and friends - are grateful for the care and support given by Holy Cross UMC and our 
other friends that make our services possible.  Please pray for the children of Uganda and their teachers as they 
begin again!             Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

Families receiving supplies for holiday meals 

and food distribution 

Entrance to the current 

Children’s HOPE, Jinja program 

office and classrooms 



 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
2 Joanna Silamuli   
4 Samantha Maynard 
5 Wayne Mock 
9 Tiola Vea 
10 Manuopea Heimoana 
13 Kathy Nesmith 
17 Tufui Motuliki 
18 Emosi Raura 
19 Cara Dahl 
24 Emelda Simmons 
25 Suzan Wedegaertner 
25 Leslie Potter 
25 Scott Benesh 
28 Aliva Okusi 
29 Dan Carlo Cruz 
30 Vi Armstrong 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful that Sham is 
serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

Greetings Holy Cross family, 
 

     Many of you have heard about my new home; here 
is where I am located: 

6706 Tam O Shanter Drive SPC#89 
Stockton, CA. 95210 

Gate code = #089. (When you enter this code the 
“gate” will call my phone and then I press a key to 
open the gate.) 
My phone # and email remain the same: 

209 327-7072   tracyltennies@gmail.com 
     Mere words can not express my gratitude for all of 
your prayers and support while I went through the 
process of finding, buying, and moving into my new 
home.  Holy Cross UMC is truly a family who 
showers each other with love and prayers and I am so 
thankful to be among you! 
A special blessing on you all and much love, 
Tracy Tennies 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
mailto:tracyltennies@gmail.com


M U S I C  N O T E S 

Sing a New Song 

January, named after the Roman god Janus, reflects on the past and looks forward to the future. 

     The new year brings new hopes and plans. What are yours?  Mine include renewing our music program.  It would be 

superb to have our choirs and smaller groups sing and play again, lifting our worship in mighty sound. “The trumpeters and 

singers joined together as one to praise and thank the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other musical instru-

ments, they began to sing, praising the Lord: ‘Yes, God is good! Yes, God’s faithful love lasts forever!’ Then a cloud [the 

cloud of God’s glory] filled the Lord’s temple.” 2 Chron 5:13 CEB 

     As we begin the new year, I look forward to singing a NEW SONG with you. Our lives have been filled with uncertainty, 

restriction, and unusual limitations for too long. It’s time we sing a new, fresh, and restoring song, yes, even in the midst of 

on-going uncertainty to renew our spirits and fill them with the spirit of joy. 

     In the Scriptures the phrase “new song” is used nine times:  Psalms: 33:3; 40:3 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; also Isa 42:10; 

and Rev 5:9, 14:3. Every instance speaks of or implies singing this ‘new song’. 

     In English ‘new’ can mean first time in existence, or new to me.  When I was taking French at the U, I learned that there 

are different words for ‘first time new’, vs ‘new to me’.  In the Hebrew scriptures the word most often used to mean new 

as we understand it is (  chadash). The ‘ch’ sound is like the ‘ch’ in Bach, but more like clearing your throat. Not that you ָחַדׁש

care, but now you know. 

     CHADASH is used to mean something fresh, like a song not yet ever heard, newly composed. We have sung many new 

songs in our worship services recently (to the irritation of some of you – my apologies). While the lyrics are ‘new’ to us, so 

we say it is a new song, we often use a familiar tune so it is easier to sing the words. Several of the psalms are directed to 

be sung to a known tune. For example, in Psa. 22 the superscription (title) is: “A psalm of David, on ‘Doe of the Dawn’”. We 

assume that it was a song known by the musicians.  Perhaps it was new to some of them. 

     When Israel walked out of slavery “Moses and the children of Israel” sang a mighty hymn which was then echoed by Aa-

ron’s sister, Miriam and the woman of Israel.  You can read the words in Exodus 15. That was a new song for a new day, a 

new start. 

     CHADASH is also used to mean rebuild, repair or restore. In Psalm 51:10 David asked God to create in him a ‘new’ heart. 

So devastating was his sin David felt that God had to start over and create a new heart.  To ancient peoples the heart ra-

ther than the brain was the seat of wisdom, emotions, the conscience, and the soul/spirit of a person.  In the following cou-

plet he asks God to set up a new spirit within him. 

     When we suffer loss we can respond in anger and bitterness or in humility before God.  Often anger comes first, then in 

our cry to God we begin to recognize God’s love for us even under the circumstances, and we learn something about our-

selves, others, and especially about God. Unless and until we learn to sing the new song God has put in our heart and on 

our lips, our life is discordant. 

     When God does something wonderful in your life, sing about it.  So many of our hymns come from such experiences.  

The wonder-full may be a happy occasion or it may be that God is leading us through the valley of the shadow of death.  

“Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, ‘It is well, it is well with my soul.”   

     Some of you may be more of the making-melody-in-your-heart type rather than the singing-out-loud-type. Whatever 

your preference:  

Indeed, God does put a new song in our mouths (Ps 40:1-3). Don’t’ keep it to yourself! 





UPCOMING EVENTS 
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

 


