
     A lot has been said about the eagerness of many of us to see 2020 in our rear view mirror as we race into 2021: 
it has been quite a year!  My aim in the next few paragraphs is to remind us of some of the important events and 
insights of 2020 which will help us serve Christ better in this New Year. 

 Early on in the year, we made some great strides in intercultural cooperation both through the annual Snow Trip 
to Kings Beach and then the beginning of the confirmation class which saw 14 of our youth (both Anglo and 
Islander) begin studying with mentors (both Islander and Anglo) with the aim of possibly joining in membership on 
Pentecost.  While the pandemic shelved those aims for the remainder of 2020, look for them to be revived in 2021. 

 The sudden cessation of in-person worship services caught us—and most churches—unprepared.  I am so 
grateful that—with a mere two days’ notice—our tech folks (that is: Ryan Dahl and his father Anthony) were able 
to get us online via our Facebook page so that people could hear the Word of God and enjoy some sense of 
community.  Although nothing will take the place of gathering together in the same space, for now we can gather—
and God is using that! 

 The needful distancing also prompted us to direct a lot of attention toward the development of a viable website 
which can connect us in new and helpful ways.  I am so grateful to the work of Laura Morales, who ran with the 
opportunity and created an online portal which allows us communicate, participate, and donate.  Keep watching—it 
is just going to get better!  [www.holycrossumc.us]  

 Technology has also allowed us to meet as committees, Bible study groups, Sunday School classes, and 
fellowship gatherings.  Being able to stay connected in such ways allows us to keep safe distance from each other 
until it is truly safe to come together again.  My Monday Bible Study and Wednesday Night Live Zoomers events 
have helped me keep in touch with several folks in a very consistent way. 

 I often imagine how much harder it would be if—like during the 1918 pandemic—we did not possess the 
capability to be so readily in touch with others.  I thank God for computers and cell phones and the like: Zoom 
meetings, Facetime interactions, even simple voice calls and emails allow us to affirm one another in timely 
ways—a very Christian response to the challenges of living through this pandemic. 

 All of this said, I want to put on my preacher “hat” and urge each and every one of us to stay the course, to keep 
our healthy distances even as vaccines are being distributed and we increasingly yearn for a return to “normal.”   
From many of the reports I have heard, I do not expect us to return to in-person worship until this summer.  As 
those days draw nearer, it will undoubtedly become more and more difficult to keep our distance, to ensure one 
another’s health: let us not grow weary in doing good to all. 

 As we enter 2021, we will continue to advance through our congregational focus: The Bible Speaks to Me.  We 
will seek to innovate in ways of gathering as fellowship groups, confirmation class, and the like.  We will offer 
opportunities to be generous with our resources for those near and far facing acute needs.  In short, we will strive to 
be faithful to God’s call upon us to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly—great aims for any year. 

 Yours for Christ, 

Pastors Ponderings 
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THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO ME 

 During January, we will continue our exploration of important Old Testament 
events and people as we make our way through the Scriptures from Genesis through 
Acts.  Here are the topics for the first month of the New Year: 

 

January 3 A New Leader: Joshua 

 Scriptures for the week:  Numbers 13:1-2, 30-31; 14:1-2, 6-10; 32:10-13 

  Deuteronomy 31:1-3, 7-8; 34:1-9; Joshua 1:1-18 

 

January 10 Conquering the Promised Land 

 Scriptures for the week: Joshua 3;1-17; 4:1-24; 5:10-12; 6:1-27; 10:40-43;  

  24:1, 13-31 

 

January 17 Judges Govern Israel 

 Scriptures for the week: Judges 2:7-19; 3:5-7; 6:1-40; 7:1-25; 21:25 

 

January 24 Ruth Is Redeemed 

 Scriptures for the week: Ruth, chapters 1 – 4 

 

January 31 Samuel Listens to God 

 Scriptures for the week: 1 Samuel 1:1-2, 5, 9-28; 2:11; 3:1-21; 8:1-22; 16:1-23 

SHARE JESUS HOUR and A KIDS WALK THRU THE BIBLE 
 
Happy New Year !!  2020 has been quite a year.  Still every new day is a gift filled with new possibilities.  We 
have missed being with our young people.  We have “Zoomed” 
thru Bible stories from Abraham to Zachariah.  We’ve touched on the Birth of Christ. 
It has been a pleasure to work & play, and I did say Play with young people  of Holy 
Cross.   
 
It is now time to announce that Rita Steele and Judith Ernst are retiring as of 
January.  Leslie Potter will be taking a temporary leave of absence.  I (Judith) have 
some other projects that I am interested in pursuing.  I have taught “Sunday School” 
for 50 years.  We need to have new people with new ideas to impart the Word of God 
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”. 
 
May God Bless you and your families and keep you in His care. 
 



FOOD INSECURE? 

 

 One of the biggest threats to any individual 
or family in these COVID days is food insecurity, 
the inability to put enough food on the table.  
Here at Holy Cross, we have a well-endowed 
Love Fund that can help. 

 If you are in need of money to buy food, or 
know someone who really needs some help, 
please contact me so that a donation from the 
Love Fund can be put to use alleviating the 
need. 

 The best ways to reach me are by my cell 
phone (775) 530-7418, either by talk or text.  If 
you choose to email me, please use this email 
(as my usual is on the fritz): 
pastorgaryps@gmail.com.  

FOOD INSECURE? 

    Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each 

week and would love to invite you to 

attend.  Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

• Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

• Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing 

fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 1/22  

for the February issue.  

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

 
 
 
 
 
     We entered 2020 with great expectations and fantastic backing from you, our supporters. We approach 
2021 with new expectations and new ideas of how to serve homeless families. Until the pandemic is gone 
and we can safely shelter families in our congregations, we ask you to support our new plans for 
programs in the community that serve the homeless with food, clothing, personal hygiene items and 
Corona-virus protection supplies. 
     Because of your past generosity, we will be ready to hire an executive director in January. The director 
will coordinate our pandemic projects, and help us ready our post-pandemic rotational program, which 
may include efforts to prevent homelessness by forestalling evictions of families. And, of course, when 
public health circumstances allow, we look forward to opening our Day Center and sheltering families 
with the help of our Host and Support Congregations.    www.familypromisesjc.org  

mailto:pastorgaryps@gmail.com
mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com
https://familypromisesjc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46782579d55e97296fb072d57&id=8c7fa181f8&e=220fe17536


Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

4 Samantha Maynard 

5  Wayne Mock 

9 Tiola Vea 

13 Kathy Nesmith 

18 Emosi Raura 

19 Cara Dahl 

20 Garrett Burke 

24 Emelda Simmons 

25 Suzan Wedegaertner 

25 Leslie Potter 

29 Dan Carlo Cruz 

30 Vi Armstrong 

January 2021 
 

Happy New Year !!  It seems like forever since we have met.  I have missed seeing 
you All.  Our sister, Mary Wedegaertner, will be missed.  I am praying that 2021 
will be a time of health and healing for our church, community, country,  and our 
world.     
 
On January 19th, we are going to try to do a Zoom meeting at 10 AM.  If you have a 
computer,  I or someone else can give you instructions on how to connect.  I will 
need your computer address to send you an invitation to join.  Also this Zoom 
meeting can be accessed if you have a smart phone.   
 
Please remember our members who are alone during this time of sheltering in 
place with a phone call or a card.  This time is hard enough when you have 
someone who is sharing it with you, let alone if you face it alone. 
 
May God Bless you and keep you in His Care, Judith Ernst 

Calling All Emails: 

One great communication tool the church uses is EMAIL.  If 

you would like to receive the Church News emails please 

send an email to the Church office at 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add you! 

You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 



     The prayer chain is available by email.  If interested in receiving 

the email version of the prayer chain, please email Kathy Nesmith at 

nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The prayer chain provides 

prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  You can also 

visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click 

on PRAYER REQUEST. 

Are you covered? 
 
     Recently I was meditating on Psalm 61. I love the psalms. They speak to any concern or condition 
you can think of. And, as a musician, I love that these are songs sung at worship, or maybe even in 
personal time. This one seems like a Psalm for our time. 
     The author, attributed to David, cries out to Elohim, the Mighty God. In vs 2 he says that from the 
ends of the earth- no matter where he is– he will keep crying out, to God when his heart is 
overwhelmed. The word here has the sense of turning aside to cover or to shelter. Sounds familiar, 
right? 
     We have been advised to shelter in place during this crisis. Just as it seemed we were emerging again 
into the light of day, we had to turn aside again and shelter. Many around us have chosen to ignore the 
danger. Sadly, this has led to greater danger, and in too many instances, heartbreak. Over and over we 
hear from those who did not turn aside that they lost a dear one and are now wiser, and so much 
sadder. 
     The psalmist says, when my heart is overwhelmed you will lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
God leads, but so often we don’t follow and so endure unnecessary stress. Jesus promised peace that 
surpasses comprehension. 
     Before Advent we were reading about the 40-year wandering of Israel. Time after time the people 
panic: no water, no food, enemies! And time after time God is their refuge. In the New Testament we 
read (1 Cor. 10:4) that Christ was the Rock that “followed” them. We can walk in this world with 
confidence for our Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ walks behind us, before us, beside us. 
     The Psalmist goes on to say (vs 3) that God is his shelter, his hope of a better day. Masks, face shields 
and even body suits offer some protection, but a tiny virus may find an opening anyway. It is to God we 
turn aside and ask for protection. But since we live in a fallen world there is disease from mega galaxies 
to microscopic particles (Rom.8:20), We may fall victim to some form of its decay. 
     In the next few verses of this powerful psalm the psalmist expresses joyful confidence that he is and 
will be with God forever. He says (vs 4) that he is at peace under the cover (hiding, masking, protection) 
of God’s wings (like an eagle, or like the hen who would shelter her chicks). Verse 4, in the Hebrew, 
ends with Selah. The meaning is uncertain, but many think it was a pause for the musicians to play an 
interlude. Others think it meant to pause and think about what has been sung. I encourage you to take 
time to meditate on what God has done, is doing in your life. You may be experiencing joy, sorrow, 
loneliness- whatever is going on remember that God loves you and is working out the best for you. 
Growth usually involves pain. What is that adage? No pain no gain. Read 1 Peter, Chapter 1 For 
perspective on this. 
     Although we may suffer because of the fallen nature of this world, we take heart and hope, 
for our eternal life in hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). Understanding the need for reasonable 
caution, we can live in joyful confidence, helping others find this same hope. 
     This psalm ends with a cry of triumph and joy. I will praise you forever and do what I promised you 
I would do. 
     While we shelter, let us sing out our sorrows and our praises, AND let us continue to be about our 
Father’s business. 





DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 

Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

   Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating high school seniors for college or 

vocational school expenses.  These scholarships are for students who attend Holy Cross.   

   You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 

receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Applications are due July 1, 2021 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE….. 

Stewardship Reminder. - If you have not already returned your 2021 Tithing card you 

may do so by mailing it to our church: 

Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
ATTN: Financial Secretary 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA 95209 
 





Check out our Fabulous website?  
It’s a wonderful tool to keep you up to date with what is 

happening at Holy Cross. 

Holycrossumc.us  

On our website you can read the Pastor’s message, read our 

church history, view our team and mission, live stream worship, 

donate and so much more! 

 

 

  

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     Happy New Year 2021! With the new year comes change.  I will be busy in the office 

preparing year end reports, sending out committee information, making new files… exciting 

times! Speaking of change, have you checked out the church website? The part I love the 

most is that I can donate directly ONLINE. It is very secure, and I don’t have to worry 

about my check getting lost in the mail.    

     The new year also gives me a fresh start and a new outlook on life.  Cherish what you 

have, don’t fret about what you don’t have, and love unconditionally. My heart is full and 

God is great! Smile everyday!  

 Blessings and love,   Temple 

holycrossumc.us


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Zoom In—It Will Be Great to See You! 

     Each week, I offer two opportunities to get face-to-face and heart-to-
heart with other members of the Holy Cross family—all from the safety of 
our own homes, using the Zoom meeting platform. 

Zoom meetings require an invitation, so please email me your desire to attend either/both of 
the following gatherings.  My email address is: hcpastorg@gmail.com  

•  Bible Study – Monday afternoons 2:00 – 3:00  We gather for an hour to discuss the 
Bible readings which will be foundational to worship on the upcoming Sunday.  Join us to 
talk about what you see, hear what others observe, and enjoy some relaxing fellowship in 
the word. 

•  Wednesday Night Live Check-In – Wednesday afternoons 5:30 – 6:15. This is a very 
relaxed time of sharing about how we are getting through these days of pandemic, and 
then I usually introduce some topic which invites input out of our life experiences.   

Become one of our regular Zoomers. 

--submitted by Pastor Gary 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5
th
  

     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

Family Promise: blankets, coats (see more information in the Family Promise 

 article)   

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF 

(south end of the patio) 

Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 



Report on the Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development 
Church Conference 2020 

Administrative Council 
Church Council Chairperson Andrew Chesley 
Recording Secretary Kathy Nesmith 
Lay Leader  Tracy Tennies 
Lay Members to Annual Conference (through 2020) Tracy Tennies, Natalie Mulikihaamea 
Alternate Lay Member (through 2020) Sybella Pope-Sears 
Church Treasurer Linda Rosendaul 
Financial Secretary Earl Rosendaul 
(All Committee and Board Chairs or their representative are members of the Council) 
 

Board of Trustees 
Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
Sione Manumanu Ed McKenzie Rachel DeBord 
Jim Morgali Marcia Fox Richard Gallegos 
  Ed Nesmith 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
Kathy Kimber Anita Manumanu Ken Steele 
Stephanie Maynard Craig Wedegaertner John Gallagher 
 

Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development 
Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
Natalie Mulikihaamea Diane Morgali Cara Dahl 
Ken Sloan Don Wedegaertner Maranata Taliauli 
 

Stewardship and Finance Committee 
Chairperson:  Bob McCafferty  At-large member: John Fox 
Members by virtue of other office:  Andy Chesley (Chairperson, Church Council),  
 Tracy Tennies (Lay Leader, Lay Member to Annual Conference), Linda Rosendaul 

(Treasurer), Earl Rosendaul (Financial Secretary), Ken Steele (Chairperson, SPRC), 
 Representative of the Board of Trustees, Pastor Gary Pope-Sears 
 

Worship Committee 
Chairperson:  Wayne Mock 
Members:  Tracy Tennies Rachel DeBord Sybella Pope-Sears 
Natalie Mulikihaamea Gary Pope-Sears Martha Landrum 
Laura Maynard  
 

Council on Evangelism and Outreach 
Convener:  Temple Gallagher 
Members:  Vi Armstrong Barbara Jones Gwen Layman 
Kathy Kimber Grace Kamba Tracy Tennies 
Natalie Mulikihaamea Pat McCafferty 
 
Education Committee 
Convener:  Members:  
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         Sent with to: 

Our JANUARY communion offering will be in support of  

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY

     Human Relations Day is January 17, 2021. 
Prepare to celebrate this important Special Sunday 
with us. This year when there was unrest in our 
country, funds from the Human Relations Day 
offering helped annual conferences support 
peaceful demonstrations, food, access to 
medication, and rebuilding efforts for communities 
impacted by negative acts. 

Human Relations Day calls United Methodists to 
recognize the right of all God’s children to realize 
their full potential as human beings and in 
relationship with one another. This special offering 
benefits neighborhood ministries through Community Developers, community 
advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services and works with at-risk teens 
through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program. 

Thank you for your faithful giving to the Human Relations Day offering for our January 

Communion offering. 

      


