
 The last two years have reminded us—time and time again—just how unpredictable and tenuous life can be.  
We began 2020 with a sense of optimism, but then by mid-March our entire way of living had been thrown topsy-
turvy as we struggled to accommodate the virus and the way we now needed to live: remotely, masked, and 
anxious.  Churches everywhere learned how to worship without being in the same space; congregations like ours 
quickly developed websites and ways to accept remote giving while keeping in touch through phone calls and 
Zoom gatherings. 

 There have been several “false starts” on returning to any sense of pre-pandemic “normal”, but we are not 
there yet.  We are learning our Greek alphabet through sore trial as delta has yielded the floor to omicron to be 
succeeded by…?  Through it all we have managed to persevere in our worship of God, our fellowship with one 
another, and our service to the wider world. 

 A few days ago (at this writing) a new challenge was put before us: supporting in prayerful concern the people 
of Tonga in the wake of the volcanic eruption and tsunami, and exploring ways of contributing to their recovery 
and well-being.  At I write this, communication with the islands of Tonga has been spotty, so we wait to hear how 
families of our members have fared—what their needs are.  We have set up a “Tonga Recovery Effort” fund on 
our website (www.holycrossumc.us) where you can make a donation immediately.  As our Annual Conference and 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) clarify how best to employ donations, we will forward what we 
as a congregation have gathered through those channels. 

 I would also encourage your prayer for the people as they struggle to rebuild their lives and communities, and 
for the anxiety of our Islanders here who are unable to intercede directly due to the distance.  Pray for peace, for 
direction, and for God’s presence to get our friends through these difficult days. 

 In the light of these matters I have placed before us, let me remind us that being a follower of Jesus does not 
in any way guarantee an easy life, or one void of difficulties.  Jesus was clear: God makes the sun rise on both the 
evil and the good and sends rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. (Matthew 5:45)  Being a Christian is 
not a hedge against suffering—it does point a way through it however: in the care and company of others who 
walk beside us. 

 Given all that is facing us, let me urge us to stay connected, to recognize and share our struggles and embody 
the love of Jesus to one another.  It might be through a call or a card or an email, but greetings and words of hope 
are a source of blessing and an avenue towards assurance. 

 Right now we are not in each other’s physical presence, but thank God for the other ways we can stay 
connected and hold one another up.  It is such dedication to so doing that defines a Christian community, and one 
that makes such community desirable to those who don’t have it.  As we come in contact with those in need of 
what we enjoy as sisters and brothers in Christ, let’s be sure to invite them in. 

 Yours for Christ, 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR FEBRUARY 
We move towards February unsure of whether or not we will be gathering in person for worship or 
remaining virtual only.  Be sure to check our website (www.holycrossumc.us) and congregational 
emails to know when it has been deemed safe to gather for worship again. 

Sunday, February 6 5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; Luke 5:1-11 

 Sermon: The Content of the Call 

 We will celebrate Holy Communion as part of our worship, or at noon on the patio if we are not 
 otherwise gathering for worship at 10:30. 

Sunday, February 13 6th Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; Luke 6:17-26 

 Sermon: What Helps Us Be Truly Happy 

Sunday, February 20 7th Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Scriptures: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; Luke 6:27-38 

 Sermon: Love Who? 

Sunday, February 27 Transfiguration Sunday 

 Scriptures: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; Luke 9:28-43a 

 Sermon: Meanwhile, Back on the Plain… 

Special Offering in February 

 We will collect our monthly Communion Offering on Sunday, February 6.  The 
money collected this month will support ongoing recovery in Tonga following last 
month’s volcanic eruption and tsunami.  Please be generous.  You can give via 
our website under the “Donate” tab.  Please select either fund: “Communion 
Sunday” or “Tongan Relief Effort”. 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 2/20 

for the MARCH 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE….. 

Stewardship Reminder— If you have not already returned your 2022 Tithing card you 

may do so by mailing it to our church: 

Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
ATTN: Financial Secretary 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA 95209 
 

     During the Holiday season, Richard and I watched a lot of Hallmark Movies.  Of course they were all about 
Love.  Well in the beginning the 2 major actors often didn’t care for each other and were put in the position of 
doing something together.  As time went on,  they started caring then Love blossomed. We knew the movie 
was over when the two kissed and we presumed they lived Happily ever after.  Why do I mentioned such a 
trivial thing, well it reminded that even though it was make believe, there is still love.  When we watch the 
news sometimes I wondered where is Love?  Then I remember that God so loved the world that he sent his 
one and only Son to die on a cross for our sins.  That is Real Love!! 
 

February is considered the Love month, thank you St.Valentine.   
 

     We are still experiencing the loss of being with our Church Family, for good reasons but still a loss.  Those of 
us who have computers have an opportunities to be together via Zoom.  But what about those who don’t have 
computers, how do we keep in touch with them?  There are ways to do so: cards & phone calls.   
     We will be doing our February meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, February 8th at 10:00 am-11:00 am (notice 
the change of ending time). I’m praying that we can meet in person for our March meeting.   
     J-O-Y Circle will be donating $500 to the CA/NV Conference to help the People of Tonga.  Please keep all our 
members of Holy Cross families in your prayers. 
 
Dates to Remember:  Feb. 2nd—Ground Hog Day;  Feb. 12 Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday;  February 21st 
President’s Day; February 22nd—Washington’s Birthday 
 
Birthday’s—Shirley Buerer Feb.12th, Pat Miller, Feb. 23rd  
 

“Every time you smile at someone it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing.” Mother Teresa 
 

God Bless & Keep You, Judith Ernst, Convener 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle FEBRUARY 



Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 

By Rita Steele 

Have you noticed the sunflowers in our flower beds have 
been removed?  Tall and beautiful, but removal was 
difficult.  Sybella and I worked 2 days to get those all out 
and the two flower beds weeded.  The sunflower crop 
before this was even bigger.  Grace Kamba, Ken Steele, 
Asher Covello, Sybella and I removed those.  That time we 
filled one complete dumpster.  We’ve decided not to let 
the sunflowers come up next year.  

I would like to organize a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so 
much to our church yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular 
maintenance so the gardening is more manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with 
us.  Sybella, soon to be “master gardener” will let us know what needs to be done.    

I will have a sign up in the fireside room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, 
come on over.  We would love to have you.   

  FEBRUARY 26    MARCH 26   10:00-12:00 pm 

Hello, my dear church friends at Holy Cross, 
 
You might have wondered what happened to me as I seemed to have disappeared into thin air!  Let me 
explain:  Right around the time George Floyd was killed, I realized that since churches were all online because 
of Covid, I could tune in to Davis Community Church in Davis, CA.  After my husband and I had moved to 
California from the east coast, we had chosen DCC as the church we wanted to join and had planned to move 
there to be a part of that congregation.  But then he got sick, and eventually died, and those plans were 
shelved.  So it was natural that I wanted to see what was going on there.  I found that the services spoke to me 
deeply, that the people were gracious and welcoming, and that there were many opportunities to connect on 
Zoom.  First, I began to attend Zoom Cafe after the service where people gathered to discuss what had been 
meaningful to them during the worship service, then joined the prayer and meditation group which meets 
Wednesdays at the noon hour, then attended several book studies, and finally participated in sessions for six 
weeks to examine personal and church issues as regards institutional racism led by an outside group who focus 
on anti-racism work.  I also appreciated the way in which the pastors gave us spiritual guidance in recognizing 
and helping the congregation with the natural fear, anxiety, and anger that were a natural response to the racial 
unrest, the pandemic, and the political division so rampant in our culture.   The more of these worship services 
and gatherings I attended (all on Zoom), the more I felt at home, and got to know people.  I even got asked out 
on a date!!  Most recently, I was asked to become a Stephen minister and I begin training for that next week. 
 

I so appreciated Pastor Gary's response when I told him about my decision.  He told me that when a person 
finds a church home that is just the right fit, it is a great gift, and he urged me to go with what my heart was 
telling me. 
 

This is not to be seen in any way as a rejection of Holy Cross and its gifts and its people.  Holy Cross became 
my first church as an adult nearly 50 years ago when Braxton was pastor, and remains near and dear to my 
heart.  And I am indeed grateful for each one of you, and for Pastor Gary and Sybella.  A hallmark of Holy 
Cross is authentic hospitality and welcome, and I loved being a part of this special congregation.  I miss you 
all, I miss the choir and Wayne's direction, I miss the Tongan congregation.  I miss seeing all your shining 
faces.  Someday, I will make it back to see you.  You will always remain in my heart.  Call anytime if you 
wish.  I would love to hear from you. 
 

May God bless each one of you!  I send you love, love, love! 
 
Martha Landrum 



Submitted by Wayne Mock 

M U S I C  N O T E S   

     Music has been an element of worship for thousands of years. I believe that God wove music into the fab-

ric of the universe.  So did the Greeks (perhaps so did all ancient people), who spoke of “music of the 

spheres”, “an ethereal harmony thought by the Pythagoreans to be produced by the vibration of the celes-

tial spheres”. Merriam-Webster Dictionary 

 

Astronomers tell us that every star has a voice, a frequency that is ‘heard’ by radio telescopes. 

We can’t hear it with our ears, but the stars in the sky are performing a concert, one that never 

stops. The biggest stars make the lowest, deepest sounds, like tubas and double basses. Small stars 

have high-pitched voices, like celestial flutes. These virtuosos don’t just play one "note" at a time, 

either — our own Sun has thousands of different sound waves bouncing around inside it at any 

given moment.  Understanding these stellar harmonies represents a revolution in astronomy. By 

"listening" for stellar sound waves with telescopes, scientists can figure out what stars are made 

of, how old they are, how big they are… 

https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/news/1516/symphony-of-stars-the-science-of-stellar-sound-waves/ 

 

Psa. 19:1-2 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day 

pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. ESV 

     Last week I took a heater into the sanctuary to provide warmth as I practiced piano and organ. The cord 

unwrapped and it dragged on the social hall floor.  The label on the cord scraped on the floor and made a high

-pitched sound, which I identified as the note “F”, when I got to the piano. Everything has some sort of pitch 

or vibration.  It gives new depth of meaning to Psalm 150:6, let every breath (puff or vibration of air) Praise 

the LORD!  Psalm 148 invites, indeed commands, all of creation to praise God. 

     In music, the term “unison” means everyone sings the same words and notes. The resulting sound is 

stronger, and the words can be heard more clearly. When we sing “parts” each group (sopranos, altos, tenors, 

basses, and maybe a solo) harmonizes with and embellishes the melody.  The resulting sound is interesting, 

fuller, and allows singers to emphasize the words in different ways; but always, we hope, following the musi-

cal directions and director.  We may be singing different parts, but the resulting sound is a ‘unity’ of the 

many. One of my favorite verses (and musical chorus) is Psalm 133:1 – Behold, how good and how pleasant 

it is for [God’s family] to dwell together in unity. It is not only good and pleasant in church, but:  

 

THEY WILL KNOW WE ARE CHRIST-IANS BY OUR LOVE! 

 

     I pray that we may show our family, friends, neighbors that we are Christians, and that our family-love 

may widen to encompass them, too. We have the greatest love and the world desperately needs it. Let’s sing 

out our praise to God, and for God’s love of all. 

 

FOR GOD SO LOVED HE GAVE! 

https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/news/1516/symphony-of-stars-the-science-of-stellar-sound-waves/


BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Dee Jennings 
 2 Nadine Steel 
4 Ana Okusi 
5 Sela Tupou Mohetau 
9 Halaevalu Tuivai 
9 Ana Mohetau 
9 James Mohetau 
10 Tim Brady 
11 Naliela Ceja-Ruiz 
12 Shirley Buerer 
17 Malakai Lomano Sr.  
19 Aiden Woodard 
22 Grace Kamba 
23 Pat Miller 
26 Ilene Quinlan  
27 Eddie McKenzie 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

9  Ana & Semisi Mohetau 
14 Komisoni & Lurlyne Latukefu 
16 Tony & Liza Tostie 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful that Sham is 
serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

 


