
     Elsewhere in this edition, you will find a promotional note for the upcoming Winter Ashram opportunity in 
mid-February.  Christian Ashram events have been a very important part of our family’s faith development, in 
large part due to the writings of the Ashram’s founder: the Rev. E. Stanley Jones.  This great evangelist had a 
marvelous ability of making the call of Christ crystal clear. 

 Sybella and I are using one of his daily devotional books—Abundant Living (originally published in 1942)—
in our daily prayer time.  In the entry for January 27, he noted the following: “Turn and look at all your human 
relationships, then go into them with Christ.  Make Christ the basic fact.  This fact must not be adjusted to 
your relationships—they must be adjusted to it. 

 “You have six major relationships. (a) The church.  Get into it.  With all its faults, it is the greatest serving 
institution in the world, filling the earth with schools, hospitals, orphanages, leper asylums, and so on.  (b) 
The home.  Take Christ there as well.  Set up grace at meals; begin family prayers.  Start confessing your own 
sins, not those of your partner.  (c) Your work.  Make your business an outer expression of your chief 
business—serving God.  You have no business to be in any business that cannot express your chief business.  
(d) Your class and race relationships.  You now enter a new society—the Society of the Kingdom of God.   This 
is a classless society, race- and color-blind.  Recast all relationships that do not conform.  (e) Your 
international relationships.  You now have no more enemies because you have no more enmity!  (f) Your 
relationship with the one next to you, in school, shop, office—they are all your neighbors.  Share what has 
happened to you.” 

 I would encourage you to read that list again—attentively.  As you read and review those differing 
relationships, I suspect you will sense that Christ is not in the center of all those connections.  Let me suggest 
that such awareness can be turned into a beneficial Lenten duty for you—to focus on those relationships 
between February 17 (Ash Wednesday) and April 4 (Easter), working to bringing the love of Christ into the 
center of those interactions with the hope of growing in your devotion to Christ and your demonstration of 
his love to others. 

 If you join us for our online worship on Ash Wednesday (February 17th), you will be given the opportunity 
to select certain specific faith development aims for the 46 days of Lent (40 days + 6 Sundays).  True focus on 
said aims is more than enough time to develop good habits of loving certain people or groups.   

 How great would it be if we emerged from this Lent more dedicated to loving others than we began.  
Truly, of such is the Kingdom of God. 

 Yours for Christ, 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR FEBRUARY 
 This month we will continue to make our way through The Bible Speaks to Me as we dedicate 
one week to the beginning of the reign of King David before moving to a consideration of Jesus’ 
ministry for all of Lent and Easter.  The scripture readings for each week and the projected sermon 
title appear below.   

 Let me remind you of the value of doing the weekly readings as a helpful way of meeting 
important people in the Bible, learning their stories and seeing how God worked through them.  In 
each Sunday’s bulletin, the readings are broken down with questions to consider, designed to aid 
your personal devotional life. 

Sunday, February 7                                                   5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Scriptures: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 17:1-54; 18:5-16; 19:1-10; 24:1-22 
 Sermon: David: From Simple Shepherd to National Hero 
 

Sunday, February 14                                                                            Transfiguration Sunday 
 Scriptures: Matthew 3; Luke 3; John 1:29-50 
 Sermon: Out of the Water, into the World 
 

Wednesday, February 17                     Ash Wednesday 
 We will offer an online service airing at 7:00 p.m. 
 Scriptures: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10;  
  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 Sermon: Inviting Reorientation 
 

Sunday, February 21 First Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-14 
 Sermon: Tempted as We Are 
 

Sunday, February 28 Second Sunday in Lent 
 Scriptures: Matthew 5 – 7; Luke 4:1-14 
 Sermon: Valuable Lessons  

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

This picture is my motto for the month of February! 

We all need to let it shine, and shine brightly. Think 

positively and be kind.  I enjoy being back in the office 

and talking with some many of you. It’s the small 

blessings in life that I like to work towards. If you 

plan to come to the office, remember to please wear 

your masks. My heart is full and God is great! Smile 

everyday!  

 Blessings and love,   Temple 

 



FOOD INSECURE? 

 

 One of the biggest threats to any individual 
or family in these COVID days is food insecurity, 
the inability to put enough food on the table.  
Here at Holy Cross, we have a well-endowed 
Love Fund that can help. 

 If you are in need of money to buy food, or 
know someone who really needs some help, 
please contact me so that a donation from the 
Love Fund can be put to use alleviating the 
need. 

 The best ways to reach me are by my cell 
phone (775) 530-7418, either by talk or text.  If 
you choose to email me: hcpastorg@gmail.com    

FOOD INSECURE? 

    Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each 

week and would love to invite you to 

attend.  Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

 Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

 Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing 

fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 2/22  

for the March issue.  

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

 
 
 
 
 

     As I shared previously, Family Promise is working with other local agencies serving families in need while 
waiting to open their Day Center and sheltering program.  Their first project now through February is assisting the 
work of the Gospel Center Rescue Mission by collecting gently used adult clothing (all ages and sizes), coats and 
blankets.  These items will then be distributed to people in our community who are experiencing homelessness.  
     Holy Cross has agreed to support this effort.  Adult clothes, blankets and coats can be dropped off at the church 
on Thursday afternoons between 1:00 and 4:00 PM.  Thank you for supporting Family Promise, San Joaquin! 
 
These are alternate drop off locations you may use if more convenient for you: 
-First Presbyterian Church (31 E. Vine, Stockton)   -Central UMC (3700 Pacific Ave., Stockton) 
Parking off Center - any weekday 9 AM-1 PM   All Wednesdays in February 10 AM - NOON 
 

mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Dee Jennings 

 2 Nadine Steel 

 4 Pete Caldwell  

10 Tim Brady 

11 Naliela Ceja-Ruiz 

17 Malakai Lomano Sr.  

19 Aiden Woodard 

22 Grace Kamba 

22 Martha Landrum 

23 Pat Miller 

26 Ilene Quinlan  

27 Eddie McKenzie 

February 2021 
     We had our 1st J-O-Y Circle Zoom meeting on Tuesday, January 19th. There were a few glitches, 
but everyone kept trying and we finally made it. Attending the meeting were: Tracy Tennies; Beverly 
Fertig, Kathy Kimber, Kathy Nesmith, Sybella Pope-Sears, Suzan Wedegaertner, Judy Griffith, and 
Judith Ernst. 
     Our next Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, February 9th at 10:00 am.  If you are interested in 
participating and are unfamiliar with the process, give Temple a call at the office on Tues. or Wed. 
from 9-12:00 and she can help you.   
     AH, February, the month of Love:  flowers, candy, cards, Groundhog Day, Lunar New Year, 
Valentine’s Day, Presidents Day, Mardi Gras, and the Beginning of Lent—Ash Wednesday.  For a 
short Month it has a lot going on!  Shirley Buerer has a birthday on the 12th; former member, Pat 
Miller the 23rd.  There are many types of Love in the Bible:  eros—romantic love; storge—family 
love; philia—brotherly love; agape—God’s divine love.  An example of philia/phileo love is the 
relationship of David and Jonathan in 1 Samuel 18:1-4.  Romans 12:10—"Be devoted to one another 
in brotherly love.” 
     Our February Zoom meeting topic will be “How Can We Show Love?”  We hope that you will join 
us.   With much love, Judith Ernst 

Calling All Emails: 

One great communication tool the church uses is EMAIL.  If 

you would like to receive the Church News emails please 

send an email to the Church office at 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add you! 

You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY 

16 Tony & Liza Tostie 



     The prayer chain is available by email.  If interested in receiving 

the email version of the prayer chain, please email Kathy Nesmith at 

nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The prayer chain provides 

prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  You can also 

visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click 

on PRAYER REQUEST. 

Greetings in the name of our merciful and loving God, 
 
     Rudy and I took comfort and found hope in the prayers, calls, cards, and food given to us by friends, 
family, and our Holy Cross family during our illness with the dreaded COVID 19. Thank you for 
showing the love of God to us. We are grateful to God that the rest of our family did not become 
infected even though our isolation in the house came after a week after having symptoms. 
     As I began to feel better, and sleep less during the day, I did a lot of crossword puzzles, reading and 
listening to music on my iPad. Music lifts me like nothing else does except God. 
     I found solace in words of a chorale from Bach Cantata, BWV 147, “Heart and Mouth and Deed and 
Life" (Hertz und Muth und Tat und Leben), written for the Advent of 1723. It is the cantata from which 
comes the well-known chorale, Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring.  The scriptures for that year on the Feast of 
the visitation of Mary were:  Isaiah 11:1-15, and Luke 1:39-56.  Isaiah prophesies of a rod coming out of 
the stem of Jesse who will be full of the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. The Gospel reading is the story of Mary’s 
trip to see Elizabeth and includes the Magnificat. 
     The original tune Werde Munter, Mein Gemuete (Become Cheerful, My Mind) which we know as 
“Jesu, Joy…” was written by Johann Shop about 1640. Bach’s use of the tune became popular in 
Germany and now throughout the world. 
 
Bach chose verse 6 (of 19) for the chorale of this cantata.  A translation reads: 
Happy I, who has Jesus, 
O how tightly I cling to Him, 
So that He delights my heart 
When I am sick and sad. 
I have Jesus, who loves me 
And gives Himself to me as my own; 
Ah, therefore I will not let go of Jesus, 
Even if my heart is breaking. 
 
     The writer of the book of Hebrews (6:19), writes that our hope in God provides an anchor for our 
souls.  I take that to mean that regardless of how rough our “seas” in life may become, we look to God, 
in whom we place our hope.  God keeps our eternal life in His unfailing care and gives us unshakable 
inner peace which goes beyond our capacity to understand. 
     I found myself praying for the safety of our family, for myself and for others suffering with COVID, 
and other illnesses and sorrows. And thanking God for mercies shown though my life. I asked that we 
survive this disease so that we might continue to provide love and guidance to our family and show 
God’s love from our hearts and mouths and deeds and our whole life – to all those around us. 
     I look forward to returning soon to my duties in our congregation.   
     Blessings to you my brothers and sisters, 
 Wayne Mock 
 



Livestream worship 

at 7:00 p.m. 



DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 
Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

   Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors for college or vocational school expenses.  These 

scholarships are for students who attend Holy Cross.   

   You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 

receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Please Consider Ashram  
 As I have shared with the congregation previously, Sybella and I 
make a priority out of our annual attendance at the Redwood 
Christian Ashram, the five-day intergenerational Christian retreat 
held each July at Redwood Christian Park near Santa Cruz.  We call 
it our vacation with God. 

 We want to invite you to get a taste of the Ashram experience 
without ever leaving your home.  You can attend the Winter 
Ashram on the weekend of February 12 – 14 using your computer 
or other digital device.  I am honored to be one of the weekend’s 
speakers.  There will also be music, prayer groups, a healing service, and even some input specifically for 
children.  If you would like a soothing time to focus on your relationship with God, this would be an ideal 
opportunity for you. 

 This will all be available for free (though, of course, donations will be gladly accepted).  For more information, 
and to sign-up please go to: california.redwoodchristianashram.org/  

 Please take advantage of this opportunity try out a Christian Ashram.  I know you will be blessed.  If you have 
any questions about Ashram, please email me: hcpastorg@gmail.com  

NEW—Sunday’s “Children’s Worship” program  
 
Children's Worship is a free innovative online worship experience for 
children everywhere. The production is a collaborative effort 
sponsored by the United Methodist Churches of the Sacramento 
Pentecost Circuit. The 15-20 minutes includes music, faith-based 
messages and special friends to meet--including talking animals and a 
puppet called “Mort” ... video clips come from around our church 
family in Northern California and Nevada.  

 

Please email Holy Cross UMC church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or leave a 
message at 209-472-2177 to sign-up.  You will then receive an email each week with the 
link to the children’s worship!  Videos are geared towards age 4-10 years old 

https://california.redwoodchristianashram.org/
mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


Update on The Bugembe Women’s Resource Centre  
 
     Nelly and Hope, the guiding lights of the Centre, send you their greetings 
and thanks for the generous support Holy Cross sent to them in 
December.  Your designated communion offering was very generous–and 
much needed.  Below you will find information they have sent to me 
recently, updating us on: 
 
1) the election which took place there in mid-January,  
 
2) the hope of applying for a new Rotary grant in partnership with the 
Women’s Center of San Joaquin County to replace the grant they were not 
able to use this year because of the COVID 19 virus, and  
 
3)  their ongoing work. 
 
     I, Diane Morgali, have done some editing, and the comments in parentheses are mine. 
 
1) After all the violent protests that occurred before elections, we (Hope and Nelly) were very scared 
about the outcome of the presidential elections. But we are very glad we had peaceful elections and 
everything seems normal at the moment. Though the internet is back, it’s not as it used to be; it’s on and 
off, annoyingly very slow and social media is still banned. 
 
 2) I (Hope) have not yet had the chance to write/talk to Krista (CEO of the Women’s Center here) or Ken 
(our Ken Steele) about the possibility of applying for the Rotary grant.  This whole month our Rotary club 
has not had any meetings and we have also not been in position to communicate through our WhatsApp 
group. But I am sure my club will want to participate in the VTT (Vocational Training Team) project, 
especially since it’s a follow up of our previous Rotary project. 
After the Sub-county elections that will be held this Monday, (January 25) I will make it a point to meet our 
Past president Pascal to discuss how the club could be formally involved in the international VTT project. 
Pascal was very much interested in our VTT and he wanted it to be a success. 
 
 3) Below is the update about what is happening at the resource centre. 
 
--BWRC (Bugembe Women’s Resource Centre) is providing individual counseling every Sunday to 
women who were abandoned by their husbands during the COVID lockdown. The small support group 
also meets every Sunday before counseling sessions begin. 
 
--We now link women experiencing social challenges to service providers for support including 
psychosocial and legal services. We have linked the women (e.g. Grace a victim of spousal 
abandonment) to Justice Centres Uganda as well as the Police Child and Family Protection Unit. 
 
--We sew masks that are distributed for free in the Bugembe area. To date, we have given over 400 
masks. 
 
--We have continued to work with the Bugembe Police in the following areas; 
  We provide the police station with masks and reusable menstrual kits which they give to women who 
include victims of domestic violence. 
 Provide emergency housing for women and girls who are stranded at the police station 
 Having discussions on the issues and cases relating to domestic violence and sexual assault. 
 
(A word from Diane: As you can read, a lot is going on at the Centre despite the pandemic) 
  



Christmas with Children’s Hope, Uganda 
 
     For many families in Uganda this last year living with a pandemic has had similar impact to 
families in our country.  Children are out of school, parents are out of work and some have lost their 
homes.  The arrival of the holiday season only exacerbated the many needs.   
     So, with financial support from here and on the ground support from Children’s Hope executive 
director, Juma Ssozi, we banded together to provide a happier holiday for our families.   
     We were able to provide a portion of beef for every family and add 
portions of corn flour, rice, plantains and cooking oil for their holiday 
meal. Pictures show the happy faces of the mothers and fathers who 
came to receive their food supplies. Yes, and the bull that was 
butchered to provide the beef, a luxury for these families. 
     Salima, Joel and Rukaiya, our P7 students returned to school this 
week for the final term before they take their national exams.  Those 
exams will determine if they move to senior level for the next school 
year, Juma Ssozi is working with the Ministry of Education to 
determine when we might open our classes for the younger deaf 
students.  Sadly, they have missed an entire year of school due to the 
pandemic.  Please pray we receive the necessary permissions to return 
them to school. 
     We are so thankful for the support from Holy Cross UMC, J-O-Y 
Circle and all our other friends.  So much of what we do would not 
happen without you!  Please continue to remember our children and 
their families in your 
prayers.   
     Blessings, Kathy Kimber 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Zoom In—It Will Be Great to See You! 

     Each week, I offer two opportunities to get face-to-face and heart-to-
heart with other members of the Holy Cross family—all from the safety of 
our own homes, using the Zoom meeting platform. 

Zoom meetings require an invitation, so please email me your desire to attend either/both of 
the following gatherings.  My email address is: hcpastorg@gmail.com  

  Bible Study – Monday afternoons 2:00 – 3:00  We gather for an hour to discuss the 
Bible readings which will be foundational to worship on the upcoming Sunday.  Join us to 
talk about what you see, hear what others observe, and enjoy some relaxing fellowship in 
the word. 

  Wednesday Night Live Check-In – Wednesday afternoons 5:30 – 6:15. This is a very 
relaxed time of sharing about how we are getting through these days of pandemic, and 
then I usually introduce some topic which invites input out of our life experiences.   

Become one of our regular Zoomers. 

--submitted by Pastor Gary 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

Family Promise: blankets, coats (see more information in the Family Promise 

 article)   

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF 

(south end of the patio) 

Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 



My Journey into Lay Leadership 
     I would like to share my journey of becoming your Lay Leader and my decision to progress into Lay Ministry 
Training.  
     I was baptized into the Methodist Church as an infant by my paternal grandfather who was an ordained 
Methodist Minister.  I grew up in the United Methodist Church and took on leadership roles as a youth. I sensed at 
that time in my life that God wanted to use me.   
     But I was afraid of what seemed like enormous obstacles to me.   I did not trust that God would provide the 
support I needed, and I did not believe that God could use even me!  I walked away.  I spent my young adult years 
away from active participation in the church.  I was not growing in faith and it showed in the decisions that I made 
in my life.   I allowed people into my life that treated me badly.  My self esteem and my image as a child of God 
plummeted.  It became extremely difficult for me to trust anyone.  
     After two failed marriages, God led me to Holy Cross and I was home again!  The Holy Cross family has loved 
me right back into the arms of God’s love.  And yet it has not always been an easy road.   My years of being 
physically and emotionally abused have left scars and defenses that have not fallen away easily.   
     For several years I have been sensing that God is calling me further into a life of service.  And yet the fear 
creeps in and I ask…who me? Really? me? Then God led Pastor Gary to Holy Cross.  I watched. I heard his desires 
to lead his newest flock in ways that would grow God’s kingdom on earth.  I saw his integrity and his energy.  
Could this be another nudge from God for me to step forward and claim the path God has intended for me?    
     Early in 2019 I took a first step and asked Pastor Gary if I could be his lay leader. He made it clear that he has 
high expectations that those in leadership positions only treat people with respect and love.  I committed myself to 
that standard and I hope that you have seen my growth in the last two years. 
     As I have grown in this commitment, I have come to realize that I need additional training to fulfill my role as a 
competent lay leader.  In the United Methodist Church, the first level of additional training is Certified Lay 
Servant.  I completed the two required classes, “Introduction to Lay Ministries: The Basic Course” and 
“Rediscovering Your Spiritual Gifts” by 8-2-19.   In Dec 2019 I took a third and extra class, “Leading Public 
Prayer”.  It was not long after, that 2020 rolled into place! 
     What a year!  Not only did I share with all of you the issues and challenges of COVID-19, but I journeyed with 
my beloved dad the long walk to the end of his life on this earth.  Through all of it with prayer and God’s grace I 
have been able to keep an even keel.  I found ways to use my gifts, including leading the development of our 
COVID-19 protocols, leading worship, and assisting with memorial services. 
     Towards the end of 2019 several scriptures and devotionals spoke directly to me: “What would it be like to trust 
that the thing that you long to do is what God wants for you as well?”  “Don’t let fear impede the full release of 
your gifts.” “There is no way you can go wrong because whatever happens, this God of Ours will love you with a 
love that will not let you go!”  In addition, I heard encouraging words from some of you; a reminder of the 
community that stands with me! All of these affirmations strengthen me.  
     With the approval of Pastor Gary, the recommendation of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, the support of 
the Finance Committee and the approval of the Ad Council, I am embarking deeper into the training of Lay 
Minister that is offered by the California Nevada Annual Conference.  
 
This training will include 100 hours from January to May in the following classes: 

“Deeper into the Bible” 
“UM Connections, Beliefs, and History”. 

“Call & Covenant.” 
“Worship” 
“Preaching”. 

“Pastoral / Congregational Care” 
“Leadership & Admin” 

“Faith Formation & Discipleship”. 
“Preaching Practicum & District Superintendent Day” 

 
     I have a lot of studying, reading, and homework ahead of me as I reach and stretch into the person that can be a 
God-filled and inspired leader for Holy Cross and for the community around us. I humbly ask that you include me 
and my endeavors to grow in your daily prayers. 
 
     Blessings, Tracy Tennies 
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          RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

         Sent with to: 

Our FEBRUARY communion offering will be in support of  

HOLY CROSS LOVE FUND 

We have a continuing fund at Holy Cross.  It is called the Love Fund.   

This is a fund that is used for many needs.  It is open to congregation 

members and those outside the Church. The fund has been used for food 

and transportation, rent, utilities, scholarships to camps and conferences, 

clothes…  

Some of the requests are from our members and some come from those who 

call the church and some come from those who happen to drop by with a 

need.   

Not every need gets answered.  The general rule is: the fund is not for 

temporary fixes that only put off the problem, but for fixes that lead to 

permanent solutions.  

If you have a need or know of someone who has a need, please contact 

Pastor Gary or the Church office.  Thank you for your generosity to this 

loving ministry. 


