
 As I began to think about what to say to try to capture what we can be about as we live out this December 
with all of its expectations and stresses, the curious theme word which came to mind was “cherish.” [I received 
confirmation later in the day as the target word in a game I play on my phone was “cherish.”] 

 The more I have thought about it, the more important I see the concept of cherishing to be.  I say that because 
I’m aware that such an emotional connection with others often is relegated to the back seat as we strive to do all 
the things our traditions tell us is necessary to “make the season bright.”  For instance, I am afraid I added to our 
household’s anxiety by raising the specter of writing and editing and addressing and mailing the annual Christmas 
letter that we send to friends and family.   

 I think Sybella and I have discovered one way we can nurture “cherish time” during the hurry and flurry of 
Christmas preparations.  She is working on a project for one of our sons which involves a lot of drawing, which she 
can do while “watching” (actually listening to) a movie.  I have several films I like to view in the run-up to 
Christmas so I am discerning a schedule that will honor both of our desires.  Time together shows that we cherish 
each other. 

 Going back to Christmas correspondence, pausing to pray for the recipient as you address their envelope 
could be a way of cherishing who they are to you while blessing them from afar.  Taking some time to bake 
seasonal delights for neighbors then delivering them in time for them to be able to share with their family and 
friends demonstrates delicious cherishing. 

 What I think you are seeing in my prescriptions is a mindfulness of those around us, a desire to truly connect 
with them.  And the recipients of such attention can go far beyond our “usual suspects” of family and friends.  
Mother Teresa said she could care for the suffering daily because she saw the face of Christ upon each person she 
met and cared for.  I am hopeful that might also be true of you and me: to connect with the harassed person at 
the post office when we mail our packages and share a kind, gentle word; to address by name your server next 
time you’re dining out and be a little extra generous in your tip; to really see the homeless person asking for a 
handout and honor their existence with a few words if not a little cash; to bless those in dire need elsewhere with 
contributions in the name of those on your Christmas list who need nothing but an expression of your care. 

 There is much we can do to cherish those around us, and it may mean that some lesser items on our list of to-
dos goes unchecked today…and tomorrow.  It was the business of Jesus to care for those whom he met along the 
way; we should not let our busyness keep us from loving like Jesus. 

 In the Name of Emmanuel—God with Us!, 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR DECEMBER 
 

Welcome to the most wonderful time of the year!  Our worship in December encapsulates 
three Sundays in Advent, the celebration of Christmas on its Eve and Day, and a brief event on 
New Year’s Eve to prepare us to step faithfully into the New Year.  Join us! 

December 4 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
 Sermon: Living into the Hope of the Ages 
 Our monthly Communion offering will go to the Love Fund, which offers immediate help to 
those coming with dire need for assistance.  This fund is administered by Pastor Gary and 
Temple Gallagher in the office. 
 
December 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55; Matthew 11:2-11 
 Sermon: Unmistakable Signs 

December 18 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 Sermon: Emmanuel for Everyone 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 p.m. 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
 Sermon: Long-Awaited Love Arrives 
 Our Christmas Offering will be evenly divided between a local and global ministry, each 

of which focus on aiding children in need.  Our global partner will be Children’s Hope in Uganda 

and its work with disabled children.  Our local partner will be One Charter Elementary School 

(Formally known as TLC School). It is designed to serve students whose families are experiencing 

homelessness and are unable to attend or do not have a school of origin.   

 
December 25 Christmas Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
December 31 Covenant Renewal Gathering, 5:00 p.m. 
 In keeping with Methodist tradition, we will gather to consider how God is inviting us to live 
and serve in 2023, giving each participant an opportunity to adopt plans for growth in their faith 
expressed through their faithful behavior.   
 Scriptures: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8; Matthew 25:31-46  
 Sermon: Pure and Purposeful Pursuits 

 
 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 12/20 
for the JANUARY 2023 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 



 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
2  Sela Vea 
3  Katelyn Coward  
3 John Gallagher 
3 Paul Mohetau 
13 Maranda Ramirez 
13 Danilo Cruz 
15 Tim Fox 
17 Sue Riess 
17 Judy Sears 
21 Zoe Gale 
24 Milise Manumanu 
25 JESUS 
26 Al Hoslett 
28 Merelita McKenzie 
29 Brian Fox 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
3  Manuopea & Vaitafa  
 Heimoana  

 

   PRAYER CHAIN 
     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  
Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer Ministry.  Please send 
any prayer requests to Sham at:  shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are 
grateful that Sham is serving our church in this way.  
     You can also visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on 
CONNECT then click on PRAYER REQUEST.      

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would 
like to receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad 
to add you! You may also call the office at 209-
472-2177. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message To Holy Cross From The Bugembe 
Women's Centre, With Thanks From Nelly & Hope 
  
Happy belated Thanksgiving. We  are thankful for 
many things, including the family at Holy Cross 
UMC. We have much love for everyone, and we 
pray that Hope can one day meet them and thank 
them for changing the lives of many women in 
Bugembe. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Submitted by Wayne Mock 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD (ABOUT) 

From Genesis to Revelation the Bible is full of appearances of angels; angels announcing, acting, and adoring. 

Most Old Testament references are to “the angel of the LORD” or of God, who many scholars believe to be a 

theophany – an appearance of God.  Indeed, Moses is met at the burning bush by the angel of the LORD who self-

identifies as the  I AM, the eternal God, the God of Israel. In one reference, the angel of the LORD intercedes for 

the people of Judah, and for Joshua the High Priest (an antitype of Jeshua our High Priest?) (Zech 1:12; 3:1-5). 

 

First Biblical mention of an angel is in Gen 16:7, when Hagar is waiting to die in the wilderness. The Angel of the 

LORD brings her a message of comfort from God. The LORD appears (probably as the Angel) to Abram several 

times, and to Isaac, and wrestles with Jacob. Perhaps heaven has an Obstetrics Division. An angel delivered birth 

announcements to Hagar, Sarah, Samson’s parents, Zechariah, Joseph, and to Mary (did I miss any?). 

 

Angels have a prominent role around the birth of Jesus, and a few times (recorded) during his ministry. 

Zacharias was visited by the angel Gabriel who informed him that his wife, Elizabeth, would have a son, to be 

named John. Zach wanted a sign and got the silent treatment. Then Gabriel visited Mary to let her know she has 

been chosen to give birth to Messiah! When this young woman (14-15 years old?) asks how, the angel patiently 

explains it: God will do something special, unique.  Joseph, upset that is fiancé, Mary, is pregnant, has a dream in 

which an angel says it’s OK to take Mary as his wife. This pregnancy is God’s doing, no sin here. Joseph proves he 

is indeed a good man and marries Mary. An angel, in a dream, warn him to take is family and flee Herod’s wrath. 

And once more, in Egypt, Joseph is told in a dream it is OK to return home to Nazareth. (Reminds me of Jacob’s 

son, Joseph, the dreamer). When Jesus is born angels proclaim the event to shepherds and to anyone around to 

hear the shouting from the skies: God has gone from heaven to live on earth, as an earthling! 

 

No more angels are heard about until after Jesus endures evil for 40 days, and again when he is in agony in the 

garden. Another Mary is told by an angel of Jesus’ resurrection.  Elsewhere in the New Testament: the angel of 

the Lord springs the Apostles from prison (Acts 5). The apostle, Philip, is given marching orders by an angel (Ac. 

8).  Cornelius, a gentile! has an angel visit, and Peter, a kosher Jew, has a God-conversation which connects the 

two men. The result is an explosion of faith and belief in Christ Jesus. Later, in prison, again (Ac 28), Peter, again, 

gets a wake-up call from an angel and in a daze walks out. In Ac 12, Herod the king of Israel boasts of his 

greatness. Angel action gives Herod death worms. 

 

The last book in the Bible, the Revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1), is filled with angels adoring God, acting at God’s 

command, and announcing doom to the God-denying world. 

 

My theme for Advent organ preludes this year is angels. I feel we need to remember that God has taken a hand in 

human history thus far. Why would he not now and until he brings this age to an end?  God and angels God has 

sent have told us that God has a plan, power to enact that plan, and provision to include us – you and me, in that 

plan. 

Angels we have heard (about) on high. Listen! the Herald Angels (still) sing. 
O, Be still my soul, the LORD is on your side. 

In recalling the visits of angels surrounding the Christmas Story 
I invite you to reflect on what God is saying to you at this time of wondrous events. 



WHAT IS ADVENT? 

     Advent is a four-Sunday season of 

preparation in the church (and the world) for 

the arrival of Christ into the world, both at 

Christmas and in our lives. An Advent wreath 

is one of the traditional accessories for the 

season. The wreath is decorated with 

greenery and laid upon a stand. A large white 

candle, called the Christ Candle, stands in the 

middle of the wreath and four candles are 

placed into the wreath surrounding the central candle. The four candles may be all blue, all 

purple, or three purple and one pink. These candles are lit on successive Sundays in Advent, 

one for each week. The pink one is lit on the third week and the Christ Candle is lit on either 

Christmas Eve or Christmas day, and on each Sunday during Christmastide.  

     Now, why the pink candle? In the earliest years of the church the only church season was 

Lent, the seven weeks prior to Easter. Lent was a season of fasting and prayer as the church 

commemorated the crucifixion of Jesus. The traditional color of banners in the church during 

this time was a deep purple, signifying royalty, repentance, and suffering. During Lent the 

church lit seven candles, one for each week of the solemn season. However solemn the 

season, the story of Lent also has a twinge of hope and joy since the death of Christ 

prefigured the resurrection. So, on the third Sunday of Lent, the church was encouraged not 

to fast, but to feast. In ancient times on this particular Sunday the Pope would honor a citizen 

with a pink rose, and as time passed the priests wore pink vestments on this day as a 

reminder of the coming joy.  

     When the season of Advent was instituted the church viewed it as a mini-Lent, a time for 

reflection and repentance (thus the purple). In so doing, the church adopted the first four 

candles of Lent and changed the third candle of Advent to pink in honor of the Lenten 

tradition. This is why we have a pink candle in our Advent Wreaths.  

     To further heighten the sense of anticipation of Christ's coming during Advent, the church 

named each candle in the wreath -- the first being hope, the second peace, the third joy, and 

the fourth love (there are a number of other traditional names as well, though these are some 

of the most ancient). It has always seemed fitting to me that the pink candle is the candle of 

joy, the one that speaks to us with its twinge of color.  



Improving Devotion in 2023 

We have a few copies left in the office. If you are interested in a 
Disciplines for 2023, please respond by email to 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or call the church office at  
209-472-2177.  
 
Pricing:  Regular print    $11    Large print       $13 
 
For over 50 years, The Upper Room Disciplines has spiritually nurtured 
individuals to center their hearts and minds on God. Based on the 
Revised Common Lectionary, this inspiring devotional provides an opportunity to look more 
deeply at Scripture and become rooted in the teachings of God. Throughout the year, 53 
different Christian thought leaders from diverse traditions will help you engage with God's Word 
through daily prayers, Scripture readings, and meditations. Features "A Guide to Daily Prayer" 
and an index of biblical passages.  

Monthly Flower Bed Maintenance 
By Rita Steele 

We are hosting a last Saturday of each month clean-up of our beautiful flower beds.  They add so much to our church 
yard.  We need helpers to sign up and spend an hour, or a few, and do regular maintenance so the gardening is more 
manageable.  Anyone can come and spend time in the outdoors with us.   

I will have a sign up in the Fireside Room, leave a message at the church office 209-472-2177, or email 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  But, if after Saturday breakfast you decide you need to get out of the house, come on 
over.  We would love to have you.   

DECEMBER 31st  9:00 am—11:00 am 



Submitted by Rita Steele 

 

YEAR END FUNDRAISER! 

 

Every donation helps, even small ones! 

 

Please help us reach our year-end goal of $25,000 and 25 new recurring monthly donors. 

Donations can also be made at www.familypromisesjc.org/donate 

 

Family Promise SJC works with families specifically with children experiencing homelessness. We 

partner with local congregations (churches, synagogues, etc.) to provide food and shelter for families 

in our program. 

 

Day Center acts like a home-base for families in our program: Where kids get picked up for school, 

families can shower and do laundry, and parents work with our case manager to connect them to 

resources and assist them in finding jobs, childcare, and ultimately housing. 

 

The goal is to address root causes to homelessness and to provide sustainability. 

 
Kathy Kimber 
Family Promise Liaison  

CARING MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 

DECEMBER 12  9:30—10:30 am 
 
Sister Libby Fernandez, founder of Mercy Pedalers in 
Sacramento, will be at our church Monday, December 12 at 
9:30 -  10:30 for an orientation meeting for anyone interested 
in participating in a ministry to homeless men and women in 
Stockton. 
 
As Mercy Pedalers, we would Typically spend 2 hours 9-11 
serving coffee and cocoa and providing necessities such as 
gloves, hats or hygiene products. As a new group we can 
decide together how often and where. 

 
This is one way that we can show Christian love and concern.  Bring anyone you know that might be interested. 
They do not have to be church members. Their website is https://mercypedalers.com  

http://www.familypromisesjc.org/donate?fbclid=IwAR1r0ExrlrxYSxJPTTPh3x0ao3802EipSQWtpI9ECEmjEHD5CASRQBgA56Y
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF at the OFFICE 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 


