
 I don’t know about you, but I sincerely would like to know where 2021 has gone.  I can hardly believe I’m 
about to turn to the last page on my monthly calendar.  Maybe it is because I’m getting older, or because so much 
of this past year has been plagued by uncertainty, but I feel like life has happened by fits and starts, with little real 
flow.  How about you? 

 There is a line out of the song Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell which says: Don't it always seem to go that you 
don't know what you've got till it's gone; they paved paradise, put up a parking lot.  That seems to fit what we 
have been experiencing the past 20 months of this pandemic.  We yearn for a normalcy that we did not 
appreciate fully until it was taken away back in March of 2020.  If you are like me, you are eager for days when we 
no longer feel obligated to wear a mask, or awkwardly have to decide whether to shake hands or bump fists, or 
run for a COVID-19 test whenever we develop a cough. 

 So here we are in that hurry and flurry that is December with its expectations of special events (dare we go?), 
gift exchanges (what can I possibly get him?), and—of course—shopping: in person (egads! the crowds!) or online 
(will it get here in time?).   Unlike any year in our history (except 2020) we have not balked at travel or gathering 
or shopping, and here we are, second guessing all of the above. 

 I am bringing the stress to the surface so that I can propose a prescription for faithfully living out these days.  
My proposal is to take time out to prayerfully consider how you want to engage in the options and opportunities 
of these weeks.  Let God offer you insight and inspiration as to how best to honor the Lord and everyone else by 
the activities you attend and the others you avoid. 

 So try this: sit down with your time-management tool—be that a kitchen calendar, a Day-Timer, or the 
calendar on your phone.  Assemble all the optional activities of school or office gatherings, church services, family 
get-togethers, and the rest.  Then prayerfully lift each up to God and weigh the risk and reward, the hopes and 
fears of that event.  If you sense “no,” then don’t go; if the leading is to “yes,” then sign-up or RSVP.  The prime 
directive in the process is to honor God through your behavior, which may be stay at home all month. 

 As you read through this edition of The Grapevine you will see that we will be offering several special worship 
opportunities, some available only online.  I have done that so that you may choose to participate while remaining 
safe—and sane—at home.  And even that may be too much—and that’s okay.   

 Like you, I am very weary of the constraints of the pandemic.  So let me urge us all—at least one more time—
to keep on keeping on, to do the good before us to do which will keep ourselves—and those around us—safe and 
healthy, honored and appreciated.  Better days are coming, let’s do what’s needful now so that we can enjoy 
them then. 

 Yours for Christ,    

 

Pastors Ponderings 

1200 WEST HAMMER LANE, STOCKTON, CA 95209       (209) 472-2177       WWW.HOLYCROSSUMC.US 

Seeking the Way~Experiencing God’s Love~Sharing Our Life Together 

Holy 
Cross 
United  
Methodist 
Church 

 

The Grapevine 
December2021 



WORSHIP THEMES FOR DECEMBER 

     The Sundays in December will span the 2nd Sunday of Advent through the 1st Sunday after 
Christmas as well as a Watch Night opportunity on New Year’s Eve.  I hope—whether you attend in 
person or virtually—that your appreciation for the Savior will grow in this season of his coming. 
 
Sunday, December 5 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Luke 3:1-6 
 Sermon: Preparing the Way of the Lord 
 We will celebrate Holy Communion as part of our worship. 
 Following our worship—weather permitting—we will journey to our newly completed labyrinth 
to consecrate (bless) it for God’s use. 
 
Sunday, December 12 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 12:2-6; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 3:7-18 
 Sermon: Expectations Becoming Ethics 
 
Sunday, December 19 4th Sunday of Advent 

Scriptures: Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:39-45; Luke 1:46b-55 
 Sermon: Daring to Believe 
 
Tuesday, December 21 (7:00 p.m.) Longest Night Service 
 Scriptures: TBA 
 Christmas is not a time of joy for everyone.  If the required jollity of the season seems 
oppressive to you, join us for a livestream observance of the Longest Night, when light is in shortest 
supply here north of the equator. 
 You are invited to tune in with a candle at the ready, to be ignited as part of worship together.  
Join us—via livestream only—to sit with your feelings and frustrations, inviting God to be clearly 
present with you, just as you are. 
 
Friday, December 24 (7:00 p.m.) Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
 Sermon: Sometimes a Light Surprises 
 The carol singing portion will begin at 6:40 with the worship beginning at 7:00.  If you choose to 
attend via livestream, you are invited to “show up” in our worship by submitting a photo of yourself 
holding a lighted candle, which will be included in a montage with other worshipers as we celebrate 
the birth of the Savior.  Please submit your photo (by December 15) to: hcpastorg@gmail.com.  
 
Sunday, December 26 1st Sunday after Christmas 
                                                                                                                                 Feast Day of St. Stephen 
 Scriptures: Psalm 148, Colossians 3:12-17; Acts of the Apostles 6:1-8 
 Sermon: Walking with Two Saints of Service 
 
Friday, December 31 (5:00 p.m.) New Year’s Eve Covenant Renewal 
 Methodists have long taken time at year’s end to assess how they are living out their faith, and 
to decide where changes in direction may be indicated.  Join us—via livestream only—for a shared 
time of encouragement and intentional reflection in order to walk into 2022 with renewed 
confidence and hope.  Materials helping you prepare for this time of commitment will be available 
via email and website as the day draws near. 

mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com


GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 12/20 

for the JANUARY 2022 issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

     Welcome to the color Gray/Grey, but as I write this, today the Sun is shining.  This is the time of 
transition.  Soon it will be Winter with more grey skies and hopefully rain.  November 28th is the first 
Sunday in Advent.  Children get their Advent Calendars and open 1 window every day in 
anticipation of Christmas, Christ’s birth.  Adults have special Bible verses for Advent reading.  It is a 
time of anticipation, we wait for Jesus’s birth, we send cards, bake Christmas cookies, listen to 
Christmas music, make arrangement to spend time with family and friends. I think about the stories, 
The Little Drummer Boy, the story of the poinsettia and The Polar Express and one  very  important 
story, The Christmas Story in the Bible. 
 

 “Joy is the echo of God’s life within us.” taken from: ”You are Amazing! Remember that! 
 
     I want to thank everyone who made our Craft Faire/ Bake Sale so successful!!  We had crafters, 
bakers, and the people who set up the sale and those who put it away.  I want to thank our church 
family who supported us with buying our goods,   THANK YOU!  SAVE the DATE, DECEMBER 
19th,  we will be having  Holiday Cookie Plates for sale after the 10:30 service.   
 
     I know J-O-Y Circle has not been the same since the Pandemic started and I appreciate all those 
who have hung in there.  I have to admit the fellowship has been the most important to me.   We 
don’t know when things will be “normal” or what the new “normal” will be.   God’s help and the 
Holy Spirit’s nudges, it might be something new and better.  We might discover new ways to serve 
and be God’s hands and feet on this earth.  “. . .when did we see you naked and gave you clothes, or 
hungry and gave you food, or in prison and visited you, when you did this for the least of these, you 
did it for me.” 
 
December Birthdays—December 25th—JESUS 
 
Our next J-O-Y Circle meeting will be January 11th, 2022 @ 10:00-11:30 (Note the change in time)     
Bring with you,  your thoughts on what this Christmas meant to you.   
 
God’s Blessings to You and your Family, 
Judith Ernst, Convener  

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle DECEMBER 



Special Offerings in December 
 We will be receiving two special offerings in December, and invite your generous support of each one. 

 We will collect our monthly Communion Offering on Sunday, December 5, with the proceeds going to the 
United Methodist Student Day Offering. 

 From December 6 until Christmas, we will be inviting you to donate towards our Christmas offering which 
will be divided evenly between Children’s Hope in Uganda and Family Promise of San Joaquin--Day Center. 
You may contribute by noting “Christmas Offering” on your check or offering envelope or going to our 
website (www.holycrossumc.us), selecting the “Donate” tab and then selecting the “Christmas Offering” 
fund. For more information on the recipient groups see below or the next page.  

 I invite you to consider these donations as a possible alternative to one more item to buy, wrap, and give 
to someone who is already getting more than they desire.  Let them know you thought of them as you gave 
to those experiencing great need: I think they will feel blessed! 

FAMILY PROMISE OF SAN JOAQUIN 
NEWS… 

 
We have good news to share regarding Family Promise and plans for opening the 
San Joaquin affiliate to begin serving families by spring 2022! 
   
Recent happenings include the hiring of Jory Gwasdoff as Executive Director and 
the leasing of property at Zion Lutheran Church as the program Day Center.  Also, 
the hiring process has begun for the Case Manager who will work directly with families to move them toward 
permanent housing and financial stability.  These are very positive steps to finally seeing all the hard work of 
so many people come to fruition.   
 
Several of us had the opportunity to tour the Day Center site in October and came away energized by the 
prospect of finally serving children and their families through this great program.  
 
For Holy Cross UMC this means returning our focus to our responsibility as a host congregation - planning for 
having overnight guests at the church three-four times per year, one week at a time.  This would include 
planning room arrangements, supplies and set-up, meal planning and preparation, and activity planning for 
evenings with parents and children. To make this a reality, we need  volunteers! 
 
It is an exciting time to be involved at the beginning of a program with potential to have such an impact on 
local families!    Be ready to jump in and help where you can, you won’t regret it. 
 
Kathy Kimber 
Family Promise Liaison  

http://www.holycrossumc.us


Children’s Hope, Jinja 
 
     Children’s Hope, Jinja came into existence as a Community Based 
Organization in April 2016.  At that time we didn’t know how it would develop, 
other than to provide services to children with disabilities and their families.  
Since that time there has been a school for children with hearing impairments, 
currently staffed by three trained teachers.  In addition, each year fifteen plus 
children with physical disabilities are supported financially to attend their local 
primary or secondary school.  A small number of students with multiple 
disabilities were also supported to attend a special class at their local primary 
school. 
     None of this was enough to meet the needs of all the children in the area.  
After some discussion and planning it was decided a center to house more specialized classes, including for 
students with vision impairment and multiple disabilities, as well as specialized vocational training programs was 
needed.   
     In 2017, with a little help from friends at Holy Cross, the first plot of land was purchased with an option to 
purchase a second adjacent plot.  I am so happy to report on October 10, 2021 we completed the purchase of 
three additional plots. Children’s Hope now owns five plots of land in Wanyange, Jinja North Division, Jinja City, 
Uganda sufficient to build the Children’s Hope Empowerment Center. 
     Do we have the money to build the center?  No!  But we didn’t have any money to buy the land either.  Thank 
you to everyone who has supported Children’s Hope with your interest, your prayers and your financial support!   
You have no idea what it has meant to the kids and their families! 
                   Submitted by Kathy Kimber 

2017-The land when we first 
purchased it 

Architectural drawing of the 
first building to be built,  

classrooms & offices  

2021– The land now with 
panted bananas. Pictured is 

Juma Ssozi, Executive Director 



DECEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

2 Sela Vea 
3  Katelyn Coward  
3 John Gallagher 
3 Don Haack 
3 Paul Mohetau 
13 Maranda Ramirez 
13 Danilo Cruz 
15 Tim Fox 
17 Sue Riess 
17 Judy Sears 
21 Zoe Gale 
24 Milise Manumanu 
25 JESUS 
26 Al Hoslett 
28 Merelita McKenzie 
29 Brian Fox 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

3 Manuopea & Vaitafa 
 Heimoana 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 
chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 
special needs.  You can also visit our website at 
holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 
PRAYER REQUEST.      
     Sham Lee-Sealey leads the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com. We are grateful that Sham is 
serving our church in this way. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the 
church uses is EMAIL.  If you would like to 
receive the Church News emails please 
send an email to the Church office at 
holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be glad to add 
you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


Sunday, December 19th 11:30-12:30   

 

     The ladies of JOY Circle are at it again.  Please join them 

for a Holiday Bake Sale after church December 19th from 

11:30 to 12:30.  Sale items will include your favorite holiday 

goodies.  A featured specialty item will be cookie trays of mixed 

items.  We will offer small trays for $10 and Large trays for 

$20. Cookie trays can be pre-ordered and available for 

delivery by calling Kathy Kimber at 209-603-1129. 

 

     Cash and credit cards accepted.  Funds will go to support 

the ongoing ministries of Holy Cross UMC. 

 

     If you would like to support the event by contributing your 

special holiday treats, please contact Judith Ernst or Kathy 

Kimber. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

A New Resource to Aid Your Spiritual Walk—Literally  

 Our new labyrinth was completed on Monday, November 22 as Sione Manumanu and his crew of 
landscapers compacted the last of the decomposed granite in the walkways of this newest spiritual resource 
to grace the grounds of Holy Cross. 

 Weather permitting we will consecrate this place and space following worship on Sunday, December 5.  
Additional landscaping is in the offing and should be completed in the next few weeks, but this tried-and-true 
resource for contemplation and Christian practice is open for our use. 

 As the person who originally floated the idea of a labyrinth on our grounds, I cannot express my joy at 
having this resource available for us and the community.  The quality of its construction far exceeds my 
expectations and that quality will ensure its usability for generations to come.  I will be working to increase 
its visibility in our community’s consciousness in the weeks ahead. 

 I will be making walks in the labyrinth a regular part of my spiritual discernment practice; I hope you will 
be joining me. 

—submitted by Pastor Gary 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Submitted by Wayne Mock 
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         Sent with to: 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

 


