
 I don’t think I can say often enough how proud I am to be your pastor!  That pride grows out of your 
generosity of spirit, demonstrated in recent weeks in several laudable ways: 

 Investing in the homeless: For the second straight year, the people of Holy Cross did a great job fund-
raising for Family Promise in their nationwide effort Night Without a Bed on June 26.  More than a dozen 
people slept out at the church after a fine evening of feasting and fund-raising.  The breakfast and 
conversation before worship the next morning completed a very rewarding event.  I had set a fund-raising 
goal of $2,500 for our congregation and when all the money was counted, we had raised $3,760 for this 
great outreach effort: 150% of the goal: well done! 

 Coming alongside the survivors of tragedy: After much detailed preparation, 28 of us gathered on 
Saturday, July 10 to assemble Fire Recovery Buckets, which will go to people in the wake of a devastating 
wildfire—such as those burning right now all over the West.  I think our new District Superintendent, the 
Rev. David Niu—who joined us that morning—was favorably impressed by how our church could not only 
get things together but also afford the denomination a handy place to store these buckets until they are 
needed.  The luncheon which capped off the morning gave us the chance to celebrate all we had done. 

 Reaching the needy in Uganda: During July, we have organized two separate efforts to aid our friends in 
Uganda.  The New-to-You Sale on July 15, 17, and 18 brought together merchandise and ministry supporters 
to raise an as-yet undisclosed amount in support of the Bugembe Women’s Center.  And then, our 
Christmas in July special offering on the 25th enlisted our investment in the students and families whose 
level of need has been exacerbated by the pandemic as it shuts down much of Africa.  Again, your 
generosity is making a difference! 

 In the wake of such support for so many, I want to invite all of us to think even more strategically of how 
our generosity can bless those experiencing need near and far.  Many years ago now, the Rev. Mike Slaughter 
of Ginghamsburg UMC in Ohio challenged his congregation to invest as much in the needy in the Christmas 
season as they spent on family and friends.  I want to take a page out of his playbook and encourage us—
beginning now—to consider how we might give more to those in need by giving less to those with too much 
already. 

 It has been said that people don’t plan to fail, but they do fail to plan.  So join me in budgeting towards 
Christmas with an eye to being extra-generous to those who will benefit most from our aid.  And then, that 
said, let us engage in an intentional effort to discern and decide how we will target outreach to bestow the best 
blessings. 

 If you know of specific ministries, social service agencies, niche charities, etc. which you want to have 
considered for our special Christmas giving, please forward details to either Temple, Tracy, or me.  Please send 
your suggestions on or before September 15 so that the Church Council can decide on the target organizations 
and we can publicize our plans in order to maximize people’s participation. 

 I am excited to think how God will work through us in the months ahead. 

 Yours for Christ, 

  

Pastors Ponderings 
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COME JOIN OUR CELEBRATION! 

This SUNDAY, AUGUST 1st – Free Lunch on the Patio after Church 

     We are recognizing Pastor Tevita’s Appointment as Associate Pastor at Holy Cross. 
     Pastor Gary (who is reappointed as our Senior Pastor) and Pastor Tevita will be jointly leading our services that 
day and serving Holy Communion.  Following church, we’ll have a celebratory lunch on the patio - no charge. 
     Come meet Pastor Tevita and his family in person. But let me introduce him briefly now: 
     Rev. Dr. Tevita F. Vaikona has been a pastor of the United Methodist Church for more than 15 years. He grew 
up on the small island of Uiha, Tonga, but had to go to Tonga’s big island for high school at Tupou College. He 
attended college in Fiji (another island country about 500 miles away) and at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Kentucky.  He earned his Master of Divinity from Pacific University of Religion located in Berkeley and his Doctor 
of Divinity from Drew University in New Jersey. As you can see, he has had quite a life’s journey.  He is fluent in 
English and Tongan, his first language. 
     Pastor Tevita is married to Ofaloto (Ofa). They have two children Afu Gloria (Gloria) and Grace Hau’alofa’ia 
(Grace). You can read more about Pastor Tevita and his family on our church web site www.holycrossumc.us look 
for the “About us” tab and then “Meet our Staff.” 
     Pastor Tevita is also reappointed as Pastor of Linden UMC, his time is shared equally between his two 
appointments.  His appointment here at Holy Cross is largely underwritten by the CA-NV Conference of the UMC, 
as a special language ministry.  
     One of Pastor Tevita’s favorite sayings from John Wesley is “We know God is always with us.” And, his own 
experience leads him to say – “God is good, all the time. God is great every day.” 
     We are looking forward to Pastor Tevita’s service for all our members, our youth and San Joaquin’s Pacific 
Islander Community.  
                                                  Submitted by Ken Steele 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


WORSHIP THEMES FOR AUGUST 
This month we will wrap up our exploration of the second half of The Ten Commandments, looking at these 
defining guidelines through the lens of Jesus’ ministry; using as a reference the book Words of Life: Jesus and 
the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today, by Adam Hamilton.   
 

Sunday, August 1 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scripture: Exodus 20:13; Matthew 5:21-22, 43-45a 
 Sermon: Commandment #6: Valuing Life 
 Communion will be served as part of our regular worship once again. 
 Our Communion offering will benefit the 1TLC School here in Stockton. 
 Following worship, there will be a special luncheon celebrating our 
 newly-appointed Associate Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Tevita Vaikona. 
 

Sunday, August 8 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27-30; John 8:2-11 
 Sermon: Commandment #7: Do Not Commit Adultery 
 The sermon will be given by Lay Leader Tracy Tennies. 
 

Sunday, August 15 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: Exodus 20:15 

 Sermon: Commandment #8: Do Not Steal 
 The sermon will be given by the Rev. Dave Bennett. 
 

Sunday, August 22 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Exodus 20:16; James 3:6-10; Matthew 7:1-5 
 Sermon: Commandment #9: Tell the Truth 
 

Sunday, August 29 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Scriptures: Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:13-21; 1 Timothy 6:9-10;  
  Romans 13:8-10 
 Sermon: Commandment #10: Living with Enough 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 8/20 

for the SEPTEMBER issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

     I can’t believe it’s August already!  I have had a wonderful summer filled with fun activities and 

trips.  We of course have COVID on our minds, as the Delta variant seems to be on the rise.  We 

cancelled our trip this month to New Jersey. We can make plans to see my dear brother-in-law when 

it’s safe.  Please stay safe folks. 

     As most of you know, we have one child, Addison. He is 23 now and graduated from Sacramento 

State in May of 2020.  We are so pleased to announce that he was accepted into the Masters 

Graduate program at the University of the Pacific.  Our hearts are bursting with joy! 

     If you plan to come to the office, remember to please wear your mask if your not vaccinated. My 

heart is full and God is great! Smile everyday!     

     Blessings and love,   Temple 



     Hi, how are you doing?  Can you believe that it is Back-to-School time (Hopefully). According to the 
news we have two new strains of COVID-19.  Just when we thought we were doing better. 
     On a lighter note, J-O-Y Circle is sponsoring "Sock September".  We are asking our church family to 
donate new or gently used socks.  Look for the black box in the Social Hall next month. The socks will be 
donated to various charity groups and put in the bags of Grace, as well. 
     I would like to point out that JOY Circle does more than crafts & Bags of Grace and sleeping bags.  We 
are a group of women who enjoy fellowship and friendship. We care for and about each other.   We 
do have Bible studies.  We would like to have more of our women join us and bring their ideas.  Or 
perhaps there are some of you who would like another day or time.   You could form another group that 
meets your needs.  We need a leader.  Well, one way to do that in the beginning is that each one takes a 
month.  The leader picks a subject and lets the group know.  You meet at the time & place chosen.   Let’s 
say Sybella is the first one to do a meeting and she’s picked gardening (everyone knows that is one of her 
passions).  And then you go on from there.  There is no right or wrong way to get be a group.  It takes 
people who are interested and have an idea or a passion.  It takes one person to “light the fire and the rest 
will follow”. 
     “It only takes a spark to get a fire going. And then those all around will warm up in its glowing, that’s 
how it is with God’s love once you experience, you want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it 
on”. 
     Former member, Ilah Mae Osborn, will turn “100” on August 12th.  We thought it would be nice to 
send her birthday cards from her former church family.  She is now in a senior living facility.  Here is her 
address:  Ilah Mae Osborn, 21592 Buena Suerte #268,  Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688.  She was a very 
active member of our church and J-O-Y Circle for many years. 
 
Judith Ernst, Convener 

Jottings from J-O-Y Circle JULY 

Family Promise 
 

     As we have continued in our commitment to be a host congregation 
for Family Promise of San Joaquin County, I am so grateful for the 
ongoing participation of the Holy Cross community.   
     As a church more than $400 in gift cards were given in support of 
local youth who qualify as homeless.   
     The Night Without a Bed event was a big success both in 
participation and giving.  More than 30 attended the barbecue dinner 
where we were entertained by our Pacific Islander youth performing 
native dances.  That was followed by a number of people who spent 
the night in tents, lawn chairs, their car or on the floor in recognition of 
the living conditions of many in our community.  Nearly $4000 was donated to our local affiliate as a 
result of this event, exceeding the original goal of $2500. 
     Our local affiliate recently hired a director, Jory Gwasdoff.  They have also restarted the process to 
lease space for the Day Center which is crucial to our ability to begin providing housing for families.   
     Please keep Family Promise San Joaquin County in your prayers and be watching for additional 
activities where you can add your support. 
 
Kathy Kimber, Liaison 



Children’s Hope 
 

     It was only a few months ago we were excited to have our students back in school and working hard to catch 
up on their studies following the year long lockdown in Uganda.  Sadly, in June there was an increase in COVID-19 
in the country and they are again under lockdown.  All schools are closed and many people are out of work. 
     Ssozi Juma, director of Children’s Hope, has been working hard to provide support to our children and their 
families, as well as the many adults with disabilities in the community.  He received permission to deliver corn 
flour, beans, masks and hand sanitizers to surrounding communities.  There was also an opportunity for students 
and parents to receive similar supplies at the school office.   
     The bananas planted on our Wanyange property continue to do well and are periodically harvested to share 
with families.  So far, about fifty bunches have been shared from the small shoots that were planted. 
     All of our friends in Uganda are very appreciative of the prayers and support coming to them from Holy Cross.  
And I thank you for your continued care. 
           Submitted by Kathy Kimber  





AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

5 Aliva Okusi Jr.  
6 Ele Lomano 
7 Suni Pilivi 
9 Stephanie Maynard 
9 Sally Cain 
10 Jeremy Tostie 
11 Diana Gallegos 
12 Ilah Mae Osborn 
12 Richard Ernst 
14 David Ramirez 
15 Bob McCafferty 
24 Lupe Eva 
24 Ana Vanila Siale 
27 Grace Ramirez 
30 Diane Morgali 
30 Kylie Dahl 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARY 

 8 Lucy & Jim Dahlstrom 
 9 Vi & Bob Armstrong 
 9 Bob & Pat McCafferty 
15 Carl & Gayla Wimer  
31 Lorrie & Al Hoslett 

   PRAYER CHAIN 

     I am happy to announce that Sham Lee-Sealey has 
volunteered to lead the Holy Cross Prayer 
Ministry.  Please send any prayer requests to Sham at:  
shamlynlee@gmail.com 

     Kathy Nesmith and I will continue as Sham’s 
assistants and backups for the prayer ministry efforts.  I 
will continue to be available if you have questions, 
requests, or concerns. 

     I am grateful that Sham is choosing to answer this 
call to serve and thankful that I can be a conduit for her 
service. 

Blessings, Tracy Tennies 

Your Holy Cross Lay Leader   

     The prayer chain is available by email. The prayer 

chain provides prayer support for those in crisis or with 

special needs.  You can also visit our website at 

holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click on 

PRAYER REQUEST. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is 
EMAIL.  If you would like to receive the Church 
News emails please send an email to the Church 
office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be 
glad to add you! You may also call the office at 209-
472-2177. 

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF (south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross 
BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 

 

    We’re Back  

Wednesday Night Live 

August 25th at 5:30 P.M. 

  on the church patio 

Join us for food, fellowship,  

and a look at how we might use  

our time together in the upcoming year. 





Psalm 33 begins: 
 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: 
for praise is comely for the upright. 
Praise the Lord with harp: 
sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. 
Sing unto him a new song; 
play skillfully with a loud noise. (KJV) 

 

     Other versions translate ‘skillfully’ as: play your best, play beautifully. 
     Musicians diligently practice honing their craft to play skillfully, beautifully. Since God is the author 
of the talent, excellence of performance is the goal, is good stewardship, and is a way to give God 
thanks and praise. The Apostle Paul admonished believers at Rome writing: “I intreat you all, in light of 
God’s mercy, offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, which is your logical 
worship” Rom 12:1 (my translation). Other versions translate “your reasonable service, your true and 
proper worship. The Greek word translated as ‘reasonable’ is the word from which comes the English 
word ‘logical’.  
     So, when we think of what Christ Jesus has done for us, it is only reasonable that we give our entire 
body, soul, and mind to the service and worship of God.  In other letters the apostle exhorts believers: 
no matter what you do, do it so as to give God glory, (1 Cor 10:3); whatever you do, in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, to God’s glory, (Col 3:17); do it heartily, for the Lord, not to 
please people (Col 3: 23). 
     So, musicians who love the Lord (indeed everyone who loves the Lord in whatever they do) play, 
sing, dance or do whatever art form to the very best of their ability, understanding that the ultimate 
audience is the LORD our God, Creator and King of the universe. 
     And, whatever we do in word or deed, also affects and reflects on Christ’s Body, the Church.  What 
I do at home, at work, at the store, represents you and our own church on Hammer Lane. Selah 
(ponder that). 
     As I thought about this and my music practice method. I realized that there are parallels here too. 
     Although I love the sound of and playing the organ, I struggle coordinating two hands and two feet. 
As I do in piano practice I work each part separately as needed. On piano, my most “at home” 
instrument, I find it fairly easy to play each part (Left hand, right hand) separately and then to put them 
together.  On the organ I find it works better to practice each hand separately and then with the pedals.  
Each part has its own beauty but sounds fuller and complete when all parts are played together. When 
played accurately and skillfully, the sound is beautiful, uplifting and a praise to God. 
     It reminded me of Ephesians 4:7, To each of us has been given grace “in such a measure as 
seemed best to Christ to bestow upon every one” (Matthew Henry).  And with foundational gifts (vs11-
12) Christ builds his Church making “the whole body fit together perfectly.  As each part does its own 
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of 
love” (NLT).  Gifted people (all of us) work best, skillfully, beautifully, worshipfully when we hone our 
gifts by prayer, scripture reading and meditating, individually, and with others. And then when we 
adore our Lord in the assembly and act before people in the world, our concerted “sound” is that of 
excellence and beauty. Praising the LORD our God, Creator and King of the Universe, and giving 
hope, comfort and encouragement to everyone we meet.  Considering our current sermon series: In 
other words, we fulfill the 10 commandments. 
     So, my brothers and sisters, Lets join the chorus, the symphony, the ballet, or in whatever area of 
gift God has given you.  I conclude with prayerful words from the song 10,000 Reasons, by Matt 
Redman: 

For all your goodness 
I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons 
For my heart to find. 

Submitted by Wayne Mock 
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AUGUST COMMUNION OFFERING 
We will again help fund the vital work of the  

One TLC School  

here in Stockton,  

making a difference to the area’s poorest students. 
 


