
 I am hoping that you receive this newsletter just as we get into the heart of Holy Week, as we engage 
in the journey with Jesus from triumphant entry to Upper Room to Garden of Gethsemane to Golgotha 
to tomb to resurrected glory.  For the second—and hopefully last—consecutive year, we will be doing 
these special worship events online only: deprived of sharing the somberness of Maundy Thursday, the 
anguish of Good Friday, and the excitement of Easter morning.  The music will come out of computer 
speakers, not the voices of those surrounding us in the sanctuary. 

 This is an unpleasant reality, so let me just say that—as your pastor—I am very proud of you: proud 
of your dedication to being part of the solution to the current pandemic, not contributing to the problem 
of unsafe behaviors fostering a rise in infection rates.  Let me say that I understand that—as conditions 
generally increase and the weather gets more delightful—it is getting harder and harder to stay apart 
and remain masked: I get it! 

 There is a naval term I heard recently that refers to the situation in which we find ourselves: channel 
fever.  It is defined thus: The impatient excitement in a ship's crew as the end of a voyage becomes 
imminent.   You can see the harbor far off and yearn to be there—but several knots keep you from 
docking.  The anticipation grows—as undoubtedly so does the frustration. 

 I want to urge us to not grow weary of well-doing!  Let’s keep our masks on, keep our distance from 
one another and trust that we will reach that blissful shore when we can again worship together, potluck 
together, engage in soul-blessing fellowship together.  The path to that reality is not yet clear; be assured 
that you will be kept abreast of developments in our strategy for opening up for worship via the 
newsletter and my congregational emails (available each week on our website: www.holycrossumc.us). 

 A final word of thanks: to Temple, and Kathy, and Judith and others who orchestrated our birthday 
drive-by greeting of Barbara Jones on the 23rd.  How wonderful to celebrate a significant birthday by a 
sensational woman: many happy returns!  Again, we have adapted to being a loving body, if in unusual 
ways, across these 13 months.  May such adaptations serve us when even when we are “back to 
normal.”  Blessings come in many forms, and now we have more experience with a broader array of 
methods: God can use those, God can use us! 

 Yours for Christ, 

Pastors Ponderings 

Worship services available on FACEBOOK every Sunday at 
10:30 am join us! … Holy Cross United Methodist Church 

Or streamed LIVE at www.holycrossumc.us 
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Our APRIL communion offering 
will be in support of  

More than 822 million people go to bed 
hungry every night. We can change that. 
 
Heifer International is a global 
nonprofit with a mission to end hunger 
and poverty while caring for the Earth. 
For more than 75 years, they have 
given families animals like cows or 
chickens. They also teach families how 
to properly care for the animals and 
how to earn income from products 
such as milk or eggs. Ultimately, their 
goal is for families to earn a dignified 
income and become self-reliant.  
 

MATCHING GIFT 
CHALLENGE:   

3X THE IMPACT 
 
A group of generous donors is 
matching every donation to Heifer this 
month to make your gift help THREE 
times as many families move from 
poverty to prosperity! For every $1 you 
send in, it will be turned into $3.  Let’s 
do this friends!  



WORSHIP THEMES FOR APRIL 
   This month we resume our progress through The Bible Speaks to Me as, after Easter, we 
return to the Old Testament to explore the Davidic dynasty before ending the month with 
the prophet Elijah. 
 We do not expect to return to in-person worship until at least May.  So please continue 
to tune into each Sunday’s worship by accessing either our website: www.holycrossumc.us  
or our Facebook page: “Holy Cross United Methodist Church”.  Services can also be 
viewed any time after the initial presentation at either site.  You are encouraged to read all 
of the listed Scripture citations; some of them will be used in our weekly worship. 
 

Sunday, April 4 Easter Sunday 
 Scriptures: Luke 23:50-56; 24:1-12, 44-53; John 20 
 Sermon: Our Defining Event 
 

Sunday, April 11 Second Sunday of Easter 
 Scriptures: 1 Samuel 31:1-6; 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 7:1-16; 11:1-17, 26-27; 12:1-15, 24-25;  
 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12 
 Sermon: Foundational Yet Flawed 
 

Sunday, April 18 Third Sunday of Easter 
 Scriptures: 1 Kings 3; 1 Kings 5; 1 Kings 10:1-13; 1 Kings 11:41-43 
 Sermon: Wisely Choosing Wisdom 
 

Sunday, April 25 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Scriptures: 1 Kings 16:29-34; 1 Kings 17; 1 Kings 18, 1 Kings 19:1-18 
 Sermon: To Be Announced, Guest Preacher  

     

 

 

Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each week 

and would love to invite you to attend.  

Send him an email 

(hcpastorg@gmail.com) if  you are 

interested in: 

 

 Monday Bible Study takes place from 

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

 Wednesday Night Live Check-In will 

meet at its regular time of  5:30 – 6:15.  

Please join us for refreshing fellowship. 

GRAPEVINE  ARTICLES DUE BY 4/20 

for the May issue. 

Drop of at the office or email them to:  

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.holycrossumc.us
mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com




Jottings from J-O-Y Circle 
 APRIL 2021 

     When you get this Grapevine, SPRING will have already Sprung; according to the Calendar it 
happened March 20th.  Some people really enjoy Spring because of the beautiful flowers while others are 
blowing their noses and taking antihistamines. 
 
     I was disappointed Tuesday when I found out that we had to stay in the purple tier as I thought we 
might be moving to the Red Tier.  Well, red is my favorite color.  Then I was reminded that with all the 
technology, even though we can’t hug, we can visit with each other via Zoom. Twenty years ago, that 
would not have been possible.  So we have to find the bright side in our troubles.  Also my husband and 
I are some of the fortunate that have completed our vaccinations.   
 
     It has been hard not to be filling Bags of Grace or working on sleeping bags.  These items seem like 
they are more needed now than ever.  But never, fear, this will resume soon.  God always has a way to 
make things work out for the best.  It does take patience.  I shared at the Wednesday Night Zoom 
meeting that my mom once told me to be careful when asking God for patience because he would give 
me things to teach me PATIENCE. 
 
     J-O-Y CIRCLE’S next Zoom meeting will be April 13th at 10:00 am.  Kathy Kimber will send an 
invitation and a reminder.  If you would like to come, please let Kathy know so she can add you to the 
list.   

April Birthdays:  Jerry Elliott, April 3rd;  Alice Martin, April 14th.   
April Anniversaries:  Temple & John Gallagher, April 27th– 25 years! 

 
April 4th:  JESUS'S RESURRECTION DAY,  
He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Christ Jesus lives today 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life's narrow way 

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Salvation to impart 

You ask me how I know He lives? 

He lives within my heart 

 
Thought for the Day:  “ A cheerful look brings JOY to the Heart.”   
Convenor:  Judith Ernst 
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https://www.definitions.net/definition/Salvation
https://www.definitions.net/definition/lives


DIRDAK SCHOLARSHIP 
Scholarships for two High School Graduates 

   Holy Cross UMC gives two $500 scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors for college or vocational school expenses.  
These scholarships are for students who attend Holy Cross.   
   You must meet all the requirements to be eligible for the scholarship. Call the church office to 
receive an application at 209-472-2177 or email at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.  

Applications are due July 1, 2021 

 

      
Coming Soon! 

The next local ‘In the Meantime Project’ mid-April through May and the annual Night Without 
A Bed national event, June 26th.  Be watching for more information and please plan to 
participate. 
A big thank you to everyone who participated in the last ‘In the Meantime Project’ assisting 
the Gospel Center Rescue Mission.  Holy Cross collected thirty bags of warm clothes, coats and 
blankets for distribution to people in need. 

NEW—Sunday’s “Children’s Worship” program  
Children's Worship is a free innovative online worship experience for children everywhere. The 
production is a collaborative effort sponsored by the United Methodist Churches of the 
Sacramento Pentecost Circuit. The 15-20 minutes includes music, faith-based messages and 
special friends to meet--including talking animals and a puppet called “Mort” ... video clips come 
from around our church family in Northern California and Nevada.  
 
Please email Holy Cross UMC church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net or leave a message at 209-472-
2177 to sign-up.  You will then receive an email each week with the link to the children’s worship!  Videos are 
geared towards age 4-10 years old 

~UPDATE~ 
~YOUNG DISCIPLES MINISTRY~ 

Exciting Possibilities Before Us 
     As we prepare for a ministry focused on nurturing the children 

and young people in our Holy Cross family and helping them to become disciples of Christ for the 
transformation of the world, it is important for Holy Cross to hear your thoughts. 

     In the near future we will be announcing a brain storming session open to all who wish to 
participate. Details will be available on www.holycrossumc.us, on Holy Cross United Methodist 
Church Facebook page, and in the Grapevine. 

     We will look at the opportunities in three important areas of children and youth discipleship: 
education , fellowship, and service. 

We look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas! 
Submitted by Diane Morgali and Tracy Tennies 

http://www.holycrossumc.us


Children’s Hope, Uganda 

A Community Based Organization (CBO) located in Jinja,  
Uganda serving children and adults with disabilities. 

 
     We are so excited, schools in Uganda will be re-opening in April and this will include our 
school for children with hearing impairments.  As happened in the US, all schools in Uganda 
closed in March 2020.  The difference being that there is no capacity for distance-learning 
there, so students went home to wait.  Many of them had never attended school until we 
opened, so going home to silence was very hard.  To be ready for the students our little school 
complex is being repainted and a new protective wall being installed.  Teachers are meeting to 
plan and parents and guardians will soon attend an enrollment meeting.   

AND SO THAT IS WHY  

WE ARE SO EXCITED!!!! 



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 Merry Sloan 

1 Maranata Taliauli 

2 Ana Lomano 

 3 Jerry Elliott 

 4 Scott Jones 

 4 Sione Tonga 

 4 Sulieti Vea  

 6 Carolyn Mitchell 

6 Erik Lee 

 9 Brandan McKenzie 

 9 Darlene Henson 

9 Lurlyne Latukefu 

12 Simon McKenzie 

12 Koleti Okusi 

13 Carl Wimer 

14 Alice Martin 

14 Gabriel Byrd 

17 Rita Steele 

19 Tom Azevedo 

22 Bob Armstrong 

22  Lynn Dosh-Winans 

22 Savaira Raura 

24 Ed Payne 

26 Nicole Thiboutot 

29 Lupe Lomano 

30 Joyce Brady 

     The prayer chain is available by email.  If interested in receiving 

the email version of the prayer chain, please email Kathy Nesmith at 

nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The prayer chain provides 

prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.  You can also 

visit our website at holycrossumc.us.  Click on CONNECT then click 

on PRAYER REQUEST. 

Calling All Emails: 
One great communication tool the church uses is EMAIL.  If you 
would like to receive the Church News emails please send an email 
to the Church office at holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net.   We will be 
glad to add you! You may also call the office at 209-472-2177. 

APRIL ANNIVERSARY 

7 Darlene & Craig Henson 

14 Aliva & Ana Okusi 

27 John & Temple Gallagher 

29 Leslie Potter & Andy Chesley 



LET’S MAKE MUSIC 

In scripture we read much about music in worship.  The 

stars sang in chorus at creation, Job 38:7.  The first mention 

of music in the Bible is in Gen 4:21. Jubal, a decedent of 

Cain is said to have “invented the wind and stringed 

instruments. Before him, there was probably only some 

percussion instruments on which early ancestors may have beaten. It is from Jubal that we get the word 

"jubilee." However, the ancients called musicians and singers "kayne" or the descendants of Cain1. 

We can deduce that music was part of community life from passages such as Gen 31:27. Laban chided Jacob for 

leaving with his family without saying goodbye to Laban: "Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly and steal 

away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, 

and with harp?"2. 

Miriam sang a song after the nation of Israel had passed through the Red Sea, then “all the women” joined to 

sing with dancing and playing of timbrels (tambourines).  What a mighty chorus that must have been!  Early in 

their wilderness journey Israel complained against Moses and God that they had no water, and near the end of 

the journey they complained. God directed them and the people dug where Moses said to and received water.  

Then they sang, Num 21:5. 

Jumping to later times, we read that David set up groups of trained musicians playing various stringed and wind 

instruments for worship in the Temple. 1 Chronicles is full of references to music and the systematic use in 

worship. 

Apparently, after the destruction of the Temple in a.d. 70, the Jews prohibited use of instruments in worship. But 

the cantor became legendary. 

We do not read of the use of instruments in the church for a couple of centuries, but slowly they were introduced 

to support the singers. 

I found two websites that give examples of how this ancient church music may have sounded. 

A group called Ensemble Kérylos was founded in 1990 by Annie Bélis. She studied the very few existing 

remnants of music found by archaeologists. You may read about Ms. Bélis and hear this group in the following 

links: http://www.kerylos.fr/en/ (scroll down to “About the Ensemble Kérylos”); https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=JWZ6WMw4aas 

Trying to reproduce the sound of music from the early church, a group of women led by Brigitte Lesne has 

produced an album titled Jerusalem: Gregorian Chant and Early Polyphony.  The chant “Laetare Jerusalem”, 

probably written as early as the 6th or 7th c., is one track from this album.  You can hear influences from 

Mideastern music as they sing.  And weren’t Judaism and the first churches in the Mideast? https://

chantblog.blogspot.com/2011/03/introit-for-fourth-sunday-in-lent.html 

As we enter the joy of the Eastertide, I hope you are singing, if not with your mouth, then in your heart. 

For we read the admonition of scripture: Eph 5:18b-19 keep on being filled with the spirit, speaking to 

yourselves psalms and hymns and songs of the spirit singing and psalming (making melody) in your hearts to the 

Lord. 

True worship is the individual, having prepared his/her heart in personal worship, coming into community to 
give praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. May we be earnest in this. 

Wayne Mock 



The coronavirus pandemic of 2020-2021 has 

been a challenging time for everyone. Losing a 

loved one is difficult enough.  During this time of 

unprecedented upheaval & the limitations of 

close contact with others, the loss of a loved one 

at times has been overwhelming for some.  With 

this edition of the Grapevine, we wish to honor 

their memories during this Easter Season.  

     Helen Rossi discovered her faith in God early on in her life.  
She attended the Methodist Church as a child and continued 
to raise her children in the church.  She became a faithful 
parishioner alongside all of you shortly after her husband’s 
passing until her death at the young age of 95.   
     Aside from hearing the word of God, she thoroughly 
enjoyed the singing of the church hymns.  Her favorite was 
the song Shalom.  She always wanted to get to church early 
with her family to visit and give out hugs to everyone.  She 
was a part of the Widow’s and Joy Clubs and always looked 
forward to their gatherings. 
     One of the most notable traits that Helen has carried 
throughout her life, that her faith in God instilled in her, was 
her generosity towards others.  Helen was always there to 
lend a helping hand to anyone in need.  She always saw the 
best in all of her family and showered them with love and 
support.  She never shied away from difficult and hard 
obstacles.  She set an example of faith and strength to those 
that loved her.  Her will power and determination now shines 
on through her family. Those that loved and knew her are 
grateful for her belief in God and her unwavering faith.  



     Kay was born in Takahiyashi, Japan.  She was the 7th child of 
10.  She met her husband Earl, an American soldier, while he 
was stationed in Japan.  Earl walked her home one night and 
the rest is history. When Earl told his mother in a letter that he 
had met a girl named Kunii and was planning to marry her, his 
mother replied with “Kunii is hard to say, so we will call her 
Kay”.  She remained Kay the rest of her life.  Kay and Earl came 
to the US in February of 1956 to Vancouver, Washington. They 
moved around due to Earl’s job and in 1974 settled in Stockton.  
Kay learned to read and write English from Earl’s father.  In 
1965 she went to night school and received her citizenship.  
 Kay’s love for travel landed them on 6 cruises, trips to 
Japan, Disneyland, the Grand Canyons, Canada, and so many 
more places. 
     Here at Holy Cross, she was active in groups like Sew and 
Sow, greeting the folks on Sundays, making apple pies, planting 
flowers in the beds, and helping in many ways. 
     She always made sure that we were in church every Sunday 
that we were in town.  She raised a wonderful daughter and 
helped raise three grandchildren and four great grandchildren.  
Kay was indeed a true saint. 

     Millie transferred to Holy Cross following the closing of 
the Grace United Methodist Church a few years ago.   
     Millie was very kind and sweet and down to earth, 
possessing a cheerful attitude always.  She was also very 
appreciative when people did things for her, and always 
willing to help when the opportunities arose. She 
especially loved when the Joy Circle ladies group made 
items.  Millie would special order items for her family and 
friends. 
     She was a patient caregiver to her husband Bill as he 
struggled with dementia.  One of their affections was 
timepieces, which were prevalent throughout their home. 



    Nathan M. Smoot was born on January 6, 1934 and went to be 
with the Lord on June 30, 2020.   He was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather.  He was hardworking, caring, 
and funny. Always full of energy and very supportive of his family. 
He had a passion for cooking and teaching life lessons.  
     Nathan was a proud military veteran who served 23 years in the 
United States Air Force. He traveled the world and served in the 
Korea and Vietnam wars.  When he retired from the military he 
settled in Stockton and became a small business owner of multiple 
successful businesses. Most knew him from his dry cleaners on 
California Street, “Siri’s Vogue Cleaners.”  

     For Mary Wedegaertner, regularly attending a Sunday church 
service for worship and Christian fellowship was something she 
looked forward to every week, and she really enjoyed greeting 
friends and welcoming newcomers.  She continued her Christian 
growth through Bible study and prayer groups and loved being a 
part of the activities of Joy Circle.   
     Examples of her commitment to be of Christian service include 
being part of two Holy Cross Mission trips to Mexico, four 
Methodist Volunteers In Mission groups to the Caribbean, starting 
and co-leading, along with Betty Kimber, a Stephen Ministry group 
at Holy Cross, and co-leading the Jr. High MYF group.   
     Beyond the church, Mary also enjoyed serving as a docent at the 
San Joaquin County Historical Museum and especially being a 
volunteer at the Friends of the Library Bookstore.  We truly miss 
Mary’s presence and her warm and friendly smile. 



     Vao was active at Holy Cross for about a year before her 
untimely death due to COVID-19.  She leaves behind her 
husband Maumi and two children. 
 I got to know Vao during the 2020 January Snow 
Retreat at Lake Tahoe where she did a wonderful job of 
helping the youth intermix: Anglo and Islander.  She 
possessed a very can-do spirit; her smile would light up a 
room.  Her trust in God was evident in all facets of her life. 

Daughter-in-law Rachel shares these remembrances: 
 Sharon had a joyful, peaceful, faith. It was unwavering, 
unshaken by hardships, demonstrated by her actions, 
rooted in unconditional love and something she truly 
enjoyed sharing with others.  I am forever grateful to 
Sharon's faith that sowed the seeds of faith in my own 
daughter's lives.  
 Shortly after I married Bob, his sister hosted Sharon's 
birthday party for the family at Sharon's church, Holy 
Cross. All of her children attended the service and then 
would have a party after in the courtyard. We discovered 
that Erica's best friend from school, Samantha Maynard, 
attended Holy Cross. Erica started attending church with 
the Maynards, and shortly afterwards, I followed.  
 The friendships, values, and character fostered through 
Erica's membership at Holy Cross—thanks to Sharon 
DeBord—emboldened Erica to be a founding member of 
the Federation of Christian Athletes at Bear Creek High 
School, sowing the seeds of faith in many other students. 
All of this was enabled by Sharon's faith and practice. 



As we remember those who departed this earthly life this last year, I want to share this poem with 

you.  It is used in the Reform Jewish liturgy, as an optional reading, before Kaddish and has become a 

staple in memorials and funerals.  I know that my dad would’ve appreciated it.     

With love, peace, and blessings….Tracy Tennies 

Epitaph - By Merrit Malloy 

 
When I die 
Give what’s left of me away 
To children 
And old men that wait to die. 
 
And if you need to cry, 
Cry for your brother 
Walking the street beside you. 
And when you need me, 
Put your arms 
Around anyone 
And give them 
What you need to give to me. 
 
I want to leave you something, 
Something better 
Than words 
Or sounds. 

Look for me 
In the people I’ve known 
Or loved, 
And if you cannot give me away, 
At least let me live on in your eyes 
And not your mind. 
 
You can love me most 
By letting 
Hands touch hands, 
By letting bodies touch bodies, 
And by letting go 
Of children 
That need to be free. 
 
Love doesn’t die, 
People do. 
So, when all that’s left of me 
Is love, 
Give me away.  
  

     Glenn Cornelius Tennies, Sr. was born October 10, 1928 to 
Deforest and Amanda Tennies.  His dad was a Methodist Minister.  
Glenn chose to follow Jesus and was baptized at the age of 14.  
After serving in the Navy he married Mary Ann Crooks.          
     Glenn and Mary Ann raised a family of seven children.  Staying 
close to God and involvement in church activities were family 
values from the start.  Glenn served in many positions in the 
church, most recently as a Trustee and as a Stephen Minister.  
     Glenn was forever an optimist and always looked for the best in 
people.  He was above reproach in his business dealings and always 
looked out for the less fortunate, sharing what he had with others, 
often bringing those in need home with him.  He was a 
philanthropist working on projects as a Rotarian and a Lion.      
     He wasn’t a rich man by any means, but he was rich in spirit and 
had an abiding faith in God.  He loved Jesus and even at the end of 
his life waited for Jesus’ Second Coming.  He loved serving in the 
church and when he could no longer serve in-person he was 
steadfast in his support of the church’s ministries.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, July 5th  
     After our livestream worship service, we are 
going to serve communion in the parking lot 
beginning at Noon.  Park in the south parking 
lot, facing the patio: we will engage in a brief 
liturgy and bring the elements to you in your 
vehicle.  As long as you are in a vehicle with 
members of your immediate family, masks will 
not be required. 

 

Emergency Food Bank:  nonperishable food 

Bags of Grace: personal sized toiletries, snack food, water        

St. Mary’s Clothing Closet: clothing for men, women, and children.                                 

 

 

 

 

HC DONATION DROP-OFF(south end of the patio) 
Every Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Holy Cross BAG  
 of  
    GRACE 
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         Sent with to: 

April 18th we celebrate  
Native American Awareness  

Sunday 
     Native American Ministries Sunday was created in 
1988 to develop and strengthen Native American 
ministries. United Methodism boasts 157 Native 
American congregations and 53 of the 56 annual 
conferences have a Committee on Native American 
Ministries who resources, educates constituents 
about Native ministries, and distributes the annual 
conference Native American Ministries Sunday 
offering to Native ministries. Gifts to the Native 
American Ministries Sunday offering also provide 
scholarships for Native American seminarians who 
will pastor and lead the church. 
      Prepare to celebrate the ministry and 
contributions of Native Americans with your 
congregation. Make your donation on our church 
website at holycrossumc.us under Donation; and 
choose funds for Native American Awareness.  


