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Pastor’s Ponderings 
     I received many wonderful gifts for Christmas from my family. The most 
surprising one was a mug which featured two family photos transferred onto its 
side.  One was my father’s photo from his senior year in high school and the 
other was him on horseback as a member of the U.S. Cavalry.  Sybella gave one of 
these to my sister as well and we both teared up as we remembered our father.   
     He used to regale me with stories of his days in the army during WW2, going 
across North Africa, seeing action in Italy before being wounded and sent home 
late in ’44.  He served as a captain, commanding a company, and was retired as a 
major after the war. 
     I was thinking about ranks and responsibilities the other day and began 
comparing an armed force to the church (cue music for “Onward Christian 
Soldiers”).  I do not favor military images generally, because they too often 
endorse conflicts when conversations should be held instead.  But as a means of 
understanding the structure of the church and how it can work well, I think the 
metaphor may have some merit. 
     In our United Methodist system, I would equate bishops with generals, who 
command great forces of the faithful, making strategic decisions about where to 
engage enemies such as injustice, evil, and oppression.  Their direct reports, 
district superintendents, could be seen as colonels who lead divisions of the 
church.   
     Next come local church pastors who function as captains, leading companies 
of courageous Christians: dealing with local and regional issues, seeing to the well 
being of the company so that the holy aims of Christ may be reflected in the 
disciplined behavior of everyone, down to the newest recruit.  Those leading 
ministries might be seen as sergeants, who secure the resources for doing good 
and offer direction to those sharing their specific service specialty.  Those involved 
in the life of the church comprise the rest of the army, soldiers who accomplish 
the tasks set before us as a unified body.  And it must be observed: regardless of 
rank, we all wear the same uniform. 
     It gives me a good feeling to think that—like my father—I get to lead a valiant 
company pursuing important ends and aims.  There will be difficult days ahead as 
the denomination (probably) divides this spring, as we struggle locally to grow 
younger and more ethnically diverse.  I take comfort and gain confidence 
knowing the faithfulness of our general (Bishop Carcaño) and colonel (Rev. 
Brady) and the capacity of our Holy Cross sergeants to lead their squads of 
disciples in accomplishing the tasks that will help us grow in congregational 
vitality and expand our community service. 
     Everybody fall in: we’re marching to Zion! 
 

          Yours for Christ, 
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Politics vs. the Realm of God  

Financial Planning Seminar 

     In my devotional time the other morning, I penned these words that I 
thought appropriate to share with you, my congregation as we live in this elec-
tion year: 
     For the next 10 months the airwaves will be filled with all manner of hype and tripe 
trying to sway—and bamboozle—us that this candidate or that represents the Second 
Coming.  We must invite the Lord to put us on the rock of divine truth which discerns 
and dissects the claims and compares them to the overarching vision of God’s kingdom 
and moves us towards the people and policies which align best—but never wholly—with 
that vision.  Every great policy achievement is but a step towards the realm that may 
only be fully realized through more divine action, for which we wait and work. 

     On Tuesday, February 18, Holy Cross and Central UMCs offer a workshop 
featuring the Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub of the United Methodist Foundation. 
Betsy is the author of “Growing Generous Souls” and has decades of experience 
working with church members on organizing finances around United Method-
ist principles.  
     She will introduce participants to some faithful tools for financial planning. 
There is no charge for this workshop and you need not be a church member to 
attend. We will meet in Central's Fireside Room from 7:00-8:30 p.m. for re-
freshments and a time of learning about creating a lasting legacy.   
     If you would like to attend, but need transportation, please contact Pastor 
Gary at the church (472-2177). 

 

Staff Profile—Meet Ryan Dahl 
     Hi Holy Cross Family, my name is Ryan Dahl and I am the 
son of Cara and Anthony Dahl. I am attending Don Riggio 
School and am in the 8th grade. I enjoy making videos for 
YouTube, playing video games and riding bikes. My favorite 
foods are mac and cheese, hamburgers, and mashed potatoes. 
     I like my job at Holy Cross, I get to work with the computer 
and hang out and worship with everyone I know, since I have 
been at the church my entire life. Someday I want to get my 
favorite car a Tesla Model S, so I can drive to my favorite place 
which is Camp Lodestar.  
     After I graduate, I want to get a job as a YouTuber. 

Ryan and Pastor Gary 
Youth Snow Trip January 2020 

Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub  
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From the Education Desk “Share Jesus Hour”  

     Do you like to have fun?  Do you like to laugh?  Well you have a chance to 
do that with other members of the Holy Cross family on Saturday, February 
29th from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. You say, “I’m not crafty” well, I promise, that we 
can find something for you. We will be making crafts for our Fall Boutique in 
November. Bring a sandwich and those who are adventurous can quarter them 
and we can get a taste of several sandwiches, drinks, cookies and chips will be 
provided.  There will be a sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

PS YOU DON”T HAVE TO BE A MEMBER TO JOIN IN THE FUN 
 
Saturday, March 14th , 2020 J-O-Y CIRCLE will be having  a Potato/Soup Bar 
dinner.  All funds raised go to support the various ministries they are involved 
in, such as Children’s Hope in Bugambe, Africa, UMCOR in times of disaster, 
Haven of Peace, a local women and children shelter, The Local Family Shelter, 
and the Holy Cross Church Scholarship Fund for graduating High School 
Seniors. 
 

Date:  Saturday,  March   2020 
Time:  4-6 pm 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 
Tickets:  Adults $12.00, Children 10 and under $7 
Menu: Choice of Soup, Loaded Baked Potatoes, Dessert, and a 
Beverage 

 

Jottings from J.O.Y. Circle 

     Happy New Year!!  Wow we are almost half through the Month of 
January.  Miss Rita’s class is learning about the books of the Bible.  It is an eight-
week program. The goal is to get the youth familiar with the Bible by memorizing 
the books.  Hopefully this will encourage them to use their Bible as they learn 
about the books.  For example: the first five books are the Law or to our Jewish 
friends, the Torah.  We would ask that all parents with youth 2nd-5th Grades 
make a concerted effort to get them to Share Jesus Hour during this period.     
     Miss Judith’s kids will see that “Jesus Calls Levi”—The story of Levi, the tax 
collector who left everything behind and followed Jesus . “ Jesus Sends The 
Disciples”—-Jesus commissions the 12 disciples  to proclaim that people should 
change their hearts and lives.   Deborah is story of a woman who was a prophet 
and judge for the Israelites; people would come to her for advice or to settle 
arguments.  David the shepherd boy became a King.  Next, we have a servant girl, 
Naaman had a  disease called leprosy, and Elisha the prophet.  We learn that 
Josiah became a King at eight years of age. Come to Share Jesus Hour “for the rest 
of the story”. 

Judith Ernst, Convener, Share Jesus Hour Team 
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Pastor Gary’s Lent/Eastertide Class Announced   

Children’s Hope - Uganda 

     For his Wednesday Night Live class beginning on March 4, Pastor Gary will be leading a study and 
conversation on the book “Christ in Crisis”, by Jim Wallis.  This book grows out of the “Reclaiming Jesus” 
declaration, penned by Wallis and others that came out in May of 2018. 
     This books deals with pertinent questions being raised by what is going on in American society today, 
where the aims of Jesus are being supplanted by lesser gods.  By dealing with the questions raised in this 
book we can measure whether we are thinking and acting “in Jesus’s name.” 
     Expect to be both inspired and troubled by the content of this book.  Expect to gain a clearer view of how 
you and our church can be better aligned with Jesus.. 
     You can sign up for this 10-week study by calling the church office (472-2177) or looking for the 
clipboard in the Social Hall on Sunday morning.  There is no cost for the class.  Donations made for the 
book allow our Education funds to go farther. 

─submitted by Pastor Gary 

     Everyone associated with Children’s Hope - Uganda wish to thank the members of Holy Cross UMC for 
the generous Christmas offering.  This has allowed us to start the search for an additional teacher for our 
school serving children who are deaf.  We expect to have the teacher in place when the new school year be-
gins in February. 

     We also wish to thank the members of JOY Circle for once again assisting with school fees and boarding 
fees for our students Salima and Joel to continue their educational preparation to attend secondary school.  
We were very proud of their accomplishments last year. 

     Your support of these students has allowed opportunity they would never have experienced otherwise.   

─submitted by Kathy Kimber 
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Family Promise-Matching Funds Campaign Update: Dollar by Dollar  
     YOU made this happen and we are humbled by your generous response.   
     Upon the start of  our 2019 End of Year Fund Drive, the Family Promise 
Development Team was given an anonymous matching donation in the amount 
of $20,000.  And you rose up and matched dollar for dollar. Family Promise  
then received  a second anonymous matching donation in the amount of 
$10,000 for monies in excess of the original $20,000 raised prior to the end of 
our campaign on January 31, 2020.  
     Dollar by dollar, you have helped Family Promise meet the needs of children 
and their families as they work their way through the homelessness to sustained 
housing.  
 

Thank you! 
 

—Family Promise of San Joaquin County  



 

 

Holy Cross February Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Come Serve with us! 

A group of faithful leaders of the United Methodist Church recently released 
the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, which will be rec-
ommended to the 2020 General Conference.  This document has been widely 
discussed recently in the media.  Copies of the protocol can be found in the 
Social Hall.  You are encouraged to read it. 

      Pastor Gary will be leading a discussion of the protocol and what it could 
mean to the future of the United Methodist Church after the 10:30 worship 
service on Sunday, February 2 in the sanctuary.  The aim of the discussion will 
be to better understand the protocol and what is at stake at the upcoming Gen-
eral Conference this May in Minneapolis. 

─submitted by Pastor Gary 

Birthdays  
 1 Dee Jennings 
 2 Nadine Steel 
 2 Renee Whitfield 
 4 Pete Caldwell  
10 Tim Brady 
11 Naliela Ceja-Ruiz 
17 Malakai Lomano Sr.  
19 Aiden Woodard 
22 Grace Kamba 
22 Martha Landrum 
23 Pat Miller 
26 Ilene Quinlan  
27 Eddie McKenzie 

Discussing the Protocol 

     Embark  on a spiritual journey with new 
experiences! Come serve with us in one of many 
opportunities around our church campus. Sign-up 
sheets are in the social hall or call the church 
office for more information. 
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Then he said to his 

disciples, “The size of the 

harvest is bigger than you 

can imagine, but there 

are few workers. 

Therefore, plead with the 

Lord of the harvest to 

send out workers for his 

harvest.” 

Matthew 9:37-38  

Anniversaries 

16 Tony & Liza Tostie 

“May the Lord’s blessing be on you! 
        We bless you in the Lord’s name!” 

Psalm 129:8 
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Wednesday Night Live 

Holy Cross Prayer Chain 

Join Us 
for 

FELLOWSHIP, FUN, AND FOOD 
Wednesday Night Live in February   

     A weekly multi-generational gathering to build community and grow in Christian 
understanding.  
 

5:30 to 6:30   FOOD  
6:30 to 7:30   GROUPS  
 

Groups:   
1. Discussion with Pastor Gary in his office.  
  
2. “The Holy Land Revealed” video lecture series 
featuring Professor Jodi Magness.  Have you ever wondered what archeology can tell us 
about Bible times? This series focuses on the area which includes modern day Israel, the 
Palestinian territories, and Jordan. Historical sources include the Hebrew Bible, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, the writings of Josephus and Philo, and the New Testament. 
 

Facilitated by Diane Morgali in the church library. 

     We have a prayer wall in the Sanctuary. It is meant for all ages. 
Some of the younger children may need some help writing and posting 
their prayers. There will be pieces of paper available for you to write 
your prayer on and add to the wall. 

     You are invited to write a prayer of blessing or concern for yourself 
or others. You are also invited to write out your hopes for yourself or 
others.  

     The prayer chain is now available by email.  If interested in 
receiving the email version of the prayer chain, please email Kathy 
Nesmith at nezek72@gmail.com or 510-375-2677. The prayer chain 
provides prayer support for those in crisis or with special needs.   
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Lord Jesus Christ be my pace setter 
today. Help me to move at the pace of 

your grace. Amen. 

 

 

Joint Youth Group/Confirmation Class Begin 

     In February, 
we will transition from portions of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount through Matthew’s account 
of the Transfiguration and conclude with our worship on Ash Wednesday denoting the 
beginning of Lent. 
 

February 2                                                                             4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

     Scripture readings: Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; Matthew 5:1-12 
     Sermon: Giving God Room to Work 
February 9                                                                    5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
     Scriptures: Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 5:13-20 
     Sermon: With Pastor Gary away on vacation, the Rev. Dr. Kim 
 Nelson’s sermon title is “Faith” Is Not a Noun.  Faith Is a Verb. 
February 16                                                                    6th Sunday after the Epiphany 
     Scripture readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
     Sermon: Beyond Expedient to Righteous 
February 23                                                                               Transfiguration Sunday 
     Scripture readings: Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 
     Sermon: Touched by Glory 
February 26, 6:30 p.m.               Ash Wednesday 
     Scripture readings: Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
     Sermon: Lent: In Search of Holiness 

     On Saturday, January 11, we had our first gathering of the new youth group at Holy Cross.  The group 
will meet each Saturday beginning at 6:00 p.m., most likely in Room 2.  Youth group activities will take 
place about every other Saturday.  On the other Saturdays, Pastor Gary will meet with the confirmation 
class as they explore the Christian faith prior to May 31. 
     The schedule for February looks like this: 
February 1: Confirmation class will discuss the topic: God. 
February 8: Youth group will meet. 
February 15: Confirmation class will discuss the topic: Jesus. 
February 22: Youth group will meet. 
February 29: Confirmation class will discuss the topic: Holy Spirit. 
     Youth group is open to all youth in grades 7 – 12.  If you want to be 
part of the confirmation experience, we will need to pair you with an 
adult mentor.  For more information, please talk with Cara Dahl, Ed 
McKenzie, or Pastor Gary. 
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 We went, we saw, we played, we got cold, we had a great time!  
That sums up our 2020 Youth Snow Trip, which took place January 17 
– 19 at the Lake Tahoe United Methodist Church and Retreat Center 
in King’s Beach. 

 27 youth and 9 adults (yes, you read that right!) traveled by 
charter bus on Friday afternoon, arriving about 7:15 and stepping off 
into 20° weather.  We spent Friday evening getting to know each other 
before heading off to our various bunks, cots, and mattresses on the 
floor. 

 Lead chef Linda was ably assisted by chaperones Ana, Neo, Vao, 
Christine, and Sana who made sure we ate well and often, while 
Anthony and Sybella helped maintain order.  After more group-
building on Saturday morning, we went to the nearby elementary 
school to play kickball in the snow (not such a great idea Pastor Gary!), 
before engaging in snowball skirmishes.  After lunch, we all walked 
down to Lake Tahoe to view its beauty and take some great group 
photos and videos.  (See our church’s Facebook page!)  More snow play 
rounded out the afternoon.  That evening, we spent time discussing the 
hopes we have for both youth group meetings and confirmation class 
discussions, and then we broke into performance groups, tasked with 
presenting a scripture story at our closing worship.  Games and snacks 
gave way to evening devotions and bed. 

 Sunday morning began with another delicious breakfast, after 
which we packed our belongings before engaging in worship, featuring 
those four scripture skits that really made the stories come alive.  The 
bus arrived about 10:30 and we packed everything up, arriving back in 
Stockton about 2 p.m.  We arrived with a deeper appreciation for one 
another and a greater hope for all we will do together in the months 
ahead. 

—submitted by Pastor Gary 

Youth Snow Trip 2020 

 

 

“Our hope is set on the living God, who is the savior of all people, especially those who believe.” 1 Timothy 4:10 
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