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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 

1200 West Hammer Lane 
Stockton, CA  95209 

(209) 472-2177 
www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021      18TH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Prelude Hear My Prayer, O God #3131  
 1. Hear my prayer, O God, and listen to my plea;  
  faithful, righteous One, give ear and answer me. 
  Judge me not, I pray; no merit dare I claim;  
  knowing my own faults, I trust in your just Name. 

Call to Worship  James Montgomery 
 Leader: Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, unuttered or expressed, 
 People: the motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast. 
 Leader: O Thou, by whom we come to God, the Life, the Truth, the 
   Way: 
 People: the path of prayer thyself have trod; Lord, teach us how to 
   pray! 

Hymn of Praise Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above #126 
 1. Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,  
  the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation. 
  With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur 

stilled:  
  To God all praise and glory. 

 2. The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 
  an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing. 
  As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band: 
  To God all praise and glory. 

 3. Thus, all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises,  
  that earth may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises.   
  Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body bear your part: 
  To God all praise and glory  
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 4. Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and glory; 
  let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story! 
  Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and Christ 

alone: 
  To God all praise and glory. 

…TO PRAY 
Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Prayer Chorus  #2193 
 (to be sung both before the Pastoral Prayer and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  Lord, listen to your children praying, 
  Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 
  send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 
JAMES 5:13-20 
 13 If any of you are suffering, they should pray. If any of you are happy, 
they should sing. 14 If any of you are sick, they should call for the elders of 
the church, and the elders should pray over them, anointing them with oil 
in the name of the Lord. 15 Prayer that comes from faith will heal the sick, 
for the Lord will restore them to health. And if they have sinned, they will 
be forgiven. 16 For this reason, confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous person is 
powerful in what it can achieve. 17 Elijah was a person just like us. When he 
earnestly prayed that it wouldn’t rain, no rain fell for three and a half 
years. 18 He prayed again, God sent rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 
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 19 My brothers and sisters, if any of you wander from the truth and 
someone turns back the wanderer, 20 recognize that whoever brings a 
sinner back from the wrong path will save them from death and will bring 
about the forgiveness of many sins. 

MARK 9:38-50 
 38 John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone throwing demons out in 
your name, and we tried to stop him because he wasn’t following us.” 
 39 Jesus replied, “Don’t stop him. No one who does powerful acts in my 
name can quickly turn around and curse me. 40 Whoever isn’t against us is 
for us. 41 I assure you that whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ will certainly be rewarded. 
 42 “As for whoever causes these little ones who believe in me to trip and 
fall into sin, it would be better for them to have a huge stone hung around 
their necks and to be thrown into the lake. 43 If your hand causes you to fall 
into sin, chop it off. It’s better for you to enter into life crippled than to go 
away with two hands into the fire of hell, which can’t be put out. 45 If your 
foot causes you to fall into sin, chop it off. It’s better for you to enter life 
lame than to be thrown into hell with two feet. 47 If your eye causes you to 
fall into sin, tear it out. It’s better for you to enter God’s kingdom with one 
eye than to be thrown into hell with two. 48 That’s a place where worms don’t 
die and the fire never goes out. 49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is 
good; but if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again? Maintain 
salt among yourselves and keep peace with each other.” 

Hymn   Sweet Hour of Prayer #496  
 1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! that calls me from a 

world of care, and bids me at my Father’s throne make all my 
wants and wishes known. 

  In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief, and 
oft escaped the tempter’s snare by thy return, sweet hour of 

   prayer! 

 2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! the joys I feel, the bliss I 
share of those whose anxious spirits burn with strong desires for 
thy return! 

  With such I hasten to the place where God my Savior shows his face, 
and gladly take my station there, and wait for thee, sweet hour of 

   prayer! 
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 3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! thy wings shall my 
petition bear to him whose truth and faithfulness engage the 
waiting soul to bless.  

  And since he bids me seek his face, believe his word, and trust his 
grace, I’ll cast on him my every care, and wait for thee, sweet hour 

   of prayer! 

Sermon  The Communal Glue of Prayer Gary Pope-Sears 

…TO GIVE OF OUR TIME, TALENTS, AND TREASURES 

God Sightings 

Invitation for the Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory If It Had Not Been for the Lord #2053 
 Refrain 
  If it had not been for the Lord on my side, tell me where would I be, 
   where would I be? (Repeat) 

 1. He kept my enemies away; he let the sun shine through a cloudy day. 
  He rocked me in the cradle of his arm when he knew I had been 
   battered and scorned, so if it… (Refrain)  

 2. He never left me all alone; he gave the peace and joy I’d never 
known. 

  He answered when I knelt to really pray, and in vict’ry the Lord 
   brought me his way, so if it… (Refrain)  

Doxology    
  Praise God the Source of Life and Birth; 
  praise God the Word who came to earth; 
  praise God the Spirit, Holy flame: 
  all honor, glory to God’s Name.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Departing Hymn Go Forth for God #670  
 1. Go forth for God, go to the world in peace,  
  be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace,  
  in God’s good Spirit daily to increase, till in the kingdom we see face 

to face.  
  Go forth for God, go to the world in peace. 
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 2. Go forth for God, go to the world in love;  
  strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak;  
  help the afflicted; richly from above God’s love supplies the grace 

and power we seek. 
  Go forth for God, go to the world in love. 

 3. Go forth for God, go to the world in strength;  
  hold fast the good, be urgent for the right;  
  render to no one evil; Christ at length shall overcome all darkness 

with his light. 
  Go forth for God, go to the world in strength. 

 4. Go forth for God, go to the world in joy,  
  to serve God’s people every day and hour,  
  and serving Christ, our every gift employ, rejoicing in the Holy 

Spirit’s power. 
  Go forth for God, go to the world in joy. 

Going Forth to Serve 

Song for Going Forth 
  May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you wherever he may send 

you.    
  May he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the 

storm. 
  May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you. 
  May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors. 

The Sending Forth  Kwasi I. Kena   

Postlude  Wayne Mock 
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Announcements 
If you have prayer requests or answers to prayer at any time during the week, 

please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She will send 

them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next Sunday’s 

worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to the 

“Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

THIS WEEK WE CONCLUDE our special offering to support Prosper, the student 

Holy Cross is sponsoring in Uganda through Aids Orphan Education Trust.  

Prosper has passed his primary school exit exam.  Our sponsorship covers 

uniforms and shoes, books, and medical care in addition to the cost of 

providing classroom instruction and meals at school.  Please be generous! 

CIRCUIT CHURCH: Please pray this week for the people and work of the Salem 

United Methodist Church in Lodi, led by Cornelio Diaz. 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the nation of Vanuatu. In dealing 

with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 4 cases, with 1 

reported death.  FYI: Vanuatu has a total population about the size of 

Stockton. 

We are collecting socks (gently used or new) for the unsheltered in our area and 

athletic shoes (new only) for the One TLC school.  You can purchase these 

items and leave them in the black box in the Social Hall or you can make a 

monetary donation (Church website, mailing or dropping off a check to the 

office, or on Sundays). Please note your donation—JOY Circle.  

Each Thursday from 1 – 4 P.M., Tracy Tennies will be on hand on the patio to 

receive your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

Bank, personal-sized toiletries for Bags of Grace, and clothing for St. 

Mary’s. 

 
  

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
OCTOBER 3, 2021 

 Our emphasis in October will be on stewardship—the ways we invest 
what has been entrusted to our care in the work of God in the world.  The 
focus will change each week—all under the umbrella of sharing ourselves.  
We begin by focusing on the greatness of God worldwide. 

Monday, September 27 
 Read Psalm 8 
 Read this psalm slowly, allowing your mind to see all the things being 
described; let this approach amplify your praise of God. 

Tuesday, September 28 
 Read Psalm 8:1-4 
 Allow yourself to feel small in the face of the grandeur of God, and to 
grasp how awesome is the God who gives us life. 

Wednesday, September 29 
 Read Psalm 8:5-9 
 Assess how you think we are doing with the care of our corner of the 
universe: where do you see things improving? 

Thursday, September 30 
 Read Acts 2:14-18 
 Have you ever seen visions, or dreamed great dreams?  How has the 
Lord caused hope to live in you? 

Friday, October 1 
 Read Acts 2:19-21 
 Be on the lookout for the workings of God.  What does it say to you that 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved?” 

Saturday, October 2 
 Read Mark 14:22-25 
 Tomorrow is World Communion Sunday: imagine communion being 
shared in all sorts of different places, different languages, differing 
methods.  Praise God for divine diversity! 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
www.holycrossumc.us  

 
Liturgist Al Grimm 

Ministers Everyone 

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Lead Pastor Gary Pope-Sears 

Associate Pastor for Islander Ministries Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leader Tracy Tennies 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian/Groundskeeper Shaunda Cartwright 

AV Operators Ryan Dahl/Andrew Osborn 
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