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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2022       16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
Piano Prelude  Wayne Mock 

Welcome to Worship 

Vocal Prelude Change My Heart, O God #2152 
  Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 
  Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
  You are the Potter, I am the clay. 
  Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
  Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 
  Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

Call to Worship  Mary Scifres  
 Leader: Sheltered by God 
 People: we come now to worship. 
 Leader: Invited by Christ, 
 People: we come now to pray. 
 Leader: Welcomed by the Spirit, 
 People: we gather as the people of God. 

Hymn of Praise God Hath Spoken by the Prophets #108 
 1. God hath spoken by the prophets, spoken the unchanging Word, 
  each from age to age proclaiming, God the One, the righteous Lord!   
  ‘Mid the world’s despair and turmoil, one firm anchor holdeth fast: 
  God eternal reigns forever, God the first, and God the last. 

 2. God hath spoken by Christ Jesus, Christ, the everlasting Son; 
  brightness of the Father’s glory, with the Father ever one;  
  spoken by the Word incarnate, God of God, ere time was born;  
  Light of Light, to earth descending, Christ, as God in human form. 

 3. God yet speaketh by the Spirit, speaketh to our hearts again;  
  in the age-long Word expounding God’s own message, now as then.   
  Thru the rise and fall of nations, one sure faith yet standing fast,  
  God abides, the Word unchanging, God the first, and God the last. 
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…TO PRAY 

Prayer Chorus    
 (to be sung both now and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord; 
  Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 

Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15 
 32 Jeremiah received the Lord’s word in the tenth year of Judah’s King 
Zedekiah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule. 2 At 
that time, the army of the Babylonian king had surrounded Jerusalem, and 
the prophet Jeremiah was confined to the prison quarters in the palace of 
Judah’s king. 3 Judah’s King Zedekiah had Jeremiah sent there after 
questioning him. 
  6 Jeremiah said, The Lord’s word came to me: 7 Your cousin Hanamel, 
Shallum’s son, is on his way to see you; and when he arrives, he will tell 
you: “Buy my field in Anathoth, for by law you are next in line to purchase 
it.” 8 And just as the Lord had said, my cousin Hanamel showed up at the 
prison quarters and told me, “Buy my field in Anathoth in the land of 
Benjamin, for you are next in line and have a family obligation to purchase 
it.” Then I was sure this was the Lord’s doing. 
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 9 So I bought the field in Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and 
weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. 10 I signed the deed, sealed 
it, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. 11 Then I took 
the deed of purchase—the sealed copy, with its terms and conditions, and 
the unsealed copy— 12 and gave it to Baruch, Neriah’s son and Mahseiah’s 
grandson, before my cousin Hanamel and the witnesses named in the 
deed, as well as before all the Judeans who were present in the prison 
quarters. 13 I charged Baruch before all of them: 14 “The Lord of heavenly 
forces, the God of Israel, proclaims: Take these documents—this sealed 
deed of purchase along with the unsealed one—and put them into a clay 
container so they will last a long time. 15 The Lord of heavenly forces, the 
God of Israel, proclaims: Houses, fields, and vineyards will again be 
bought in this land.” 
 
PSALM 91:1-6, 14-16 
 Response 
  Grant us salvation, Lord; in trouble be our refuge. 

 Leader: Those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in 
the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, 

 People: “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 
 Leader: For the Lord will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 

from the deadly pestilence and will cover you with his pinions; 
 People: under the Lord’s wings you will find refuge.  God’s 
   faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

 Response 

 Leader: You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies 
by day, 

 People: nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction 
that wastes at noonday. 

 Leader: Because they cleave to me in love, I will deliver them; 
 People: I will protect them, because they know my name. 
 Leader: When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in 

trouble, I will rescue them and honor them. 
 People: I will satisfy them with long live and show them my 
   salvation. 

 Response 
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LUKE 16:19-31 
 19 “There was a certain rich man who clothed himself in purple and fine 
linen, and who feasted luxuriously every day. 20 At his gate lay a certain 
poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 Lazarus longed 
to eat the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. Instead, dogs would 
come and lick his sores. 
 22 “The poor man died and was carried by angels to Abraham’s side. The 
rich man also died and was buried. 23 While being tormented in the place of 
the dead, he looked up and saw Abraham at a distance with Lazarus at his 
side. 24 He shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me. Send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I’m suffering 
in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received good things, whereas Lazarus received terrible 
things. Now Lazarus is being comforted and you are in great 
pain. 26 Moreover, a great crevasse has been fixed between us and you. 
Those who wish to cross over from here to you cannot. Neither can anyone 
cross from there to us.’ 
 27 “The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, Father, send Lazarus to my 
father’s house. 28 I have five brothers. He needs to warn them so that they 
don’t come to this place of agony.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses 
and the Prophets. They must listen to them.’ 30 The rich man said, ‘No, 
Father Abraham! But if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 
change their hearts and lives.’ 31 Abraham said, ‘If they don’t listen to 
Moses and the Prophets, then neither will they be persuaded if someone 
rises from the dead.’” 

Hymn  Outside My Gate, Outside My Door see screen 
 1. Outside my gate, outside my door, is someone there who’s lost or 

poor?   
  Is someone there I do not see, that I walk by, who has a need? 

 2. Is there a child who longs for care?  An older friend who needs a 
prayer?   

  Someone who seeks a helping hand?  A refugee new to this land? 

 3. Outside our church, is someone near who cries in pain, who lives in 
fear?   

  Is someone close who has no way to buy the food she needs this day? 
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 4. Some gates are made of wood or stone, and some are made of sin 
alone.   

  Some doors are made of greed and pride; they also keep the poor 
   outside. 

 5. As we look out, Christ, may we see our common shared humanity.  
  May we kneel down and serve you more outside our gate, outside 
   our door. 

Sermon   Where Is Your Trust? Gary Pope-Sears 

…AND TO RESPOND 

God Sightings 

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory  On Eagle’s Wings Michael Joncas 
 Refrain 
  And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath 

of dawn, 
  make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s 
   hand.  

 1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in God’s shadow 
for life,  

  say to the Lord: “My refuge, my Rock in whom I trust.” 

 2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and the famine will 
bring you no fear,  

  under his wings your refuge, his faithfulness your shield. 

Doxology   
  All things are thine: no gift have we,  
  Lord of all gifts, to offer Thee; 
  and hence with grateful hearts today,  
  thine own before thy feet we lay.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Closing Hymn Whatever You Do #3128 
 1. “Whatever you do to the least ones of these,  
  I tell you in truth that you do unto me!”   
  Lord Jesus, you taught us!  May we learn anew  
  that when we serve others, we also serve you. 
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 2. When poor, waiting children pray hunger will end,  
  when those long-forgotten cry out for a friend,  
  when thirsty ones whisper, “O Lord, where are you?”  
  we hear, in their longing, that you’re calling, too. 

 3. In prisons and jails, Lord, we find a surprise:  
  we see you in people whom others despise.   
  At hospital bedsides we offer a prayer  
  and find, when we visit the sick, you are there. 

 4. When we reach to others in flood-stricken lands  
  and offer our hearts there, and offer our hands,  
  we notice, Lord Jesus, the gift of your grace;  
  we see, in the crowds of the suffering, your face. 

 5. “Lord, when did we see you?”  Your teaching is clear  
  that when we serve others, we’re serving you here.   
  And when your church heeds you and helps those in pain,  
  then out of the chaos, hope rises again. 

Going Forth to Serve   

The Sending Forth  Mary Scifres 
 Leader: May we be rich in good things: 
 People: attending to the poor and caring for those in need. 
 Leader: May we be generous with our lives: 
 People: giving treasure and time to make this world a better place. 
 Leader: May we take hold of what is truly life, 
 People: the goodness of God flowing in and through us. 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 Leader: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you, 
 People: And also with you. 

(Share the peace of Christ with those near you) 

The Song for Going Forth As We Go #3183 
  As we go, may your Spirit go before us. 
  As we go, may we follow where you lead. 
  May we live what we have learned,  
  share the message we have heard,  
  and be a light unto the world as we go. 

Postlude  Wayne Mock 
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Announcements 

ALL LIVESTREAMED SERVICES can be found at our website: 

www.holycrossumc.us or on Facebook at: Holy Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

IF YOU HAVE PRAYER REQUESTS or answers to prayer at any time during the 

week, please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She 

will send them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next 

Sunday’s worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to 

the “Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

TODAY’S TONGAN LANGUAGE WORSHIP is scheduled for 2:00 this afternoon, 

 both in person and online. 

NEXT SUNDAY WE WILL COLLECT OUR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY OFFERING 

which provides funds to racial and ethnic graduate students who will work 

 to transform communities around the world.  Please be generous. 

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT: This week, let us pray for the people and ministries of 

 Salem United Methodist Church in Lodi, led by Pastor Samuel Fabila. 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the nation of Bangladesh.  In 

dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 2,018,215 

cases, with 29,340 reported deaths. 

EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY from 9:00 A.M. – Noon, you can bring to the 

church office your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

Bank, personal-sized toiletries for our Bags of Grace, and men’s and women’s 

clothing for St. Mary’s. 

WANT A GOOD, SHORT-TERM BIBLE STUDY?  Want to know more about 

Jeremiah?  A new 6-week study of Jeremiah will be beginning in October.  

There are possibilities for an online and/or in-person version of this study of 

the resource Jeremiah: Daring to Hope in an Unstable World, by Melissa 

Spoelstra.  If you are interested, please contact Kathy Kimber (209) 603-

1129 or Tracy Tennies (209) 327-7072. 

  

http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
OCTOBER 2, 2022 

 As we prepare to receive Holy Communion with the whole Christian world, let 
us think about what and who have brought us to faith, and how it is given to us to 
faithfully serve the Lord. 

Monday, September 26 
 Read 2 Timothy 1:1-4 
 With whom have you shared a strong spiritual kinship or mentoring 
relationship?  How have you impacted each other’s life? 

Tuesday, September 27 
 Read 2 Timothy 1:5-7 
 Who have been your spiritual “ancestors” (whether they were biological 
family or not)?  How have they helped you be courageous in your faith? 

Wednesday, September 28 
 Read 2 Timothy 1:8-10 
 Spend a few moments assessing your faith, and your confidence in 
expressing your belief to others.  What might help you be more outgoing, 
enable you to share without fear?  How could you access that? 

Thursday, September 29 
 Read 2 Timothy 1:11-14 
 What lessons and experiences do you need to review to keep your heart 
in the knowledge and love of Christ?  Revisit those things today! 

Friday, September 30 
 Read Luke 17:5-6 
 What do you think Jesus means by this response to the apostles’ 
request?  Who have you known that possessed a bold faith? 

Saturday, October 1 
 Read Luke 17:7-10 
 How do you understand your Christian service?  In appreciation of 
Christ’s self-giving, do something intentionally humble today.  
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

Email: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.holycrossumc.us  

 
Liturgist Ed McKenzie 

Ministers Everyone 

Acting Bishop Sally Dyck 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Pastors Gary Pope-Sears/Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leaders Tracy Tennies/Sione Manumanu 

AV Operators Laine Latuhoi/Sela Mohetau 

AV Coordinator/Supervisor Al Grimm 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian Shaunda Cartwright 
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