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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022                                           ASCENSION SUNDAY 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Piano Prelude  Wayne Mock 

Welcome to Worship 

Vocal Prelude The Risen Christ #3179 
 4. May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit make us one. 
  In holiness let us unite that we may know the risen Christ. 

Call to Worship Psalm 47 #781 
 Response 
  Earth and heaven repeat the cry, “Glory be to God on high.”  

 Leader: Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
 Leader: For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 People: a great Ruler over all the earth, 
 Leader: who subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet, 
 People: who chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom God 
    loves. 
 Response 

 Leader: God has gone up with a shout, 
 People: the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 Leader: Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 People: Sing praises to our Ruler, sing praises! 
 Leader: For God is the Ruler of all the earth; 
 People: sing praises with a psalm! 
 Leader: God reigns over the nations; 
 People: God sits on his holy throne.  
 Leader: The princes of the people gather as the people of the God of 

Abraham. 
 People: For the shields of the earth belong to God, who is highly 
    exalted!  
 Response 
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Hymn of Praise Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise #312 
 1. Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 
  To his throne above the skies, Alleluia! 
  Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia! 
  Reascends his native heaven, Alleluia! 

 2. There the glorious triumph waits, Alleluia! 
  Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia! 
  Christ hath conquered death and sin, Alleluia! 
  Take the King of glory in, Alleluia! 

 3. See! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia! 
  Yet he loves the earth he leaves, Alleluia! 
  Though returning to his throne, Alleluia! 
  Still he calls the world his own, Alleluia! 

 4. See! he lifts his hands above, Alleluia! 
  See! he shows the prints of love, Alleluia! 
  Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
  Blessings on his church below, Alleluia! 

…TO PRAY 

Prayer Chorus  #2195  
 (to be sung both now and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 
  Look to God, do not be afraid.  Lift up your voices, the Lord is near, 
   lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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…TO HEAR THE WORD 

ACTS 1:1-11 
 1Theophilus, the first scroll I wrote concerned everything Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning, 2 right up to the day when he was taken up into 
heaven. Before he was taken up, working in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus instructed the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed 
them that he was alive with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days, speaking to them about God’s 
kingdom. 4 While they were eating together, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had promised. He said, “This is 
what you heard from me: 5 John baptized with water, but in only a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 6 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are 
you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” 
 7 Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 Rather, you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 9 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going away and as 
they were staring toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
next to them. 11 They said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.” 

EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
 15 Since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
God’s people, this is the reason that 16 I don’t stop giving thanks to God for 
you when I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, will give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation that makes God known to you. 18 I pray that the eyes of your 
heart will have enough light to see what is the hope of God’s call, what is 
the richness of God’s glorious inheritance among believers, 19 and what is 
the overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is working among us 
believers. This power is conferred by the energy of God’s powerful 
strength. 20 God’s power was at work in Christ when God raised him from 
the dead and sat him at God’s right side in the heavens, 21 far above every 
ruler and authority and power and angelic power, any power that might be 
named not only now but in the future.  
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 22 God put everything under Christ’s feet and made him head of 
everything in the church, 23 which is his body. His body, the church, is the 
fullness of Christ, who fills everything in every 
way. 

LUKE 24:44-53 
 44 Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the Law from 
Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what 
is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and a change of heart and life for the forgiveness of sins must be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I’m sending to you what my Father 
promised, but you are to stay in the city until you have been furnished 
with heavenly power.” 
 50 He led them out as far as Bethany, where he lifted his hands and 
blessed them. 51 As he blessed them, he left them and was taken up to 
heaven. 52 They worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem overwhelmed 
with joy. 53 And they were continuously in the temple praising God. 

Hymn of Preparation O Christ, When You Ascended #3087 
 1. O Christ, when you ascended you took your rightful throne;  
  your time on earth had ended, yet we weren’t left alone.   
  You reign o’er earth and heaven; your Spirit guides our way.   
  Your prayers uphold your people; you lead your church each day. 

 3. We’re tempted, Lord, to leave you in stories nicely told;  
  sometimes we don’t believe you and say your ways are old.  
  Sometimes we feel so lonely and live in doubt and fear.   
  But your ascension means, Lord, you’re present with us here. 

 5. One day, O Lord, we’ll know you, as we are fully known;  
  one day this world of sinners will bow before your throne.   
  One day, God’s whole creation will sing and praise your name;  
  on earth as now in heaven, we’ll celebrate your reign. 

Sermon   Head Down, Look Around Gary Pope-Sears 
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…AND TO RESPOND 

God Sightings 

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Do Not Stand and Stare in Wonder Holst/Wood 
 1. Do not stand, and stare in wonder into the sky above.   
  You have seen the wondrous glory of the risen Lord of Love.   
  And just as you have seen him ascend unto the skies  
  so shall the living Savior return before your eyes.   
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  We praise our God and King!   
  Alleluia!  alleluia your people ever sing! 

 3. All you servants of the Most High now sing and clap your hands,  
  for the Lord that once was crucified is Prince of all the Lands.   
  Sound the trumpet, sing together, as our Savior mounts his throne, 
  and hear the voice that calls us a people of his own.   
  Alleluia to the Father, and to his only Son.   
  Alleluia to the Spirit, Eternal Three in One! 

Easter Doxology   
  Let trumpets sound and voices sing!   
  Let all on earth their praises bring!  
  For Christ has conquered sin and death 
  and given life eternal breath.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Closing Hymn Sent Out in Jesus’ Name #2184  
  Sent out in Jesus’ name, our hands are ready now to make the earth 

the place in which the kingdom comes. 
  Sent out in Jesus’ name, our hands are ready now to make the earth 

the place in which the kingdom comes. 
  The angels cannot change a world of hurt and pain into a world of 

love, of justice and of peace. 
  The task is ours to do, to set it really free. 
  O help us to obey and carry out your will. 
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Going Forth to Serve   

Passing the Peace of Christ 

The Sending Forth  B. J. Beu 
 Leader: Lift up your eyes to the heavens. 
 People: Christ ascended to show us the way. 
 Leader: Trust the Spirit’s power. 
 People: Christ ascended to clothe us with power. 
 Leader: Go as witnesses of the risen Lord. 
 People: Christ ascended to bring us eternal life. 

The Song for Going Forth Shalom to You #666 
  Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 
  May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
  In all your living and through your loving, 
  Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 

Postlude  Wayne Mock 
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Announcements 

ALL LIVESTREAMED SERVICES can be found at our website: 

www.holycrossumc.us or on Facebook at: Holy Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

IF YOU HAVE PRAYER REQUESTS or answers to prayer at any time during the 

week, please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She 

will send them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next 

Sunday’s worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to 

the “Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

OUR ISLANDER SERVICE WILL BEGIN AT 2:00 P.M. TODAY! 

BEGINNING TODAY AND CONTINUING NEXT SUNDAY we are collecting for our 

Annual Conference Offering which will go to provide aid to the islands of 

Tonga in response to the volcanic eruption and tsunami which occurred back 

in January.  Please be generous in helping the rebuilding move ahead. 

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT CHURCH: On fifth Sundays during the year, we lift our 

prayers for the vital ministries of all churches in our circuit. 

 Galt UMC First UMC, Lodi 

 Salem UMC, Lodi Holy Cross UMC, Stockton 

 Islander Ministry at Holy Cross Central UMC, Stockton 

 Cambodian Ministry at Central Linden UMC 

 St. Paul’s UMC, Stockton St. Mark’s UMC, Stockton 

Chaplaincy at UOP 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the nation of Indonesia.  In 

dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 6,052,590 

cases, with 156,522 reported deaths. 

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 A.M. – Noon, you can bring to the 

church office your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

Bank, personal-sized toiletries for our Bags of Grace, and men’s and women’s 

clothing for St. Mary’s. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE is back up and going.  You are invited to join us for 

dinner at 5:30 P.M. and/or one of the two adult classes which begin at 6;15 

P.M. 

  

http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
JUNE 5, 2022 

 The readings for June 5 invite us to revisit the “Birthday of the Church”, that 
is, when the Holy Spirit came down at Pentecost, igniting faith in thousands on 
that day and billions since.  As you read, consider the role of Holy Spirit in your 
faith. 

Monday, May 30 
 Read Romans 8:14-17 
 How have you experienced the Holy Spirit’s leading in your life? 

Tuesday, May 31 
 Read John 14:8-14 
 How do you conceive people being able to do greater works than Jesus? 

Wednesday, June 1 
 Read John 14:15-17, 25-27 
 How do you understand the role of the Companion (Holy Spirit) in 
building up and encouraging those who trust in Christ? 

Thursday, June 2 
 Read Acts 2:1-4 
 Imagine yourself in this setting: would it have been exciting?… 
Intimidating?…Something else entirely? 

Friday, June 3 
 Read Acts 2:5-13 
 If you Google “Map of Pentecost” you can see illustrations of the home 
nations of the pilgrims in Jerusalem on Pentecost.  How would this event 
have jump-started spreading the news of Jesus? 

Saturday, June 4 
 Read Acts 2:14-21 
 How important is history and testimony in helping us trust in amazing 
things—like this Pentecost?  Read again verses 17-21 and assess how 
helpful the prophet’s words are to interpreting the events of Pentecost. 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Liturgist Ken Steele 

Ministers Everyone 

Acting Bishop Sally Dyck 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Pastors Gary Pope-Sears/Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leaders Tracy Tennies/Sione Manumanu 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian Shaunda Cartwright 

AV Operators Laine Latuhoi/Andrew Osborn 
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