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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2023                               FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Prelude  Wayne Mock 

Welcome to Worship 

Vocal Prelude Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  
 1. Lord Jesus Christ, be present now, our hearts in true devotion bow, 
  your Spirit send with grace divine, and let your truth within us shine. 

Call to Worship  Karin 
Ellis  

 Leader: Come, all who are weary. 
 People: Here, we wait for the Lord. 
 Leader: Come, all who have turned away from God. 
 People: Here, we find forgiveness and healing. 
 Leader: Come, all who look for hope. 
 People: Here, we embrace God’s steadfast love. 
 Leader: Come, and fill your hearts with praise and thanksgiving. 
 People: Let us praise God! 

Hymn of Praise Days of Elijah #3186 
 1. These are the days of Elijah, declaring the Word of the Lord. 
  And these are the days of your servant, Moses; righteousness being 

restored. 
  And though these are days of great trials, of famine and darkness and 

sword,  
  still we are the voice in the desert crying, “Prepare ye the way of the 
   Lord.” 

 Refrain 
  Behold he come riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the 

trumpet call.   
  So lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee.   
  And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.  
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 2. These are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh.   
  And these are the days of your servant, David, rebuilding the temple 

of praise.   
  And these are the days of the harvest; the fields are as white in the 

world.   
  And we are your laborers in your vineyard declaring the Word of the 
   Lord. 

…TO PRAY 
Prayer 

Chorus  #2200
   

  O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 
  When I call, answer me. 
  O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 
  Come and listen to me. 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Pastoral 

Prayer  

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 Leader: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you, 
 People: And also with you. 
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…TO HEAR THE WORD 

EZEKIEL 37:1-14 
 37 The Lord’s power overcame me, and while I was in the Lord’s spirit, 
he led me out and set me down in the middle of a certain valley. It was full 
of bones. 2 He led me through them all around, and I saw that there were a 
great many of them on the valley floor, and they were very dry. 
 3 He asked me, “Human one, can these bones live again?” 
 I said, “Lord God, only you know.” 
 4 He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, Dry 
bones, hear the Lord’s word! 5 The Lord God proclaims to these bones: I am 
about to put breath in you, and you will live again. 6 I will put sinews on 
you, place flesh on you, and cover you with skin. When I put breath in you, 
and you come to life, you will know that I am the Lord.” 
 7 I prophesied just as I was commanded. There was a great noise as I was 
prophesying, then a great quaking, and the bones came together, bone by 
bone. 8 When I looked, suddenly there were sinews on them. The flesh 
appeared, and then they were covered over with skin. But there was still no 
breath in them. 
 9 He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, human one! Say to 
the breath, The Lord God proclaims: Come from the four winds, breath! 
Breathe into these dead bodies and let them live.” 
 10 I prophesied just as he commanded me. When the breath entered 
them, they came to life and stood on their feet, an extraordinarily large 
company. 
 11 He said to me, “Human one, these bones are the entire house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are 
completely finished.’ 12 So now, prophesy and say to them, The Lord God 
proclaims: I’m opening your graves! I will raise you up from your graves, 
my people, and I will bring you to Israel’s fertile land. 13 You will know that 
I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you up from your graves, 
my people. 14 I will put my breath in you, and you will live. I will plant you 
on your fertile land, and you will know that I am the Lord. I’ve spoken, 
and I will do it. This is what the Lord says.” 
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Hymn Lord of the Dance #261 
 1. I danced in the morning when the word was begun,  
  and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,  
  and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth.   
  At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 Refrain 
  Dance, then, wherever you may be;  
  I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.   
  And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,  
  and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 2. I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,  
  but they would not dance and they would not follow me;  
  I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;  
  they came to me and the dance went on. 

 3. I danced on the Sabbath when I cured the lame,  
  the holy people said it was a shame;  
  they whipped and they stripped and they hung me high;  
  and they left me there on a cross to die. 

 4. I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black;  
  it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back;  
  they buried my body and they thought I’d gone,  
  but I am the dance and I still go on. 

 5. They cut me down and I leapt up high,  
  I am the life that’ll never, never die;  
  I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me;  
  I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
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JOHN 11:1-45 
 11 A certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. (2 This was the Mary who anointed the Lord 
with fragrant oil and wiped his feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus was 
ill.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one whom you 
love is ill.” 
 4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory 
of God so that God’s Son can be glorified through it.” 5 Jesus loved Martha, 
her sister, and Lazarus. 6 When he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
where he was. After two days, 7 he said to his disciples, “Let’s return to 
Judea again.” 
 8 The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish opposition wants to stone 
you, but you want to go back?” 
 9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in the day? Whoever walks 
in the day doesn’t stumble because they see the light of the world. 10 But 
whoever walks in the night does stumble because the light isn’t in them.” 
 11 He continued, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, but I am going in order 
to wake him up.” 
 12 The disciples said, “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he will get well.” 13 They 
thought Jesus meant that Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus had 
spoken about Lazarus’ death. 
 14 Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. 15 For your sakes, I’m glad I 
wasn’t there so that you can believe. Let’s go to him.” 
 16 Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said to the other disciples, 
“Let us go too so that we may die with Jesus.” 
 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. 18 Bethany was a little less than two miles from 
Jerusalem. 19 Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary after their 
brother’s death. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to 
meet him, while Mary remained in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 22 Even now I 
know that whatever you ask God, God will give you.” 
 23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 
 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me will live, even though they die. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 27 She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, 
the one who is coming into the world.” 
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 28 After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary, 
“The teacher is here and he’s calling for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she 
got up quickly and went to Jesus. 30 He hadn’t entered the village but was 
still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were 
comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and leave, they 
followed her. They assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb. 
 32 When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 
and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 
 33 When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her 
crying also, he was deeply disturbed and troubled. 34 He asked, “Where 
have you laid him?” 
 They replied, “Lord, come and see.” 
 35 Jesus began to cry. 36 The Jews said, “See how much he loved 
him!” 37 But some of them said, “He healed the eyes of the man born blind. 
Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” 
 38 Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone covered the entrance. 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 
 Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! 
He’s been dead four days.” 
 40 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s 
glory?” 41 So they removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, 
thank you for hearing me. 42 I know you always hear me. I say this for the 
benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will believe that you sent 
me.” 43 Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his 
face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 
 45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus 
did believed in him. 

Sermon The Story Behind the Story the Rev. Al Grimm 

…AND TO RESPOND 

A Step along the Walk Share 

God Sightings  

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory  Wayne Mock 
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Lenten Doxology    
  Praise God throughout these forty days. 
  Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
  And praise the Spirit who imparts  
  God’s love in Christ into our hearts.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication    

Closing Hymn   Breathe on Me, Breath of God   #420 

 1. Breath on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,  
  that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do. 

 2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,  
  until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure. 

 3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine,  
  till all this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine. 

 4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die,  
  but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity. 

Going Forth to Serve   

The Sending Forth  Rev. Al Grimm 

The Song for Going Forth  #438 
  Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, my daily labor to pursue; 
  thee, only thee, resolved to know in all I think or speak or do. 

Postlude  Wayne Mock 
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Announcements 
ALL LIVESTREAMED SERVICES can be found at our website: 

www.holycrossumc.us or on Facebook at: Holy Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

IF YOU HAVE PRAYER REQUESTS or answers to prayer at any time during the 

week, please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  You 

can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to the “Connect” tab at 

 www.holycrossumc.us.  

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT: Please pray this week for the people and ministry of  

 St. Paul’s UMC here in Stockton under the leadership of Pastor Romeo 

 Gunzon. 

YOU CAN MAKE OUR CELEBRATION of Christ’s resurrection more beautiful and 

delicious if you are willing to donate funds for flowers and/or funds OR the 

makings for Easter Breakfast.  See the insert to today’s bulletin to check 

 what you are willing to give.  Please complete and submit your form by 

 Tuesday, March 28. 

EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY from 9:00 A.M. – Noon, you can bring to the 

church office your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

 Bank; socks, glove, and snacks for Mercy Pedalers; clothing for St. Mary’s. 

THERE IS A NEW FLOWER CHART in the Social Hall.  If you would like to fund 

flowers or bring flowers for a particular Sunday, please sign-up for the 

 Sunday(s) of your choice.  If you need further details, talk to Tracy Tennies. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE: 

 Sunday, April 2 – Palm/Passion Sunday, one worship service 10:30 A.M., 

in-person and livestream. 

 Thursday, April 6, 7:00 P.M. – Maundy Thursday service of Holy 

Communion, in-person only. 

 Friday, April 7, 7:00 P.M. – Scriptural Way of the Cross worship service, 

in-person only. 

 Sunday, April 9, 7:00 A.M. – Easter Sunrise worship on the labyrinth,     

in-person only.  (In case of rain, it will be held on the church patio.) 

 Sunday, April 9, 8:00 A.M. – Easter Breakfast on the church patio. 

 Sunday, April 9, 10:30 A.M. – Easter celebration, in-person and 

livestream. 

 Sunday, April 9, 2:00 P.M. – Easter celebration, Tongan language 

worship, featuring confirmation of several youth. 

http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/


 

P
ag

e9
 

Preparing for Sunday Worship 
APRIL 2, 2023 

 Next Sunday’s worship will revolve around Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into 
Jerusalem as well as his Passion—the events taking him from the Last Supper 
through his arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial. 

Monday, March 27 
 Read Matthew 21:1-11 
 Try to see Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as Matthew describes it: where are 
you standing…who are you with…what are you doing? 

Tuesday, March 28 
 Read Matthew 26:14-46  
 Think about the last meal you shared with someone special to you: what 
is memorable about that meal?  What is memorable about this meal? 

Wednesday, March 29 
 Read Matthew 26:47-75 
 Pay close attention to all the activities in these few verses: decisions 
being made, actions of the Jewish leaders and Jesus’ disciples.  What stands 
out to you from these verses, and why do you think it stands out? 

Thursday, March 30 
 Read Matthew 27:1-25 
 Matthew’s gospel says more about the fate of Judas than the other three.  
What do you think would have been his fate had he lived long enough to 
see Jesus resurrected? 

Friday, March 31 
 Read Matthew 27:26-66 
 As you review the torture and death of Jesus, what stands out to you 
and how does that inform your faith?  

Saturday, April 1 
 Read Philippians 2:5-11 
 Read this passage slowly, twice.  Let it prompt you to worship. 

Weekly Reading Schedule for the Gospel of Matthew 

 Sunday – Chapter 21:1-27 Monday – Chapter 21:28-46 

 Tuesday – Chapter 22 Wednesday – Chapter 23 

 Thursday – Chapter 24:1-28 Friday – Chapter 24:29-51 

 Saturday – Review Chapters 21 - 24 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

Email: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.holycrossumc.us  

 
Liturgist Tracy Tennies 

Ministers Everyone 

Acting Bishop Sally Dyck 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Pastors Gary Pope-Sears/Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leaders Tracy Tennies/Sione Manumanu 

AV Operators Laine Latuhoi/Sela Mohetau 

AV Coordinator/Supervisor Al Grimm 

Custodian Anita Manumanu 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 
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