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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022               SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Prelude O Little Town of Bethlehem Wayne Mock 

Welcome to Worship 

Vocal Prelude Prepare the Way of the Lord #207 
  Prepare the way of the Lord.  Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  and all people will see the salvation of our God. 

Call to Worship  B. J. Beu  
 Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 People: God’s kingdom has drawn near. 
 Leader: Prepare the way of peace. 
 People: God’s salvation is at hand. 
 Leader: Prepare the way of righteousness. 
 People: God’s Spirit moves among us. 
 Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 People: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hymn of Praise God Almighty, We Are Waiting #3047 
 1. God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear.   
  Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near:  
  burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild.   
  As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child.  

 2. God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth.  
  Looking back and looking forward to the Christ’s return to earth.   
  Help us to proclaim the gospel, ‘til the world is reconciled.   
  Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child. 

 3. God the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now. 
  Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow.   
  Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and 

mild,  
  help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child. 
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Advent Candle-Lighting The Latuhoi Family 
 Song after lighting 
  Prophet voices loudly crying, making pathways clear,  
  glimpsing glory, self-denying, calling all to hear.   
  Through their message—challenged, shaken—hearts awaken: God is 
   near! 

…TO PRAY 
Prayer Chorus  #2205    
 (to be sung both now and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight,  
  may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ. 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 

ISAIAH 11:1-10 
11 A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; 
    a branch will sprout from his roots. 
2 The Lord’s spirit will rest upon him, 
    a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    a spirit of planning and strength, 
    a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
3 He will delight in fearing the Lord. 
He won’t judge by appearances, 
    nor decide by hearsay. 
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4 He will judge the needy with righteousness, 
    and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land. 
He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth; 
    by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 
    the calf and the young lion will feed together, 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear will graze. 
    Their young will lie down together, 
    and a lion will eat straw like an ox. 
8 A nursing child will play over the snake’s hole; 
    toddlers will reach right over the serpent’s den. 
9 They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain. 
    The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 
    just as the water covers the sea. 
10 On that day, the root of Jesse will stand as a signal to the peoples. The 
 nations will seek him out, and his dwelling will be glorious. 

ROMANS 15:4-13 
 4 Whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction so 
that we could have hope through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the scriptures. 5 May the God of endurance and 
encouragement give you the same attitude toward each other, similar to 
Christ Jesus’ attitude. 6 That way you can glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ together with one voice. 
 7 So welcome each other, in the same way that Christ also welcomed 
you, for God’s glory. 8 I’m saying that Christ became a servant of those who 
are circumcised for the sake of God’s truth, in order to confirm the 
promises given to the ancestors, 9 and so that the Gentiles could glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 Because of this I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
    and I will sing praises to your name. 
 10 And again, it says, 
 Rejoice, Gentiles, with his people. 
 11 And again, 
 Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
    and all the people should sing his praises. 
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 12 And again, Isaiah says, 
 There will be a root of Jesse, 
    who will also rise to rule the Gentiles. 
        The Gentiles will place their hope in him. 
 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in faith so that you 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
MATTHEW 3:1-12 
 3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea 
announcing, 2 “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of 
heaven!” 3 He was the one of whom Isaiah the prophet spoke when he said: 
 The voice of one shouting in the wilderness, 
        “Prepare the way for the Lord; 
        make his paths straight.” 
 4 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 
 5 People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all around the Jordan 
River came to him. 6 As they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the 
Jordan River. 7 Many Pharisees and Sadducees came to be baptized by 
John. He said to them, “You children of snakes! Who warned you to escape 
from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 8 Produce fruit that shows 
you have changed your hearts and lives. 9 And don’t even think about 
saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to 
raise up Abraham’s children from these stones. 10 The ax is already at the 
root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will 
be chopped down and tossed into the fire. 11 I baptize with water those of 
you who have changed your hearts and lives. The one who is coming after 
me is stronger than I am. I’m not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 The shovel he uses to sift 
the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing 
area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a 
fire that can’t be put out.” 

Hymn  John Went Out to Preach God’s Word see screen 
 1. John went out to preach God’s word, to prepare us for the Lord.   
  Speaking to the waiting crowd, he was faithful, stern and loud:  
  “Brood of vipers!  Would you flee?  Now the ax is by the tree!   
  Don’t look at what others do; God wants change and growth in you.  
  Live like children who obey!  Bear good fruit!  Begin this day!”  
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 2. People asked, “What should we do?”  John said, “Share your clothes 
and food.   

  Don’t take more than what you need; live by faith and not by greed.   
  Don’t cause others grief or pain; earn your bread through honest 

gain.  
  Here’s what you are called to do:  God wants change and growth in 

you.   
  Live like children who obey!  Bear good fruit!  Begin this day!” 

 3. Then the people asked of John, “Could he be the Chosen One?”   
  John gave them a quick reply: “He is greater still than I.   
  He’ll bring change outside and in, he will judge and conquer sin.   
  He will come to make you new; God wants change and growth in 

you.   
  Live like children who obey!  Bear good fruit!  Begin this day!” 

Sermon   Living into the Hope of the Ages Gary Pope-Sears 

…AND TO RESPOND 

God Sightings  

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory O God of Love, O King of Peace H. W. Baker 
 1. O God of love, O King of peace,  
  make wars throughout the world to cease; the wrath of nations now 

restrain.   
  Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

 2. Remember, Lord, your works of old,  
  the wonder that our parents told; remember not our sins’ dark stain.   
  Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

 3. Whom shall we trust but you, O Lord?   
  Where rest but on our faithful word?  None ever called on you in 

vain.   
  Give peace, O God, give peace again! 
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Doxology    
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, in every generation. 
  Praise God all creatures here below, who gives to us salvation. 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
  Let all creation praise the Lord with love and adoration. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Holy Communion  see insert or screen 

Sharing by Our Islander Youth 

Closing Hymn Captain of Israel’s Host see screen 
 1. Captain of Israel’s host, and Guide of all who seek the land above, 
  beneath your shadow we abide, the cloud of your protecting love; 
  our strength, your grace; our rule, your word;  
  our end, the glory of the Lord. 

 2. Be your unerring Spirit led, we shall not in the desert stray;  
  we shall not full direction need, nor miss our providential way;  
  as far from danger as from fear, while love, almighty love, is near. 

Going Forth to Serve   

The Sending Forth      

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 Leader: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you, 
 People: And also with you. 

The Song for Going Forth Let Us Now Depart #668 
  Let us now depart in thy peace, blessed Jesus. 
  Send us to our homes with God’s love in our hearts. 
  Let not the busy world claim all our loyalties. 
  Keep us ever mindful, dear Lord, of thee.  Amen. 

Postlude  Wayne Mock 
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Announcements 

ALL LIVESTREAMED SERVICES can be found at our website: 

www.holycrossumc.us or on Facebook at: Holy Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

IF YOU HAVE PRAYER REQUESTS or answers to prayer at any time during the 

week, please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She 

will send them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next 

Sunday’s worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to 

the “Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

TODAY WE ARE COLLECTING our monthly communion offering for the Holy 

Cross Love Fund, which exists to help those in dire need.  Your 

 contributions help folks receive essential aid when they need it most. 

THERE IS NO Tongan Language worship this afternoon. 

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT: On first Sundays during the year, we pray for all 

churches and ministries in our circuit. 

 Galt UMC First UMC, Lodi 

 Salem UMC, Lodi Holy Cross UMC, Stockton 

 Islander Ministry at Holy Cross Central UMC, Stockton 

 Cambodian Ministry at Central Linden UMC 

 St. Paul’s UMC, Stockton St. Mark’s UMC, Stockton 

 Chaplaincy at UOP 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the nation of Liberia.  In dealing 

with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 8,014 cases, with 294 

reported deaths. 

EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY from 9:00 A.M. – Noon, you can bring to the 

church office your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

Bank, personal-sized toiletries for our Bags of Grace, and men’s and women’s 

clothing for St. Mary’s. 

  

http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
DECEMBER 11, 2022 

 For our Third Sunday of Advent we will explore three readings laden with 
promises concerning the way God is at work among God’s people, showing them 
how they might, in turn, become strong advocates for the mercy of God. 

Monday, December 5 
 Read Isaiah 35:1-4 
 How do phenomena in nature confirm your faith in God and encourage 
you in unsettled times? 

Tuesday, December 6 
 Read Isaiah 35:5-10 
 Are there routes you enjoy traveling?  What is the appeal of those roads?  
Do you use GPS when traveling?  How is it to have confidence in your 
direction? 

Wednesday, December 7 
 Read Luke 1:46b-49 
 If you had been in Mary’s condition (young, unmarried, pregnant) 
would you have been able to praise God in such a way?  How does her 
confidence encourage you? 

Thursday, December 8 
 Read Luke 1:50-55 
 Consider the faith of the young woman Mary: what people or other 
resources lifts up your hope in God the most? 

Friday, December 9 
 Read Matthew 11:1-6 
 What convinces you that Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed of God? 

Saturday, December 10 
 Read Matthew 11:7-11 
 Consider what Jesus is saying about the authority of John the Baptist 
and John’s importance to Jesus’ work. 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

Email: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.holycrossumc.us  

 
Liturgist Vaitafa Heimoana 

Ministers Everyone 

Acting Bishop Sally Dyck 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Pastors Gary Pope-Sears/Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leaders Tracy Tennies/Sione Manumanu 

AV Operators Laine Latuhoi/Sela Mohetau 

AV Coordinator/Supervisor Al Grimm 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian Shaunda Cartwright 
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