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  Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021                 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

 
Prelude  Prelude on Veni, Veni, Emmanuel Wes Jordan 

Vocal Prelude Come Light Our Hearts Sandra McCracken 
 Chorus 
  For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait. (repeat) 
  Truly our hope is in you, truly our hope is in you. 

 1. O Lord of life, our only hope, your radiance shines on all who look to 
you in the dark. 

  Emmanuel come, come light our hearts. 

Call to Worship  R.B.Y. Scott    
 Leader: O day of God, draw nigh in beauty and in power; 
 People: come with thy timeless judgment now to match our present 

hour. 
 Leader: O day of God, draw nigh as at creation’s birth; 
 People: let there be light again, and set thy judgments on the earth. 

Hymn of Praise Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #196 
 1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
  from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

 2. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
  dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 3. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,  
  born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 4. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
  by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
 
 



 

P
ag

e2
 

Lighting the Advent Candle The Lomano Family 
 Sung response 
  The candle of hope we light in this hour proclaims that the Lord is 

coming in power. 
  We wait for a future, now hidden from view, when Christ in his glory 
   will make all things new. 

…TO PRAY 
Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Prayer Chorus   
 (to be sung both before the Pastoral Prayer and after The Lord’s Prayer) 

  For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait. (repeat) 
  Truly our hope is in you, truly our hope is in you. 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 
JEREMIAH 33:14-16 
 14 The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill my gracious 
promise with the people of Israel and Judah. 15 In those days and at that 
time, I will raise up a righteous branch from David’s line, who will do what 
is just and right in the land. 16 In those days, Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is what he will be called: The Lord Is 
Our Righteousness. 
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 
 9 How can we thank God enough for you, given all the joy we have 
because of you before our God? 10 Night and day, we pray more than ever 
to see all of you in person and to complete whatever you still need for your 
faith. 11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus guide us 
on our way back to you. 12 May the Lord cause you to increase and enrich 
your love for each other and for everyone in the same way as we also love 
you. 13 May the love cause your hearts to be strengthened, to be blameless 
in holiness before our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all 
his people. Amen. 

LUKE 21:25-36 
 25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth, there 
will be dismay among nations in their confusion over the roaring of the sea 
and surging waves. 26 The planets and other heavenly bodies will be 
shaken, causing people to faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world. 27 Then they will see the Human One coming on a cloud 
with power and great splendor. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, 
stand up straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near.” 
 29 Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is near. 31 In the same way, when you see these things happening, 
you know that God’s kingdom is near. 32 I assure you that this generation 
won’t pass away until everything has happened. 33 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away. 
 34 “Take care that your hearts aren’t dulled by drinking parties, 
drunkenness, and the anxieties of day-to-day life. Don’t let that day fall 
upon you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. It will come upon everyone who lives 
on the face of the whole earth. 36  Stay alert at all times, praying that you are 
strong enough to escape everything that is about to happen and to stand 
before the Human One.” 

Hymn  God Almighty, We Are Waiting #3047 
 1.  God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear. 
  Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near: 
  burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild. 
  As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child. 
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 2.  God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth.  
Looking back and looking forward to the Christ’s return to earth.  
Help us to proclaim the gospel, ‘til the world is reconciled.   

  Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child. 

 3. God the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now.  
Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow.   

  Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and 
   mild, help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child. 

Sermon  Finding Ourselves Right with God Gary Pope-Sears 

…AND TO RESPOND 
God Sightings 

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Ancient of Days Sadler/Harvill 
  Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto the Ancient of Days. 
  From ev’ry nation, all of creation, bow before the Ancient of Days. 

 Refrain 
  Ev’ry tongue in heaven and earth shall declare your glory. 
  Ev’ry knee shall bow at your throne in worship. 
  You will be exalted, O God, and your kingdom shall not pass away, 
   O Ancient of Days. 

  Your kingdom shall reign over all the earth. 
  Sing unto the ancient of Days. 
  For none can compare to your matchless worth. 
  Sing unto the Ancient of Days. 

*Doxology    
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise God, all creatures here below. 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Prayer of Dedication  
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Closing Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light #206 
 1. I want to walk as a child of the light.  I want to follow Jesus. 
  God set the stars to give light to the world.   
  The star of my life is Jesus. 

 Refrain 
  In him there is no darkness at all.   
  The night and the day are both alike.   
  The Lamb is the light of the city of God.   
  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 2. I want to see the brightness of God.  I want to look at Jesus. 
  Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way 
   to the Father. 

 3. I’m looking for the coming of Christ.  I want to be with Jesus. 
  When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of 
   Jesus. 

The Sending Forth   

Song for Going Forth Wait for the Lord #3049 
  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
  Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart! 

Postlude Prelude on Es Ist ein Ros Entsprungen Johannes Brahms 
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Announcements 

If you have prayer requests or answers to prayer at any time during the week, 

please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  She will send 

them to our email prayer partners and also collect them for next Sunday’s 

worship.  You can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to the 

“Connect” tab at www.holycrossumc.us.  

CIRCUIT CHURCH: Please pray this week for St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church here in Stockton, led by Pastor Romeo Gunzon. 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the nation of the Guyana.  In 

dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 37,325 cases, 

with 976 reported deaths.   

THE 1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT is designated as the day to receive the United 

Methodist Student Day Offering, whose proceeds fund scholarships for 

United Methodists moving into church-related occupations.  If you are 

giving online, please designate the “United Methodist Student Day Sunday” 

fund. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The new Church year begins with the first week of Advent.  

If you would like to make it the inspiration to increase your devotional 

quotient as we head towards 2022, we have copies of Upper Room Disciplines 

available for sale after worship and in the church office during the week. 

Pastor Gary hosts Zoom events each week and would love to invite you to 

attend.  Send him an email (hcpastorg@gmail.com) if you are interested in: 

• Monday Bible Study takes place from 2:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

• Wednesday Night Live Zoomers meets from 5:30 – 6:15.  Each week we 

check in with each other and discuss some random topic. 

 

  

mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:hcpastorg@gmail.com
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 

 For the Second Sunday of Advent we listen with expectation to the promise of 
God’s messenger, then see that promise fulfilled in the work of John the Baptist. 

Monday, November 29 
 Read Malachi 3:1 
 When have you eagerly awaited a message—either of good new or bad.  
Did you wait well?  Were you open to hearing the news when it came? 

Tuesday, November 30 
 Read Malachi 3:2-4 
 Review the expectation of what the messenger of God will say and do 
when he appears: does this come as promise or threat or some measure of 
both? 

Wednesday, December 1 
 Read Luke 1:68-75 
 This prophecy of Zechariah (father of John the Baptist) pertains to the 
Messiah’s coming.  How would you have heard these words during a 
period of national oppression as a vassal state of Rome? 

Thursday, December 2 
 Read Luke 1:76-79 
 Imagine saying these words about your own son: how proud must 
Zechariah have been knowing that God would work mightily through his 
son John. 

Friday, December 3 
 Read Luke 3:1-3 
 Note Luke’s specifics regarding the historical setting of John’s ministry.  
Have you been baptized?  What change did it evoke in you? 

Saturday, December 4 
 Read Luke 3:4-6 
 Carefully read the prophecy of Isaiah quoted here: what is the 
overarching aim of the one crying out in the wilderness? 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Liturgist Germaine Burke 

Ministers Everyone 

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño 

District Superintendent  David Niu 

Pastor Gary Pope-Sears 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leader Tracy Tennies 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 

Custodian/Groundskeeper Shaunda Cartwright 

AV Operators Ryan Dahl & Andrew Osborn 
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