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   Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177 

www.holycrossumc.us 

Thank you for joining us for worship! 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023       4TH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Prelude  Amy Dahlstrom 

Welcome to Worship 

Vocal Prelude Bring Forth the Kingdom #2190 
 3. You are a seed of the Word, O people: Bring forth the Kingdom of 

God! 
  Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grow in the Kingdom of God! 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, bring for the Kingdom of peace; 
  bring forth the Kingdom of justice, bring forth the City of God! 

Call to Worship  Mary Petrina Boyd  
 Leader: What does God require of us? 
 People: God wants justice. 
 Leader: What else does God want? 
 People: God wants faithful love. 
 Leader: Anything else? 
 People: God wants us to walk humbly with God. 

Hymn of Praise Be Thou My Vision #451 
 1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  
  naught be all else to me, save that thou art.   
  Thou my best thought, by day or by night,  
  waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;  
  I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;  
  thou and thou only, first in my heart,  
  great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 3. Great God of heaven, my victory won,  
  may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!   
  Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,  
  still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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…TO PRAY 
Prayer Chorus  #473    
  Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness;  
  make thy way plain before my face.   
  For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only,  
  that makest me dwell in safety. 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Answers to Prayer 
 (email requests/answers to: shamlynlee@gmail.com) 

Pastoral Prayer   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 Leader: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you, 
 People: And also with you. 

…TO HEAR THE WORD 

MICAH 6:1-8 
6 Hear what the Lord is saying: 
Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains; 
        let the hills hear your voice! 
2 Hear, mountains, the lawsuit of the Lord! 
        Hear, eternal foundations of the earth! 
The Lord has a lawsuit against his people; 
        with Israel he will argue. 
3 “My people, what did I ever do to you? 
        How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 I brought you up out of the land of Egypt; 
        I redeemed you from the house of slavery. 
        I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam before you. 
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5 My people, remember what Moab’s King Balak had planned, 
        and how Balaam, Beor’s son, answered him! 
        Remember everything from Shittim to Gilgal, 
        that you might learn to recognize the righteous acts of the Lord!” 
6 With what should I approach the Lord 
        and bow down before God on high? 
Should I come before him with entirely burned offerings, 
        with year-old calves? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
        with many torrents of oil? 
Should I give my oldest child for my crime; 
        the fruit of my body for the sin of my spirit? 
8 He has told you, human one, what is good and 
        what the Lord requires from you: 
        to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God. 

PSALM 15   #747 
 Response 
  Justice alone is the way of the Lord; be just and worship God. 

 Leader: O LORD, who shall abide in your tent? Who shall dwell in your 
holy hill? 

 People: The one who walks blamelessly, and does what is right, and 
speaks truth from the heart; 

 Leader: who does not slander with the tongue, and does no evil to a 
friend, nor takes up a reproach against a neighbor; 

 People: in whose eyes a reproach is despised, but who honors those 
who fear the LORD; 

 Leader: who does not put out money at interest, and does not take a 
bribe against the innocent. 

 People: The one who does these things shall never be moved. 

 Response 
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MATTHEW 5:1-12 
1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up a mountain. He sat down 
and his disciples came to him. 2 He taught them, saying: 
3 “Happy are people who are hopeless, because the kingdom of heaven is 
theirs. 
4 “Happy are people who grieve, because they will be made glad. 
5 “Happy are people who are humble, because they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, because 
they will be fed until they are full. 
7 “Happy are people who show mercy, because they will receive mercy. 
8 “Happy are people who have pure hearts, because they will see God. 
9 “Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called God’s 
children. 
10 “Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous, 
because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and harass you and speak all 
kinds of bad and false things about you, all because of me. 12 Be full of joy 
and be glad, because you have a great reward in heaven. In the same way, 
people harassed the prophets who came before you. 

Hymn  What Does the Lord Require #441 
 1. What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 
  What sacrifice, desire, or tribute bid you bring? 
  Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 

 2. Rulers of earth, give ear!  Should you not justice know? 
  Will God your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? 
  Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 

 3. All who gain wealth by trade, for whom the worker toils,  
  think not to win God’s aid, if greed your commerce soils.   
  Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God.  

 4. How shall our life fulfill God’s law so hard and high? 
  Let Christ endue our will with grace to fortify. 
  Then justly, in mercy, we’ll humbly walk with God. 

Sermon   Embracing Essential Truths Gary Pope-Sears 
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…AND TO RESPOND 

God Sightings  

Invitation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory What Does the Lord Require of You #2174 
 1. What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of 
   you? 

 2. Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God. 

 3. To seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with your God. 

Doxology    
  Praise God the Source of Life and Birth; 
  Praise God the Word who came to earth; 
  Praise God the Spirit, Holy Flame. 
  All honor, glory to God’s Name.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Closing Hymn Trust and Obey #467 
 1. When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word,  
  what a glory he sheds on our way!   
  While we do his good will, he abides with us still,  
  and with all who will trust and obey. 

 Refrain 
  Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus,  
  but to trust and obey. 

 2. Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,  
  but our toil he doth richly repay;  
  not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,  
  but is blest if we trust and obey. 

 3. But we never can prove the delights of his love  
  until all on the altar we lay;  
  for the favor he shows, for the joy he bestows,  
  are for them who will trust and obey. 

 4. Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet,  
  or we’ll walk by his side in the way;  
  what he says we will do, where he sends we will go;  
  never fear, only trust and obey. 
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Going Forth to Serve   

The Sending Forth  Mary Petrina Boyd      

The Song for Going Forth  
  May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send 

you,  
  may he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the 

storm.   
  May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.   
  May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors. 

Postlude  Amy Dahlstrom 
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Announcements 
ALL LIVESTREAMED SERVICES can be found at our website: 

www.holycrossumc.us or on Facebook at: Holy Cross United Methodist 

Church. 

IF YOU HAVE PRAYER REQUESTS or answers to prayer at any time during the 

week, please send them to Sham Lee Sealey: shamlynlee@gmail.com  You 

can also submit prayer requests to our website: go to the “Connect” tab at 

www.holycrossumc.us.  

FOUR RIVERS CIRCUIT: Please pray this week in support of the efforts thus far 

in 2023 of all the churches in our circuit: 

 Galt UMC First UMC, Lodi 

 Salem UMC, Lodi Holy Cross UMC, Stockton 

 Islander Ministry at Holy Cross Central UMC, Stockton 

 Cambodian Ministry at Central Linden UMC 

 St. Paul’s UMC, Stockton St. Mark’s UMC, Stockton 

 Chaplaincy at UOP 

AFFECTED NATION: Please pray this week for the people of Thailand.  In 

dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, they have reported a total of 4,725,885 

cases, with 33,792 reported deaths. 

EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY from 9:00 A.M. – Noon, you can bring to the 

church office your donations of non-perishable food for the Emergency Food 

Bank, personal-sized toiletries for our Bags of Grace, and men’s and women’s 

clothing for St. Mary’s. 

NEXT SUNDAY, our communion offering will go to purchase the ingredients of 

cleaning buckets to be sent to those recovering from recent flooding here in 

California.  The buckets will be filled with these items and prepared for 

delivery at an event here at Holy Cross on Saturday, February 18th from 

1:00 – 3:00 P.M. 
  

http://www.holycrossumc.us/
mailto:shamlynlee@gmail.com
http://www.holycrossumc.us/
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Preparing for Sunday Worship 
FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

 This week’s readings urge us to pursue a greater righteousness.  The prophet 
Isaiah and Jesus invite us to look beyond the letter of the law to true compassion 
and profound justice. 

Monday, January 30 
 Read Isaiah 58:1-5 
 Think back to a time when you did the right thing but not with a 
generous attitude or a loving spirit: did your deed honor God? 

Tuesday, January 31 
 Read Isaiah 58:6-12 
 Examine how this more expansive form of righteousness honors God 
and results in a more intimate relationship with the Almighty. 

Wednesday, February 1 
 Read Psalm 112:1-5 
 How do you see generosity and justice at work in your life: who is 
blessed by your contributions and caring? 

Thursday, February 2 
 Read Psalm 112:6-10 
 What brings you abiding peace in your heart?  How are you encouraged 
by engaging in acts of generosity? 

Friday, February 3 
 Read Matthew 5:13-16 
 What recent acts of yours have shined with the love of God?  What 
moved you to engage in those acts? 

Saturday, February 4 
 Read Matthew 5:17-20 
 How do you hear these words of Jesus?  What do you think makes for 
the kind of righteousness Jesus is describing herein? 
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Holy Cross United Methodist Church 
1200 West Hammer Lane 

Stockton, CA  95209 
(209) 472-2177sa 

Email: holycrossumc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.holycrossumc.us  

 
Liturgist Bonnie Houser 

Ministers Everyone 

Acting Bishop Sally Dyck 

District Superintendent David Niu 

Pastors Gary Pope-Sears/Tevita Vaikona 

Church Office Administrator Temple Gallagher 

Director of Music Ministry Wayne Mock 

Lay Leaders Tracy Tennies/Sione Manumanu 

AV Operators Laine Latuhoi/Sela Mohetau 

AV Coordinator/Supervisor Al Grimm 

Nursery Attendant Chanphaeng Plavong 
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